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The Five Year Plan
And the Kulaks

At double pace the volds caused by the
unfitness of the & year plan are being
filled in haphazard and uncertalnly. Bud-
denly half & million rubles are withdrawn
from the food cooperatives; nmow, a figure
of such magnitude has mnever been 8o
eaglly conjured with in any plan., Whole-
sale prices are being incrensed. (You
recall this was “a Trotskyist fraud”, ac-
cording to the Stalinist theory). What is
more, this increase is retroactive., For all
selling organizations, a revision of accounts
is belng made. Speed was ordered for
those two measures and at the same time
the press was kept guiet. How much ink
waa poured out agalnst the rise in whole-
sale prices when it had been proposed by
the Opposition not as a panic measure
but in the name of economic foresight.
All the symptoms of instability are clearly
present. ..

Here 13 an extract of the leading ar-
ticle of a country newspaper of a hundred
percent collectivized district: *“*The Ku-
laks and the middle peasants fraudulently
kill their cattle...”

“The Kulak spirit has penetrated all
departments of the local government (all
this in hundred percent collectivized dis-
tricta). They kill the horses of thelr own
volition, eattle are chased into the forests
and the valleys where they die of cold. In
the forest of ... there are two hundred
abandoned horses”. And yet Pravda, full
of authorlty, shows that if the middle pea-
sant strangles his cattle, it is because he
is firmly declded to enter the cooperative
and this is why, before leaving, he liguid-
ateas his cattle! The base for the new
adventurist bond of centrism f{s a break
with the middle peasantry. Instead of
equarely facing this difficulty, the Centrists
think that a theory, scholastically elabor-
ated and administratively applied, that is,
collectivisation, can strlke from the order
of the day the fundamental question of
irregular relations of the clagses in the
country. With this new formula they ex-
pect to exorcise tha truth.

As T already said, the class relations
in the country are disturbed. I believe that
the offensive of classes hostile to the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat i3 Inevitable,
under the guise of civil war supported
by external intervemtlon, Actually great
confusion reigns in the circles of the Party

bage, This brings in a new stage in our
work. It is necessary to leave home for
free alr. Some prefer to remain In walting

—hecause it is more dignified and more
peaceful, We must break with them be-
oauge passivily becomes a chronie disease.
It I8 a serious danger. To enter the new
activity & very precise and pointed appeal
must be written. The country is8 being
led towards catastrophe with bandaged eyes,
The working classe must take the fate of
the T, 8. 85, R. in its own hands. The
appeal must be made not only to Russla
but to the international proletariat. The
dictatorship {8 in danger, It can be saved
only by bringing it to the Leninlst path.
Now, many signs show that interest in Len-
injam and the proposale of the Opposition
are rapidly growing. Our appeal can and
must play an enormous role.

As in one of Andersen’s fairy tales (The
Emperor's New Clothes), at the most so-
lemn moment of the imperial procession
our appeal must shout: "But Centrism Is
completely naked!™ In Stalin's speeches
it 1s stated that a completely nmew course
is being instituted, that is, the ligquidation
of the NEP. That which interests- me,
above all, 18 to know whether this course
is the product of an unavoidable mecessity,
of a blind alley which does not permit of
maneuvering with respect to the peasant
clags, or whether it {8 a product of the
theory of soclalism in one country.

It one holds to the official ideas, to the
phraseclogy of the leaders, it appears to
originate from a “voluntary desire”. Thus
ft 18 an adventure which allows of thes
et-atrophes bejpg foreseen, But maby
givni indicate that it Is the result of the

precedent “no snail”. (Allusion to “We shall
construct socialism, even at a snail's pace”
of Bucharin—N. D. L. R.) The verification
of the theory of socialism In one country,
whose hour i3 cloge, will show its complete
failure,

oD
Stalin Endangers the
Proletarian Dictatorship

January 23

I am sending you some bits of news.
First, the oldest: at the October celebra-
tions about a thousand of our comrades
were “withdrawn from cirenlation™ through-
out the Unjon, This is very gladdening, isn't
it? Thla shows the good feeling that still
prevaile., You certainly know that a short
while ago the two musketeers (Zinoviev
and Kamenev) Issued a declaration where-
by they once again ( how many times al-
ready?) rejoined the Party. This is what
took place. When Zinoviev had to present
his statement at the purging of his nue-
laus, o great number of members showed
up; he was given 20 minutes. He started
out in this manner., “To narrate my auto-
biography would be to give the entire hiz-
tory of the Party.” This introduction was
greeted with applaunse. After 20 minutes
he had not ¥e¢t reached the Third Party
Congress. Hia time for speaking was ex-
tended. Ile harangued for three hours.
His szpeech was often interrupted by ap-
plause, At the end of his speech, he made
it eclear, with carefully chosen phrases,
that the Opposition, although it had made
some mistakes, had in general been cor-
rect. “Thua,” he concluded, “we were
fighting not against the Party but against
the Right wing.," The next day he was
c¢alled before the powers above who washed
his head, black soap being necessary. Then
he entered his declaration, The secretary
of hls puecleug was designated *as concili-
ator.

