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in regard to the capltulation of Bu-
charin, Rykov, Tomsky there were many
eonjectures, Is'it a shrewd maneuvre on
the part of the Rights, or else, is it a re-
newal of the Right-Centre bloc?  These
guesses in themselve are without much
content. Maybe the Right Trinity dreams
on the quiet about the approach of favor-
able conditlons when it will once more
raise its head; maybe, in view of the al-
arming economie symptoms, it is sorry
for having been too hasty In repenting.
It is quite posasible, on the other hand,
that the Stalinites conslder it useful to
retain the Rights near power,in case of a
new turn., But not these conslderations
are of significance, It iz pelitically im-
portant, that, in the very heat of the ultra-
“Laft” course, the bloc between the Cen-
trists and the Rights was renewed, at the
time that the represéions against the Lefts
were not weakened but sirengthened.
Rykov, regardless of everything—is the
chairman of the council of commissars, but
Rakovsky cures his diseased heart at Bar-
naul with frosts of 40 degrees, Tomsky
and Rykov—ars on the Polburo, Bu-
charin on the Central Committee, but So-
novaky, B, Mdivani, Kavtaradze—are in
jall, Uglanov—is the Labor Commissar, but
Blumkin ia shot (yes, Piumkin is shot!).
These facts are politically decisive—ap-
praising the Left course as a whole.

However, the capitulation of all the
Right leadera after the capltulation of seme
of the Left {s a fact of no little importance
in itself. The significance of these ritual-
ist capitulations for the fate of the Party
will become clear, if we loock at them not
from the angle of subjective intrigues, but
objective symptoms, One lesson, olle con-
cluaion flowa before any other from the
twiats and turna of the last gix years: the
stubborn, systematie, tireless, suffocation of
the ;Party.

The “Leaders” Renounce Themselves

The Party {z the selection of ideas It
remains a Party only so long as the volun-
tary tle of ideag lies at its basls, But what
meaning can ideas and principles retaln, if
tha leaders of the Party alternately re-
nounce themselves, and the impersonal
jdea-lese apparatus not only asserts its in-
fallibility, once and for all, but even de-
clares openly to the Party: “Us you can
remove culy through civil war”! (Stalin in
1827.)

We remind once more: Zinoviev—the
formal “leader” of the Communist Party of
the Soviet Union and the Comintern (1523-

26). Zinoviev—Iin the Opposition repents
hiz false atruggle against Trotskyism
{1826-27), Zinoviev renounces the Oppo-

sition and once more declares war against
“eounter-revolutionary” Trotskylsm (1928-
29)., Pacharin in 1922—a “Trotakyist”; in
1823-26—hand in hand with Zinoviev; In
1526-28—the theoretical leader of the Com-
munist Party of the Soviet Union and the
Comintern, the inspirer of the Right-Center
course. In 1928-20—the theoretlclan of
the Right Opposition., In 1922 Bucharin
repents his errors and renounces the very
views that ingpired him during the whole
period of struggle with "Trolskylam”,

If we take Stalin from the point of
view of his ldeas, we find that in different
periods he covered himselft with the ideas
of Zinoviev, HKamenev and DBucharin, al
present he covers himself with fragments
of the Opposition ideas, not having any of
hiz owr. But just as "truth is the result
of a court verdiet” (Schedrin), a reputa-
tlon is the result of the appparatis manipu-
lations...only for a certain tine,

The automatization of the Party ilfe
has reached its L ghest limita. Thke appar-
atus does not demand the recognition of
any¥ kind of principles—It demands the re-
cognition of its infallibility. The extor-
tion of repenting documents does not have
as its task the affirmation of a glven sum
of ideas, The purpose of the extortlon is
to instill in the Parties that any kind of
counteraction or resistance, any kind of
complaint, even a whisper agalnst the ap-
paratus, even a note in the dlary, (Kam-
enav!) bring about only repressions or hu-
millation of one's fdeas. “Self-criticlsm"
gerves the same purpose from anotber slde,
for it means that the Party members are
obliged to criticlze the same things that
the apparatus “criticizes”,

