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Amalgamate Engineers and Firemen

The course of evemnts is gradually
teachmngy Locomotlve Engineers and Fire-
men the necessity and importance of unit-
ing in one organization, as a prelilminary
step the process of amalgamating the
preseat helpless and expensive Rallroad
Cralts—21 in number—Into one union in
the Rallroad Transportation JIndustry.

The interests of the locomotive engin-
eers and firemen are identical, Practically
every hardship, every difficulty, has to be
borne and suffered slike by the two men
in the locomotive cab. Poor coal and
équipment, heavy trains, added dutles with-
out additlonal pay, peor working conditions
and the mapny known and unknwn hard-
ships and dangers of the rail, such as snow-
drifts, washouts and defective track, are
all mutual problems of both men in the cab,

The old argument of the Grand Lodge
Officials that the craft form of organiza-
tion fs the best kind of organization to
look after the inierests of the membership,
e lomger holds good, because neither the
B. of L. E. or the B, of L. F. & E. are any
longer craft organlzations Since ita Mil-
waukee convention im 1906, when the #E"
was added to the Firemen's name, the B,
of L. F. & E. officials bhave kept organizers
in the field io retaln {is Engineer members,
On the other hand, the B. of L. E. officlals
have maintained organizers to pull firemen
out of the Firemen's organization, as soon
as they had passed the examlination for
engineer. This in apite of the fact that
such firemen will have to fire a locomotive
for years after they have been examined
Yor engincer. So the B. of L. K will take
all the firemen they can get 8o soon as they
have passed the engineer's examination and
the B, of L. F. & E. is fighting to retaln
as many of its englneer membera as it can.

Gold and God United

{ Continued from Page 1)
leading church bodies reported Immensely
increaged value of buildings, as follows:
Protestant Eplscopal
Valoe of Church Bulldiogg

Church 1926 1018
Paman Catholic $837,271,053  $669,746,780
Mathodist Epis. 406,165,669 274,162,895
Presbyterian -

Church in U.8. 338,162,743 275,821,868
Protest. Epis. 314,686,738 277,875,539
No. Baptist 185370576 154,854 435
Cungregational 164,212,662 82,036,763

Bat church bulldingas tell only part
of tke story. Endowments of church organ-
irations, excluding local churches, are es-
timated at totalling at least $576,000,000
and probgbly much more, Most of the
chureh missionary socleties have large trust
Papds, The Protestant Episcopal church
sissisaary soclety reports over §9,000,000;
the Preebyterian home and forelgn boards
about .8,000,000; the Baptist foreign mis-
glanery soclety over $7,000,000; and the
Maotkodlet home and forelgn boards over
75,000,200,

The church pendlon fund of the Prot-
catant Episcopal church, with J. P, Mor-
=an g8 {ireasurer and chalrman of Its
finance commlttee, mow totals over $35-
500,600, It started in 1917 with less than
a third of that amount. The fund Is in-
veited in the leading rallroad and Indus-
trial corporations in the Unlted States—
including the Sante Fe, Baltimore and
Ohio, New York Central, Pennsylvania,
American Telephone and Telegraph, Amer-
fecan Radiator, General Motors, Interna-
tional Mach Corp., Standard 0il and U, B.
Steel. Practically all hava antl-uniom la-
bor policies, and most of them have broken
strikes w!th gunmen, spies and sitate and
private police.

Other engowment funds of other church
srgarcizetions now entlsted in the anti-So-
rlet campaign, are similarly invested Im
raiiroad bonds, telephone and telegraph
ponds municipal state and government
ronde. Investments of the churches also
lnciude notes secured by resl etate, mor-
tagen and trust deeds.

