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Am the Pavty
N. Y. District Plenum

1f the Plenum of the ¢, E. C. demon-
strated the utter bankruptey of the present
Party leadership and its line, the New
York qfstrlet Plerum can be said to have
purpassed it in that respect . Needless to
gay, the gesslon was held up for hours on
Baturday (May 10) while the best think-
ers in the Party were working out the
most proper thesis, Then came the re-
ports of Hathaway, for the Central Com-
mittee, and Benjamin for the district.

Hathaway's report gave nelther anal-
vela mor perspectives. “There is a dis-
parity between the resolulions adopted and
their execution by the Party members, as
well as between these resolutions and our
organizational strength, There must be a
gharp turn (again!) in the Party orlenta-
tion because s0 far all decisions are ac-
cepted in words but not in deeds (because
the comrades have no real belief In your
idiotle decislons!) Dizcipline 1s needed
and there cannot he any neutrality on de-
cisions, as for example in our Czecho-Slo-
vaklan organ which acceptz all the criti-
¢lsms made of it but refuses to publish
critical articles.” It never occurcd to
him to explain that' the "disparities” re-
sult from the fact that his declsions have
little #f any relation to the realitles of the
gituation,

“Our Negro department is bankrupt”
he reported, Then why does he print all
the lies in the Daily Worker about the
successes with Negro work, and then tell
only the assembled bureaucrats the truth
behind ¢losed doors? “There are no new
cadres or forces in the Party, The T.U.
U. L. is really golng through a crisis and
there also there are mo cadres for lead-
ership,” Why then do you expel and re-
move all the capable comrades, Just be-
cause they fight your weekly zig-zags of
policy? Why do you crush all our infti-
ative in the Party ranks, killlng every
poasibility for tha development of mem-
bers and poisoning them with your miscon-
ceived theories? Why don't you really
earry oufl workers democracy in the Party
instead of Just writing Junky resolutions
about 7 When you do that and change
the present Party course, maybe ¥ou will
not have to admit so shamefacedly to a
Plenum that “in the membership drive we
goi 1,400 applications (in the press you
exapeerated again!) and only half remain-
ed. We got these applicatilons at mass
meetingg and demonstrations but not “rom
elements In the shops."

As for his analvels of the American
situation, it was miserable. We sent him
to school in Moscow to get a Marxist educa-
tion and he cime back to tell us that there
is fascization of the state here because the
government has become super-organized,
because Hoover conferred with the busin-
éz3 men, because financial capitalists are
M the government, and power s Deing
cancentrated In the presldent and judlciary,
Nor did we need his trip for kim to re-
port “the crisis in America is deepening”
without adding a single word of explan-
ation, elaboration ,proof or analysis (o
those six words,
_ If anything,
the coal blachker.

Benjamin only painted
The district has failed
here and there and everywhere. “We are
still lagging behind the masses.” In Pal-
erson, a spontaneous strike, but the Party
i nowhere t0 be geen, (What has hap-
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terest ug. But this form was never creat-
ed, by the author, and was not selected by
him voluntarily. It was Imposed upon him
partly by opponents, and partly by the very
course of political development, Even the
truths of mathematica, the most abstract
of the sclences can best of all be learned in
connection with the history of their dis-
coveries, This holds all the more truly
of more coucrete, that is, historically con-
ditioned truths of Marxist polley, The his-
tory of the origin and development of the
prozaoses of the revolutionm In the condl-
tlons of pre-revolutionary Russla will, we
tiink Lring the reader much nearer and far
moare eoncretely 1o the essence of the revo-
I nry tasks of the world proletariat
1 =lipul-like and pedantic exposition

c~reiitieal ideas, torm out of the

' =lnnces that gave birth e

pened to the general silk strike you were
boasting about?) Our women's depart-
ment hag collapsed; the Negro department
ig completely bankrupt; the bullding trades
fraction 1s impotent and unorganized; our
demonstrations were not utilized at all;
the same forces that are alway with us
were there at the May Day conference,
but no new ones (why didon't you adopt
the Trotskrists' proposals for a broed
united front?); the dJdepartment work is
gncoordinated; ete., ete, ete. The only
tguccess” Benjamin mentioned was the
"allmination of the languagre branchea”™;
only Le forgot t» zay that the members
were eliminated too.

Comrades, let us demand a real discus-
slon, not of trifles and not bureancratically
but on the basis of the vital guestions of
principle, of strategy and tactics that our
expelled Trotskyist comrades have raised,
And let's fight to reinstate them! —ROGER

The Pittsburgh Expulsions

PITTEBURGH—

The latest news in the Communist
Party is that John Kaspar has been expelled
from the Party and M. Garfigel suspended
for six months, Unit No. £ protested in
favor of Garifigel and IKaspar with the re-
sults thal a squad of officials, headed by
the acting distcict organizer, Salzman at-
tended the meeting o pass the resolution
agninst Kasgpar., Salzman- is th2 boy who
walks around with a diploma from the In-
ternaticnal Stalin School and won his spurs
as a leader by wrecking the Pitwcburgh
district of the I. I. Dn The unit elected
fts own chalrman but Dunne took the chalr
without asking the membership, The mem-
bership was terrorized so that they were
even afrald to speak.

