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Lessons of the th!na-_u_e l_lﬂl'nllltl“

The Constituent Assembly and Soviets

The epoch-making events in India to-
day compel even the “theoretical” pigmles
in the Stalinized CominiTern, to cast an
oceaslonal glance at the historie lesszons of
the Chinese revolution of 1%23-27. Un-
fortunately they contloue to sink into the
quagmire of their own confusion,

For the work ng masses who may not
ba able to follow the rapid changes of lead-
arghip in this “third period™ we volunteer
the information that Earl R. Browder fis
the latest Stalinist appointee to the posi-
tion of superficlal political director and
“theoraetican” in America. In 1927 he spent
aaveral months in China during the height
of revolution and beginning of its defeat.
Upon his return Browder wrote the pam-
phlet “Civil War in Nationalist China". In
{ta foreword He promized an extensive
work om the “more fundamental aspecta
of the Chinese revolution”™. We venture to
pradict that Browder will not keep his
promise for fear of exposing the whole
house of cards built up of the Staliniat
policies.

Browder—Professlonal Confustonlst

On the Chineur lessons and the stand-
point of the Lefti Communist Oppostion
Browder says In the Dally Worker (8-8-20),
in an article entitled “Opportunists and
fadia':

“On China, where the revolution i2 in
a2 much higher stage of development
than India, Trotzky also issues tha elo-
gan of Constituent Assembly, putting it
up againat tho slogan of “Soviets’ as
organa of power of the democratic dle-
tatorship of workere and peasants.”

And further:

“The Troskyites cover up their own
surrender to the bourgeolsie In India
and China with ‘very left' phrases about
the dictatorship of the proletarlat’, vlo-
lent oppesition to the slogan 'democratic
dictatorship of workers and peasants’
and then practically replace both with
the open bourgeois slogan of ‘Constit-
uent Assembly’"”

{Could opportunist confusion be more
“sloguently” put?)

Firowder goey on to explaln that In &
period when the bourgeoisie is historically
a revolutlonary class overthrowing feudal-
fem, the Constltuent Assembly s a reve
olutionary measure. But today the bour-
geolsie as & class, &s well as its organ,
the Constituent Assembly, Is reactiobary
standing in the way of the completion of
the “bourgeols demoeratle revolution®,
Proceeding from this he draws the con-
elusion that the Left Oppositlon has
united with the Right wing, and he then
repeats all the cheap calumnles always
held fn stock for the Left Oppoosilion
hoping thereby to prevent the revolutiom-
fats from engaging In an objeciive study
of the Chinesa “lessons.

Browder, in these passages quoted,
commits one “little” error. He completely
gonfuses the question of the essential
character of the Chinese revolution with
the question of a slogan %o be applied
at & certaln stage of its development. To
make our case clear let us recall a few im-
portant factors in the Chinese developments.

Browders' Confesslons

In his pamphlet, “Civil War in Na-
tionalist China", Browder tella of reports
of Chincse trade union and peafant union
leaders on March 16, 1827: “The country-
glde 18 In terror, the EKuominchum (revo-
lutionary army has turned agalnst the peo-
ple. At Kanchow, the second divislon has
snasinated the secretary of the General
ade Union and occupied the union offices;
the leaders are all in hiding and commun-
feation with the clty is cut off.” This is
ona side of tha plcture showing the go-
oalled Right wing of the Kuomlintang in
{te actual role, later repeated precisely by
the so-called Left wing. For the other
alde of the pictrre Browder reports that
during the northern expedition {from Can-
ton to Shanghal), when the nationalist
armies capturyd half of China, all the mil.
itary victoriee were amccomplished by the
revolutlionary masses who even overthrew
and drove out the military rulers before
¢he natlonalist armies arrived. There were
4,800,000 trade union members and 10,000.-
000 members of the peasants union, several
thundred thousand of them under arms,

