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The Slogan of the

{China has been and will continue
to be one of the touchstones of Marx-
{st theory and Leninist strategy in tha
Communist International. The Stalin
regime has brought an incredible amount
of confusion into the ranks of the Com-
munists regarding the character, the
perspectives and the slogans of the
Chinese revolution, This important
contribution by Trotzky on the =logan
of the Constituent Assembly was writ-
ten in reply to some questions of the
Chinese comrades but it is of universal
concern to all proletarian revolutionar-
fes, —Editora.)

1t seems to me that our Chinese friends
ippport too much of metaphysics and-~even
gome scholasticlsm into the question of
political slogans of democracy.

The “dellcacies ' begin with the name:
Constituent Assembly or National Assem-
bly. In Russia until ifje revolution we used
the slogan of Constituent Assembly, be-
canse it most clearly emphasized our break
with fhe past. But you write that in Chin-
pee it iz difficult to formulate this slogan,
If go, it remains to adopt the slogan of
the National Assembly. For the consclous-
ness of the masses the contents of this
slogan will depend, firstly, in the implica-
tlon the revolutionary agitation will glve
It, and secondly, on -the events. You ask:
¥Ia it poasible to carry on agitation for a
Constituent Assembly while denying thad
It ean be accomplished?' But why should
we decide beforehand that it cannot be ac-
complished? Of course the masses Wwill
follow the slogan only it they consider
It feasible. Whoe will accomplish it, and
bow will it be accomplished? Here only
suppositions are possible, Tn case of the
further weakening of the miltery-Kuo-
mintang regime and the growth of dis-
content among the masses, particularly io
the cities, iv §s possible that an attempt
will be made by a part of the Kuomingtang
together with a “third party” to convene
something on the style of a Nationmal As-
gembly. Of course, they will as much as
possible cut into the rights of the more
oppressed classes and layers., Will we
Communists, go into such a cartailed and
manipulated National Assembly? If we will
not be strong enough to replace it, that is
to take over power, we will, of course, go
In. Such a stage would in mo way weaken
us. ©On the contrary, it would help us
gather and develop the forces of the pro-
letarian vanguard. Inside the pseudo-as-
gembly, and partdcularly on the outside
of it, we would carry on our agitation for
A new and more democratic assembly, In
gase of a revolutionary mass movement we
would glmultaneously build Sovieta, It ia
very possible that in such an event the
petty-bourgeols parties would convene a
gomparatively more democratic Nalional As-
sembly, as a dam agalnst the Soviels.
Would we participate in such a sort of
representation?. Of course we would par-
Heipate Again, if we would not b2 strong
tnough to replace the assembly with a
higher form of government, that is the
Boviets. But such a possibility reveals
itselt only at the highest point of reveol-
lutionary ascent. PEut as it ig presently,
we have not as yet approached the begin-
aing.

Even If the Soviets were a fact—which
I8 not the case in China at present—this
In itsslf would not ba cause enough for the
sbandonment of the slogan of the National
Apasembly. The majority in the Soviels may
be (and at the beglnning will certainly be)
in the hands of conciliatory and Centrist
parties and organizations, We will be
interested to have these parties exposed in
the open forum of the Natlonal Assembly.
By this method the majority of the Soviets
will be won over (o our aside sooner, and
much more certainly, When our conguest
of the majority will become a reality, we
will counter-pose the program of the So-
viets against the program of the National
Aspembly, we will gather the majority of the
gountry around the banner of the Sovieta,
which will give us the possibility, in deed
and not on paper, to replace the National
Asgembly, thia parilamentary-democratic
mstitution, by Soviets, as the organ of the
revolutionary class dictatorship,

The Constituent Assembly in RuSsia

In Russia, the Constituent Assembly
saleted only for omeg da¥y., Why? Because
% made its appearance too late, when the
Bovieb power was already in existence, and
tame into conflict with it, In this conflict,
Me Constituent Assembly represented the
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Yesterday of the Revolulion. But let us
Buppose (hat the bourgecois provisiopal
government had been sufficiently decisive
to convene.the Constituent Assembly in
March or April (1917). 'Was it possible?
Naturally it was. The Cadets were busy
with legal trickery to drag out the con-
veling of the Constituent Assemlly in the
hope that the revolutionary wave would
gubgide, The Mensheviks and the Social
Revolutionaries took their cue from the
eadets, If the Mensheviks and the Social
Revolutionariea would have had a little
more revolutionary drive in them they could
have convened the Constituent Assembly
in a few weeks. Would we Bolsheviks have
parlicipated In the elections and in the As-
gembly 1tself? TUndoubtedly,for it was we
who demanded all the tlme the speedieSt
convenlng of the Constlinent Assembly.
Would the course of the revolution have
changed to the disadvantage of the prolet-
arlat by an early convening of the Assem-
bly? Not at all. Perhaps you remember
that the representatives of the Russlan pos-
sessing classes and following theéem also the
conciliators were postponing all the im-
portant questions of the revolution “until
the Constituent Assembly”, at the same
time also dragglng out the convening of
it. This gave the landowners and cap-
italists a possibility to mask to a certain
extent thelr propert: interesis in the ag-
rarian gquestion, industrial, ete. If the Con-
gbltuent Assembly would have convened
let us say in April 1917 then all the social
questions would have been ralted before
them. The possessing clagses would have
been compelled to show their cards, the
treacherons role of the conciliators would
have been apparent, the Bolshevik faction
of the Considtuent Assembly would have
acquired the greatest popularity and have
assisted the Soviets to elect a Bolshevik
majority. Under these ecircumsiances the Con-
atituenti Assembly would have existed not