With Kamenev, matters were entirely
different. During the purging, he was glven
gix minutes to state his position and not
a second longer. But a private paper was
stolen  from his house fn Bome unknown
manner (he has certainly ne luck with
private papers). In this paper, among
other things appeared thiz phrase: “L. T
{Trotsky) was right in saying ‘In the
arty nothing can really be achieved.”
The matter of thls paper was brought up
in the Political Bureau. They even wished
to expel Kamenev. But he had opportune-
Iy written hls statement, and the tempest
aubsided, This i8 how the “sages” of the
Party conduct themselves. Their life is
droll indeed. 1t ls enough to drive one to
drink.

Morale of Opposition Exeellent

As for ourselves, our morale 8 ex-
cellent. We are following the advice of
old Spinoza which you suggested to us:
“Not to weep; not to laugh; but to under-
stand.” As for weeping, we don't weep.
As for laughing, at timea we do laugh.
One cannot help laughing, however much
it may be mixed with bitterness, when one
reads in Pravda that the middle peasant
fs killing his cattle and liquidating his
possessions because he firmly intends to
join the Collective. He sacrifices his ecattle
beciause of enthusiasm, Selzed with the
sacred fervor of “ socialist constructiom™
and the “general line™ he gells everything
in order to prepare himself for complete
collectivization, One cannot help laughing
at the “Marxlet explanation” glven to these
digturbilng phenomena. As for whai con-
cerns the “to understand" of Splooza, we
understand the situation thus:

The plan to appeal to the Party and to
the working clage must be realized In the
guickest possible time. This appeal must
be in &s brief form as possible in order
that & may affect the entire working class,
the entire Party. We must tell the “Chief”
(the Central Commlitiee) not omly the ob-
jective camses but also those who are di-
reotly respensible, demouncing them by
Rame.

Tu this appeal Hght must be thrown

Letters from the Soviet Union

upon the following: the Party regime, the
slituation of the working class, the Indua-
trialization, the complete collectivisation,
the situation In the country, the command
to wipe out the Kulak and the Nepman as
a class at a time when, thanks to the
Centrist policies, the middle and poor pea-
sants are lined up agalnst us and when,
still thanks to tkese same policies, the
ties with the working ¢lass are beginhing
to weaken. We must shout at the top of
our voices that Centrism is on the road
to cutting down the branch on which rests
the entire Soviet regime.

The Sloging of the Opposition

Im a word we must say that Stalin s
destroying the dictatorship of the prolet-
ariat. Tt seems to me that in this appeal,
we must algo polnt out in what manner it
will be possible to get out of the impasse
into which Centrism has led the Pariy and
the country. The issues will concern the
batlerment of the position of the working
cvlasz in the political and economic field,
workers democracy, secret ballot in the
Party and possibly In the trade unions,
and a Leninist course in the country. As
for the administrative introduction of so-
clallsm into the country on a very weak
technical base, a sharp end must We put
to this stupidity. The order for the com-
plete collectivisation must be abandoned.
We could break our heads on this course.
The order for the liguidation of the Kulak
through orders from above, when the Ynk
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with the poor and middle Peasantry is be-
ing weakened and when the working class
s undergoing increased pressure from the
apparatus, must be condemnped as adven-
turist. The slogans “Long live the S-day
week; down with uninterrupted work; long
live the collective rest of the workersy"
must be put forward. We must warn the
working class that after the present ultra-
Leftist course, Centrlsm can, with the
same facllity, introduce g new NEP,

It is certainly necessary to stress th

fact that events are confirming our Plai
form.