From the foregoing, them, it ean clearly
be seen that if there ever were any rea-
sone for two organizations In the loco-
motive cab, there are no guch ressons now,

Bureancrats Hinder Propress

There i just one thing that keeps ua
apart now, and that i{s the high salaried
official bureaucrats who control both organ-
izations. In spite of what pressure tha
rank and file fs putting on these officiala to
emalgamate, they always find some foolish
and worthlesa excuse for not dolog it

As long as the two DEnginemen Bro-
therhoods are controlled by ewarms of of-
fice holders who draw from $7,000 to §$15,000
a year, plus a most liberal expense account,
it ia golng to be hard to unite the men in
the cab. For years these officials have
been busy Intrenching themselves in office,
They have secured a strangle-hold on the
Brotherhood press, such as the Journals
and Labor, the railrodd weekly, They have
gag-laws, like section B4 of the Engineery
Constiltution, enacted to stifie all expres-
slon by other means., Then we have the
notorjous “obligation” which constitutes
another safeguard for the officials. Ewvery
time a working member advocates some-
thing to which the bureaucrats are op-
posed, If they cannot find a law to hang on
him, then they will contend that he viclated
his obligation and out he goes vla the ex-
pulsion route. But no matter what the
officials do, obligations and gag-lawse never
affect them.

Ridding the two Enginemen's Brother-
hoods of excessive ealaries, foolish oblig-
ations, gaglaws and secret work will go
& long way toward clearing the track for
the amalgamation of the Englneers and
Firemen.

The coming convention of the Engin-
eers, which convenes in Cleveland on the
firet Monday in June, can do a whole lot
toward amalgamation by appointing a rank
and file committee consisting of engineers
who are known to favor amalgamation and
providae this committee with means and full
power to prosecute the question of amalga-
mation to J{ts final conclusion.

The Brotherhood press, circulars and
other printed matter, should be employed
fn the campaign for amalgamation of the
Engloecers and Firemen and other needed
reforms within these two orgaunlzations,
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NORTHWESTEBRN SHUTS DOWN
ROUNDHOUSE

CLINTON, Ia.—The Northwestern
rallroad has shut down permanently its
East Clinton roundhouse, throwing the em-
ployees out of works bécause the use of
larger locomotivea makes It unnecessary
to servica them at this peint because of
longer runs,

BALDWIN LOCOMOTIVE LAYS OFF 1200

CHESTER, Pa~—(FF)—Baldwin Loco-
motive works hag laid off 1,200 workers.
Few factorles are operating full time in
this important industrlal suburb of Phila-
~delphia.

LABOR PARTY IN KENOSHA

KENOSHA—(FP)Continued 1ife for the
Kenosha Labor Party, born of the Allen-A
hostery strike, iz assured by action of a
conference of Kenosha county laborites,
which recently met and organized the party
on s permanent basis. Representatives of
trade unions thronghout the county atten-
ded the meet and laid plans for a vigorous
campaign in Apri}, when municlpal elec-
tlons come around.

If the number on your wrapper is
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“then your subscription to the Milltant has
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Ity will provide, by the attendance at them,
one means of ascertaining to what extent
the attendance at the open demonstpations
Wag sympathetic and consclous, The at-
tidue of the masses toward the prosecu-
tlon of the leaders, attendance at meetings,
responsiveness to appeals, the circulation
of the Communlist press, ete., In the comlng
period will be reliable Indicators of the
depth and comsciousness of the movement,
All these factors will have to be noted
carefully as a basis for further steps.

The Fallare of the “General Strike®

Counter-balancing the apparent re-
gponge to the demonstrations was the to-
tal failure of the call for a general sirike,
lssued by the Communist Party. This call
fell flat everywere and its failure is an
ominous proof of the fantastic over-esti-
mation of the movement entertained by the
Party leadership, and the falsity of the
tactlcs which flowed from this over-estima-
tion. It is Impossible to play with calls
for & general strike without discrediting
this slogan and those who lightly pro-
clalm it. The general situation gave no
ground for such a slogan in connection
with March 6th, and it was particulariy
wrong for the Party to lssue it, lika a
casual phrase, when it has been losing
one trade unlon position after another, and
thus losing the possibility to give this slo-
gan life even on a partial scale: Needle
Trades, Miners, Boot and Shoe Workers,
ete. Every fallure to make good with a
strike call has the effect of still further
weakening the trade union position of the
Left wing, ‘This is the inevitable penalty
of careless phrase-mongering with great
slogdns,

A continuance of this policy, after the
events of March 6th have clearly revealed
fte unmisyakabla falsity, prepares the
ground for disastrous defeats and a pos-
elble loss of those gains actually realized,
This, unfortunately, appears to be the line
ef the Party leadership. Blinded by the
spectacular, and more or less external, as-
pects of the demonsirations, and overlook-
ing these fundamental factors, they are
proceeding with the call to “prepare the
politleal mass strike”. Thereby they again
misjudge the strength and tempo and cons-
clousness of the movement and opep the
door for c¢olossal blunders which will fac-
llitate reaction. The capitalists and their
reformist agents will be the ultimate gain-
ers from this irresponsible and wholly un-
r-;-un;hcl perspective of the present move-
ment,