pledged to the revolutlon,
What do we find in these reports? In
¢ first half of the plcture those upon
om Stalin and Browder had plnned their
nopes as liberators of the working class.
and harbingers of the proletarian revolu-
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tion and supported by the Stalin policies
the Kuomintang, first itp “Right" wing and
later Its “Left" wing. were already ihcn
beginning to show themselves in their tTue
role as the hangmen and butchers of the
Chinese revoletionary workers and pes-
gants. In the asecond hali of the picture
we note the wide mass ferment, the mount-
ing revolutionary wave of workers, pea-
gants and soldiers; the ruling classes col-
lapsing and power slipping out of theipr
hands with a systematic struggle for pow-
er begun by the workers—tae condidons
for organization of Soviets as organs of
power. But what in this situation was the
policy of Stalin and Browder?

Stalin for Hankow

As late ae the E.C.C.I plenum, Mar
18, 1927, the Stalin policy still held to the
theory of the Chinese revolution as based
upon four classzes (bourgeolsie, petty-bour-
geoisie, workers and peasants), The plen-
um decided that the organlzing center of
the revolutdon must be the Hankow gov-
ernment of the Kuomintang, the hangmen
of the Chinese workers. It hog-tled the
Chinese Communist Party in subordination
and political subjection to the Kuominlang,
We quote from the resolution adopted:

“The E.C.C.I. regards as Incorrect
the vlew which nnderestimates the Han.
kow government and which In faet
denies Ith great revolutionary role. Tha
Hankow government and the leadera of
the Left Kuomintang by their class com-
position represents noll only the pea-
spants, workers and artisans, but also a
section of the middle bourgaoisie, There.
fore the Hankow governmeént belng the
government of the Left wing Kuomin-
tang, i not ¥et the dictatorship of the
proletariat and the peasantry, bul im
on the road to It and will inavitably,
in he course of the victorfous class
struggle of the proletariat and In dis-
carding bourgeols camp followers, de.
velop In the directlom of sueh a dle-
tatorskip. (11)"

“The E.C.C.I, calls the particular
attention of the Communist Party of
Ching to the fact that more than at any
ofther time i3 it now necessary to
maintaln the closest conkact between
the revolutionary government and the
maszses of the people. Only If such
tlose ocontact 18 maintaimed—and ob-
talned primarily through the Kuomin-
tang—only by maintainlng a deter-
mined couras toward the masses, will
it be possible more and more to
strengthen the guthority of the revolu-
tlonary government and Its role as the

organizing centre of the revolutlonm, (11)¥
(1927—Emphasis ours—A.8.)

Trotaky, speaking for the Left Op-

position vlew at that plenum, demanded

the siriking out of these paragrapbs and
all referebces of support to the Hankow
goveroment and the Kuoinlntang; to opgn-
Iy fight this center of counter-revolution
and to proceed to organize SBoviets az the
revolution,

Whom did history, that is the actual
revoluiionary experiences, prove correct?
The policies of Btalin. Bucharin and the
Menshevik, Martinov, who had fought Boel-
abevism for twenty wears? No! Thelr
policy of strenthening the enemy led
Lo disastrous defeat. The Hankow govern-
maent established the organized bourgeois
counter-reveolution and drowned the work-
ers and peasanis in blopd, Onily after
the turn downward, with the disarmine,
defeat and slaughtering of the workers
and peasants, did Stalin propose the or-
ganization of Sovieis. But then—too late,

It could lead then only to miscarriages
and blunders culminating in the Canton
ipsurrection—to adventurism as a product
of oppartunism. Yet even the Canton
ingurrection holds valuable lessons forged
in the fire of revoluldon. It became a
curtaln ralser for the third Chinese rev-
olutlon. Despite all its weaknesses and
mistakes it indicated defnitely this next
stage. The shortlived Canton Soviel, not
elected but merely appolnted from above,
proceeded to confiscate feudal lands, es-
tabllsh workers control of Industry, na-
tionalize blg industry and banks and con-
fiscate bourgeols dwellings and all prop-
erty for the beneflt of the laborers. Au-
tomatically it led fo the proletarian dic-
tatorahip.

