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Aftermath of Needle Trades Convention

1. Questions of a Left Wing Program

The convention of the Needle Trades
Warkers Industrial Union met at a cril-
ical poriod in the Left wing labor move-
ment. Cieal and complicated questions of
the struggle for a class union, directly af-
fecting the welfare of the sweated and
oppreased workers in  the infustry and
bearing on the course of Left wing union-
jam in general, pressed insistently upon
thiz convention for an answer, They Dpresa-
ed in vain, A false answer wa3d given
there to the basic gquestions of external
policy as well as to those relating to the
interral lite of the union,

Krrora which have accumulated into
a avatemn and broughss about a crisls in Uhe
organization, weakening it in the face of
its preat tasks and respomaibilities and
supplying a corresponding strength to its
encinies, were formally ratified and laid
down as a gulding line for the future. The
Stalin faction of the Communist Iarty,
which held the convcnlion in the steel vise
of mechanical control, gave another dem-
ons:ration there of its bankruptey on the
trads unlon gquestion, Repercussions [rom
the convention decisions will be sure and
awift: they will fall wpon the uwnion, and
conzequently upon ithe workers whose [ate
iz hownd up with i, like heavy blows over
the head.

Tarty Factionalism Pominates

The convenbion was a Held day for
Parly factionalism. It was comnsecrated
primarily to a pogrom against the adber-
ents of Lovestone—a disgusting exhibition
of mob spirit, full of menace for the [u-
ture of a union. Howls and boos and the
caucus steam-roller—these were the an-
swers to all criticisms and- proposals, re-
gardiess of their merit, which did not em-
anate from the Party steering cominitlee,
Mot even blows were spared in the “idoo-
logical” struggle. The Lovesloneites, who
were the first 10 employ these melbods in
the Communist and Left wing movement,
pol a double dose of Ltheir own medicine at
the Needle Trades Workera convonliona.
But it was not they who will be the logers
by It. The Stalinists, who imagined that
their mobh and hooligan tactics were con-
tributing to the siruggle againgh Lovestone.
jamn, were only demonstrating how well
they have acquired some of its mosl abom-
inaile features. The Left wing movement
and lThe Communist Party will pay a heavy
pricz for every “victory” gained by these
maonns,

Factional exclusion from the leading
bodies of the union did not step at the
Lovestoneltes, the “excluders” of yeaterday.
Members of the Party who have ventured
to exercire a mild “self-criticism’™ againat
the ruling bureaucrats were also eliminated
from all positions wverything was cul
and dried in advance to the last delail
The * democracy”™ was simply window=
lreasing for the gullible, Jobhnstone, tha
Parly representablve, boased the convention
ujke an arrognat drill sargeant, the verit-
abile saymbol of triumphant ignorance! The
leadership of the union, which had al-
ready been whitlled down to Party mom-
hers, was still further narrowed to mem-
hera of the Stalin faction of the Party,
Thus the Stalinists strengthen their po-
gition in the apparatus by weakening the
base of the union among the masses. On
the side of internal policy the union s
worge off than belore.

False Attlinde on Leit Wing

Tn the most important and decisive
queztions of external policy the convention
alsp gave the wrong answera, By declar-
ing formally against the organization of a
Laft wing in the reactionary unions in the
indusiry the convenlion chopped away the
bridge to the workers in theSe unions, and
they are the overwhelming majority of tho
organized workers in the industry. ‘This
decizion, and tha theory which motivates
it—ihat the right wing unions are “com-
pany unions"—are both wroDg and are
bowr | o bring catastrophic results.

iers may be somoe who go s0 far as
to (hink that this decision has sealed the
doam of the new union of the Ieft wing.
Bub in our jndgement such an opinico is
not woll founded, The danger that the
Mol Teades Workers Indusirial Union

wilt derenevale into an impolent 2ect no
dovsr evizts, and this dapgey haa bean in-
ere cxl by ilie unwise deciaiona of the con.
voo P bt fhore Ia yet Uime Lo correcl Lthe
[ “ fhe conrsa, It is Lo this

By James P. Cannon

task that the militants of the Left Opposl-
tion, who are gssembling in the union, must
devote themselves, 7The first prerequisite
for auccesa in this struggle for the salva-
tion of the union is clarity in their own
ranks on the question of a program for the
union. This is the decisive guestion, The
present relation of forcea means litble; it
will be shattered by the impact of events,
and soon enough. The correct programn is
the basiz on which the Opposition Com-
munists, triumphant forces of LomOrrow.
will gecura their victory—and the viclory
of the Left wing workers.

The Relatlom of Forees

fur policy must proceed Ifrom an an-
alysis of the actual sitnation and the pre-
geny relation of forces in the Industry.
Facts aund not wishea are important here.
Thao situation is approximately as [ollowa:

In the industry as a whole there are
over 000,000 workara. _ .

The Right wing unions have betwecn
150,600 and 200,000 membera,

The Taoft wing unlon has at most E.-ﬂhl':ﬂl
members-—less ju good standing.

