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The Autobiography of Leon Trotsky

MY LIFE, by Leon Trotsky, Chas Seribner’s
Son. Gol pages, On Sale by the Militant

for 8500 per copy.

The profoundest contribution the aver-
nge bourgeols thinker has made to analyz-
ing the struggle between the principal cur-
rents in the modern revoluiionary move-
ment which have clashed most violently
in the Soviet repuliic has been that it is
a struggle between Trotsky and Stalln “for
power”, Particulariy is this the concep-
tion of the petty Lourgeols and his intele
leciual off-spring, that hopeless sectlon of
modorn soclety which constantly seeks sal-
vation from the hammer and anvil by the
fntervention of some great man who has no
relation to the classes and stands above
them. It may be added that this idea has
pot failed to find nourishment in the hide-
ous prepaganda against the Russian Marx-
ists conducted for almost seven years now
by the ruling apparatus, especially in the
whispering campaign of the earlier periods
of the fight in which slanders were cireu-
lated against Trotsky that nobody—at least
in those «gays-—dared to say or write
publicly.

Suclhh a notion is not a new one. It
did not arise for the fivst time in connection
with the fight of the Opposltion against the
backsiiding apparatus.  Similar profound
gtruggles have been explalned in this way
by philistines and small minds: one need
but vefer to the seas of Ink expended In
ghowing that the First International was
wrocked on the reef of personal antagonlsm
and place-seeking between Marx and Ba-
kunin, The same shabby eriterion will un-
doubtedly be applied in future soclal hattles
where outstanding personallties or outstand-
ing meodiperities occuny a large place on
the canvas of events, And that is so per-
haps because there cannot yet be estab-
Ushed, in the welter of ldems that wake up
social thought, a law against stupldity and
ignorance,

The Bole of the Individual in History

This does not mean to deny, but rather
to aitirm, that jodividuals play an enor-
mouvs role and often a decisive one in the
development op retardation of historical
processes. It is on the reverse cide of the
philistine’s blind aderation for all-sufficien-
ey o omnipotence of “great men” that
he frequently morks his mystic awe be-
fore the course of social foreea which he
does not understand and Is incapable of
influencing or gulding forward—an inab-
flity which he sometimes erects into &
universal law. Man does not make history
out of the whole cloth, sald Marx; but
nevertheless he makes §t. And great men
make great history. They are produced by
gocial convulsions and conflicts and in
turn they influence their production, There-
in lies the Inter-connection bLetween the
conflict and harmony of outstanding men
and ocutstanding events, of individuals and
the social struggle. And therein lies the
great value, the permanent slgnificance of
comrade Trotsky's autoblography. It is
g3 much a vital coatribution to the con-
flict and harmonles we have mentioned as
it is their product. It could only be writ-
ten as a result of a soclal war on a huge
geale., [n itself it is a battle fought—and
WOmn.

That it is, as the reviewers everywhere
have remarked, a work of extraordinary 1it-
erary qualities, (it is one of the greatest
lterary works of our time), that it is un-
commonly absorbing reading aside’ from all
other considerations, that the book has A
brilliant arresting style, an unusual power
of aarrative, that warm sense of humor,
the wealth of imagery and color which has
placed him jn the front ranks of the mo-
dern writers—all this only enhances its
worth, but does not determine it.

The Making of & Bevolutlonist

A review of a book ls obviously not the
book. In this case it can only be & quite
insufficient commenl on some of its mosi
jnterpsting sections, a comment which grays
before the vividness of its subject.

Trotsky'a life has of course been in-
timately bound up with the development of
the moszt important event of our age, the
Russian proletarian revolution, sluce the
end of the last century. Fiity years of
age, by far the greater part of hla lile
been unchangingly devoted to the accom-

plishment and furtherance of the prolet-
arfan revolution and its alm:.