Browder in bis present Dally Worker
article, either In blissful ignorance, or
else in a deliberate attempl to obscure all
these historical experiences, proceeds to

- outline the tasks of the Indian and Chin-

esa revolutions as follows:

The Bonrgeols Democratle Revolution

“Revolution in India and China to-
day has as its first task the completion
of the bourgeois democratic revolution,
thet is. to cgrry out in [ndia and
China those measures which were the
characteristic feature of the cran-
sition from {eudalism to capitalism —
national independence, distribution of
the land among the peasants, breaking
the power of the feudal elements, es-
tablishment of certain popular rights
of organization and individual Wher-
ties." (8o, this is the task!!) He
adds that It cannot be carried out by
the hourgeoclsie but only the workers
and peasants can carry out the bourge-
ois democratie revolution,

This {s the crux of the problem. Flere
Wo see that Browder like Stalln, still holds
to a policy which could only apell another
defeat for the Chinese workers and pes-
panta,
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Independent Workmen's Circle on the Coast

Comrades: ,

For the last severa] months I have
read your weekly steady. I am & member
of the Independent Workmen's Circle, re-
fuging to join the International Workers
Order—belleving that we can do plenty of
work im the ranka of the Independent,
The Stalinists as you call them began call-
ing me and my comrades names llke ren-
egades, traitors, Lovestoneltes, It opened
up my eyes. I began looking for the truth
—who are these renegades and traltors,
Lovestoneitea and Trotskyites, I went over
to the stand to buy a Revelatlonary Age
when I also notced the Militant., I bought
a cop¥—compared {t with the Revolutionary
Age and remained a steady reader of your
Paper.

Coming down ito brass tacks the sit-
uation stands this way: The I, W. C.
branches are hopelessly split. Branches
which have been always Lefti, branches (5
of them) that have given moner and
energy towards the Communist movement
are now split in half., They hoped to take
away full branches, but instead they only
got aboutt 260 out of 500 members, They
kicked us out of the Co-operative Centre
which we have built and kept up., They re-
fused to fake n- donatlon for the Profhelt
whan 7 * v the wavy on an

income of $2,400 they have had an expense
of §1,000, They also made Olgin a “pro-
latarian” suit of clothes which amonnts
to $90 which was charged to the expenses
of the Frelhelt

The Cooperative Restaurant existing
for over a year has been brought to a
dangerous condition by the same Stalinite
leadership. It is about to fail utterly and
miserably, The Cooperative Bakery fired
the day shift and only works two men at
night—in a city of nearly 100,000 Jews.
The newly opened barber shop lost in its
honeymoon months—$30 the first month
and 950 the second month., The whole
Cooperative movement including the Cen-
ter Iz on the wverge of failure and closing
up entirely,

The Imperial Valley strike for which
six of our best fighters were sentenced to
one bhalf year at San Quentin and Folsom
wag nothing but a fiasco, it never mater-
iallzed; a bunch of Inexperienced boys
were senl down there, with no experience
in union work—and how to conduct it

In my branch of the Independent Work-
men's Cirele I am pushing the Militant all
I can, and hope to organlze a fraction here
of the Communist League.

Youra for a clean Bolshevik policy,
Loa Ang-ies, Catil RO-—EIN
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Loain on the “Democratie IMetatorship™

It was preclsely on the problem of tha
bourgeois democratic revolution that Lenin,
upon his return to Russia in April 1917,
took such decisive issue with the views of
the Pravda fracticn, and Stalin as the ed-
ftor of the Pravde. The Pravda fraction,
through its spokesman Kamenev, demanded
the cowmpletion of the bourgeois demoeratic
revolution—that iz the carrying out of the
measure listed by Browder—Lenin replied
that the bourgeois dewmocratic revolution
could find its solution in the proletarian
revolution. Referring to those “old Bol-
sheviks” who more than once have played
a4 sorry role in the history of our Parvy
when they repeated s formula, once ac-
quired. withiont thinking., fnstead of stagy=
ing the peculiarities of new living reulitin:ﬁ"‘
he added:

