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- events, striking the necessary balince 1a-

tween  enthusiasm and objectivity—is the
wnalveis of elass relations in dynamic ce-
relopment, This is the method of Marxism,
wtnd for decisive reasons—the rich exper-
lences of three revolutions, ceaseless nve=
secupation with® theoretical fundamentals,
sre-eminence of its leadership—it finds ila
fnest living expression today in the Rus-
vian Opposition. Because as agalnst the
hermidorian Right and bureaucratic Cen-
triat factions, its basic line is still that of
the Party under Lenin—the Russian Op-
position is the Left. The Russian Oppo-
sition ia the contemporary embcdiment of
Bolshevism hardened for decades Imn the
struggle apgalonst opportunism as the m:ain
danger inside the labor movement, but also
against “otsovism' against every form of
pltra-Left adventurism. The Rusalan On-
positlon represenis the splritual heritage
of October and the first four congresses of |
the Third International. The three issuea
which 1.D, Trotsky proposed as the touch-
gtone of adherence to the Left—Anglo-
Rusgsian Committes, Chinese Revolution and
Soviet Economy (national soclalism)—are
no more "merely” tactical differences thao
the divisions of Bolshevism and Mensae-
vism over the character of the 1905 revolu-
tlon. They go to the root of the Com-
munist program. They involve questiona

‘of the estimate of the epoch, the character

of the Rusaian revolution, the role of the
vanguard, the signliicance of the soviets,
the national and agrarian problems.

It s clear that between the Marxist
Laft that is the Russian Opposition and
the “Leit” groupings in the Comintern be-
fore 1924, there i3 a vawning gulf. Con-
jointly with Lenin. in the perlod of the
Second Congress, Trotsky demolished the
gectarian abstractions of Gorter and Pan-
nekoek, the theoreticians of the German
Communist Labor Party ( K. A. P. D).
Conjolatly with Lenin, Trotsky at the Third
Congress no less vigourously engaged the
ultra-Left adventurism (the “Offensive The-
ory") of the eminent “Leninists” Bela Kun,
Maslow and Thalheimer, The severa CoT-
rection proved such a shock to Thalbhelmer
that he lost his balance and ultimately
staggered into the camp eof the extremse
Right, while Maslow declared a permanent
vendetta against the Third Congress aa
the work of the Mephisto Trotsky who had
geduced the innocent Maslowite Lenin.

These reminlascences of the Second and
particularly the Third Congresses, unfor-
tunately possess more than puraly historical
interest, They have a direct bearing on the
subsequent fate of the Leminbund. For
years a whispering and press campaign wasd
carried on among the Left-inclined workers
of Hamburg, Berlin, the Ruhr and else-
where to depict Trotsky as the Right Dan-
ger and Zinoviev and Bucharin as the pat-
ron-saints of the Left! This gross dis-
orientation of the Cerman Left, thé obstin-
ate Opposition to the Third Congress, the
tailure correctly to dlstingulsh the tenden-
gles In the Russian Party, wera bound up
with the ideologleal perversions of Maslow.
The blunders of the Leninbund, the Ur-
bahns theory of the so-called “hybrid”
state, its Callaclous analysls of the Ther-
midor, its bankrupticy ia the Russo-Chinesa
iggue, {ts osciiation between Brandler and

hzs not vet been laid and the evil of Zin-
oviev lives after him.

Maslow's method of approach to i
problems of the Russinn and international
revolution was essentially eclectic. It was
the method of the editorial writer who upon
being asked to eompose an article on Chi-
neze Metaphysics read up the Eneyelopedia
Britannica under China and Metaphysics
and combined his inlormation, Maslow
learned that I.enin's slogan in the revolu-
tion of 1905 was the Jdewocratic dictatorship
(bourgeois democracy) and that there were
two revolutions im 1917, He therefore in-
structed hls associates that if the world
revolution did not come to the assistance
of Russia, the DBolsheviks would have *'to
retreat to the positions of 19057, that is,
the bourgeois revolution., This fundamen-
tally Menshevik theory is the prop of Ur-
bahn's conception of “Thermidor”. If Kam-
eney and Zinoviev would have had their
way in 1917, the Dolsheviks would never,
of course, have advanced beyond “the pos-
tions of 1%905"—and there would have been
—an end to the revolution. The proletarian
revolution is not followed Ly the bourgeols
revolution, the proletarian dictatorship can
be lignidated only by a Bonapartist or Fas-
clat dictatorship, To conceive of a Ther-
midor as the threshold of bourgeols democ-
racy in Russia in the epoch of imperialism,
and eivil war the epoch of the essential
decay of bourgeois democracy is a Egro-
tesque misrcading of history...In conver-
sation with the wrlter comrade Urbahns
once confessed that he had learned “a
great deel” from Maslow, In retroapect, it
would have been better if he had learned
less and forgotten more.

