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The fresh breaks en the stock market
June 12 and 16, the most devastating since
1ast November, burat amother bubble in the
medicine-man tactica of Hoeover, the vaunted
engineering genius whose election slogan
was “"Business Administration™ Cotton has
alumped, Steel productiom has declined.
The index for automobile production drop-
ped June 14, 36.8 per cent below that of
fast year.

Put the obviously well-fed Secretary
of Aszriculture Hyde maintaing his polse.
The nation, he declares in a statement, “is
back at work..We have sullered from little
more than seasonal uwnemployment. ..
there was relatively litble distress..."™ 1t
¥ou are of a credulous nature you can
take his word for it. On the other hand
there are the wvery congervalive figurea
of the official Bureau of Labor Statistics
which reports g further decline of 1.0 per
cent in employment and 2.4 per cent in
payroll totals in the manufacluring indus-
trics in April of this year as compared
with Aprit 1323,

It may be added that there are in-

deed “unemploved” who have * suffered
relatively listle distresas” These are tha
horde of dividend “receiveras whose nur-

tured fingers neither toil wor spin but
can and do clip coupona. Recorded div-
idend and interest payments in May of
this yvear were actually $570.000,000 com-
pared with F490,000.000 a year ago.

The slgng accumulate that the
capitalist class will seek a way out of
this crisis by a campaign for the “de-
flation” of the workers’ wagea, In cloge
collaporation with the goclal democratic
bureaucracy of the CGeneral Labor Feder-
ation the CGerman industrialista have in-
itlated a movement for a ten per cent

wage cout to challenge c¢oal and steel
market: of Great Britain and the United
Slates, The capikz Wtz of the Unkted

Btatea will not lag [ar bebind, It will
be a dastardly betrayval of the iotereszts
of the German worlkers by their “leader-
ghin” but noting that the bureaucri's
of the American Federation of Labor can-
not cmulate.

Government reports indicate that per
capita, earoings in manufacturing ojlus-
tries im April of this year had droppad
4.5 per cent from the levels of 1329, The
textile - eapitalista, bituminous coal and
ateel iadustriea, where unemplovment is
on the gnerease are beginoing to talk
openly of wage cats. The open shop or-
ganizations are becoming increasingly ac-
tive.

The situation requires a thorough
ovorhauling of the present course of the
Communist Party. The theology of the
“third period” must give place toa Marxist
appraisal. The workers of the United States
are on the eve not of offensive revolu-
tionary strugglea bub of defensivé strug-
gles to reaiat the capitalist onslaught. I
the Party doea not give leadership to tho
masses, [ It fails to develop a concrels
- program of action, if it refuses to or-

ganize & broad unlted front of the maases,
if it blindly adherea to s impotent and
blind agitation eagainast “social fasolsm”,
the soclal democrats and the labor bur-
eauncrata will be the gainers; the masses
and the Party will be the losers.

The Commumisl movement has suf-
fered heavily from the present factional re-
glms and its false theories. 'Thousands
of workers have been alienated from Ita
fofluence. But there (s atill time to re-
trace the steps of the Party to a line of
revolutionary reallsm. The great tasks
before the Party demand a concentration
of Communist forcea on the basis of Par-
ty domocracy.

—_—— —. .

Defeat the Capitalist Offensivel

Organize United Front Against Unemployment and Wage Cuts|

Equipped with thousands of dollars for
préeliminary exnenses, the Senate haa
launched its star-chamber “investigation™
into Communist “plotting” in the United
States, The Hoover government, the Na-
tional Civiec Federation, and the American
Federation of Labor are a single united
front. With the ghost of the Infamous Pal-
mer preslding, cabinet officials, labor fa-
kers, stool-plgeons, hungry politicians and
the remaioder of the unsavory crew Dbur-
dening soclety, will testify to the existence
of a “Red Conaplracy™,

The (risis of Ameriean Capliallsm

Outeide, in every city of thae United
States, members of an army of six million
unemployed form in bread line. In the
shops, relentlessly driven by the speed-up,
workers face the menace of wage-cuts, Maa.
ter-incitled Souptheérn mobs burn and lyvnch
poor Negroes. Militant labor organizers
of the unorganized and the wnemploved in
Gastonia, Georgia, California and New
York are imprisoued, sent fo the chain
gangs, or threatened with the electric
chair. But parasitical coupon clippers gar-
ner the biggest dividends in ycars. Con-
greas stamps approval on a Tariff to as-
sure the corporations still vaster monopoly
profita. Military expenditures for the
naxt imperialist strugele reach bhe high-
est peak in history,