The hreath-taklag varlety of the cir-

cumstances under which he has puraued

this life-work makes his book read like a
romance of Aadventure. At the age of 18,
he “ad already plunged up to his ears In
the _arliest revolutionary organizations, in
Odessa, where he immediately occunled an
active and prominent place. At 19, follow-
ing a czarist rald, he was glven his first
taste of prison life, From prison he was
gont jnto his first Siberian exile, ti:e first
of three, from two of which he escapad,
and from the last of which he was de-
ported to Turkey by ihe pgsurperzs who are
s0 c¢ruclly squandering the glorvlous her-
itage of the Russian revolution,

In his first exile abroad he made the
acquaintance of the leaders of the then
united Russian social democracy, also in
exile: Lenin, Plechanov, Martov, Deutsch,
Zusulitch and otherg, He had come before
a crucial moment in the history of the
Russlan movement, the split beitween the
majority (Bolsheviks) and the minority
(Menshoeviks), a split that involved his first
break with Lenin which the record-forgers
have so monstrously exaggerated and mis-
represented in recent times. On the eve
of the 100G rovolution, he was Loack agsin
in- 8t. Petersburg under an &ssumed name,
and when the uprislng occurred, he was
named the presldent of the Petersburg
Soviet of Workers Deputies after the un-
missed disappearance of its filrst chalrman,
the democratle lawyer, Khrustalyvov. ‘The
leader and spokesman of thia dawn of the
more lasting revwplution to come more than
a decade later, he was arrested after its
defeat Logether with the other deputies and
following a sensational trial, exiled once
more to the Biberian wastes, only (o es-
cape abroad again.

Trotsky's Aetivity In Exile

For years in the teeming life of the
emigrated and exiled Russian social dem-
orracy, he was head over heelsd absorbed in
the struggles of the two principal factions
{DBolsheviks and Mencheviks), deuwounced
now by the one, now Ly the other, bulL at
all times energetically laboring to nszemble
an armory for the inevitable second LRus-
glan revolution, True internationalist, he
did not confine his activities to the Rus-
gian movement, HMe was found at the in-
ternational congressz, at conventions of the
then imposing (erman social democracy, in
Anstria, in the Dalkans, making life-long
political and personal acquaintanceships in
one place, as with Rakovsky, or venomous
and fmplacable foes in another—Trotasky is
hardly noted for any gentleness or hypo-
critical softness in his relations with polit-
fcal opponents!

After the fearful collapse of the SHe-
cond International under the earthquake of
the lmperialist war, the fighter {x again
in the front ranks, raking the German social
traitors with the same ferocity as the
rench “"Defonders of the Fatherland”, and
gondemned allke not only by them but also
by their warrlng masters: In contamaclom
by the German Junkers and by expulsion
from France. Expulsion also from Spaln.
Then a voyage to the new world—his only
trip to the United States. In thia country,
an editor of the Russian Marxist journal,
Novy Mir, and & foundation layer—with em-
igrated Russians, with Lore, with Fraina .
and others—of the movement which took
form in the Hoclalist Propanganda League,
and later formed one of the elementa that
organized the necessary aplit of the corrupt
Soclaliet Party and formed the Communist
movaement in America., En route back to
Russla with the first news of the Herensky
revolution, he i{s interned in a Canadian
concentration camp, deported, and then the
arrival in Petrograd to be, wilh Lenin, the
organizer and leader of the great victory.
The 'Troth Confoands the Sialinlst Lilars

His activities in and afler the revo-
lution itself, in the best yveoars of the young
dictatorship aud of the Communist Inter-
national are rich and indelible, and not ali
the oceans of mud, not all the befogging
clouds of officlal propaganda can succeed
ln gonceallng them now for any lenglh of
time or for any substantlal amount of
people. History was too deeply engraved
in that perlod to be recarved today or
erased by filling the traciongs with the im-
permanent putty of officlal fraud factorles.
The -slmple re-telling of the events which
really took place are suificleat (o bring
out the original precislon of those carvings
in highest rellef. The few hundred pages
of the book arsa a mortal blow to the whole