The concrete issue of the Defense of
the .oviet Union brought with it more than
just a settlement of accounts with the
Leninbund leadership., It urgently raised
the problem of the unification of the whole
International Opposition, which was far
fromi homogeneous in its origine, its tra-
ditions and ideology, Here the mature
leadership of the Russian Opposltion proved
indiapensibla, and It exerted the pressure
of its natural prestige in favor of ideological
e¢larity and against a bloc of motley oppo-
sitlon tendencles. Already om his arrival
in Constantinople, Trotsky uncompromis-
ingly put an end to all speculations on an
unprincipled bloc with the Brandler Right.
In equally declsive fashlon, he rejected tha
contraband of “neo-syndicaliam” of the
Revolution Preletarlen ( Monatte-Loriot)
group. Concurrently, he sharply disso-
clated the Russian Opposition from frater-
nity with those for whom the Opposition
entalled mo obligationa of mundane polit-
ieal mctivity, for whom Opposition had
become stagnation, routine and a refuge
from Party dlsclplioe.

But of supreme importance in the ideo-
logical fusion of the International Left is
the question of the Permanent Revolution,
which comrade Trotsky has placed on the
order of the day for discusslon. The Op-
position must be absolutely clear va the
pignificance of this questinn. Thods who
roject the spigone-manufactured legend of
“Trotskylsm"” must reallze that the Per-
manent Revolution is the conceatrated anti-
thesls of the revislonist program of nation-
al coclalism, the bloe of tour classes, the
theory of stages (colomnlal revolutlon),
Workers and Peasants Partles, the peaces
ful cohabltation of soclaliem and capitalism
the kulak growth into soclalism (Bucharin),
Why 1a It necessary to bring the Perman-
ent Revolution up now, laments Radek, jus-
titying his capltulation, Durilng the period
of the first four Congresses of the Inter-
national it waa not neceasary to discusa
the theory of the Permanent Revolution be-
ecause its substance was the strategy of the
International, It 13 the revisicm of Len-
inism by the epigomes that brings the
Permarcent Revolution into relief as the
esgence of Bolshevizm. It is the attempt
of the epigones who bafore Lenin's April
Theses had not advanced beyond the posi-
tlon of the bourgeois revolution, and who
would now inflict the {nternational working
class with thelr reactlonary theory—thal
has ralsed the queation. It la the exper-

lences of the Chiness Revolution that havs
ralsed the question.

The recently pubished 1beses on the
Permanent Revolution are the re-aflirma-
tion in the present period of the April
Theszes of lenin in all their implications.
They link up the national with the inter-
national, the democratic with the soclalist,
the agrarian with the proletarian revolu-
tionz. They re-afirm that the emancipa-
tion of the peasantry can only come from
the leadership of the proletariat. They
repudinte the iden of two-claza partiez and
maintain the necessity of the independent
leadership of the Communist Party.

r'he misrepresentations and distortions
of the theory of the Permanent Revolution
—which is Marxlst to the bone—was made
possible by the domination of the IParty and
Comintern apparatus by the Right-Center
Blo¢ under the pressure of alien class el-
ements, the growing influence of the Kulak,
Mepman and Bureauwcrat,
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The American Opposition sees ir. the
establishment of an International Bureau
of the Opposition, an International Bulle-
tin and Conference—ga tremendously sig-
nificant step forward In the struggle for
the revolutionary line and the winning of
the Comintern fromm the opportunist-Blan-
quist zig-zag of the internationally organ-
ized Stalin faction.

The American Oppositlon was formed
under conditions ihat permitted no illu-

. Blomz of sawift victory—or capitulation, It

was organized after the Bixth Congress,
that is, after the rupture of the blec with
Zinoviev and the capitulatlon of the Zin-
ovievigts. Our group in Amorica attracted
militants who realized the consequéences of
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the step they were taking-—who saw tha
main stream of the Russian Opposition in
the Moscow Opposition of 1924, We are o
“Trotsky" Opposition, if we may say 8o
without misunderstanding. We repudiate
all admixtures of Zinovievism and Mazlows-
imm, Lhe theories of Souvarine and those
of the Smirnov-Sapronevists, Iu our Plat-
form we justly recognize IuD. Trotsky as
the foremost living teacher and leader of
Dolshevism, the foremost representalive
of the legacy of Marx and ILenin,

With the Russian Opposition we are
in complete accord that the Rakovsky dec-
laration was up gesture of capltulation but
a necessary demonstration of the united
front with the Parly. In the rame senze do
we regard the declaratiom of OQotober 17
1026 of the Party loyalty of the Gppositio.
—to which Urbahns takes so much excep-
tion.