Cousider those figures for a moment.
The Right wing unlons contain about 40%
of the workers in the entire industry; the
Left wing union has about 1%. A further
concretization shows that the membership
of the Left wing union has the bulk of ils
organized strength iu the dress making
shops. 1ts hold on the cloak makers and

furriers is very weak organizationaily at
the present ple, In the men's clothing
fleld, the field dominated by the Amal-
gamated. the strongest union in the indua-
try, it has nolhing. In the millinery sec-
tion it has little. Thede Hgurea are very im-
portant as a point of departure, but they
do not tell the whole story. There are
pther important factors mora favorable to
the lLeft union.

The figures cited above are not a true
representation of the actual strength of the
rival organizations. The memborsghip ol
the Right wing unions, and particalarly of
the International Ladies Garment Workers,
is based on shop conirol, agreementa wilh
the bosses and job compulsion, Thanks Lo
the partnership of the union officials with
ihe Dbosses, a partoership sealed by the
capitalist state powed, the workers are
compelled to belong to the Right wing
union in order to get work in the ashops
affected.  Terrorism, hunger amnd Lhe de-
moralization of the Left wing forces were
the whips with which the workers wore
driven into the Right wing ranis,

Yitality of Lefls

Sympathy f[or the Jaft wing is very
strong among large sections of these reg-
isterad workers. All informed workers in
the trade testify to this, “My heart is
with you but 1 must make a living,” is a
common answer of Lhe registercd warkers
to the appeals of the Left wing, There is
no doubt that the Left wing influence has
declined in the past two yeara but it re-

Delegations to U.S.S.R. and the Opposition

The Inoternational Committee of the
Faderation of Friends of the Soviel Union
has launched an appeal bo the workers and
labor organizations of Germany, England,
Ireland, France, Belgium, Holland, Swilzer-
land, Luxemburg, Austria, Czecho-Slovak.
ja, Norway, Denmark, Sweden and Canada
concerning the invitations of the Central
Council of the Trade Unions of the Soviet
Union to serkpl Workemg Delegations in
June and July.

In the course of its struggle with the
official leaderahip of the Comintern and its
centre, the Stalin faction, the International
Left Opposition with the Ruasian Opposi-
tion at its head has despite all slander and
distortion of ita poaitlon continually man-
ifested itz solidarity with the Communist
workers and their Party, its unreserved
daevotion to the Russlan workers' atate, In
its struggle with the sellf-satisfied official-
dom, the I[.eft Opposition bas never [or a
moment forgotten the magnitude of the rev-
olutionary achlevements, deapite the in-
numerahle mistakes of the leadership. On
the c¢ontrary, to extend this gigantic labor
and to fortify it was the sum and substanca of
the activity of the Opposition. Hence we
warmly welcome the appeal of the Frienda
of the Soviet Union. The workers delega-
tions to the Soviet Union have always oc-
cupied a foremost place in the defence of
the Soviet Unlon againat the wild cam-
paigns of the capitalish press and partic-
ularly in the expesure of the contemptible
slanders of the social democratic leader-
ahip, The workers' delegations issuing out
of the oppresalve atmosphere of the cita-
dela of Imperialism breathe in A new at-
mosphera of proletarian freedom and learn
to know with their own eyes the sigantic
achievements of their class,

The call for the election of delegates
comes at a time which is characterized by a
rebrogreasion of the Jommunist movement
in sharpest contradiction to the favorable
objective situation. The ebb of the massca
from Cowmmunism has unfortugately also
weakened their active interest in the Soviet
Union. All the more energetically is it
necesgary (hat the massea participate in
the campaign for the election and dispalch
of workers' delegationa... Bat the huge
pressure exercised by tha Party apparatus
atus now as before hamatrings the ioitia-
tive gnd mobility of the working class el-
ement, Nothing could more efectively
underming the wvalue and purpose of the
delegabions than the artifcial undemocratic
methods in thelr composition, buareaucratic
tricka and machinations. The Oppoaition
must fight shonlder to shoulder with the rev-
olutionary workera that the delegations be
the result of an gofive and nterasied move-
ment of the workers

But this doesn’t exhaust the obligatuons
of the Opposition. The delegations this year
assume in conneclion with the prevailing
situation a parbicular significance and can
fulfil a particular mission, Can thay nel be
of great service lo the working clasa by
bringing light on the general political sig-
nificance of the struggle of the Musaian Lall
Dpposition, the Import and meaning of which
is aystematically distorted by the ofMcial
leadership? Can they throw some light on
the "organizational” side of this struggle—
and particularly the most recent phase of
the campaign of repression against the Rus-
slan Opposition?

Since the shooting of the revolulionary
Party member, Blumkin, a considerabla
space of time has passed. But up lo the
very present not a word by way of selfl-
justificntion has passed the lips of those
who were réesponsible for the murder. There
is nothing strange in this. There would not
have been foumwd & single revolutionary
worker in the world who would bave ap-
proved the enormity of pasassinating an Op.
sition CCommunist for his views The assas-
gins maintain silence., We must presas for
an explanation.

