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The Men;ce of Fascism

BEDRLIN—

IFor several weeks Lthe new governiment
of the bourgeois bloc, the governments of
Pruning-Schiele-Treviranus has been In
office, From the outset, it has placed it-
self under the sign of menacing &ict-ﬂl?r-
ship. It sought a parliamentary mnjunt_y
put i declared at the same time that if
this majority were not forthcoming, it
would net resign—but would govern Wwith-
out parliament.

“waring the twenly-one months when
the social democracy had power in its
hands, 1t prepared the ground for a strong-
er reaction; the bourgeois bloc took pos-
gessjon of the Moe¢ which had been willed
to it by the coalltion—to carry out in &
sgpeedier and more yrutal fashion that
which the social demenvTacy has begun: the
tbrottling of the working class.

it was evident to every remlumﬂpaw
Marxist that the social democratic coalition
could only play the role of preparing the
way. Nothing could ke more false than
the conception that the official Communist
Party theoreticians defend nowadays at‘te:é
trying to rid themselves of t_'na theory o
goclal fascism. A leading article of the
Interpational (No. 7) says among other
things that in the course of r-e-u:fm Years
every government has marked “one H:Ljep
further in the direction of the tascist de-
velopment of Germany” and that conse-
guently the “Muller government was ob-
viously as reactionary 2 government a8
those which preceded it.”

Thia mechanical conception hag nothing
jp common with Marxism and completely
disregards the development of the class
gtrugzle which fs full of econtradictions.

Why did the bourgeoisie, which called
the Scocialist party to the government after
ihe electionsz of 1935 80 prutally dismisa
jie “socialist” domestica in 19307

The Communist Party and the Left-

ward Movement !
The hourgeois government bloc sul-
fered a mark defeat in 192% in the Relchstag
elections. The piratical tariff policy and
the reactlopary secial policy, _t'nu brutal
moagures of capitalist rationalization had
get the masgses in motion. About & million
and a half petty-bourgecisie, workers and
medinm and poor peasants turned irom the
Right to the Left wing of the bourgeoisle,
towards the social democracy, whic!i in-
creased its vote from 7,881,000 to 9,151 000
votes. Half a million workers abandoned
reformism and the open bousgeois camp,
to go to the Communist Party whose vote
snereased from 2,700,000 to 3,260,000, The
vears 1927 and 1928 witnessed an increas-
ing activity of the masses. To stop the
development to the Left and to bring con-
{fusion to the masses, to disintegrate thelr
elan—that was the function of the coalition,
Today aiter nearly 1wo years one muset
admit that the bourgeoisie has ln.ra:el.y al-
tained its object. Despile as reactionary
a phlicy as possible in nearly every fleld,
the sacial democracy ancceeded in putting &

bralke on the militancy of the masses.

With the aid of the Young Flan it sac-
cecldad in sowing illusions {nside the pro-
letariat. And as the Communist Party
did not know how to lead the masses into
struggle step by step, sor to organize
them by the revolutionary application of
the tactics of the united fromt, DO real
strugzle was developed agalnst the Young
Plan azainst the capitalist offenygive, and
as the Left current of 1923 did not develop
further, no real mass desertion of the
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Spanish Left Organ Appears

The Militant is glad to report that the
gpanish sectlon of the International Left
Opposition bas just been able to establish
an organ of its own under the name of
wigainst the Current”, It is to begin as
a semi-monthly and will aim to become a
weekly.

The sitmation in Spain, with the pre-
vailing ferment imong the workers and
peasants following the end of the Primo
de Rivera regime is favorable. The Oppo-
sition has already made gralfying galos in
the fight to win the masses for the revolu-
tionary line against the Stalin faction
which has control of the Parly &appar-
atug. Our warmest fraternal greetinga to
our Spanish comrades,

workers from the social democracy !0 the
Communist Parly took place.

Tricked by the social democracy, re-
pelled by the Communist Party's pali!ins
of bluff, the bombastic phrasemongering
which held sway over the Wedding Con-
gresa of the Parly, great masscs of clasg
conscious workers sank into apathy and In-
difference, lens of thousands have been
lured over into the camp of the fascists,
The anger, the discontent and even the
revolutionary hatred of the social demo-
cratie party have grown aAmong the masses
but at the same time confidence in the
leadership and slogans of the Communist
Party, in the political correciness of its
line in the immediate struggles, has waned,

The bourgeoisie is well aware of this
change in the outlook of the masses. To-
day the bourgeclsie fears incomparably
less than in 1928 the development of a
revolulionary movement agalnst its domin-
ation.

