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The Labor Party ,ancl' the_Tasks of the Communists

With ever fincreasing signs of deep-
golog changes facing the American work-
ers, which are partly already beginning,
it is of the utmost importance to recognize
the present actual level of deyelopment to
be able to prepare correctly for the next
steps. Proceeding from that point it be-
comes clear that the movement toward a
conscious class position will of neceasity
first pass some stages of rather elementary
expression. Wil the reformist labor party
stage be one, and if so what should be tha
attitude of revolutionists?

The practieally complete allegiance of
the workers, in so far as they glve any
political expression, to the capitalist par-
ties has almost becdme proverbial {n the
United States. THhers is no reason fure
ther to elaborate on this, except to add that
particularly here parliamentary elactiona
can only be a parMal indication of working
clags sentiments. But in the fisld of sc-
onomic organization there is mo less back-
wardness shown by the wvast number of
workers in the manufacturing and basic
industries. They are almost entirely un-
organlzed. The Handbook of American
Trade Unions claims a total membership
today in all unions of 4, 331, 251, It was
never higher at the peak figures in 1920
than B, 110, 800, thus clearly informing us
that the great majority of the working class
have not had experience In any kind of
unlonlsm. Here we must also record the
fact that within these unionz there i to-
day practically no organized left wing in
existence,

Status of the New Unlons

Would it be correct to say that these
unorganlzed workers are ready for organ-
ization but have been denied the oppor-
tunity because of the reactionary and eraft
ldeology of the present unions? TUndoupt-
edly that is so in the case of a good many
thousands; but one must not lose sight of
realities. Nowhere have the workers as
¥2t begun in the unorganized Industries to
move toward elementary forms of shop or-
ganizationa,

How does the casz2 then stand with the
new Industrial unions sponsored by the
Trade Union TUnity League? Healthy
growth here would naturally be a very
strong indication of rapid ideoclogical ad-
vancement of the working class. TUnfor-
tunately that is not so. These unlons have
remained at a very small membership and
although the future holds good possibilities
if correct policies mre formulated for their
function, the fact remains that a swing to-
ward masa support for the new unions can-
not yet be recorded.

Therea are other means of gauging
working class development, for instance,
through itz press. lowever, compared to
the capitalist dailles mounting into many
millions of issues per day throughout the
country the press representing labor s
limited Indeed. Its revolontionary section
reaches only some thousands of readera.
Many former labor* papers of a somewhat
progressive tinge have disappeared, sold
out or exist as a shadow of their former
gtrength,

The Labor Siruggles in Recent Years

Perhaps, despite all these facts, the
field of actual working clasz stiruggle by
way of strikes, organized or unorganized,
gives a different impression of the level of
development. As yet, that cannot be sald
to be the case., While latest figures are
not available it remains a well known fact
that since 1922 the number of actual strikes
and workers participating in them has
shown & steady decline. Only, and that
is imporfant as a frend of recent events,
there has been & healthy sign of militancy
dirplayed In sach strikes, as among the
textlle workers in Passale, New Bedford,
(iastonia and Marion; in the ill-fated Illin-
ols miper's satrlke; in the New Orleans
street carmen's sirlke and at present in
the Plttsburg taxicab strike and the Phila-
delphia Aberle mill strike.

Thia Iz how matters stand just now
with the working class, the actual lavel
from which changes will proceed; and they
ars not the conditions of pre-war America,
but of today, under a highly developed
capitalist imperiallsm. On the other hand,
we note the extremely imporftant beglin-
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nings of militancy — indicative for tha
future,

Nevertheless, all factors considered,

the most elementary steps toward a class
movement of the American workers are vet
to be taken. The response given in several
instances to the unemployment demonsira-
tions on March 6th, led by Communists, al-
though not yet signifying a consclous class
baais, is however, one of the definite indic-
ations of the accelerating speed of devel-
opments in this present epoch,

But proceeding from the actual level
of the working class organizationally, po-
ltically and ideologically, it is hardly pos-
ible that the political reformist stage can
bé avolded as a definite part of future de-
velopments. In the main European indus-
frial countries this stage has assumed its
definite place, embracing almost the en-
tire working class and is in most Instances
¥et at its helght. The forces which will
initiate and furnish leadership to it in this
country can already be discerned,

Perspectives in the A. F. of L.

