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Conditions of the German
Workers and the Communists

Berlin
The past few weeks have evidenced
pew sSurgea in the unemplovment wave.

- Each month adds at.least 40,000 new rec-

riits to the army of the jobless. But the
work is still ip the stage of ascent and has
not at all reached itz high point as yet.
No oneé has any illusions about this. Quite
the contrary:

The atatistical publication of the Im-
stitat for Konjunkterforschlaug reckons
with an enormous growth of unemploy-
ment in the spring, dne to the matricula-
tion and Introduction into‘'Industry of about
half a milllon young workers, apprentices.
Thisg 1z aslde from the regular conjunciural
increases (seasonaletc). It adds: that im
order to keep unemployment from becoming
memaceingly critical, Germany would have
to increase its exports at the present rate
of 100 milllon Relchamarks per month,
Which looks gquite impossible at present.

Anpther issue of the same perlodieal

reports a semi-monthly decrease of 1%

in thoe consumption of nourishing foods
among the working class population. When
we keep in mind the recent fall of prices in
egga, milk, butter, meat, “colonial wares"
(cocoa, ete) and in food products in general,
we can realize the importance of even such
a "harmless” flgure to its full extent.

Unemployment, and the reduction of
maintenance for the unemployed (Hiller-
ding only prepared the ground for a steady
procedure towards the liguidation of the
maintenanee) in direct proportion to each
other and—Iinversely with food consumption.
Three milllon unemployed—with their fam-
illes this means: nine million beings on
gtarvation rations. Thiz means the most
gruesome misery for one-seventh of the
population, a fate that awaits millions more
in the perlod to come.

Bourgeolsle on the Oiensive

S0 intrenched hes the ruling class be-
come with the ald of thelr reformist lack-
eys, that it has -Tesolved to discard
them completely from their employ in pol-
itica and to subjugate them completely In
their service as trade union agents. The
bourgeolsie dre out for the whole booly.
In a recent number of its officlal organ,
the Arbeltgeber, it demands of the A.DG.B.
leaders, half in threat, half in entreaty,
full subordination, It demands that the
reformist bureaucracy surrender the “Amer-
ican™ ‘theory that high wages bring pros-
perity’; it .demands of them (who have
ghown such concern for the “recuperation”
of “Cerman” industry, for the promotion
of the "“national” export irade, efc.) &
promise mot to ask for a wage increase
when most of the wage-agreements in the
metal and textile industries terminate (in
the spring and fall of this year). Because,
ihey entreat: all the benefita that you and
we, in our concentrated efforta to “unbur-
den Industry” by recolling from all men-
tion of Industrial increases, by stuffing
the . Young plan obligations wupon the
“broad"” ghoulders of the proleiariat — be-
cause, all this noble work which we have
accomplished for the “national weal"—will
be epoiled by such a demand.

Social Democrais Continue to Sell Out
Workers

And they hold up the shining example
of sacrifica that Bill Green and the other
darlings of the American bourgecisie made
for the “common good”’, when these A F,
of L. fakers, jn the pow famous conference
with Hoover and the bossesg, promised not
to “annoy"” the latter with similar demanda
in “the period of national crisis”.

The reformists will capltulate here
too— according to precedent. For the wulti-
raate good of their economie philozophy s
the accumulation of capital for the pro-
motion of the export trade and the capltal-
ist import. XNo sacrifice, no working class
vacrifice. J= ino grest fo= ihass reptiles
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who still have the audacity to call them-
selves representatives of the workers, (In
thelr zeal for betrayal they are far to the
Rlght of even some bourgeols liberals, like
the well-known economist, Prof. Bernhard,
who sees a solution to the capltalists'
troubles in price sinking in the domeatic
market, In place of what he calls wasteful
dumping on the foreign marlket.) The
maln things for them are the government
posta and their salaries. For the sake of
these, everything else will “be surrendered.
Amsterdam and the A. D. G. B, have moved
g0 far Imn the direction of Mathew Woll,
that it becomes really difficult to find the
least distinction between them. Each de-
livers the goods to the national bosmes,
Each according to the local needs.

The Attacks on the Workers' Organizations

MNaturally, the economli¢ offensive of the
bosses is only the axis of an offensive
all along the line, While the unemployed
are being robbed of thelr last support, the
bourgeoisie are feverishly arming the sol-
diers of ecivil war, the police. The state
budget “cannot” meet its slightest obliga-
tionz to the starving, bui it ¢an and does
proportion enormous sums for the equip-
ment of churohes and for every other
means of strangling the working class
But the hungry masses can't and won't let
themselves be intimidated by the black-
jacks of the police, by lead balls, or by
horses’ hoofs. There {5 a limit to silent
gufiering.