The Dourgeolsie Dismisses the
Nocial Democrncy

That is why the preparatory role of
the #ocial democracy hdas come to its.
cloge: the bourgeoisie feel it can now
reach its ends without the direct aid of the
gocialist party. The party was shown the

door. After the abrupt attack of Schact
agalnst Hilferding (December, 1329 )the
end of the coalition was only a matter of
weeks., ..,
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The new bourgeois bloe (Bruning-
gchiele-Treviranus) is by its very nature
& transitional regime, With ita Jeft foot
it supports itself on the parliamentary re-
gime with its right foot it rests on the
open dictatorship. 1 1 contrary to all pre-
dietions, the resistance of the masses
sgainst the regime of the bourgeols bloc
should become too strong, the reoad 1o a
new coalition would not be barred, The
transition to such o regime as exists in
Thuringia—parliamentary in its externals
and fascist jn ite essence—is guite within
the realm of possibilities. What is least
likely Is that the bourgeoisie will at the
present time openly instal g fascist regime,
leiting the pavliamentary mask fall. The
legal and semi-legal possibilities are not
yot exhausted, the class struggle in Ger-
many has not yet taken on that form which
compels the hourgeoisie to renoubdce the
advantages of parliamentarism,

The traditional character of the present
regime reflects the profound crisis in which
bourgeols democracy finds itsell in Ger-
many. The ecrisis in all the bourgeols
parties is the expression of the same phen-
omenon: but the crisis of bourgeols democ-
racy itself is only the cxternal expreasion
of the crisis of the capitalist social order.
The solution of this crisls will depend on
the further development of the class sbrug-
ple in Germany., i, L.,
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Communism and the Negro Problem

The MIltant welcomes membership
dlscussion on all the basle problems
of the Communist movement. We do
not regard leading committees as the
gole repositories of all the wisdom of
Marxism and Leninism. What is called
the Megro problem especially is one
that will bear a good deal of thorough
study and discussion. The easiest line
of approach would be to repeat some
glib formula.

Discussion articles on {his or oth-
er guestiong of Communist theory and
strategy should be as brief and to the
point as possible ia view of our limited
space. —Editors

Philadelphia., Pa.
Editors, the Militant:

Some time ago 1 heard a member nt_‘
the Communist Party, Ben Thomas, slate
in a lecture that the Megro should be given
autonomy, and that jn such districts wWhere
the Negro is in a majority, a Negro Soviet
Republic should be set up, My reaction to
this was strongly in Opposition. It seemed
to me that this was a purely mechanical
attempt to introduce European, African or
Aslatie conditions into America. 1 am
not afraid of being nalled as an “exception-
et when I state that the American Negro
Problem s an American problem and mustl
be solved on the basis of actual conditions
in Amertea. That it cannot be solved with
any transplanted formula.

What is the situation here? Js the
Negro a National Minority, in the Europegn
sense? Has he a culture, or a4 language
that ig different from the American people?

Most emphatically no! The American
Megro is integrally a part of the American
working class and any attempt to segre-
gate him is abszolutely wrong. The Com-
munist movement should bend every effort
to eradicate every tendency in that direc-
tion.

What the Negro needs is class cons-
ciousgness, not race consciousness.

Bourgeois Negroes are themselves try-
ing to build up race consciousness, shout-
ing for race interests, They desire that the
Negro should be segregated into separate
gchools, in order that Negro daughtera
ghould have opportunities to become
schoolteachers. They want Negroes to pat-
ronize Negro doctors, dentists, merchants,
bankers, ete...Why? For the particular
advancement of the Negro professions, elc.

The Communist movement should avoid
thia pitfall, Every effort to segregate the
Negro should be fought. Negro girls should
not teach Negro cvhildren, they should,
when qualified as teachers teach any
school, ne consideration of thelr race or
color should be glven, Negro children
should go to schools in the districts In
which they live, there should be no Negro
schoola.

Thare should be no Negro labor umnions,
Workers should unite! Marx was not

wrong when he said, Workers of all lands.

Unite!

When the American Civil War occur-
red, Marx was strongly for the Northern
cause and supported Abrabam Lincoln. He
gaw that part of the American working
clags was still under chatlel slavery. Their
color wag not a factor. Today the whole
Awmerican wolking class 18 uwpder wage
glavery and color is not a factor,

The finest way In the world to play
into the hands of the Soulhern bourgeoisie
is to talk about Negro Sovieta. They will
immediately translate this into Negro dowm-
fnauoe, o4l with this slogan lhey can
alienate the Southern whites “of the work-
ing clasa,

Segregalion evenm when apparenlly for
the good of the MNegro is wrong,

Our policy should be to knit closely
together all workers, black and white, na-
tive and foreign.

There is no physlological or binlogical
race hatred, Race prejudices are purely
social and economio, I was raised in
Washington, D. C. and Virginia. I know
that as kids we white and black children
asgociated freely and without prejudice. It
mas only later, when we realized that the
Negro had a lower position, lower even
than our own as “Poor White Trash"™, that
wea developed a superjority complex. White
and blacks in the South woud mingle
freely If permitied. In fact they do in
such lowly circles as bootleggers®, pros-
titutes, etec, where they feel that there is
nothing to lose. Only social advantages
draw the color Jine, Communisis are not
anobs, onr base Iz the workers, and on this
baze we can amnd must build up a4 united
front of the earth’s exploited,

In the South our soviets must be built
up from the workers, black, white and mix-
ed. If the official Party fostera such wrong
ideasy of Negro segregalion we should fight
it.