From the upper hierarchy of the A.F.
of L. the mildest labor reformist movement
has met decided opposition In the past.
Its political policy is8 a natural reflex
of its own position as part of the employ-
ers’ industrial staff., This is important be-
cause of the sirategic role of the organized
section, even if relatively small in numbers,
in the course ef labor developments. But
with a continued radicalization of the
workers in general, the very pressure will
be furnished from below which may eas-
ily strike a response among certain strata
of the lower union officialdom and impel
them forward to give leadership to a break-
away from the traditional two party sys-
tem toward a labor party.- More surely is
this so since it will simultaneously afford
the opportunity tor ward off the masses,
at least for a period, from any inclination
toward the revolutionary movement, and to
steer it into the safer channels of political
reformism. Thus, such breakaways may
become closely associated with a revolt
against the policles and class collabora-
tion practices of the A, F. of L. hierarchy.
The miners' Insurgent convention im
Springfield, 111, held March 10th, may be
come one claasical illustration of just such
revolts,. Although mnot yet a breakawary,
gtill through the working class forcea it
sets into motiom, it can become rich in po-
tentialities, The radicalization already
manifest, the begiuning of a stir within
the trade unions, all speeded on by the
general critical conditions, present a seem-
ing paradox:—defensive struggles, contain-
Ing explosive material, with mass demon-
stratione and posalbly open violent out-
bursta, wyet politically only the reformist
Btage of a labor party approaches. TUpon
closer investigation, however, It will be seen
that this seeming paradox is but an exact
reflex of the dialectical proceas.

Some Labor Parly History

It would hardly be an exaggeration to
gtate that no issue has manifested so much
confuslon within the revolutionary move-
ment during the last few years as has the
labor party lssue. In 1932, alter a sharp
struggle within the Workers Party, the
correct conception of the possible growih
of & labor party as an elementary expres-
slon of political development of the Amer-
lean workers and the duty of the Commun-
ista to functlon as a revolutiomary factor
in thesea developments, was adopted. But
soon, digressions into adventurism and op-
portunism took the upper hand, making a
carlcature of a correct conception. The
Communists, regardless of forcea available
and of the tempo of development, embarked
upon the bullding of & labor party. It had
its beginning in the August thesi{s, whose
author was John Papper. Thils thesis vis-
ualized each group within the labor move-
ment—the Boclallst party, tha trade uniom
group and the Communists with ita own
labor party. Two classes in one party,
the farmer-labor party, became the accep-
ted thing and from thera it was just a
short step to the formation of the Feder-
ated Farmer Labor party. As it navar
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became a party in reality, the tide rapidly
turned toward the fiction of the La Fol-
lette ailiance, This fallacy became de-
cisively exposed only after the direct
intervention of comrade Trotsky, then not
¥Yet exiled from the Comintern,

But with the intensified Centrist struggle
against the Russian Communist Opposition,
headed by Trotsky, the rapidly Stalinized
Comintern became intoxicated with these
entirely false farmer-labor practices of the
American Communists, This was best ex-
pressed in the report of the Comintern po-
litical secretary, comrade Kolaroff, to the
Fifth Congress, running in part as follows:

"The small farmers in the United
States have organized a farmer-labor
party, which becomes constantly more
and more radicalized, comeas closer to
the Communists and is saturated with
the idea of the establishment of a
farmer-labor government in the United

Staes.” (7!} (Pravda, July 6, 1824},
Nothing more and nothing less,

The Sectariun Party Policy

With the American party leadership the
zig-zaz slill continued at dizzying speed.
At the Cleveland T. U. U. L. convention
Iast summer a most ridiculous resolution
was adopted providing for the—establish-
ment of a labor parly which would be
against the left social democrats, the Mys-
teites, etc., where “no reformist clements
conld sneak into its ranks” (!!!), Finally
the party leadership bas adopted a stand-
point rejecting any labor party perspective,
while the Sixih Comintern  Congress siill
adheres to one organized from below. Tut
then, changes to the exact opposite are
sinple matters today under the Stalin
leadership,

Of late, the labor party question has
been discussed in the parly press. Joseph
Zack in articles in the December and
January Communist, tukes the position
that reformism bas already run its course
in the United States through the period of
the labor aristocracy organized in the AF.
of L., although not appearing here in ihe
Furcopean clothes of a social-democratic
or a labor party. Ie seems further to con-
tend that while labor parties were possible
in this countrv in the pre-monopolistic era,
now, under monopely capitalism, they are
out of the gquestion because of the ghar-
pened class struggle. Of course, Zack has
always  shown aptitude in buflding up
a series of arguments based upon seeming-
Iy perfect logic but entirely forgelting the
dialectical process from which working
clasa developments are nol immune or Bep-
arated. '