The bosses and their social-democratic
police sergeants think that by slandering
the Soviet Union, that by jalllog the editors
of the militant labor press, that by dis-
golving the proletarian defense organiza-
tione and by driving the leader of the
working class, the Communist Party, under-
ground, they will stifle the angry protest
of the hungry nine millions, They will be
gadly disappointed.

The party, overpowered and made im-
potent by fta hazardous course of empty
phrases, j8 siruggling (o disenlangle iteelt
from the self-imposed shackles, It is hav-
Ing a very hard time. It has lost many paosi-
tipne In the trade unions; a rebellion hay
gpread among its own functionaries,

The Opportunism of the Brandlerltes

Now that the militant spirit of solidar-
ity has really impregnated a broad layer
of workers and unemployved, with and with-
out the ald of the Party, the Brandlerists
are very retlcent with “positive proposals”
for action, of which they usually have
their mouths full. The 6th of March they
don't couslder worth noticing, Instead of
making any move for a united fromt (de-
sired or not) with the Party, to exploit the
favorable situation for Immediate action,
the programigts, the apostles of “mass
work”, are concentrating all their atten-
tion to win the trade uniom rebela of the
Party for thelr factiorml platform. Their
“emergency program” fis an opporiunist
plece of work., 1t appeals for a broad pro-
letarian defensive struggle, for immediate
demands for relief and unburdening of the
masses, Very good. But it does not point
out & elngle guiding principle, by which the
soclal democratie, Catholie workers can
find their way alter the experiences of
the impending siruggles, irto the red front
of the proletarian revolution, into the ranks
of the Communists,

The Need For a Clear Left Commuaist
Opposition

The Communist Party ig in agony. The
leaders are helplegs.© hey have shown
themseelves as pitifully incompetent as
theoreticlans and, consequently, as organ-
izers. A strong left oppositlon, clear in
principles, homogeneous in Its own ranks,
equipped with a real bolshevik platform
and an unequivocal attitude toward the
role of the Party, could fill & burning need
in Germeny at present. The massea are
ready to begin the siruggle, which is to
mold them into -a solid phalanx agalnst
the tottering capitulist order,
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The Labor Movement
In South Africa

(The following excerpts of a letter take
up questions that are yet In the process of
discussion and declsion in the Communist
League of America. No doubt its contents
will prove of interest to our readers, be-
sldes glving further evidence that the Jp-
positlon ia making its way into every sec-

tlon ol the world—Ed,)
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Johannesburg
The Mliiitant

I was indeed glad to get your letter of
the 18th. January, and more particularly
the coples of the MIlitant.

it will also interest you to knoow that
I was a member of the Communist Party
(South African sectlon of the Communist
International) of which I was a foundation
member, The section was formed in 1921,
and for many years prior to that I was an
active member and official of the Industrial
Soclalist League which afterwards became
the Cape Town branch of the Communist
Party. In the Communist Party I held at
varlous tlmes the respective positions of
Treasurer, Assistant Secretary and Acting
Editor of the party organ, whilst for sev-
eral years In succession 1 was a member
of the Central Executive, Ip addition I was
for many years secretary of a large trade
unioh {Witwatersrand Tallors' Assoclation)
and treasurer and executive member of the
South African Trade Union Congress (an
exclusively European body, excluding na-
tive workers from membership) which posts
I relinguished over two years ago.

The cause which led to the Beveranca
of my connection with the Communist
Party Aas the newly-adopted policy of
“An Independent Mative Republie, with au-
tonomy for national minorities” (meaning
the whites mainly) was one to which I
was. unable to subscribe. In the circum-
stances it seemed to me to be a gross
departure from the principles of Marxism
and Leninlsm. Let me glve you a briet
ontline of the position in South Africa.

The Worklpg Class in South Afriea

Our working class is divided on raecial
lines—Europeans and non-Europeans. The
hostility of each of these sections towards
the other has been born of their rclative
positions of superiority and inferiority in
every sphere. ‘This hostility has been ag-
gravated by discriminatory laws and more
particularly by the actlon of the Europeans
in maintaining a rigid “color bar”, Most of
the natives are dlsenfranchised, they are
made to carry “passes” (licenses to be
abroad), are subjected to gross iil-treat-
ment and brutality. The native who at-
tains high educational standards is no
less contemptuously treated on that ac-
count. BEuropeans refuse to work with na-
tives on certain (skilled or semi-zkilled)
Jobs and they debar them from entering
their trade unions (the natives have now
commenced organiging their own trade
unfons).