The Capltulations by the Right

The Party 13 the selection of ldeas.
The Party i8 the revolutionary tempering
of characters. The Party is the shield of
{he class, for it is made up ot the most con-

MILITANT

Saturday, April 18 1536

Necrological Reflections

vinced; the strongest and the most stead-
fagt, The unification of thewe eloments oc-
curg gradually, under the constant check-
ing up on events. The live texture of the
Party ia therefore a very complicated and
sensetive texture, The Party must not be
kept under a vize, just as vou cannot keen
& human hand under a vise: the blood
circulation iz inteviered with, and the fex-
ture diesg away,

The process of the dying away of the
Party texture occura hefore our eyes with
the growing mrilerial pressure of the Parly
bureaucracy. The altarnating caplitulations
of all the “leaders” of the Party, in groups
and singly, before the absolutely idea-less
apparatus, shows an unheard-of power of
pressure, that stage of it when the blood-
circulation of ideas in the Party ceases al-
most completely,

The circumstances of the repentance of
the Rights are particularly striking—with
the tradnsparence of the apparatus e¢yni-
ciem,

Unexpectedly and without preparation
humanity finds out that three of the mosat
eminent leaders of the Party and Sovlet
Republic—the -leader of the Comintern, the
head of the government and the leader of
the trade unlons—have been in sharp op-
position to the central committee for near-
ly two years, and that they consider the
official policy as detrimental, How s it
that this did not come to the surface? The
fate of the revolutlon waa concerned!
Where were the dlsputed questions consld-
ered and decided? The minutes of the
Central Committee are printed for the know-
ledge of the Party. But it 80 happens that
the apparatus leads n double life, 'The
guestions are declded behind the scenes,
and on the oficial scene pretended argu-
ment and votlog are enacted according to
previously prepared procedure, With thls
the Party is fed. And what is more, durlng
the sharp opposition of the three members
of the Polburean, it was officlally declared,
and primarily by the general secretary,
Stalin, that the rumors and talk about dis-
agre:ments in the Central- Committee and
about & Right deviation In the Polbureau,
are but revolting calumnies of the “Trol-
skylsta”, Afterward, and in a belated fa-
ghiom, it is ascertalned that under *“cal-
umny” one must understand that correct
and exceptlonally important facts were
hidden from the Party,

How the Capltulatlons are Obialned

The open agitation againat Bucharin
started about a month or two before his
capitulation. But the name of Rykov, as
one of the leaders of the Right devlation,
was mentioned &loud only on the eve of the
November plenum of the Central Com-
mittee, With particular mercilessness,
however, Pravda started to drag about
the name of Rykov only after hia capitula-
tlon, expressing the suspicion that the re-
pentance of the Right leaders is “insin-
cere”, In other words, the central organ of
the Party considers quite possible, that a
person placed by the Party in the most re-
aponsible position in the government, {a ca-
pable of deceiving the Party and the masges
in questlons involving the fate of the Par-
ty and country. The suspiclon {8 hurled in
such a tone as if it was & guite simple and
ordinary occurrence, Nevertheleas, it is
& question of political deceit, ¢ynical un-
principledness and betrayal of iceas on the
part of central committes members, who
even today, when these lines are
wrilten, stand 2t the head of the Soviet
povernment, or are on the ataff of its most
Lnportant organs.

In passing, and already at the comclu-
glon_ the Party ‘earns that for o ¥eay and
a half the head of the government and the
head of the trade unloms “have besn play-
ing with the fate of the Party and revolu-
tion" {lterally)—"apeculated on a catastro-
phe" (literally!)—all this somewhere {n the
bureaucratic undergroun, The help of the
Party, it appears, was not at all reguired to
repulse thelr criminal “game”...llow elze
could tha press keep gquiet? Neverthelpas
the press did keep qulet. The Party was
lulled and decelved., The Right deviation
appeared to be personified in the figure of
«.Frumkin, Publicly Rykov and BStalin
fought equally agalnst Frumkin and Sha-
tunski, and this hypocrisy was ecalled the
struggle against the Right deviatlon.
Whether Frumkin fought against himself—

we do not know, At one time we even
thought that, according to a declsion of the
Central Control Commizsion, Frumkin was
sentenced beyond redemption, go that there
could always be on hand a ready object for
the needs of a struggle against the Right
deviation. But these hypotheses were not
verifad,