The putchist tactics of Molotoy resulte
in the decomposition of the Eastern Pap
ties, A great deal of attention must b
glven to the questions concerning the Com
munist International, as they deserve. Th
Opposition must be reintegrated. The Part
must be left to its own course. We mum
appeal to all the workers to drive out tha
stranglers of proletarian democracy., We
must appeal to the workers to purge, with-
out waiting for authorization from above,
the Party, the trade unions and the Sovlets,
of the Thermidorian *“ureauveratic scum.
We must state openly that the present
leadership is leading the country and the
dictatorship of the proletariat towards de-
struction, and that their policles are paving
the way for counter-revelution in the
country.

Youre,
5.

Employment Sharks Exposed

Ry Federated Press

Admisslons in the United States Sen-
ate tyit " known uUnemployment la now
3,100,000," while “the actual wnemployment
is twice that amount,” glve tragic emphea-
gls to a report on fraudulent pracllces of
private employment agencles just lssued
by the American Asgn. for Labor Legis-
Tation, in New York.

The report, prepared by George H,
Trafton, sumnmarizes hundreds of pages of
information buried in the unpublished pro-
ceadings of the New York State Industrial
Survey Commlazsion, ““Witness after wit-
ness testifying uwnder oath", says Trafion
“described tlagrant abuses practiced by some
of these commercial enterprises, conclu-
slvely demonstrating that the fee-charging
employment agency business iz still Infes-
ted with unserupulous characteras who do
not hesltate to mulet the helpless, and who
find the jobles: worker an easy vietim."

One of the most common complaints
before the commission was mlsreprezent-
tation of jobs, "Wilnesses teatified” saya
Trafton, “that after paylng fees they had
been sent to Jobs which obviously they
could not fill and for which they had mnot
applied.” Others swore that they had heen
sent off to tempovary poslions which
had been represented to them as “perman-
ent." Some told of golng to distant ciltiea
for jobs which did not even exist. Still
others testified that “the wages paid on the
job were much lower than the agency had
repregsented.”

Theft of fees, collected in advance for
jobs, but not returned as the law requires
when no job was found, was also charged
agalnst the private agencles. Bometimes
the employment sharka flatly refused to
return the fees. At other times they would
send the disappointed workers off on other
wild goose chases, In this way, one wit-
ness etated “they would keep the men go-
ing back and forth untll they got tired
g0 that they would not come any more
and they would not go back for their fee”
Another witness reported having “seen fel-
lows thrown down the stairs,” when seek-
ing return of their money.

Employers In on Gypplng Game

Chargen of fee-splifting with employ-
eré or foremen, repeatedly made against
the private employment sharks in the past,
are confirmed by this latest report. Under
the fee-splitting system, the boss fires the
worker after a few days, and asks the

labor-agent for another man. From each
man who is sent to the job the agent col-
lects a fee, which he divideg with the em-
ployer who obligingly makes the vacancy
for him. Thus, as one expert has put it,
the employment shark * has three nien for
each job—one on the way to the job, ome
on the job and one on the way home from
the job". An investigator in Buffalo tes-
tifled before the commission that in one
caseé he had “affadavits of the man who
saw the actual payment of money by the
fee-charging agent to the employer™,

During the investigation, the United
Eta‘t,es Supreme Court handed down the
typically capitalist-minded decision thjat the
fees charged by private employment agents
are not subject to regulation by law. Hence
the agencies can charge the workers their
very eye-teeth for a short-lived chance to
e exploited, One instance i cited of a
“woman who paid $1% for a job which
lasted only two weeks; so that her job
cost her half of the total wages received.
She returned to the agency, but received
neither another position nor a refund.”

Sending of girls or women to immoral
resorts is also a standing grievance against

the private agents {investigated in the
report.,
o
HALF MILLION STRIKERS IN INDIA
IN 1629

WASHHINGTON-—Half a million workers
in India went on strike In 1929, in some
140 industrial disputes, according to s
report cabled to the Department of Com-
meérce from Its agent at Calcutta,

“The unseitled labor _situation is not
expected to improve materially in the near
future,” this agent reported, “as the grow-
ing demand of labor for higher wages to
Improve living conditions will no doukt
contimue to make for protracted strikes.”

P
JOBLERS COSTS ON CHARITY MOUNT

3T. LOUIS—(FP)—Unemployment is
responsible for 60 cents of every dollar the
Frovident Assn., local famlly case work mo-
clety, is spending for rellef nowadays, One
third, or 33 cents, of each rellef dollar is
the average epent the two-year perlod 1928-
2% on familles whose need was caused by
the wage earner's lack of & job. Each
winter the proportion chargeable to job-
lessnesa rises sharply, but this winter i
bas climbed to unprecedented helghts.



