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The Five Year Plan and World Unemployment

{ Continned from page 1)

poning the wanifestations of a crisis, and
in this manner gain & new breatking space
for the i{solated Workers' State. The task of
the moment is & plauned retreat irom the
positlon of adventurism.
' However, in addition to this “minimal”
variation, it is necessary to prepare lmmed-
jately another, more extended variatfon, cal-
culated not only on the internal but also on
the external resources, The perspective of
the proletarian revelution in Europe ls by
no means lesa of a reallty than the pers-
pective of a genulne collectiviation of the
Russian peasants. More correctly, the ae-
¢ond perspective becomes a reality only in
gonnection with the first, The officlal lead-
ersbip of the Communist Internatlonal con-
ducte its policy as though we were on the
eve of the insurrection of the European pro-
lgiariat, - At the same time, the economic
nian for ten-fifteen vears s constructed
%ith the aim of “out-distancing” the whole
cavitalist world by means of an isolated
Workers' State. 'fhis incompatibility, flow-
inz from the reactionary, utopian theory of
sotiallam in one country, runs through the
prog am of the Comintern and all its pol-
icies, Nobody knows the dates, but it can
b~ sald with certainty: the conquest of pow-
¢r o, the European proletariat is undoubt-
aily clozer to this date than is the liquida-
jon of the claosses in the Soviet Unon.

ke elaboration of a minimal plan with
“.o aim of mitigating the approaching crisis
sviot necessarily proceed from the fact of
2 pravent isolated pesition of Soviet econ-
s¥av, Dut simultaneously it {s necessary to
sraate o varintion based on the mutual In-
werinking of Soviet and world economy.
I'i: goneral plan elaborated, for ten, fifteen
17 wAra years can under no condition be
:onsiveed any other way.

Cuvionsly, systematie and &l1-embrae-
it eoonomic cooperation of an Internation-
»* gasrecier will becoms possible only alter
1oy ogomnuest of power by the proletarjat
=7 {2 asdvancel capltallst countrics. How-
pvee tue time of this overthrow cannot be
{ar=ocen, That Iz why preparations must be
vre 2 in e, politically as well as econom-
er

“Ner's Unempleyment and the
| Soviet Union

eoeondir, there is every raason to count
et wioer tide conditlons of the present
::IEHE-I::'-L'-LEI and Iodusirial cvisia, part.cu-
1Ay in emas of ite furiber aggravation, the
Iph ot pevernment, by a correct poliey, can
prie £ incomepurably larger access to the
receniess of the world market. Unemploy-
men: i & faclor of huge importance which
car meke its impreas upon the policy of the
n"::';t {uture., Under the blows of unemploy-
ment the powerful edifice of the conserva-
tive trade unionz and the 2ocial democracy
ecan suffer deep-going clenvages before the
infinitcly more powerful edifice of the capit-
alis: state beging to crack., But this will
abi hanpen of itself. The correct direction
of ths working class atruggle acquires an
excaptional signicance in the conditions of
i wocial crisis. The general strategle line
o! Communlsm must obviously, more than
ever before, be directed towards the revo-
lutionary conquest of power. Eut this revo-
Jutionary pelicy must be nourished by the
gonereie conditions and tasks of the transi-
tion period. Unemployment occuples an
gver nore contral place among them. One
of the most important slogans of the tran-
gitvion period ean and must become the de-
mand for economic cooperation with the
goviet Union. But the agitatfon under this
glogan must in turn have a thorougly con-
erete character, armed with facts and fig-
y 28 It must bage Itself on a general ec-
enomic plan which takes into account the
ever-increasing interlinking of Soviet with
wor'd economy, ‘This signifies that the
general plan must be bwiit upon a genulne
Marxist foundation and not upon the theory
of . isolated socialist soclety.

In the ;af?ﬂﬂnt European and wurld. un-
smployment, conjunctural events are bound
up with the organic processes of capitalist
decay, We have more than once repeated
that conjunctural eyeles are Inherent in
panitalist mociety at every stage of its de-

velcpment, But at different stages these
cycles have a different character., Just
ag in a person's declining years a flow
of strenglh is always uncertain and brief
and every illness, on the contrary, affacts
the whole organism, so the conjunctiral
cycles of Imperiallst- capitalism, especially
in FEurope, show a tendency towards the
diseased swelling of crisis by comparative-
ly short rises. The question of unemploy-
ment, In these conditions, ~an become the
central question for the majority of the cap-
itallst countries. It s here that the knot
is tled between the interests of the Soviet
Union and the interests of the world pro-
letariat,

