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MILITANT

En Germany

-—

omintern Loses Fresh Opportunity

The Wedding convention of the Com-
munist Party of Germany basing iteelf on
the so-called “third period” invented by the
Sixth World Congress proclaimed the p“.-
sence of “an acute revolutionary situation™
in the country. The permanent phrase-
monger, Thaslmann, strove to demonstrata:
this incessantly in his rhetorical reporis.
The officlal Party press dally devoted to
this discovery lomg winded articles. The
talk was of "“mass struggles”, of “direct
assaults” that would smash the capitalist
state, Because we of the Left Opposltion
characberized this appralsal of the situa-
tion ae unMarxian and mechanical we Trara
designated as pessimisis who had "lost
their beliet in the revelutipn”. TE& prin;
cipal slogan of the Party for this period
invented by the Party officlaldom was :
“Proletariang fight for a Soviet Germany’ .
On the basis of such an eptimation it was
no longer necessary to approach the work-
ing masses explolted by the bourgeoisie
with the help of the social democracy, on
the every day gqueztions.

“The Acate Revolutlonary Crisls”

1t was cléar to every Marxist that thiE
nolse of the “acute revolutionary gituation
waa a criminal piece of rhetoric that had
pothing in eommon with the Marxist real-
ity. The Comintern leadership which since
1924 has brought tremendous defeate to the
Communist Parties and the proletariat
through its false policles (1923 In Qer-
many: 1925-27 in China; 1926 in England
Russia, Bulgaria, Esthonle, Poland) and
which since 1928 has carried out an ultra-
Left zlg-zag, would not lake the real asit-
uation into consideration.

Let us return to the realities of the
German situation.  What do the figures
say regarding the struggles and temper of
the working class?

Facts nnd Flgures

In 1928 the number of strike days in
Germany was 10.4 millions and in 1523 this
pumber sinks to 4.4 milllons: in 1928, T80.-
do0 workers went on strike whereas in
1929, 233,000 went on strike, Whoever will
not take these figures into account cannot
understand that strikes are a barometer
of the militancy of the working class. These
flgures mean that the militancy of the

workers had declined.
~he results on the Provincial (Landtag)

elections and the municipal {(communal)
elections both show everywhere a marked
decline in the votes of the Commrinist
Party of Cermany. On the other hand the
scelal democracy has elther held its own or
evon made gains, The National Socialists
{Fosclsti) have registered very consider-
able successes, In Red Thuringia the Com-
munist fraction in the Provinclal Legisla-
tire is eomposed of six comrades as against
the seven representatives of the Pascistl,

The Party itself has not only mol in-
c¢reased its membersbip but has lost mem-
bers. The Party membership can at most
be estimated at 70,000

Party Influence Sinks

In all proletarian organizations and
particularly in the trade unions the influ-
ence of the Party has almoslt completely
disappeared, The “tremendous” Buccesses
of the Party in the factory committee elec.
tionz with the help of the “red shop com-
mittee slates” were In the first Instance

“only the result of the dissatlsfaction of the

workers, a protest against capitalist re-
pression and its henchmen the reformists.
They did not at all repreésent any readiness
immediately to smash the capitalist state.
The best proof of the justice of this estl-
mate are the results in the Leuna Works,
fn the Opel Automobile Works and the
Hamburg Docks which record a huge de-
‘¢line in the votes of the Communist slate.
Pereentage of Total Votes In
Leann Works Berlin Y.A.G.

1829 1080 1929. 1930

Hed List 51.3 347 524 28,
“Free Trade

Unione™ 32.7 2T 29 28
Chrigtdan Union 32 53 73 8.6
Patriotic Uniong 9.6 16
Nationalists 9 7.2
Fascist L]

The workers who gave thelr votea to
the Communist Party in the preceding year
turned their backs om the policies of the
Party because they showed no way oul
against the capitalist coffensive.

And what are the facts concerning the
most recent proof of the "acute revolutlon-

ary sitnatdon” in Germany—I. e., the demon.
strations! The calender-like campalgns of the
Party have been successively weaker. With
three and & half million unemployed the
Party succeeded In bringing out to the
streets from 5 to 7 per cent only. The
last demonstrations of February and March
ended In a great flasco.