The shot which on Stalin’s order killed
Blumkin was the prelude to a hitherto un-
paralleled campaign of persecution of Oppo-
gitioniata for their views in prisons, in sol-
itary conflnement, in the wastez of Siberia,

In these circumstances it behooves the
workers elected by their clasa to invesati-
gata the lifoe of our proletarian fatherland,
to demiand on the ground an explanation
and an accounting fpr the suppreasion of
the Oppoaition Communista. Thia demand
was not refused the soclalist leaderas of
Wastern Europe, the beiravers of the pro-
letarfat, when they asked to examine the
conditions of the imprisoned Mensheviks
and social revelutlonaries at the time of
the heaviest struggles of the Rmssian Work-
ers State. 50 much the less can the re-
quest for an inquiry be legilimately re-
fused to revelutionary workers who proved
to be the stauncheat fighters for the Ocg-
tober Revolution.

The Left Opposition, robbed Ly the
bureaucratic regime of the poasibility to
make ita demanda within the framework
of the Party, will have representatives
through these delegations ‘The delegates
will be charged with energetically ascer-
taining the facts regarding the fate of
Blumkin and the other comrades who hawve
been ahot, of favestigaling the situation of
the imprisoned and exiled Communista. It
ia the duty of all revolutionary workers to
s to it that the delegales elected are
those with the necegsary courage and vigor
to take a stand for bhe porsecobed Com
muniat revolplionaries, IAY FFRANKEL

maias & powerful force in the masses, And
the leadership of the Communist Party in
‘the Left wing movement (s indiaputable,
There is no other important power.

These facts are & remarkable teatimony
to the vitality of the Left wing movement
amoung the needle trades workers and to
their deep-scated hatred for the Secialist
betrayers. Not all the compulsion and ter-
rarism of the boesaes, the reactionary labor
leaders and the police, and—what is equally
noleworthy—not all the Dblunders of the
Party and I.eft union leaderaship, have bean
able to change fundamentally the genti-
ments of the workers. The real slrenghh
of the Left wing union is much atronger in
the avmpathy of the masses lhan ita or-
ganiaation, as that of e I Wt whg
unjons s wealker.

Thoe five or six thousand mewbers of
the Laft wing union are, for the mosat part,
the battle-tried mititands, the dyanamie [orce
in the industry. They constitute, and will
constitute, the core of the [uture fighting
movement which will smash the present
alignmaut. A Commuanist poliey for the
next atages of the struggle must be based on
them, as in the past. There is the reserve
pawer which is not shown by the mem-
berahip figures of the rival unions.

The Necdle Trades Workers Indus=
trizl Uniom i3 not an artifcial creation.
1f was formed as the rasulf ©f an unavold-
albile aplit forcad by the traitorousa lecdera
of the LI.GW.II. and the Furriers' Union.
It had masses of workers behing it The
Left uniom bas a real base in sectious of
the Indastry and, as such, haas every claim
to sapport.  Tohe first point in Communist
policy musat be: to organize the unorgan=-
ized and buwild the new pnjon,

BEut thia is only part of the proper pra-
gram, not the whole of it ag the convenlion
proclaimed, In next week's article we will
nudertake to explain the necessity of ore
ganizing a broad Left wing in the reacs
tionary unions of the industry, the matheds
and slogans with which this lask can ba
accomplished, and the falsity of the theory
of "Company 1'nionism” which has been
invented to justify a suteidal policy,
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The Militant Invites Leit wing needie
trades workers to wrife for its colamus
on the situation jm the vnion and to
glve theic vie g on the problems of
their movemeni, Articles written In
any language will be trabsiafed Into
English and printed. The Daily Worker
Is the elosed organ of the cynleal bur-
eancrats—the Militani aims to Lecome
the volee of the milltant ramk pnd file,
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Trade Union Policy

A correct policy oam the (rade union
queslion and ils consistent sxeculdon by
& sound Communist leadership are declalve
for the expansion of the Party as the
leaders of the strugzling masaes. More-
aver, the tactica of the Left wing, led by
Lthe Party, & dynamic force of gigantic im-
portance, will be one of the most vital
determining factors in the future course and
development of the trade union movement.

The narrowng base of the A. F. of L.
and the increasingly reactionary conduct
and policy of its leadership ralse before
the Party and the Teft wing the problem of
organizing the unorganized workers in the
basic industries, primarily the mnskilled
and half-skilled, who are becoming radi-
calized and ready for. struggle. 1U is the
task of the Party and Left wing to lead
in the work of organizing these masses
into new industrial unions. The center of
gravity in our trade uniom work Lelongs to
this sphere, This has been indicated by
the whole situation for some time and tha
long delay of the Party in shaping its
course in this direction due to the reslat-
ance of the leadership, haa already had
exbremely harmful consequencea.

— FROM THE PLATFORM OF
THE COMMUNIST OPPOSITION
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<MY LIFFE"

All readera o1 the Mililant and thelr
friends, who desire to get their copy of
of leon Trolsky, "My Life", should make it
g point to order the book directly thmugﬁ
the Militant, Shipment will be made the
day the order is received, and the cost of
the book, five dollars, ($5.00), covers the
pos'age charge. Eend your order, together
with money order or caash to

THE MILITANT

2% Third Avenue, New York, N. T,