The tribunala of the Spanish Inquisi-
tion sat in judgement over bourgeois pro-
testantism. The Czarlst autocracy sat in
edgement over Rassian revolutlionaries.
The United States Senate “investigates Com-
munizm”, The past is replete with judge-
ments of the dying over the living, of the
forces of reactlion over thoge of revolution,
But when have such iovestigatons and
judgements permanently halted the advance
of history or the development of the class
struggle 7 The spectre of Communism
which Marx marked as haunting the Euro-
pean bhourgeoisie of 1848 has materialized
in the Soviet power of today. Nor could
any Holy Alllance, Romanoff Ochrana, mas-
gacre of Communards or strategy of . Bis-
marck prevent i

The Open Consplracy of Commuonism
.. It mepds no investigation to establish
that international Communism i3 a great-
er danger to world capitalism than ever be.
fore. Communism is8 an open conspiracy.
“The Communista have always disdained to
conceeal their aims"”. We openly conspire
to organize the workeras for immediate im-
provements in their living conditions. We
openly conspire to avall .ourselves of every
atrike, every lockout, every demonstration
to sharpen the edge of the class struggle,
to lay bara the process of capitalist axploit-
ation and government supprossion

HUGO OEHLER JOINS OPPOSITION

Through the adhesion of Huge Oeliler to the platform of the Communist
Leagae of Amorica (Opposition), the Leit Opposition reeruils one of the best types
of organizers thail the American Communist movement has yei developed. Comrade
Oehler was the representaflve of the Nutlonal Texlile Workers Unlon in its organizing

campuaign In the South during the Gastonia struggle and thereafier.

He was every-

where hailed 85 a courageosu and clearheaded fighier and leader.

Hugo Ochler has held numerous posis In the Communist Party.

He was or-

ganizer of the Kansas Districet of the Communist Party, and doring the Colorado coal

minors strike directed the Party’s work In the field,

He 15 well known to all mili-

tanis, clnss consclons workers and revolufionists in the West and Sounth, as well as
to the Party organization geneérally. Oehler has presented the statement in the cur-
rent lssue of the Mililitant to the Central Executive Committee of the Communist Party
and te the Distriet Committee In Chicago whére he Is at present working.

The pre-convention discussion of the
Communist Party, the Thesis to the conven-
tion aud the Comintern organizatiom letter
list the greatest number of shortcomings
the Party has ever had presented o any of
its conventionz. A review of these docuy-
ments will convince one at once that they are
not shortcomings in the nature of a progres-
sing party that is at a higher level but at
a lower level in comparison witl. the past,
especially in relatiom to the increasingly
favorable objective situation.

Bankruptey of the Centrist Party Regime

The Central Committee s presenting to
the Tth convention a unanimous thesis and
roaolutions that have been printed In book-
let form (after DBedacht's trip) which
means it ia approved by our parcnt body
in the Tnternational Office. Thls procedure,
following the Comintern organization letter
to the conventlon and the admitted mass
of blunders, mistakes and shortcomlngs
means (1.0 That our present leadership Is
not capable of drawing up an analysis of
of the present sltuatlon. (2.) That our in-
ternational leadership does not trust this
task to our American leadership. (3.)That
the delegatea to the Tth Convention are
not trusted with this task,

A leadership not capable of drawing
up ilm own analysia is not capable of lead-
ing the revolutiomary party. A conven-
tion that does not protest this action Is a
atrait-jacket convention and mot a unity
convention. Leadership of the masses can-
not be appoloted froom tha Totarnatlonal

offic 1-—It ean only be obtained and held by
actugl leadership in theoretical and prac-
tical problems: facing the working class,
Leadership in the Marxian sense cannot
aprout from the top like the Peppers,Love-
stones and the present incompelants. The
theals presented dealing with the short-
camings does not and epnnol deal with
their fundamenlal causes.
The Menace of Revislonlsm

