Saturday, April 12, 1830

THE

MILITANT

Page 7

Beating the War Drums

The periodicals of the ruling class in
this country have in the past year devoted
& great deal of space to the topic of war.
Th United States’ new role as the leading
capitalist nation in the world, with its
gearch for markets, raw materlals, and new
fields of exploitation, brought with it an
extension of its military preparations and
development of every character. “Dollar
Diplomacy” in its penetrstion into the
world arena, is followed by the gun. The
canitalists of this country, Just as the cap-
{talists of all other countries recognize that
in order to safeguard their economle inter-
estz, the armed forces behind it are easen-
tial.

The inevitability of conflicts be-
tween the imperialists is evident through
their attempts at meditation. A glaring
failure of this character is the London naval
conference, But the whole history of cap-
italist diplomacy shows the same resulf.
Attempts at agreements Jlimitation of arma-
ments, negotiations for peace, have all
meant: preparation for war, the search for
aliznments, and the aim to discover the
strength of their opponents. The imperial-
fjzts recognize the inevitability of war and
gre continually in preparation for it. They
write about it, speak of it, and are constant-
Iy on guard against the “enmemy” A flew
wesks ago, & sham airplane battle was held
in the vicinity of Los Angeles again~t the
w-~q forces'. This is indizative where the
wiad blows, At other times practice bat-
ties are fought agalnst the !iec- of Great
Evitoon or Jeran, The rminds of the masses

r¢ Téing nrepnsedd.

War Pepariment Calls Por Free Hand

The armed forces, however, while play-
ing a tremcndous role during war, are not
suliicient., The resources of the belligerent
naiions are the backbone of war. The or-
ganization of Industry on a war basiz ot a
moment’'s notice Is the objoct of the ruling
ciass, And so Nallon's Dusiness, the organ
af ke United States Chamber of Commerce,
posos the question: *Whe's going to win
the uext big war? And whyl”

Avseming, and correctly so, that war is
corting, Lthis journal procceds to promote
a »ian for mobilizing the industry of this
conntsy up to war strengih at a mowmcent's
notice. Tha proposal called, “educaticnal
war orders for munitions”, ig set forth in
a bill backed by the war department, the
navy depariment and the Chamber of Com-
mezrce, The Bill has already had hearings
before the House committee on military
allnire

L order to avoid all possibie delays in
the ovent that war breaks out, the Bill in-
tends that the Secretary of War shall have
counplete power to place war orders for
munitions without advertising for bids, and
without being bound to award them to the
lowest bidders, This would mean that the
small industrial concerns would be pushed
out in favor of the large industries that can
over night begin the production of war im-
plements, The War Department does not
want to bother over “small concerns with
no capacity worth consideration in war
timae™
Turning the Factorfes Into War Machines

¥atlon's Buslness very clearly
Etates: _

“raking munitions s much mora
lificult and complicated than turning
out teucks or tractors or pleasure cars
or typewriters, Cannon must be as ac-
curate as watchet. Shells must he
perfect”. :

“war is now a flght of the [ac-
(ories, a battle of machines...The na-
tion whose manufacturing plants can
most quickly be tuned up to quantity
proiluetion of ecannon, shella, search-
tights, fuses, gun carriages, and what-
not, witl win a victory. _

«uvernment plents in the Uniled
states peve the capacity to fill only
from fye to tem percent of our mun-
jtion meeds im a war against another
jmajor power or combination of powers.
wq the matter comes down to the large,
eficient well-managed establizhments

(hat in iime of peace make automoblles,

{rpewriles  sewing machines.  multl-

graphs, street carsz, machine tools and
other articles of ordinary commercial
usefulness. In war the victory will go
according to the way such plants have
been taught beforchand their war-time
jobs",

Aa far back as November, 1228, the
Anealist in a lengthy article on the chems-
ical industry pointed out that, while from
an Industrialist viewpolnt the development
of this industry was eszential to the
United States, yet of even more import-
ance was the nse to which the chemical
industry could be subjected during war.
The article illustrates that the chemical
industry mot only serves as one of the
most important branches of a war-produc-
ing plant, but can without the slightest
difficulty be transformed into manufactur-
ing war products, While Natlon’s Dusin-
es8 does not mention the question of the
chemical industry In relation to the war,
it evident (hat ils importance has not ‘been
minimized, since one of the writers of
these war articles is K. T, Trigg, chalr-
man of the committee for National Da-
fense of the United States Chamber of
Commerce, He is alao the president of the
John Lucas & Co., manufacturers of paints
—a chemical Industry.