Only after Rykov had capitulated—
which would make it appear that any fur-
ther struggle is rendered unnecessary—
only from that moment Rykov and with
him the whole trinity, were subjected to
particularly unrestrained public abuse, be-
fore the Party, the population of the
country and the whole of humanity in gen-
eral. The Party was not at all needed for
the struggle agalnst the “conspiracy” of
Rykov, Bucharin and Tomski, The Party
was assured that there is no struggle at
all.  But afier the Rights were defeated
behind the scenes, the Party was shown
three political skeletons: see, thls i3 how
the general secretariat deals with and will
deal with all those who get In its way.

And Radek Yelps, “Me, Too.”

The method of dealing with the Right
leaders is.a new stage In the process of the
Bouapartist transformation of the Party re-
glme: on the stage they occupy themselves
with fighting exercises against Frumkin,
and afterwards, unexpectedly, the skeleton
of Rykov I8 shown. The antomatism of the
ptruggle and the ocontempt for the Party
are here glven expreasion hitherto
unknown,

The pleture of the Party regime be-
comes clearer in view of the circumstances
that Rykov, Tomski and Bucharin eapitu-
Iated a day after the Radeks and Smirnovs
considered it necessary to capitulate “in the
interests of a struggle against the Rights™,
On the return from exile to Moscow, Radek
walled at the etations that socon the two
parts of the Central Committee will be ar-
resting each other, and that it ls therefore
necessary to hurriedly ald the Center, that
ia, Staiinfl in the struggle against the Right,
that is, Bucharin, Rykov and Tomski, But
no sooner did Radek finlsh wriling (e
third or fourth repenting clause, then the
stern leaders of the Right of the Central
Committee hurried io declare that they, too,
burn with the desire to help the Center in
the struggle against all deviations, particu-
larly against the Right, Thus, the encire-
ling of Frumkin seemed to be assured one
hundred percent. Smirnov and Poguslavski,
who were a bit late found all the places in
the rald taken. But here, az if for spite,
Frumkin himself repented, The Right wing
became completely transcendental,

In spite of the tragedy of the whole
gituation, it cannot be denied that the Lefl
capltulators bring into it an élement of bhuf-
foonery. Hurrylng to join the apparatus in
a struggle against the Right danger, the
capitulatora of the Lelt lead a siruggle ox-
clusievly om the Lelt, that 15, agalnst...
Trotskylsm. And it is for this purpose that
Yarosleveky recognized them as “the best
elements” of tae Opposition. Yaroslaveky
should know where are the Detler, and
where the worse!

Zinovliey and Kamenev “Repent” Ouce Again

It is clear that Zinoviev could not but
make use of such an explosion in the bLu-
reaucratic tangle, in order to remind every-
one, that he, thank god, iz alive, and &aa a
capitulator of the first order, so {0 say, an
arlsiocrat in the family of deserters, he
should have all the privileges In the strug-
gle agalnst deviations, and before all, it iz
unnderstood, agalnst "counter-revolntionary
Trotskylsm®,

2r..perly speaking, the need of a new
and such a flery repentance of Zinoviev
(“conclusively fused with the Party") may
appear puzzling at firat: it would 3sem this
man has already repented and could let
others get In line, But In reality it is not
0. The first repentance lacked the neces-
sary enthusiasm., The lack of this clement
that is 5o hard to catch, became particular-
Iy clear to Yaroslavsky, since the Oppo-
eftion published the minutes of negotiations
for & struggle against Stalin, carrled on
between Kamenev and Bucharin, with So-
kolnikovy a8 the intermediary., Kamenev
kept these minutes for the sake of Zinoviev
who still remained at- Kaluga for a time
after hia first repentance. While negotia-
ting w'th Bucharin, Kamenev and Zinovier,
upon mecting Opposltionists, would e%zh
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deeply about the split in the Opposition,
complain of the sharp attacks by Trotsky,
and express the hope for common work in
the future. When all this was incidentally
revealed, these elders of the capitulationist
clan took om a morose silence, Kamenev
declared that he would write a book on
Lenin, for he saw that he counld not bake a
pudding with Stalln. But at the very mo-
ment that the general secretaviat waved
the scalp of the repentant Rykov over the
Party, Zinoviev, very opportunely, thought
of his own scalp and repented for the se-
cond time, and this time with such mighty
enthusiasm, that it should have touched
even the tompered heart of Molotov himself,