~ Salzman read my aruvicle from the last
issue of the Milltant 0 the memberslip In
order to show that Kaspar is connected
with the Oppositicn. After long spesches
from Salzman, Dunne, Overgaard and the
rest they approved the resolution by ask-
ing the meémbers ¢ne Ly one to say Yea
or No. Kight cumrades didn’t say e ther
Yes or No and now they are also in danger
of expulsion. These eizht comdades are
old members of the Party, real proletaricna,
very active in fhe Party's work, leaders
of the unit and well acquaintzd with the
burcauncrats of this district, All those thal
voted in favor of the resolutionz spolke
against it when e meeting was adjourned,
which Imdicates how fearful they were to
express their real opinions openly.

All honest comradea must see,
that soon, that such a leadership
wrecks the movement. It must be got rid
of . The comrades know what a failur: the
Mry Day demonstraiion was, for which
Salzman and the rest of his crew uare to
blame, At the park demonstration, there
were about 400 people and only about 200
paraded In the street. At the evening macs
meeting where there were only 30 or so
Salzman spoke, and without blushing, told
the workera who had participated in that
day's demonstration that there had been
2,500 workers on the streets. When I heard
that I said to myself that the Stalinise
school in Moscow sure gradoated a good
diplomatic lar. ~JAMES SIFAKIS

and
only

May Day in Youngstown
YOUNGSTOWN—

Tens of thousands of workers and bus-
iness men gathered Iim the streets of
Youngstown fo see our small parade to
hear the speakers in the Public Square,
but the slogan of a mass political strike
failed entirely. Not only did the stecl
workers not respond atl all but evem the
Party members largely failed to act. The
officlal Party here failed to mobilize the
members and sympathizers with thelr fam-
ilies in .order for the parade to be more
guccessful, and there were neither women
por children In it. (Which doesn’t prevent
the Daily Worker from publishing its cus-
tomary monstrous exaggeration about the
May Day demonstration In Youngstown,
~Fd.) The way to make the workers un-
derstand our political slogans Is to organize
them on the basia of concrete Issues in the
¢lass struggle, and through hard fighting
against the capitalist class to develop a
working ¢lapa understanding and political
maturitiy, The Party leaders don't seem
t0 underaiand this at all.

—DENIS PLARINOS

Hm llau

Crisis in the Communist Party

MOSCOW—

It seemed that the Italian Communist
Party was an exception in the Communist
International by ita escape from the crises
which have up to now ravaged ile sections,
And this fact was very disquieting for the
leaders of the C, I. How s it possible,
they said., that in the Italian C. P, the
phenomenon of opportunism can be limited
gimply 10 the rase of Tazca?

italy i the country of the most fer-
ocions capitalist dictatorship; the country
where our Party, by great and constant
bloodshed has been terribly decapitated.
All the old directing cadrezs and also all
the intermediary cadres of our Itallan
Party and then the cadres successively
formed after the exceptional laws, have
been swept away, destroyed by the enemy.

Opporiunists, Real and Faked

Now however, the Heckerts, the Fer-
rais and their frilends can be satisfled by
the discovery that, within the Italian C.P.
algo a strong current of “Opportunism”
has manifested {tself, which has literally
shattered in two the leading organs of this
same Party. Every comrade, no matter
how lttle initiate¢ in the practises of the
C. 1.'s life in recent years, can gueszs im-
mediately that yvou will not find among the
opportunisis the Ereolis and Garlandis
who, "in the same way that they =spit on
the “corpse”™ of Bucharin after having been
ita mosy fervent lackeys, have, themseclves,
holsted the flag of the strusgle against
opportunizm,

Birst of all, a preliminary remark: the
fact that in ¢1is minority are the best
elements who after the exceptional laws,
all Jecapied the most perilous poste i the
llegal work in Italy, as well as the pro-
letarian elements of the former leadership
eiec.ed by the last comgross of the Party
(Lyons, 1925): and the fact that on the
other side there are all the petty bour-
geoniz elements who made their revolu-
tionary career in Party offices (vhese ele-
ments are under the direction and guidance
ef the attornev, KErcoli, precizely delined
by comrade Trotsky, as ‘the dttorney for all
canszos”)—tiese facts are itherefore already
filicd with significance LY themselves to
fre-2 to us where the home of opportunism
re~1'y s in the Italian Party. The very
gzoloug discorda that have cut in two the lead
erv..ip of the Italian Party which bhad up
to now retained its unity at all costs, re-
late 5. once to political and to organiza-
tional questions