All Workers to be Entrapped

The employment of women 00 a mass
scale in the event of war is one of the
chief aims of the Bill, A plecture appear-
ing above the leading article on the jour-
nal, shows women workizg In a munitions
plant. Thia picture s headed by the fol-
lowing caption: “Guaging of cartridges is
only one 'aiep of many in their manufac-
ture, The development of modern in-
dustry, making possible the employment
of women in industries such as choemieal,
electrical, iron and steel, ete, s closely
retated to the question of war production.

It i3 clear that in the event of war
the capitalists will utilize every conceivable
force. We will witness the armed forces,
the organlzation of Industries on a war
basiz, the utilization of the women and
children, and a virtual existence of mar-
tial law in the home country.

The war problem is of greatest impor-
tance to the proletariat, The worlers bear
the heaviest burden during war, Even
exemption from the actual armed forces
does not exclude one from participation in
war. To begin now with the struggle
against capitalist war is of paramount im-
portance to the working class, This
struggle cannot only be conducted with
manifestos, meetings and protests. There
is needed the actual organization of the
masaez, Such an organization against war
must be carried directly into the shops.
Parliamentary and legal means will not
suffice. The role of the Communist must
be that of leading the masses In the pro-
per directlon. To give leadership in the
struggle, to help in the organization of the
fight—to the destruction of eapitalism,
Pefeat war by itz own means.

[0
POLICE BOARD APPROVES
BLACKJACKING

L0OS8 ANGLES—Police Commiszioner
Mark Pierce wants to see more official
violence agalnst Communists. “The more
the police beat up and wreck their head-
quarters the better,” Plerce shouted, “Com-
munists have no constitutional rights and
1 won't lsten to anybody who defends
them.” Two other commissioners agreed

with this idea,.
)

STUDENTS BACK JOBLESS AGAINST
POLICE

DETROIT—Over two thousand students
meeting here In a laboratory conference
on social conditions have passed a resolu-
tion condemning the Detroit police depart-
ment for itz “brutal suppression of the un-
employed and its demonstrations.” It called
tor absolute freedom of speech and assem-
bly at future wnemployed meetings and ex-
presged the “fraternal solldarity” of the
studenta with thelr “jobless brothers and
aiztors.”™

TROTSKY ON FOSTER
AND LOVESTONE

In the Revolutiomary ge (March 1,
1930) the ILovestone Right wing attempts to
show that the American Party in its aec-
tivities and leadership is accepting the line
of the Opposition. It happens, unfortunate-
Iy, that this iz not s0. This time Lovestone
gquotes from the letier of comrade Trotsky
to the American Oppositlon, 1n that letter
Trotzky makes n scathing critieism of the
then leaders of the American Party, Love-
stone and Pepper. This letter alzso contains
some views on Foster, What comrade Trot-
sky £aid in that letter writfen in Constantin-
ople in April, 1929 js horne out by all
events that have trapspired. '

In reforenca to the Stalin apparalus
and fta Amosrican lientenants, Trotaky
writea: “Lovestone and Pepper did not
ereate this regime but they are ils staff offl-
cerg. 1 convieted Lovestone of a foul ide-
ological falsification (see my book “Europe
and Aweriza"). Under a fairly normal re-
gimo that alone wouid have been enough
to bury a man for a long time, if not for
good, or at least to make him confesa and
repent...The eplrit of the Lovestones and
Peppers is fundamentally opposed to the
apirit of the proletarian revolution."

Trotsky then discusses Foster. Love-
stone., in his characteristically dishonest
manner, quot2a only a brlef gentence from
the letter, namely: *“The latter (Foster)
always scemed to me made of more trust-
worthy material tkan Lovestone. In Foe-
ter's criticisma of the official leadership of
the fariy there was always miuch that was
truea and acute.” Lovestonas steps at this
point and quotes no further. But the letter
continues: "But as far.as [ understand
him, Foster is an emniricist, He does not
want to, or 14 not able to carry his think-
ing ou* to the end, and make upon the
foundation of hls criticismia the necessary
generalization. For that reason it has neaver
been clear to me in what direction Foster's
eriticism is pushing him: to the Left or to
the Right of official Centriam...This same
empiricism apparently suggests to Foster
the whole form of his activity, which con-
slets of struggling (.gainst the little devil with
Satan’'s support. Foster tries ‘o conceal
himself with the defensive coloration of
Stalinfam  in order by this contraband
rouie to move toward the leadeship o. the
American Party.”