one day but possibly several months but
that would have enriched the political ex-
periences of the la¥oring masses and not
only would not have retarded the prolet-
arlan revolution but would rather have ac-
celerated it. ‘This in itself would have
been of greatest significance. If the se-
cond roTolution would have occurred not
in Detober but let wus say in July or Aug-
ust the army at the frontd would have been
less exbausted and weakened and the peace
with the Hohenzollerns might bave been
more favorable to uws. Even if we should
azsume that the proletarian revolution
would not come a single day st oner because
of the Constituent Assembly, the school of
revolutionary parlinmentarism wounld not
have passed without leaving its trace on
the politlcal level of the masszes and this
would have made our tasks the day after
the October Revolufion much eaaier.
A Slogan to Mobllize the Masses

1a this sort of a variant possible in
China? It Is not excluded, To imagine
and expect 1hat tha Communist
Parly of China can make the jump from
the present conditions of the rule of the
unbridled bourgeois military ecligues, the
oppression  and dismemberment of the
working class, and the extraordinary low
ebb of the peasant movement to-the sel-
zgure of power-—thiz would be to believe in
miracles. In practise this leads to guerilla
adventurism, to whith the Comintern now
lends fts covert support. We must con-
demn this policy and guard the revolu-
tionary workers f(rom it,

‘The political mobilizatdon of the pro-
letariat and following it the peasant mnsses
Is the first task that must be solved in con-
junction with the present circomsiances.
And thess are the circumstances of the
military-bourgeols counter revolution. the
power of the suppressed magses is in their
number. When they awaken they sirive to
express their strength of Dnumbers in pol-
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Pertinent Questions to the Prometeo Group

Dear Comrades:

A few months ago you addressed fo
me an open letter to which I thia replied.
Now it seems to me the time has come
to address am open letter to your group.

In Paris a preliminary conference of
the Intermational Left Oppositlon was re-
cently held. ‘This conference s &
geripus step forward becauvse it was made
possible only in conseguénce of lengthy
preparatory work of an ldeological charac-
ter. Your group, before the eyes of which
this work was being developed, did not
consider it possible to participate in this
conference, This extremely important fact
of absenteeism prompts me to ask you
the following questions:

1.) Do you assume that Communism
can have a national character? This for
example, 18 the position of Urbehns, who,
while repeating the ritualistic formulas of
internationalism, created a purely Ger-
man sect haviog no conoections in the
whole world and cobseguently deprived of
revoluilonary perspective.  Therefore do
you regerd yourselves as a natlopal cuor-
real or part of an Intermational currenti

2.} 1If in your answer to this gquestion
vou state that you are fully satizfied with
vour Isclated national existence them there
would be mo room for any further gQues-
tions. But I have no doubt that you con-
gider yourselves internationalists, In this
cage the second question looms up: lo
what partleular Interuatlonal current do
you belong? There are now three basic
currents in international Communism: the
Centrist, the Right and the Left (Lenin-
fst), Besides these there are different kinds
of ultra-Left ofishoole who grope about be-
tween Marxism and anarchism. Until now
we thought that you stood nearest to the
Left Opposition. Your hesitancy we as-
eribed to vour pcasible desire to orlentate
yourselves in e davelopment of the Left
Opposition, lwmt sasftancy cannot be main.
tained forever. ldfe Is not stagnant el-
ther in Iltaly or In the rest of the world.
In order 10 join the International Left
there ia no nead whatever for false “mone-
lithiem" in the spirit of the Stalinist bur-
eaucracy. What I8 needed is actual sol-
fdarity on the basle guestions of revplu-
tionary strategy that has steod the test
of the past few ¥Years.