The task by itself is clear and indisput-
able. It Is only mnecessary to approach it
correctly, But that ls precisely where the
dificulty ltes. At the present time, the in-
ternational education of the world proletar-
ian vanguard ia based om two ideas: “The
Soviet Unilon will build socialism without
yvou" and "The Saviet Unfon Is the father-
land of qll the toilers”. The first idea Is
falsé, the second abstract, Moreover, the
one bellea the other, This explains the as-
tonlshing fact that the struggle agalnst un-
employment is now directed by the pocket
calendar of HKuusinem and Manuflsky
("March Gth", ete.), and passes over the ec-
onomic problems of the Soviet Unlon. Yet
the connection between the one task and the
other is quite obvious,

\Ways to Aid Unemployed and the
Soviet Union

Complete collectlvization on the basis
of the peasants’ holdings I8 an adventurs
pregoant with a crleis in agricultural pro-
production and with dangerous political
consequences, But if the possibility arises
to fructify the collective farms In time by
an influx of advanced techmigque, then col-
lectivized agriculture could pass far more
easily through -the perfod of infantile ill-
ness and be able, almost in the next few
vears, to realize a greatly improved harvest,
with such stocks for export as would radi-
cally change the pleture of the grain mar-
ket of Burope and later om put the con-
sumption of the working masses on a new
founndution. The menacing disproportion be-
teween the swing of collectivizatlon and the
state of technlque flows directly from the
economic isolation of the Soviet Unlon, It
the Soviet government could even use only
the capitaligt credits “normal” in [nter-
State relations, the tempo of industrializa-
tion, as the framework of ecollectivization,
could even now be considerably enlarged.

By all these circumstances, the Com-
munist Partles of the Wesat are placed be-
fore the task: of tying up, in their agitation,
the question of unemployment with the
most ecssential factors in world develop-
ment, and, in the first place, with the ec-
onomic deveolopment of the Soviet Union
And what 13 needed for this?

First, to stop foollng the workers of the
West with regard to the genuine situation
in the Soviet Unlon. Together with the
indisputable and Immense guccesses aris-
ing out of nationalization, to show them
honestly at the same time the internal con-
tradictions arising out of the isolation of
the Soviet Union and mistakes of leader-
ship, and thr:atening it with political
ﬂﬁngerﬂ.

Second, to explain to them that these
dangerz could be considerably diminished,
and later overcome, by the establishment of
a broad and coordinated interchange be-
tween the Soviet Union on the one side and
tiermeny and England, for example, on the
other.

Third, to demonstrate that many tens,
and later on hundreds, of thousands of
workeérs would be able to find work In the
annual, planned ordera for machinery and
agricultural implements of the Soviet
Union.

Fourth, to explain that through these
conditions the Soviet Union would receive
the possibility to export a far greater quan-
tity—leaving aside wood and other raw ma-
teriale—of graln, butier, meat and other
produets of consumption of the broadest
masses,

The importation of machinery and fhe

exportation of raw material and food pro-
ducts could, by an adequate agreement, he
set Into direct dependence upon each other,
on the basis of a large plan equally acces-
sible to the understanding and the check-
ing of the Soviet as well as the forelgn
workers,

The successes hitherto achleved in So-
viet industry assure a necessary basis for
this entrance into the international arena,
It Is not a question 4f naked agitation, but
of seripus, well thought out economie pro-
posals, motivated by all existing expericnce
and clearly formulated in the language of
technique, economics and statistics, In this
connection the Soviet government must cer-
talnly proclaim its full readiness to facill-
tate an all-sided examination of the accom-
plishments of the economic agreement for
interested labor organizations (trade
unlons, shop stewards' commlttees, etc.).

Unemployment and the United Front

It we approach the gquestion politically
and in the first place from the point of
vlew of the relatlons towards the soclal
democracy and Amsterdam, the task can be
formulated as an application of the policy
of tie nrited front on a scale such as it has
not bgen and could not be practiced up to
now. ' :

But is it possible to hope that Mac-
Donald, Hermann Mueller, the trade union-
iste of Amsterdam and the American Feder-
ation of Labor would consent to Buch a
comblnation? then is it not utoplan? is it
not concillationism? ete. Such an objec-
tion will undoubtedy be made by*those who
yeaterday hoped that the British trade
unjonists would declare war agalost im-
periallsm for the defense of the Sovlet
Union (Stalin and Company). We did not
nourish these pitiful HNusions at that tlme
and we do not nourish them now. But it
must be considered that economlc agree-
ments of a social democratic government
with the Soviets for the diminution of un-
employment o its own country Is neverthe-
lesg far more probable than the war of the
reformists against imperialism. When the
criela developa further, the reformiat gov-
ernments, which base themselves upon mil-
lione of organized workers, can be driven
Into spch a vice that they are compelled—
tg one extent or another—to yield to econ-
omic cooperation with the Soviet Union.