The Manifesto of the Communist Op-
position to the rank aond file and the Tth
Convention is a document thar clears the
way for the membership to - corroct un-
dersthnding, The Manileslo points out
the rools of the present Party crisis, not
ouly facing wa in this country but facing
our comrades in the other parties of our
International., The revision of Marxism
by the Stalin-Bucharin leaderahip hasg de-
rajfled the movement in the awamp of the
non-Marxist, eclectle, utopian, reactionary
theory of the “Building of Socialism In one
country”, the colonial revolutionary policy
and the tactlcs of the “third period”. Ac-
tivity and more activity will not replace
correct Marxist theory and thess problems
first brought up by the Russian Opposition,
seemingly remote and of no concerw Lo the
clasa struggle In America are the deter-
miniog causes of the present chaotic con-
dition in an otherwise objectively favorable
situation.

The Communist Party is the instrument
of the working class used as the leader and

Contnued on Page §

We openly conspire to rouse the work-
ers to resist the mobilizatlon plans for
the next war by a revolutionary struggle
for the defence of the Sovlet Unlon, We
openly conspire to separate the masases fn
the American Pederation of Labor from
tkfr treacherous &nd bureaurcratlec mis-
leadership of the Willlam Grecns and the
Mathew Wolls. We openly conspire to ore
gainze the tolleps of the Unted States for
the proletarinn revolution to overthrow the
capitalist system and replace the business
dletatorship by a revolutlonary Workers’
Giovernment,

But as a matter of fact the capitalist
class has mo [llusions about the nature of
the Communist conspiracy. The investig-
ation is a cover for something else. Tha
ruling class alms to master the deepening
economle crisis and improve its position
for a sharper attack on the world market
and by an ofiensive for wage reductions. The
employers are fully aware that as & result
of the mwass unemployment and the wWage-
cutting offensive, tens of thousands of
workers hitherto faithful to the traditions
of capitalist poltics and the craft preju-
dices of the AF. of 1. will be radicalized
by their experience of misery, They are fur-
!;her conscious that the leaven in the work-
ing clasa is the Communist movement, that
the Communists understand the laws of
cﬂp!lalist cconomy and the fraud of bour-
Eools democracy. To suppress the Com-
munlsts, to terrorize these proletarian lead.-
era who croon no pacifist and liberal lul-
labies, becomes the entering wedge of the
capitalist offensive against the whole worl.
lng class,

The Tasks of the Communist arty

In this siluation wvery heavy respons-
sibilitica rest upon the leadership of the
Communist Party. Sectarlanism in thosae
nllr-:':umaaa:mea would be tantamount to po-
litical crime against the interests of the
proletariat.  The possibilities for the ad-
vance of the revolutionary movement are
great.  But to avail ourselves of this lig-
tory opportusty. the Party must give
leadarship to 4 UNITED FRONT movement
against the capitalist offensive. The Party
will wot be able to do so until jt breaks
wl_th its present course of bling faction-
alism awd adventuriam. The sftuation
must boe soberly analyzed for wlhat it s,
There is no immedate “acute revolutionary
Crisis”, There are yot no “offensive revolu-
tionary struggles” on the horizon, The
masses have not yet deserted the labor
bureancrats and the social reformisis. The
cajtalist class of this country has not yet
lost ils confidence and ity power to rule.
But the defensive struggles of the workers
can with correct leadership Dbecome thae
atarting point for revolutionary struggles’
in the future. The Party must woed out
the verbiage of the “third period” or thae
Party will be wrecked for wyears,

For Communist Unlty!

The Teft Communists {Communist
League of America) are profoundly opposed
tu_ the present Parly regime and itz revi-
Bionist theories on an international scale
But in the interests of the promotion of t.hu-
workera' Uniled Front, we are prepared
Lo support every step that the Party under.
takes for a concrete programt of action
against the capitalist offenaive, Once starts
od in this direction, we are confident that
tI_m momentum of the clasa struggle wiil
vindicate to the Party mebership the full
Justice not only of the ptrategy we advoocats
for the avery-day struggle but the histor-
ical yalidity of the revolutionary Leninist
principles which motivate our tactics.

—MAURICE SPECTOR