The white population of the Union of
South Afrlea is approximately 1 3-4 mil-
Homns; the native approximately & millions,
The majority of the native workers are gg-
ricultural laborers, whilet those whom the
development of industry has driven to the
towns are engaged im unskilled occupa-
tions, 'The key positions in industry, com-
merce and communications are held by
white workers. On the average natives
wages are about one quarter of what the
whites earn, Needless to remark, the com-
paratively high wages of the whites in the
town are poseible because of the very low
wage-standards of the native workers—a
parrallel position with that of Britiah and
Indian workers before the war, Capitallsm
uses the bribe of high wages to retain the
loyalty of the whites who can in the clr-
cumstances be relied wpon ito police the
maes of discontented under-paid natives

The artificial color-bar raised by the
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whites has for some time shown elgns of
relaxing. It has been found that measures
such as these do not stem the advancing
tide of the cheap native worker., ' Eurge
peans’ wage standards were definitely en-
dangered when by a court declsion, the
color-bar in the gold-minlog industry, which
debarred natives from skilled occupations,
was declared ultra vires the constitution
and upset. The European workers then
lent readler ear to the message of the
Communist Party, bidding them assist, it
for no higher motive than self-interest, the
native to secure higher wages and thys
ellminate competition based on differing
wage-standards. The legal color-bar hay-
ing gone by the board it was natural that
the rest should follow.” The Communist
slogan: “Workers of all lands, Unite!"™
found & more ready response among the
whites, Some trade unions went the length
of admitting non-Europeans to membership.
The Comintern Polley

Then came the Comintern's new slo-
gan for South Africa: “An Independent
Native Republic, with autonomy for raclal
minorities’, The Europeans mnaturally
asked: “Why a Natlve republic? Why not
a Workers' and Peasants' Republic’—why
is the white working class (a not insignifi-
cant part of the proletariat) contemptuous-
Iy left out of the programme and relegated
to a definlie position of inferiority? To
thegse plain questions there has heen no
answer forthcoming. Within the O P.
these have been the effects of the mew pol-
fcy:

1. Racial animosity on the part of the
native members towards the European
members has grown and is developing to
an almost incredible degree, the mnative
members logically interpreting the slogan
a8 implying superlority for themselves gver
the hated oppressor {white Communists are
included here) and

2.  Wholesale desertlon of the white
proletarian members who would not sub-
scribe to the abandonment of the Marxian
slogan "Workers of all lands, unite!" and
its substitution by a black (native) chau-
vinlsm. Comrade §. P. Bunting, who at-
fended the last world congress in Moscow
was contempuously dubbed a “Soclal Dem-
wrat” when he said that the white workers
o South Africa must be taken into account
in the framing of the programme. (Thegs
same comrades, Bunting and E. R. Roux,
voted for Trotsky's expulsion from the
Comintern against their own convictlions on
the matter.)

The above have bhen the effects withio
the Party of the new policy. Translate
this to the wider fleld of the whole work.
Ing clasg movement and it will be seen thai
the Party 13 now completely isolated from
the white section of the proletariat—ihe
most advanced, the meost intelligent, the
most clasa consclous, whilst the old racia
antagonism has revived in actlve form
Many native workera have been won by thi
new policy, but at the price of the relin
quiehment of Marxism and the adoption o
petiy bourgeois slogana,

It seems to me that the Marxist-Lenin
ist structure of the Comintern has beer
dangerously wundermined, its fundamenta
principles thrown oaverboard. For freedor
of digcusslon in the Party ranks has bee
substituted & so-called discipline which re
quires as the omly virtues im a Communis
ability to speak heatedly of the “errors o
Trotskyiem" and preparedness to sacrifie:
good comrades to the fetlsh of the “thir¢
period”. Healthy inner-Party criticiem i
dead {Shades of Lenin')., Loyalty to Stalic
and Co. is the supremem virtue.

There are adherents of the Opposiiior
in this country. But we are all scatterad
We are, nevertheless, much interesfe:
in what is going omn In othe
countries and I welcome the raceip: «
your paper and will be glad to hear frop
you from time to time.

With comradely good wishes,
Fraternally yours,
C. FRANK Gl.A
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