new #chool of wihct, for lack of a more ap-
propriale degignation, is called the Stalinist
historiann, bought and pakd for o writc
history as it never happened for the pur-
poge of weaving o moustrously inexact le-
gend about the equally monst-ous figure of
Stalin, It iz as though il the labors of
these darlkk fisures were Dbrought togethor
into one aisshapen form and crusheld vuder
the concentrated truth of Trotsky's book.
It is i{n this connection that Trotsky runs
tp guestions that have freqguently been
posed by revolutionmary workers: To pre-
cizely what extent s the struggle belween
the Marxist wing and the bureaueratic ap-
paratuz g "perzobal” struggle, oues of "io-
dividuala™; and why ia it that the Oppo-
gitlon, the leadera and foremost fghiers
for the revolution, was ddefeated in the
Party which was in the best sense of the
word its own? The ansSwer i not too
difficult to find.

A perlod of social convalsions and
surge, a period of revolutionary advance,
bringy into the foreground the great indi-
viduals of the advanclng class, .t [-r a
period of stagnation, or for a periud of ya=-
action, men of colorless i{alenfs are re-
quired—not a period of counter-revolution,
it Is elear for that also requlres men who
are in & certaln sense great men, but of
a period of peaceful reaction, so to speal.

in a conversation with Trotsky, his
friend Skylansky sald: “"Yon know, it is
amazing how, durlng this last period, the
mean, the self-satisfled mediccrity s push-
ing fjtself into every sphere. And all of
it finde in Stalin fis leader. Where does
it allgeome from?™

“This s the recaction afier the great
social and peyehological strain of the first
years of revolultion,” Trotsky replied. “A
victorious counter-revolution wmay develop
itas great men. But its first stage, th* Ther-
midor, demands medloeritics who can't see
farther than their noses. Their strength
Hes in their political blindness, like the
mill-horse  that thinks that be iz moving
up when really he is only pushing down the
belt-wheel, A horse that sees i34 incapable
of doing the work.”

How Medlocrities Like  allz Arl¥e

The period of reaction that set in in
Ilussia oafter the tragic defecats of the rev-
olutions in Germany and Bulgaria o 1823
and the subsequent retardation of the rev-
olutionary movement in Europe-—the only
real salvation for an isolated Russian So-
clalist state—"produced” its Stalin with the
gamg inexorablenes thai it “required” the
organizational beheading of the revolution-
ary scction of the Party, It "required” the
campalgn agalnst the pestifergus Trotsky-
1sts and their internal din and bustle, their
“sectarlan’ Insistence upon the “perman-
ent revolution”, their contempt for the
aweot Iulling music of socialism in one
country, thelr constant prodding of the
poft and self-contented, the revolutionist of
vestarday who had become a “aolid” Soviet
citizen, who had “made” th® revoluticn in
the aweat of his brow and was anxious to
gettle down quietly to enjoy the fruits of it
without being Interrupted by the clamor-
oud requirements of the international rev-
olution. Only a perlod of eoclal anl polit-
ical reaction could—to continue with inad-
oquate “personal’ simlilea and analogies—
accomplish the monstrous hiatorieal per-
versions, these slelght-of-hand tricks by
which a Ienin and a Trotsky are changed
for a 8talin er a.., Molotov, the rebel Eng-
lish miner for a Purcell, the Chinese coolle
for a Chiang Kal Shek, the Russian fac-
tory workers for the office bureaucrat, the
poor peasant for the smug kulak who will
*grow Into socialism”. No other answer to
the two questlons, which are one question,
can find a place in the mosaic of recent
oventa,

The Stalinist Intrigoe against the Bolshevik
Itevolulionlsts

But for such am enormous displace-
ment of things, for such a turning of values
upon their head, 8 most Intricate and clab-
orals mechaniam is needed, for proceszes
in soclal life are mot entirely realized by
themselvea. It is with an examination of
the machanicas of the change, and not only
with its dynamlcs, that a good section of the
blography ia occupied. With an uncommon
meticulousness and respect for facts, Trot-
sky traces every intrlgue against the revo-
lutionary wing of the Party, and againat
himselfl, in particular, as Its most notable
expoment. He takes all the otherwide un-