Nevertheless the situation Im Germany
has been favorable for the separation of
great sections of the working class from
the social democratic party and the erystal-
lization of ux Commubist mass party in
Germany,

Boelal Demoeracy Belrays

The aocial democracy has entered Into
a new coalition wilh the finance capitalist
bourgecisie. In contrast to jts former coal-
ition policy, the situation of the S.D.F. was
incomparably more dificult. Why? In for-
mer vears of ltts coalltion, the social dem-
ocrney could still present (ke workers
with some minimum reforms. The bour-
geoisie could not so qulekly forget the rev-
olution. ‘They still felt the temper of the
October atmosphere of 1923, The bour-
geoisie was, moreover, ngl strovg enough
economically nor politically to force across
its will against the resistance of the work-
erd, The economic and political organs of
bourgeois authority had not yet been ex-
tensively enough developed, The bour-
geolsfe had still to make concessions to
the workers,

But the coalition policy of Hilferding-
Mueller in 19285 was that of the dlreet be-
trayal of the every day Interests of the
working class. The social democrats work-
ed not only for the extemsion of the power
of the capitalist state (cruisers, police, De-
fence of the Republie Act) mot only sup-
ported the further offensive of the banka
and trusts (concentration, rationalization,
ete.) but betrayed everything the workers
had conquered from the ecapitalists in the
perlod of the revelutionary wave, Through
their Minister of Labor Wissell, the social
democrata agreed to the wage reduction,
They voted for the reduction of the unem-
ployed benefits.,. They began the reduction
of the Sick Benefit pensions. With their
support of the Concordad agreement, the
so¢ial democrats helped to re-establish the
clerieal reaction. They helped to impose
further indirect taxes on the masses. ADd
all thiz in the period of the greatesi un-
employment in Germany. ‘The social dem-

ocracy bas not only not glven the workers
any new reforms but j8 actively aiding the
bourgeloele to deprive the workers of those
concessons they had already secured by
the road of struggle.

Looking at the sitvation from this view-
polnt everything was favorable for am ad-
vanee of Communlsm. Had the Communist
Party linked its slogans and platform with
the every day needs and problems of the
workers, 1t could have broken the tie be-
iween the social democratic workers and
their leaders and have assured the triumph
of Communism,

But all our Communist Party leaders
ecould do was to shower the soclal democ-
racy with abuse.

The FalSe Approach of the Stalinists

To this end the formula of “social fas-
clam” was invented. The agilation against
“social fasclam” tock on a hysterical scope,
Mot only was the Berlin Police President
Zoerglebel characterized as a "social fas-
cigt” but every worker in the social demoe-
racy wag llkewise denounced as a "social
fagcist”. 'The slogans became *“Out with
the zoclal fasclsta from the factories”. "Out
with the social fasciat children from the
schoolsa.”

The tactics of Remmmelle and Thaelmann
gave the social democratie leaders their
opportunity to cover up their betrayal of
the interests of the workers and aided them
to pass over from a defensive to an offen-
sive position. The slogan of “social fas-
clam” played ijnto the hands of the social
democratic demagogues: “To the extent
thaf the Comintern identifies the democrat-
ic domestics of capitallsm with its fascist
bodyguard, it does the social democracy
the wvery best service...ln those countries
where fascism represents g power, Italy
firgt, then Austria and Germany, the
gocial democrata have no dificulty proving
to the masgses not only the differences but
even the hostilily between themselvea and
fascism. To thiz extent the social demo-
crats are relieved of the necessity of dis-
proving that they are the democratic ser-
vants of capital. The whole political strug-
gle ia shifted to am artificial plane which
iz exceplionally favorable to the sodial
democrats."” (L. Trotsky—Open Laetter)

The very favorable situation could have
been ulilized had a different pelicy been
applied-—not the “social fascism”™ slogan
nor the Brandlerist conception of g united

Hm Framce

OppositionDefends Indo-Chinese Rebels

The Internalional Left Communist Op-
position has extended ita struggle to one
more sector. This I in connection with the
revolutionary movement in Indo-China
aginst the sanguinary acts of repression
of French Imperialism.

The official Communist Party in France
ig mon-existent so far as Indo-China ia
concerned where the proletariat is belng
ferpciougly exploited and where Imperial-
ism maintaing il police dictatorship over
the npative proletarian population by fre
and sword, torture and death. This atro-
clous misery has already evoked moves
ments of epontaneocus revolt that the young
native bourgeoisie more or less indepen-
dent- of French capital, has sought to .di-
rect to ite own ends. In consequence of

the revolls of Yen Bay, of Vinh, ete, 39

Indo-Chinese revolutionaries have been sen.
tenced to death and four of these have al-
ready been executed. The Criminal Com-
misgsion of Phu Tho is about to condemn len
other revolutionaries to death, ome ic life
long imprisonment, twenty-six to hard la-
bor for the rest of their livees, thirty-elght
o deportation, ete.

The Indo-Chinese workers in France
and the French proletarians have under the
leadership of the Communist League of
France (Opposition) embarked on an en-
ergatic protest action to prevent these sen-
tencea from being carried out any further
and this campaign must girike an echo in
the hearts of the workers of all couniries,

In tfront of the Elysee in Fariz a
strong demonstration took place on the
call of the Communist League following
which several comrades were Imprizoned.
Deapite all the attention this demonstration
alirred .up'in the bourgeols press, deapite

the fury of the attack of the government
against the Left Opposition, the leadership
of the French Communlst Parly and the
Humanite have MAINTAINED COMPLETE
SILENCE becavse our Indo-Chinese com-
rades fought under the flag of the Com-
munist League (Opposition). 11 wae only
after direct prolesta and by way of leaflets
and public notices that the Humanite fin-
ally made up its mind to defend our Indo-
Chinege comrades,

But the opportunist leadership of the
Parly and the Humanlte even while de-
femding our comrades, betrayed them. In
the articles of the Homanlte they were rep-
resented as belng the adherents of the offi-
cial policles of the Communist Party and
the Stalinist policy in the colonfes for “the
right of self-determination for their com-
plete independence” (Humanlte, May 28th,
1830}, Nothing could be more false.