Summing up then let me state:
© No pational minorities exizt in the
United States, Any efforts to transplant a
foreign eulture, Negro, Jewish, Polish, Eur-
opean or what not, should be vigorously
combatted. There is one American work-
ing class, and it works only to the inter-
est of the Ruling Clasa when efforts are
made to differentlate between the workers

Particularly the Negro has no separ-
ate interests. He is not a foreigner. He la
American for many generations., He has
no natiopal culbure, Russians may be
interested in Russia, Poles in Poland, Jews
in Jerusalem, but the Negro is inlercasted
in America. He is American, Garvey is
dolng all he can to manufacture an arti-
ficial background for the Negro in Africa,
Lét us be careful to aveid such nonsense.

Fraternally,
—K. M. WHITTEN

* ] mean bootleggers in the Southern

gense, who sold drinks out of a botile in a

emall way, not our modern capitalist Al
Cannna' twna

LOVESTONE'S
«AMERICANISM»

Nowadays nobody with eyes in his ﬂ
can mistake the sorry role that LovestoX
and his faction are playing in the Comim

ist movement. Years ago his opportunii
ic ideas could alwaya find shelter a

the protecting arm of Stalin’s Comin
today he must shiver in the rain of er
feism, To illustrate this I will poiat
gagvernl things which occurred at a ]ng
meeting held by the Lovestone group I
the Grand Opera House last week.

About fifteen people attgnded this maet-
ing. The andience was mainly composed off
Lovestoneltes, a few League members and
A stool pigeon of the Y. C. L. gent thers
to ‘report the League members foolish
enough to think they could attepd any
meeting but their own, The reporter of
the evening was Will Herberg, He gave §
fajrly saccurate representation of the eit-
uation in the Party. Any half-way edu=
cated Communist can see the countiess mis.
takez and false policies of the leadership
and the impasse into which they have led
the C. 1. But when he tried to analyze
the cad.ges at the botlom of this erisis ani
to estimate the work and value of thd
Left Opposition he got himself into an aws-
ful mess. His only attempt to (iscuss ths
guestions the Opposition has raized was on
the preblem of Thermidorn,  Firstly he
drew an utterly false pleture of no unity
of opinion among the forces of the Left
Opposition on this guestion., Some, he sald,
believed that Thermidor was already BRo=
complished, others that it waas on its way
amnd still others didn’t believe in it at all

The first view (that Thermidor is Ak
reqdy accomplished in the Soviet Uniopn)
is held by Urbahns, e maintained. And
then, like a typically bankrupt politician
he attacked this view as the one of the Op.
position, This he succeeded In doing, since
it doosn't take much brains to expose as
erraneous & theory like thiz one, But he
didn't dare attack the official viewpoint of

{ Continued on Page 8)

The Role of American Imperialism

Every estimate of the present situation
sk proceed from the fact that the world
center of economic gravity has shifted to
the United States. American imperialism
now ievies tribute from practically all the
capitalist countriea of the world. Thia
development which has risen to its helght
im the period after the world war, hasd
bound up the fate of American Iimperialism
with the economy of the whole world in an
inextricable form. No analysis of its fu-
ture economic course, internally as well as
externally, ¢an be made without a eonsid-
eration of ity International position,

The effect of Amerlca’s direct inter-
vernion In European affairs after the war
was the temporary, partial stabilization of
European capitalism. This stabilization oc.
curred in direct connection with the defeat
of the German proletariat in 1923 and re-
sulted in the consolidation of soclal dem-
octacy for the time. In turn it enabled
the United States to avold the convulsions
that would have affected it inevitably in the
event of the development of the revolu-
tionary wave in Europe.

The United States has expanded iHa
productive capacity which has rought
about a further contraction of markets for
inropean capltalism and consequently &
contraction of the European market itself.
The post-war chaos of Europe has made it
impossible for the debtors of that contin-
ent to’ present a sufficiently consolidated
united front to which they are inclined.
The very strength and expansion of
Amerlecan imperiallsm has laid the found-
aldon for the most violent struggles in
Europe and in the colonial countries, The
European powers must fight among them-
aselves for a larger ration im world econ-
omy, and agalost the United States for the
same reason, ‘The pacifist effect which
American intervenlion had upon the Euro-
pean situation in the beginning is now be-
ing transformed by the process of devel-
opment into a revolutionizing effect. Amer-
ican imperialism {8 now begioning to look
for a solution of its own approaching in-
ternal convulsions at the expense of Eur-
ope, and primarily of Germany, and in-
creased exploitation and imperialist raida
on Latin America and China,

— FROM THE PLATFORM OF
THE COMMUNIST OPPOSITIO
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