If Lovestone were honest he would have
quoted the entire section the letter, but
that would run against his grain, Comrada
Trotzky's analysis of both T.aovestone and
Foster has been confirmed completely dur-
ing the course of the Party ~vents in the
last vear.

dy
NO WAGE INUCREASE FOR MEMPHIS
STREET CAR MEN

MEMPHIS—(FP)—Any thought of a
wage increase for street car men was dis-
pelled when the union’s executive board,
after conference with the company offic-
iala, recommended continuance of the exist-
ing scale for another year,

The vice presldent of the street railway
company complimented the mer on their
“patriotism™ in following Pres. Hoover's
admonitions.

)
CAPITALISM BLAMED FOR CRIME
IROBLEM

BUFFALO, N. Y. —(FP)—Inequitable
digtribution of wealth and an unfair indus-
trial order prevent a solution of the crime
problem, declared Dr, Nathaniel Cantor.
professor of sociology at the University of
Buffalo, in a recent lecture at the Univers-
ity.

GREENVILLE, 8. C. —Cotton mills in
the Pledmont section are running at only
799% capacity, as against 83% two weeks
ago, according to the president of & large
chain of mills.

BOSTON — 10,000 union carpenters in
Boston are demanding restitution of the
B-day week, gained in 1915 and lost in 1921,

MADISONVILLE, Ky.—0One thousand
miners have atruck for a wage increase in
weastern Henturky enal flold=
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we belleve, has ifilled 3 vilal
| role in the best interests of the
| working class -and Communist
movément in the TUnited States,
It gives a true ploture of the
situation in the Union of Socialist
Soviet Revublica, the Communist
Party of ihe Soviet Union and the
Communist International,

The MILITANT

prints the original and incom-
parable writings of Leon Trotsky,

the leader of the Left Bolshevik
Oppoaltion, now exiled in Type-

key by the Stalin bureauvecracy.
In g0 doing it makes clear to all
intellizent and honest revolution-
ary workers, the revislonist poli-
cies of the present leadership of
the mternational Communist
| movement as directed, since Len-
in's death, by Stalin and Buchar-
Iy and thelr Centrist and Right

wing supporters in the various
countries.

The MILITANT

presents tHe views and policlea
of the Left Opposition in the United
States, the Communist Leag e of
America (Opposition), on tha Ja-
bor and political problems before
tre American working class,

' The MILITANT

has printed and will continue to
print material on the events and
issues In the Soviet Union, the
Communist Party of the Soviet
Union and the Communist Inter-
national, the writings of L. D.
Trotsky, Christlan Rakovsky and
l other leaders of the Russian Rev-

olution, that are found {n no olher
English publication,

' The MILITANT

|
fighits for the rebuliging of the rey-

| olutio . ry movemnent on tie found-
1 atives laul by Marx and Lonin and
ageinst the Stalin-Bucharin revi-
! slonists, and thercby best verves
the cause of intermatirnal Com-
i =m.
| We call upon onr rewlers to
| IIZL'EI;} muintain the Militant by piv-
| Ing fi.aocial sunport to ensure its
i

continued existcnce as a fighiineg
weekly for the cause of Dinlshe- i
wismn, |

| We ask and count upon vour i
; hein. !
Make yonr doiation ioday!
ACT NoOw! !
Fill in the blank belaw for |
the  MILITANT 5
FT'x1,
The Militant
25 Third Avenue, Noom 4
New Yorks N. Y,
I ain enclosing a donion of
$..... for the Militant Sustaining
Fund to help maintain the paper

and puklish the works oL |
L. D. Trotsky. *'

Name .....

SUSTAINING

L N T ]

Address .......uu...
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FINES AND JAIL FOR JUOBLESS

SEATTLE—Of nine workers convicted
on a charge of unlawful assembly in con-
nection with the unemployed demonstration
Feb. 26, three were fined $25 each and iz
$10 each, Notice of appeal has been filed
by the Intl. Labor Defense. S8ix other
workers convicted in connection with the
March 6 demonstration have appealed from

4 G0-day jall sentence for three and a $30
fine each far three