The Indo-Chinese comrades have con-
demned the Stalinist colonial polley ap-
plied by the Comintern regime throughout
the world and particularly in Asia. The
Indo-Chinese comrades are an integral part
of the International Qpposition.

Together with the Left Opposition, the
Indo-Chinese comrades are not satisfled
to fight for "sell-determination up to com-
plete Independence” after the fashlon of
Chiang Kal-Shek but call for the formation
of an independent revelutionary party of
the working class to wage the struggle for
the soclal revolution agalnst both French
Imperfalism and native bourgeois exploit-
ation equally and in closest contact with
the French working clase. “Proletarians of
all countries, unite” must become more than
a mere slogan.. It must be carried Into

Mite, —F. NAVILLE
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front which Is always the tatl-end of the
social democracy—but the Leninist tuctics
of the united front would have unmasked
the Left as well a8 the Right wing leadera
of the social democracy, Not “Red Factory
elales” at any price, not the abandonment
of work im the trade unions but tireless
work in all the mass crganizations was the
neegd.

It was evident to us gll that the =ocial
democracy would be thrown out of office ans
eoon as the bourgeoisie could afford to dis-
pense with its services. DBut the centrist
leadership of the Communizt Party missed
the real point of the situation. The result
bas been the isclatiom of the Communist
Party Inside the working class and the
consolidation of the soecial demoeracy deg-
pites {ts betrayals. The S.P.D. even parades
now as an “Opposition” Party. The ®ub-
jective faclor im kistory—the Commuuist
Party —has again failed.

—ROMAN WELL

Hm Mexico

Diego Rivera Retires

from Political Life

The leadership of the official Com-
munist Party in Mexico bave been mak-
Ing incessant attacks on the expolled
Mexican Communist artlst, Diego Rivera,
wha for a period of time after his ex-
pulsfon was a member of the Left Op-
position group. The positlon and work of
this talented artist is such that a good
régime in the Internatlonal drew him evep
tloser to Communism—a bod regime ree
pulses him. As a “fellow traveller” his
services to the Communist movement have
been and c¢an continue {0 be in the foe
ture very considerable. 8o long as the
Stalin faction regarded him as & useful
intellectual lackey—a Jla Fwrbusse in
France and Michael Gold in the United
States—he was held in high esteem by
them., When Rivera began to revolt againat
the poisobous atmosphere created in the
Comintern by the bureaucracy—he was dige
covered to be a “counter-revolutionary”

Owing to his confliet with the authore
itdes Hivera lost his painting assignment in
the National Palace and was expelled togeth.
er with all bis followers, teachers and sty-
dents from the "National Autonomous Ugje
versity” of Mexico for the radical course of
studies he introduced info the School of
Fine Arts. In his fight against the reaciion-
aries the slogan of Rivera's group ol stu-
ﬂemﬂ was “Against the bourgeois univer-
fity, for a University of the Workers pnd
Peasants.,” The more heroic sacrifices of
the embattled Barbusses and Golds are un-
known to us. We do know this: that the
flaming proletarian litterateur and editor of
the Negv Masses, Michael Cold, never re-
colled in horror from the idea of having the
“proletarian” banker, Otto H, Kabn finance
his productions.

In his desire to tale the wind out of
the gails of Stalinist demagogy, Rivera has
:L_P-'ﬂt ug the following statement for publica.
on ;

“l1 declare that neither the Com-
munist Party nor the bourgeoizie cag
hold the Communist Opposition ree

sponsible for my actions for which
I assume full responsibility, not having had
since the deportation of ecomrade Negrete
any contact with the Opposition. The spe-
cial character of my professional work—
that of a mural painter—obliges me to sus
tain certain economic contacts with tho .
Who pay for this work—which has always
been used in the interests of the revolution
—as my paintings can prove. For this rea.
g0n however I am continually utilized by the
Stalinist party and by the bourgeolsie as an
arm againgt my own comrades, in conse-
quance of which, I declare that I cannotll
amputate from my personality that which
is my life itself, that s to say, my art: and
being unwilling to binder the activities of
the Opposition by my presence in its ranks,
and considering it my duty, I retire definite-
Iy trom all political activity”

Rivera further declares that his aym-
pathy continues as formerly with the Op-
position program as against the opportun-
I.lilm and adventurism of the official leader-
ship.
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