“He who now apesks of ‘revolutions
ary democratie dictatorship of the pro-
letarfat and peasantry’ rnly, Is behind
the times, is therefore in practice on the
alde of the pett, bourgeoizie and aguinst
the proletarian class struggle; such a
one should be placed o the archive of
Bolshevik' pre-revolutionary  antiques
(it muy be called tfe archive of ‘old
Bolsheviks')." (Lenlu, Letters aon Tac-
ties, Vol. 20 part 1.)

The bourgeols democratic revoluoiion
took place in China in 1911.a.m;i WHS COIL-
pleted m so far gs a bourgesis democralic
revolution In China could be completed,
sufficient to prove thot its problenps could
not be sclved under the leadership of the
bourgeocizie. Tie szecond revolution  fn
China proved thar the aolution of (ese
problems could be found only in the preler-
arlan dictgtorship., It further Proved tuat
it could mot remaln in the state of tha
bLurgeols democratic revolution but wonld
have to become tramsformed in the pore
manent revolution to find its fina) IJE.‘-llitEI;JI‘I.
on the world arena, In 1927 the proletarian
dictatorahin in China was raised by Bistory
up to the first polnt on the order af |h'u
day. Its realizatlon was sabotaged by the
Stalln policy. The organization or Sovien
was refected by Stalin who chose the Lonr.
geols leadersiiln of the Kuomiotans, Jhae
revolution, with the deeigive secrtinna of the
mazses of workers and peasents in Tevg-
tlonary ferment, therefore Lol the roos of
the only other alternative—ghe r.ut:m[.‘. e
ment of the bprgeols cammder-covolat na
witleh st rulos-taduy,

\ “Revolotiovary Upsirse™ Here g

in Chima

Hrowder new aneakds  glibly, o thae
seventh Porty convention thesis, abour tha
“revolutionary upsurge of the woriing
masses of the United States” while de-
manding the bourgass s Gemocratiec revoly-
tion for China, Adventurist phraseslogy on
an onportnnist bas's, e is now rirjing- the
edak of this “revoludonarey g paurze {n the
United States” wiieh m&EYy so0n colis «a
becav=e It srests on notalng but pa; - -

Tue actual revolutionary u]_:r;lurga: r: Lia
Chineze was=es jp 1927 Browder fullcd to
recoghize and undersrand coarrectly thcre-
fore "e is now trying to turn its historv
backward, |

Did the democratic revolution in i ig=
Bia solves jig problems-—that is, the uiege
sures listed by Browder. No. Thesa prabs=
lems were solvid by the dnal prower, by tha
rislhg proletarian revoluiion based upon tha
30viels and culwinating in the proletarian
dictatorship. We  repeat—from hislory
these pigmy theoreticluns have laarined no-
thing,

TLe problems of the Chinese workers
and peasantry. including the measyres list-
ed by Browder, which will rise mora in the
coming third Chinese revolution can find
their solution only in the praletarian die-
tatorship. Since today, yuder the establishe-
ed rule of the bourgeais n~t~1mter-re1.'u]ut£'un.
it cannot be expected thai the Communist
Party can arrive at the seizure of power in
ome jumy—the slogan of the Constituent,
or National Assembly becomes g correct
slogan to mobilize the masses,

It was after the establisbment of the
bourgeois demoecratic revolution ip Russia
that the Bolsheviks demanded the apeediest
convening of the Constitueny Agsembly,
This as well as its final dissolution proved
a correct factic. And as Trotsky now
points out: “The millions of the toiling
masses (of China) can come to the dicta-
Lorship of the proletariat only on the baszla
of their own polltleal experience snd the
Natiomai Assemibiv wen't * o . .. \
gtep om fhils ros o 0
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