The Reformists Step Im

The action of the reformist eocialists
and sections of the trade unlon bureau-
cracy in setting up “An Emergency Con-
ference for Unemployment” om the heels
of the March 6th demonstrations iz a sig-
nificant event. Om the one hand it is
tribute to the great working class actlonm
Bet in molion under the leadership of the
Communists; on the other hand it is an
obvious attempt to selze the leadership of
this movement in order to strangle it
This represents am important danger to
the movement in which the Communiets
up till now have had a virtual monopoly.
The outcome of this attempt, and others
of a slmilar nature which are bound to en-
Bue, depende also to & large extent on the
tactica of the revolutiomaries. Mere de-
nunciation will mot be sufllcient to cope
successfully with such flank attacks,

Now is the time for the Communists to
come forward with united front proposals
which, {f properly applied, will serve the
double purpose of consolidating and brosd-
ening the movement of the unemployed
and of defeating the aims of the reformista,
The failure to utilize united front tactics
np to now hag been & big mistake which
paved the way for this maneuver of the
eocialists and labor fakers and glves it a
certain poasibllity of success,

The Unitéd Fromt Tacties

The right step mow is for the Com-
munlsts to put concrete proposals for com-

AND AFTER

mon actlon in behalf of the unemployed to
all labor organizations. Sueh proposals

should be put directly to this so-ca'led
The

Relfef” in order to call thejr bluff,
demands should be few and simple, directly
to the jssue, amnd cenlering around a mile
ftant fight for work or compensation for
the unemployed workers, Thin includes
of course a demand for united defenze of
those arrested in connection with the dem-
onstrations on March 6th, It i Incorrect
in this connection ,as it 1s incorrect in
general at the present stage of develop=
ment, to bury the essential concrete and
living demands, which really move the
w_urll:era. under a long list of so-called
“political” demands which the workers do
not understand and are not prepared to
fight for. The challenge to the officials
of all labor organizations to joln in a
united fight for the interests of the unems
ployed will create the hest conditions for
effective agitation for the Issues in the
ranks of these organizatlons—a work sndly
neglected if not actually ignored, up till
now. By these means the base of the
movement can be broadened and the revo-
lutionary influence extended.
Unite the Left Wlng Ferces

Above all, in the face of the growlng
reactionary offensive and the worsening
conditions of the workers it ig necessary to
unite the Communist and Left wing forces
for common action. This is the prerequis=
gite for the mobilization of the workers in
defense of their interestzs around the reve
olutionary standard. ‘This common ace
tion of the Communists and Left wing
forces has beem blocked and sabatoged by
the official leadership of the Party, and
the working class movement has been
thereby weakened. The attacks, slanders
and misrepresentation against the Com-
munist Opposition, the attempts to exclude
them even from participation in the ac-
tions of the Left wing, are blows against
the working class, They help to disarm
and disorganize the uwnemployment movee
ment as well as all other working claass
movements in the face of a growipg wmlity
and aggressiveness of reactionary forces,,

We speak now as before for the unfty
of the Communists and the Left wing
forces in a common fight for working c'has
interests, and we appeal to the workers in
the ranks of the Party and Left wing to
compel & course in thie direction.

KINERS NOT CONSULTED IN DRAWING
UP AGGREEMENT

WILKES-BARRE, Pa—(FP)—Anthra~
cite coal diggers will have mothing to sy
in the framing of the new Agreement to re
place the 5-year contract expiring Aug. 31,
This is the word brought back from In-
dianapolis by international! hoard members
of the United Mine Workers, following the
union’s board meeting.

The tri-district convention of anthra-
cite miners, usually held before the expir-
ation of agreements in order to lay down
demands for the mew comtract, will mot be
called, Intl Pres. Jobn L. Lewls has de-
cided. Instead the miners will be summoned
into sesslon after the agreement has been
negotiated by Lewls and the operators.
Faced with an accomplished fact, they are
expected to put their approval on a cope
tract which will merely extend the existing
document,
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