related figeres of the time, all th: events,
all the discounected threads of men and
things, and puts them togelher in thelp
proper place. The resull is @ completely
woven [rabrie, distinet in every intertwine
ing of its cords, that enables the reade: to
understand and follow that horrible cnormes
ity that has been the beginning and end of
wisdom in the official Communist movement
since Lenin died: the campaign agalnst s
socalled Trotskylsm. Nou every lie can be
replicd to: that weuld require a Britannica;
but the pew ones and the old ones served
up with a new sauce which are importang
or naracteristic are destroyed with a sure
glcal efficiency and completeness, It ia
much less a defense than an atta:k, It
takes the men and less than men who ara
in today's high places. It tells us who
tuey are, how and why they got there,
We are startled Ly things we formerly
ounly suspected or never knew. We lerrn
for the first thne for instance that sccres
upon scorés of those self-labelled “Old

In'sheviks", who, we Lad been toughi for
» 1, had been “loyal disciples of T.enin
#. 1 Bolshevism™ for anywhere from 20 to
30 years—the while Trotsky was a scound-
relly Menshevik, concillator or what you
will—were in cold reality (Lefore the revoe
lution. and some afterwards as well!) not
only in the camp of Menshivam, but even

further to the right. Petween 1905 and

1917, many of these two-for-a-penny “Old

Dolsheviks" were at best revolutionary dem-

ocrat#, or else had quit the movement on-

tirely and retired to a qulet bourgeols life

We bLegin here to learn something about

these sturdy “O0ld Dolsheviks" like Cussev

who left the movement for fen yvears in tha

hard days of the reaction and turned up In

1925 in the United States to *each us that

the essence of Bolshevism in this country

consisted in the cabled mauufhcture of

Lovestone, Popper and Ruthenberg as the

consecrated I.eninfstie leaders of the Amer-

ican Party. Trotsky mentions many others

like Gussev to one extent or ancther, Yar-
oslavsky, Ordjonikize, Petrovsky of the Uk-
ralne for instance, and thelr herole deeds
of the past. Had Trotzly been guilty at
any time of half of their colozsal blunders

and conceptions that had not cven a hat-

tipping sequaintance with Marxism, Stalin

would undoubtedly have dared to exile him
in 1924 instead of waiting four years long-
er! It fs precisely such people who find
a place in the présent perlod; in the first
five years of the revolution the movement

went forward withont eve- suapecting

th iir existence—it never malered.

A Great Polltleal Docament

Of them all, naturally, Stalin emerges
{he worst. The full lemgth portrait Trot-
sky draws of him is a murderous one—for
Stalin. No man can live long as a political
figure of any consequence with so deadly
an epltaph written for him, one may say,
in advance. Im regard to the history of the
campalgn againet “Trotakylsm™, the facts,
events and persons involved, the book
stands as a challenge to every serious
revolutionist. It is mno platitude, but =
profound truth, to say that he who dares
read it, enemy though he may be at the
commencement, must end by being, at the
very least, tremendously influenced by Trot-
sky's point of view, We hope that avery
rebel worker, aud particularly every work-
er in the official Communist Party will ac-
cept the challenge.

The concluslon of the book — where
Trotaky so spleadidly castigates the dem-
ooralic illusionista of the whole world on
the subject of his application to the right
of asylum—shows him at once oblivious to
any “personal tragedy” and quletly con-
fident of the future. Anybody who has
besn fortunate enough to bo with him even
fqr a few days on the deserted Islet of Prin-
kipo aud seen hlmn at work with the same
energy, devotion and self-assurance that
marked him when he led the victorious Red
Army, will know immediately that what he
gays about the future is not pretty litera-
ture but a natural conviction, the certalnty
thai the course of events, interrupted and
diverted from their proper llne of march
though they may be for the moment, must
oventually vindicate the foreseeings and
foretellings of revolutionary Marxism, Ths
work of the Communist Opposition 13 a
contribution to thls vindication. The auto-
blography of comrade Trotsky is anothar

It ia & battls fought—and won.
~=MAX SHACHTMAN