The majorky, headed by Ercoli—in
an endeavor to have his past errors, his
Bucharinist and Tascan loves forgotten—
has repaired, as usually happens, to the
moset advanced position of the * Leftest™
Leftism, In accordance with the decisions
of the 10th Plenum on the famous “Third
Period”, Ercoll and To. say they see “the
coming to maturity in Italy of all the
elements of an acute revolutionary situa-
tion”. The formula Is typlecally "opportun-
fst” for it aMrms: 1. “seelng the coming™}
2. *to matorliy™; that s, a process is in-
dicated which may last manths or years.
But it ia for the coming months that Ercoll
and Co, put on the order of the day the
anti-fascist insurreciion in 1Italy. “The
catagirophe is imminent...The crisis sharp-
ens every day...The masses are on the
gtreeti. .. We must accomplish a political
and organizational turn..,The organiza-
tional work, they say, must be adapted te
the ‘new situaldon "and to the ‘new taska'
posed by the situnation that is being precip-
ftated.”

The Miunority Viewpolnt

The minority objects, in the first place:
Ia it possible to accomplish a turn, no
matter which, without taking the Party
situation into account? A turn which takes
no -account of the Party situation inatead
of bridging the gap existing between the
Parly and the objective situation, can only
malke it deeper, extend it. This is the sad
experjence that the Italian Party itself has
had in the years of absolute illegality fol=-
lowing the exceptional laws,

in the second place: The signa of mil-
itancy of the working and peasant masses
are multiplying, it is true, every dav
(Faenza, Sulmona, Avellina, nnemnoisrw snt
demonstrations ete.,, are a pronf that a

chang: is begining 10 take place in the gen-
eral state of mind of the working popula-
tion), But what still characlerizes the
Italian situation is the very grave state of
discrganlzation of the workers, thelr con-
dition of passivity and terror, 1t suffices
to consider the following fact: even though
the wage of the l:allan worliers has been
reduzed to almast 40 percent only in these
st years, the indusirialists today can per-
mit themselves a new reducxon of 10%
without meeting open resisiince. (Unem-
ployment hag msumed such proportions
that the workers accept these reductions
out of fear of sceing jobless hired in their
places)., To adapt the tasks and the work
of he Party to the situation means 15 un-
derstand in the first place, where the mass-
B3 are, 50 as to have the possibility to mov-
Ing the forward. But the tasks of the Party
towards the masses are not independent of
the nternal condition of the Party, in the
working class of s effeetive bonds with
the masgses,

If the Party is not connecled with the
factories, it can have no)iing but phrases
when it speaks of the political general
strike and the insurrection, If the Party
Ia not in a pozition to organize the workera
in ihe struggle agalnst the bosses for thelr
defensze cf their wages, it can have nothing
but ;hrases when it speaks of guiding the
masses in the civil war, in the battles of
the street .etc,

Another discord invoives the disposi=
von of the forces of the revolutionary bloe,
“In Italy today,” declares the Ercoli mae-
jority, “everybody poses the dilemna: fas=
cism or Communism?" Everybods? Yes,
evervbody: workers, peasants, city petty
bourgeoisie. Bo there is nothing more for
our Party to do for the conquest of the
working class, its allies the peasant, to neu=
tralize the middle sections.ete., since every-
body in Italy poses the dilemna: “fascism
or Communism”™, Hows could all this have
happened when our Party, since the excep-
tional laws has been reducql to abso-
Inte illegatitr, has heen chased {rom the
factories by the harshest reaction, has lost,
its contacts wih the country, ete? It is a
matter, as all ean see, of the theory of the
revulution that matures of itself, the theory
of the spontaneous revolution, which is at
the basis of the whole system of thoue
“creators” of revolutioms who think that
it is enough to write Im a paper—which
reaches only a very limited number of
workers—ithat the insurrection iz maturing

in <rder for us actually to face the insur-
rection.

The Role of the Vanguard

Against the ridleulous iofantilism of
those who announce everything ripe, easy
ready for succezs, the minority affirms the
need of fighting bitterly against the social
democracy becaunse it is not true that thae
democratic fillusions (which, as Ienin
taught, find their most favorable grouad
in every reactonary situation) have dlsap-
peared in Italy because IU is not true that
the dilemna Is today posed: “fascism or
Comumunism™; but on the contrary, it is
the role of the proletarian vanguard or-
ganized in the Comimunist Party to see to
it that this dilemna: “fascist dictatorship
or proletaran dictatorship™ beoomes (e
dilemna of the whole toiling population.

The minority characterizes the wultra-
Left position of Ercoll and Co. as a position
of real capitulation in the face of difficult-
ies. To substitute the revolutonary phiasa
for the old opportunist positions held in the
past by Ercoli and Co. does not me.n to
glve the Party a more radical policy, Petty
bourgeois opportunizm can mask its wares
by revolutionary phrases: if it iz under
the banner of the official lead-
erghip of the C. I. that the endeavor is
made to introduce these wares Into our
FPartles, then the {ight against opporiunism
appears once more as the fight for a Arm
really Bolshevik leadership of the Com-
munist Internatdonal, —H, 8.
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