We have no desire or nesad to gueas
‘the extent to which it would be realized In
actuality, Should the soclal democracy be
averse even to the discussion—in the first
period that is most likely to be the case—
then the plan will at the very outeet imbue
the masses of the workers to sStruggle
against the social democracy. In any case,
the reformists in power will find it more
diffficult to defend themselves from an agl-
tatlon based on & concrete plan of econom-
feally advantageous cooperation with the
Soviet Unlon. than from the shriil yelpings
on the subject of “soclal fascism'*

It is evident that this plan of campaign
In no way assumes the softening of our po-
litical relationa towards the social demoe-
racy. On the contrary, by correct direction
the campaign outlined above can seriously
shake the positions of the international so-
clal ‘democracy which for the last few years
recelved immeasurable support through the
policies of Stalin-Molotov,

Socialist Construction and the
International Revolution

The necessity of posing the fask of
socialist construction in an International
sense rises out of the internal needs of the
ecohomic development of the Boviet Union
and at the same time represents the most
persuasive and irrefutable propaganda in
favor o. internatiomal revolution, But in

* The paper of the ltalian Left Com-
munists, Prometeo, says quite appropriately
that 1f it {8 very difficult for the social demao-
erats to refute the accusations that they are
agents of the bourgeoisie, it I8, on the con-
trary, very easy for them to refute the af-
firmation that they are Fascists, In label-
ling the social democrats social fascists,
the Comintern renders 1hem a signal

service.

order to enter upon this road it is necese
Bary to learn over again. Instead of a sope
orific optimism, the revolutionary tocein
must be sounded, It Is impermissable to
be content with the ritualistie conjuring
agalnst military intervention. It I& neces-
sary to put the economic problem sgquarely,
The Communist agitator must say openly
and honestly to the masses of the Wes::

“Don't believe that soclalism will be
built up In Moscow without you. They
have acomplished quite a bit, but they can=
not accomplish everything. The many
things they have already accomplished are
only a small part of what ig still to be dones
In order to help them, such measures must
now be taken as will at the same time help
¥ou workers against unemployment and the
high cost of living. The Soviet government
has an economic plan for cooperation with
toreign {ndustry.** Everybody can famil-
larize himself with it. To be sure, you are
not obliged to put blind faith in me or in
the Sovlet government, Demand the exam-
ination of the Soviet proposals by our trade
unions, our party, or by our sgocial demo-
cratle government ( Germany, England ),
This government must be compelled finally
to .take the road of economle agreement
with the Boviet Union because that is the
more effective and advantagous road of
struggle agalnst unemployment.”

But is there any hope that with their
present leadership the Communist Partles
are capable of a serlous revolutionary mob-
ilization of the maszes? We will not de-
pide this questlon beforeband, The policy
which we defend has such profound roota
in the objective situation and in the his-
torial interests of the proletariat that [t
will finally make Ita way through all the
obstacles, It is entirely o question of time,
But that is a very important question. The
duly of the Left Communist Opposition is,
thercfore, to use all ita strength to shorten
the period.

Prinkipo, March 14, 1530

** We proceed from the assumplion that
tuch a plan must be created.

&
STEEL SLAVESNEED UNION

PITTSBURG, Pg.—W. E. Chalmers, of
the Tniversity of Pittshurg who spent
months in a survey of labor conditions in
steel trust towns, among other things says:

“Contrasted with a highly efficient labor
gpy Syslem maintalned by steel corporatlions
to ferret out discontented workmen, iz the
absence of any union in the fleld te lead in
the flght against sharp wage cuts, unems-
ploryment and long houra

“The gweep of technicology throngh the
steel plants,” has been unparalleled in any
other industry. In & 3-year period from 28
to 23% of the working fofce has been elim-
inated in wvarious departments of typical
mills. The Edgar Thompson works at Brad-
dock a Pitteburg suburb, have cut the
number of workers from 7,000 fo. 5,000 in
four years while maintaining production,

“On the other hand the big steel corpor-
ationa have mnever beeén B0 proaperous,
Although the fourth quarter of 1329 was
one of industrial depression, U. 8. Steel
reported the highest profits of any quarter
in its history. Record profits have been
matched by record unemployment, sharp
wage reductions and the malntenance of
long hours.

“In continuous procesa departments of
the bigger mills, the 8-hour day is in effect.
In other departments, and in some of the
smaller mills, the 10-hour day Is customary,
but 12-hour shifte and the 'T-day week are
by no means uncormmon, Four thousand
men are on the T-day week in the Pitts-
burgh area alone, Every third week U S,
steel Corp, workers must work 16- hours
siraight in 24 hours.”

Liforts to organlze these mills, despita
discontent, will not be easy, said Chalmers,
The steel trust anc. other companies, follow=
ing the 1919 revolt, organized an elaborate
gpy fervice. Company towns are under the
iron rule of company henchmen; free specch
and assembly are wnknown; eviction can
follow agltation; and boarding house Keep-
ers are often company agenir