Particular tactical disagreemeniz are
abgolulely unavoidable and can be no ob-
stacle for cloge common work in the [rame-
work of an international organization.
Wherein do your disagreemenis with the
Left Opposition consist? Are they of a
principled or of an episodic character? You
must reply to thia clearly and preecisely,

3.} Your absence from the prelimin-
ary International conference can be inter-
preted  that therea are disagreements of
principle that divide you frof the Left Op-
posaition, Jf this be so a third question
crops up: why don’t you proceed with the
orgnulzation of an Intervational faction of
your own currenti After all you cannot
conceive that revolutionary principles ad-
aptable for the whole world are mob applic-
able to Italy or vice versa. The passive-
conciliatory attitude towardg the Left Op-
position combined with reluciance to joinm
it and the refusal to participate in the life
of the Communist wvanguard of other
countries is characteristlc of national so-
ciallsm or national Communism and has
nothing in common with Marxist Commun-
jsm,

Your reply to these questions is of
gerions consequence not only from theé in-
ternational but firat of all from the Ital-
jan point of view in so far as these two
viewpolnta can be dn any way set off
against one another. The illegal charac-
ter of the Itallan Communist Party makes
it dificult to follow up developments, Ne-
vertheless there can be no doubt that with-
in the framework of the Italfan Communist
Party there are -besides the official f[ac-
tion, your group and the group of Rights
{Tasca), numerous revolutionary elements
who have not yvet openly formulated their
positions. Under these circumstances
vou are among the indefinite elementk,
Meanwhile precisely the illegal existence
of the Parly demands with double force
the full principled clarity of the leading
groups. Your reply will help speed up the
ideclogical crystallization within the. Ital-
lan proletarian vanguard.

It is needless to say that the Russian
Oppositlon would be happy to learn of your
decision to join the International Left,

With Communist Greetinge,
L. TROTSKY

Prinkipo, Aprill 22, 1930

ational Assembly in China

itics through the medium of the yniversal
suffrage. The handful of Communists know
even today that universal suffrage is an in-
strument of bourgeols rule and that they
can liguidate this rule only through the
medium of the proletarian dictatorship. In
this apirit you can educate beforehand ihe
proletarian vanguard, Bub the millions of
the toiling masses can come to the dictat-
orship of the proletariat only on the basis
u}' Eheir own political experience and the
National Assembly would be a progressive
step on this road. This {38 why we come
out for this slogan in conjunction with
four other slogans of the democratic rav-
olution. the transfer of the land to the
neasant poor; the eight hour work-day: the
independence of China; the right of solf-
determination of the nationalities inecluded
in the territory of China.

It is understood that we cannot deny
also such a perspective—it is thearetically
admissable—that the Chinese proletariat
leading the peasant masses and supporiing
itsell on the Sovieta will come to power
before the achievement of the National
Assembly In one or another form. But
for the immedlate period this iz at any rate
improbable, because it presnpposes the ex-
Istence of a powerful and centrallzed rey-
olutlonary party of the proletarint, Dut in
ils absence what other forces will unite
the revolutlonary masses of your glgantio
country? Tn the meantime it 18 our mis-
fortune that there i3 no strong centralizzed
Communist Party in China as yet, It firat
has to be formed. The struggle for dom-
ocracy is the precisely necessary condition
mr__ that, The slogan of the Natlonal As-
sembly would unite the scattered provin=-
cial movements and uprisings, give them
pelitical wnity and ereate the basis for
welding together the Communisg Party as
an all-national leader of the proletariat
and the entire toiling mass.

That is why the slogan of the National
Assembly (on the basis of the universal,
direct equal and sgecret ballot) must be
raised as forcefully as possfble and a
courageous  decisive  struggle  develdped
around it. A month sooner or later tha
sterility of the purely negative position of
the Comintern and the ofeial leadership of
e Chinese Communist Party will merei-
lessly expose itself| This will happen the
sooner, the more decisively the Left Com-
munist Opposition will uynfold and develop
its campaign for the slogans of democracy.
In thiz case the Inevitable crash of the [rorl=
icy of the Comintern will greatly sirength-
én the Left Opposition and will help it

become Lhe declsive force in (he Chinese
proletariat,

April 2, 1930
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The Economic Crisis

American capitalism has been nnable

o overcome the seriouy depressions in ag- |

riculture and in the coal, oil, textile, ship-
ping and other industries, nor will it be
able to prevent the coming decline in iron
and steel and antombile industries.

The rapid increase in brokerage loans,
in face of an average trading volume of
more than five million shares a day, pre-
sages the beglnning of the end of the “bufl?
market far more profoundly than the prica
fall of June 1928, The fact that rates for
stock-market had to be doubled and
quadrupled . bas caused the more realistio
of the bourgeols economists to be wvery
cautious in their predictdons for the coming
Year.

The fate of American imperialisn, we
repeat, is now bound up with its depoend-
ence on world economy., Converzely the
gituation in Eurcpe is directly linked with
the development of American national ec-
onomy. The United States will seek to
use Europe as a shicld to take the blows of
its own difficulties. This will in turn create
such situations in FEurope, above all in
Chwrmany, where with proper revolution-
ary leadership, a new wave of proletarian
revolt will be initlated, or the relatlons be-
tween England and America will come to
the breaking point. This rapidly mater-
failzing process will change the correlation
of forces in the Uniled States in favor of
the revolutionary proletariat, by undermin-
ing the base of the American labor nristoc-
TaCy.

— FROM THE PLATFORM OF
THE COMMUNIST OFPPOSITION
ADOPTED (CHICAGOD) MAY
20, 1929,
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