The situatlom in the American Com-
munist movement has beemn immensely
clarified since the Sixin Congress, and the
greatest contribution in this direction bas
been made by the militants who formed the
Leoft Opposition, None of the former I'arty
groupings are any longer what they once
were, Never was the Lovestone group such
an undisguised and onfspoken Right wing.
Never was the unprincipled swamp-liko
character of the Foster faction more ap-
parent. Never was there the clear and
outspoken conscipus Left wing (hat the
American Opposition constitutes today, The
limits of the old unprincipled factionalism
and intrigue had their rige in the Zinovievs
Bucharin and Stalin regimes. The Amor-
ican Opposition bas in the short space of
its existence achleved a great revolutionary
educational work for the movement that
will sooner or later hear its fruit. For this
the American Opposilion recognizes its his-
torle debt to the Russian Opposition.

MEXICAN WHITE TERROR CONTINUES

Taking advantage of the organizational
weakness and demoralization in the ranks
of the Mexican Communist movement, the
government of the native bourgeosle at
Wall Street’s gervice contlunes ils series of
repressions againet the Communist and the
labor movement In general through a serles
of arrests of the leadera on trumped up
chargea and the regular smashing of labor
organizations.

On February § the new president-
Yelect”, Pascual Ortiz Rublo was officlally
inaugurated to office. Even the elaments
that supported him  realized that the
alection would not have been won on legal
grounds over the two oppoaing candidates,

Josd Vasconceloa on the ones hand
and Pedro Rodriguez Trlana, candi-
date of the “Workers aund Pea-

anta Bloc" on the other. Terrorism was
used te keap the enamies of Ortiz Rubloe
from the polis and then he was proclaimed
slected by over two million votes as against
a few tens of thousands for each of the
opposing candidates. As an expresslon of
the popular mentiment against this fake
election Daniel Flores, a youth of liberal-
patriotic tendencies, attempted to assassin-
ate the new prealdent on the very day of
his insuguration, inflicting several serious
wounds. But wild hogs and Mexican presi-
deats ofttimas have tough hides and the
incident was utilized by the governmental
forcea as an excuse for a whole serles of
repressions agalnst the leading elements in
opposition to the existing regime. Num-
erons Communista, syndicalists, anarchiste
and “Vasconcellstas,” supporters of the
candidate Vasconcelos (who was supported
aimultaneously by large elements of the
workers and peasants in spite of being
sympathetie towards the catholica)y, Flores
was tortured as were several of the other
detained elements, including several Com-
munists, {0 secure a declaralior that the
whole thing was a Communist plot. Duripg
& demonstration of the Left wing forces in
Meaxico Clty where by a great effort the
C.1*, could mobillze 400 workers on Mareh
20, stlll more comrades were imprisoned
Including several leading members of the
Left Communlst Opposition, :

Communist Oppositionisis Deported

Acgording to lateat reports it appears that
dus to the government's Ilmability to bring
concrale chavges or the holding of a trial

most of the comrades detained in the capi-
tal an.i also the five who hmul been sent
to the penal colony in the *Islns Marias'™
have bLern freed again, with the exception
of two forcigners, Fsteban Pavletich, a Par
uvian atlacbed to the gencral siafl of the
MNicaraguan leader, C.A. Sandino, and Kus-
se]l Blackwell (Rosalio Negrete) of the Left
Communist Qpposition, both of whom were
ileported from the country,

There appeared recently in the presa
of this country notices to the effect that
the Mexican anthoritics had nipped in the
bud a “Communist revelution™ in the Stato
of Veracruz, Alllough we have no definite
information as yet il seems that once more
tha same method is belng used to give an
excuse 1o the government for continued
repressions agalinst the revolutlonary move-
ment. We do not believe that the advens
turcus course of the Stalinist leadership in
the Mexican party can be Bn bad as to

attempt an Insurrectionary movement at
thig iime.

The candidate of the Workers and Pends
ants Blec that took part in the last presls"
dentlal election in AMexico under direction
of the Mexican Communist Party, In the
midst of the repsssions agalnst the moves
ment, made a pullle declaration congratus
lating vtz Rubly f{or having won at the
polla (! and pledging the elaments of tha
Workerz and Peaszant: Rloc Lo support the
presant regime.
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MUOOXNEY INCENSED BY LIBERTY
MISTERY YARN

SAN QUENTIN, Cal.—(PP)— Tom
Moouey iz incensed Ly falsified accounts of
the Sau Francisco preparedoess day ex-
plosion contained In a “"mystery™ series in
Liberty, reactlonary weekly., Ile declares
the article was prepared from prosecution
records and that no attempt was made to
Intarview defense counsel or himsell.

“To them,” Mooney remarked, "It meoaas
money, a bit of public gensatlonalizsm, and
perbaps a fow extra magazines sales, To
me [t means viodication, freedom. Why
didn't they bother to get thelr factz ae-
curate and falr?" Liberty has offared -§1,000
for the best solution to the Mooney-Billings
“mystery”, which ia no mvelery to thoze
famillar with the framenp.