, But in vain. In Stalin's report to the
agrarian-Marxists, the “Trotsky-Zinoviev"
and even “Zinoviev-Trotsky" opposition f-
gured more than once. A carcfual reader
could not but notice it, The fact iz that
among the bureaucracy the opposition was
alwavs called "Trotskyite"—so as to un-
derline Zinoviev's lack of independent
ideas, Why Iz it now, after Zinoviev's nu=
merous capitulations, when he has succeed-
ed to conclusively fuse with the Party"—
why and what for is the talk about the
Zinoviev opposition now raised? Acciden-
tally? Ob, no, there may be accidents In
the five year plan, but not in the apparatus
maneuvers, The design became clearer yet
in the utterances of the obliging Kagan-
ovitgh, This latter, In one of hia recent
jubllee speeches, spoke about the opposition
of Elnoviev and Kamenev, as I we had
been living in 1926, The general political

Jsense of this refersnce to the long-silenced

ptruggle was clear, even without special
comment. The Stalinist apparatus “hinted"™
to Zinoviev and Kamenev: do not think,
please, that we will let you raise your
hends, The leaders of the apparatua
“hinted" to thelr underhand mwen: Under no
clrcumstances must you let these equivocal
repenters raise their heads! No more and
no less,

Stalin's Equillbriam is Sbak,

The equilibrium of the present one-man
apparatus leadership rests on an extremely
artificial and constraloned system of theo-
retical fictions, historical legends and the
actual seduction of the Party. This system
reguires the further tightening of the
screwd and by no means thelr lodsening.
For this system even Zinoviev is danger-
ousa. Ivery one of his puffed articles in
Fravda putg the international upstart, Mol-
otov, alarmingly on guard.

Now we find out the reason that promp-
ted the apparatus marghals to remind Zin-
ovier and Hamenev that they slould drop
forever their “senseless dreams”, It seems
that Zinoviev attempted to Imply, during
hiz ora® repentance, that the Opposition was
not wrong in everyvthing, as the struggle of
the Rights proves. And Kamenev admiited
{in the diary) that Trolsky was right when
he warned him and ZBlooviev, that capitu-
lation is the roud not to the Party, but to
political death. Kamenov alwavs showed
more inclination and ability to make enda
meet than Zinoviev, RBut as [Lenin =aid in
bis Testament: *ir i3 no acecidenl” that
Kamency was with ZFinoviev. “It is no
accldenl” that he went with him through
all the stagea of degradation of ideas in
order to come to the simple concluglon that
was oltlined to ¥im hefore: this road leads
only to politicul death.  Whatever it la,
bothh 11 to repent anew, this time with
enthusfasm, which, by the way, did not pro-
tect them from the puwvlic slap in the face
by Waganovitch—the Amsterdamer

The Danger of Bonaparctism

More than once we had occasion lo
«explain that the Party regime does not take
shape of itself, but is a function of policy,
which, in it turn, carries through the
interesia, and reflects the pressare, of
clasges, The Lwreaucratization of the Come-
munist Party of the Soviet Union, begin-
ning in 1922, continued parallel to the
growth of the economic atrength and polit-
ical influence of the petly bourgeoisie, bas-
ing itself on the N. I&. P. and parallel to tha
stabilization of the bourgeols regimes In
Burope and the whole world, as a rezult
of the successive defeats of the proletariat,
But the Party regime ia not merely a pas-
give reflection of proceases of g deeper or-
der, The Party is a live force of history,
particularly a ruling party, under a reglme
ol a revolutliomary dictatorship. Bureau-
eratiam doea not have an immaterial char-
acter. Ttz bearer ia the large solidifled bu-
reancrany with a whole world of Interests,
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