It is somewhat different with the ar-
ticle of Max Bedacht in the December i{ssue,
He appears to recogunize the correctness of
the Party position arrived at in 1922 and
subsequently approved at the Fourth Com-
intern congress. Remembering his sinful
past a8 am important cog in the Lovestone-
Pepper Right wing faction, and not under-
estimating the weakness of the flesh, he
rushes in ahead of Zack and proclaims:
“Me for the ‘left' too", He discovers that
now In the “third period” matters stand
differently than way back in 1822, The
“social fascist” Socialist party, the petty
bourgeois liberals and the sections of the
labor aristocracy bribed by imperialism,
will ba in the labor party too and hence he
concludes:

“Under the present conditions, when
the reality of the labor party does mno
longer represent independent political
action of the working class (so0!') but
reprezents open imperialiat policies un-
der cover of an aoti-imperialist firm,
propaganda for a labor party camn no
longer represent propaganda for Inde-
pendent political action but becomes
propaganda for an uander cover instru-
ment of imperialism..,.My concluslon
therefore is that it 1s impossible at this
moment to use the labor party slogan
and the labor party movement unqual-
ffAedly in the campaign for tha davel-
opment of independent politloal action
of tha wagapa™

Role of Labor Fakers and Soclalists

But was not already in 1922 the role
of the Socialist party, petty bourgeois lib-
erals, etc, not only indicated but appearing
io all its maturity; if not here, then at least
elsewhere? Was it not then clearly recog-
nized that, although Socialist party leaders,
labor fakers and labor narty leaders will
cunningly and violently betray the workers
when the latter can no longer be fooled by
reformist illusions, nevertheless the gep-
aration from the bondage of the capitalist
parties would mean an important step for-
ward for the workers? Was it not rocog-
nized that in that process the Communists
must move with the masses and always en-
deavor to extend its revolutionary influ-
ence? Of course it was, although the
“third period” had not vet been invented,
But despite all this well-known history,
Bedacht, by theoretical magie, constructs a
Jumping-off board designed to make the
leap over the political reformist atage in
one easy jump. That is to be the “political
united front'. An elegant expreszion,
whatever it may mean. He solves it very
simply by basing it upon the Communist
nuclei In {he factorles, Unfortunately, this
leap will most likely never get bevond the
stage ol their theoretical dreams and the
penalty for such false conclusions spells
further party isolation from the masses.

The conclusions and formulations of
the Stalin bureaucracy would Le more near-
Iy correct if we were in an immediately
revolutionary period. That is just the littla
thing which is yet missing,

The Labor Parly—A Perspective

The correct way to put the question is
that all indicalions and historical expor-
iences indicate that the labor pelitical ree
formist stage i3 guite unavoldable also in
the United States, with possibilities of
some form of a labor party; and that such
must be our perspective. It will surely
produce leaders as reactionary as those
produced im any other country who will
betray, and help Imperialism butcher the
workers, as well as endeavor to use the
labor party for that very purpose, But de=
spite these leaders, it will also help fo
set the masses into motion against their
class enemy. The worker will suffer bitter
disappolotments and experience severa
struggles both of a political and industrial
character in the process. But with the
present rapid developments, the reformist
illusiona will possibly be of a very szhort
duration, Hence our conclusion i{s: The
Communisis must remain in the most {ntis
mate contact possible with the working
masaes in all their experiences and strug-
Eles in order to help draw the proper
lessons and lead the fight against the reacs
ticnaries; to proudly unfurl the revolutione
ary banner of Communlam through the la-
bor reformist stage and throygh the labor
party, from within and without: utilize all
means most speedily to help elevate the
American working class to itz floal reve-
lutionary position.

- CHIEICAGO -
PARIS COMMUNE COMMEMORATION

Satarday, March 29th, 8 p, m,
at Flelner's Hall, 1638 N, Halsted St.
Banquel — Recitatlons — Entertalnment

Short talk on the Isesscns of the
Paria Commune by John Mihelic

Auspices: Chicago Branch
Communist Teague of America (Opposition)
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MILWAUKEE COMMUNISTS APPEAL
WORKHOUSE SENTENCES

MILWAUKEE—(FP)—Appealing from.
prison sentences for alleged rioting, 37 un
employed and their Communist leaders are
demanding jury trials, The riot occurred
March 6th when a Hearst reporter started a
counter demomstration for the sake of a
sensational story, Mounted Milwaulkee
police rode imto the crowd in the best man-
ner of weteran Pennsylvania Cossacks,




