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The «Third Period» of the Comintern’s Mistakes

By L. D. Trotsky

«No Agreements with the
Reformists»

But there iz another important tactical

deduction from the “ Third Pericd ", which
Molotovy expresses in these words: " Now
more than at any other time the tactic of
ooalition between the revolutionary organi-
gatlons and the organizations of the refor-
miate is inadmissible and harmful”, (Pravda
No, 177, August 4, 1929).
Agreements with the reformists are inad-
missable now *“more than @t any other
tlme *. Does it mean thay they were Inad-
missible before too? How then shall we
explaln the whole policy of the yearas 1926-
18287 And precisely why have agreements
with the roformists, inadmissible in gener-
al, become particnlarly inadmissible now?
Becausge, they explain to us, we bhave an-
tered a perfod of revolutionary ascent, Yet
we cannot but recollect that the conclusion
of & bloec with the General Couneil of the
British trade unions was motivated at the
time precisely by the fact that England
had entered a period of revolutionary as-
cent, and that the radicalization of the Bri-
tish working masses pushed the reformists
to the Left, By what incident js yesterday’'s
tactical super-wisdom of Stalinism stood on
jts head?? We would look in vailn for a sol-
utlon to the riddle. It is guite simple: the
empiriclsts of Centrism burned their hands
on the experiment of the Anglo-Russian
Committee and with a strong oath they
want to guard against scandals in the fu-
ture. PBut an oath will not help, for our
strateglstes have not yet understood the les-
son8 of the Anglo-Russlan Committes,

The mistake was not in making the ep-
Irodic agreement with the General Coumcil,
which was actually going “Left” in that
perlod (1926) under the pressure of the
masses, The firet mistake was in the fact
that the bloc was concluded not on concrete
practical tasks clear to the working class
but on general pacifist phrases and falsely
diplomatic formulas. The chief mistake,
hovever which grow Into & gigantic his-
torical erime, lay in the fact that our stra-
tegists could not immediately and openly
break with the General Council when it
turned its weapons against the gemeral
strike, that 18, when it turned from an un-
raliable zemi-ally into an open anemy,

The influence of the radicalization of
&8 masses on the reformists is guiie sim-
llar to the Influence that the development
of a bourgeois revolution has on the lib-
erala, In the first stages of the movement
of the masses the reformists move Leftward,
hoping in this way to retain the leadership
in their hands, But when the movement
overflows the limits of reform and de-
mandg from the leaders an outright break
with the bourgeoizsie, the majority of the
reformisis sharply change their tone. From
cowardly fellow-travellers of (ke messes,
they turn into strike-breakers, enemies,
open betrayers. At the same time, however,
part of them, consialing not entirely of
their better elements, jump over Imio the
camp of the revoiuntion, An episodic agree-
ment with the reformists, et tbke moment
when under the Influence of conditions,
they happen to be compelled {o make a
gtep or a hgli-step forward, may be un-
avoidable, But it must be understood, be-
forechand that thsz Commuznists are ready
to break mercllessly with the reformists the
moment they take a jJump backward, The
rafoTmists are betrayers pot because they
carry out, at c¢very glven moment and in
every one of thelr acts, the direct instruc-
tione of the bourgaoisie, If that iz how the
matter stood, toe reformists would have no
jafluence on the werkers, and conasequently
would not ke nesled by the bourgeoisie.
Precisely ia order to have the noleSsary
wutkority for the beirayal of the workers
at the dezlslva momont, the opportuialsts are
compelled at the preparatory period to as-
sume the leadeship of the workers' sirug-
gi. 2. particularly at the beginning of the
process of the radicalization of the masses.
From here follows the necessily of the
united front tactic, in connectlon with
which we are compelled for the sake of a
broader unification of the masses to enter
into practical agreementa with their re-
formist leadera.

It iz necessary to understand the his-
toric function of the social-democracy as &
whole in order to force them etep by step
out of all their positions, The present lead-
erahip has not even a trace of such An un-
derstanding. It knows only two methods:
either, in the apirit of the Brandlerites, to
drag at the tail of the soclal democracy

{1926-1928), or by identifylng social-democ-
racy with Fasciam, to substitute helpless
abuse for revolutionary policy, As a result
of the =zig-zags of the past six years, we
have the strengthening of the social dem-
ocracy and the weakening of Communizm.
The mechanical directives of the Tenth
Plenum can only serve to worsen the al-
ready spfficiently damaged situation.

Only a hopeless ignoramups can imagiue
that due to the miraculous power of the
“*Third Period”, the working class as a
whole will turn away from tithe social dem-
oeracy driving the whole reformist bureauc-
racy into the camp of Fascism. No, the
process will develop by more complicated
And contradictory roads. A growing dis-
satisfaction with the Soclal Democratlc
government in Germany, with the Laborites
in England, the {ransformation of partial
and isolated strikes into mass movements,
etc., (when zll these developments actually
do take place,) will bhave as their unaveid-
able consequente—we propose to all the
Molotova to carve it on thelr noses!—a
Leftward twra of very wide clrcles of the
reformist camp, just as the Inper process
in the U7, 5. 8. R. neceasitated the Lefiward
swing of the Centrist camp—to which Mol-
otov kimself belongs.

The social democrals and those of Lhe
Amsterdam International with the excep~
tion of the more conscious Right wing els-
ments (types like Thomas, Herman Mueller,
Renaudel, etc) will be compelled, under
corresponding conditions, to assume the
leadership of the advance of the masses—it
is understood, only in order to confine these
advances within carrow limits, or In order
to attack the workers from the rear when
they will overstep these limits. Although we
know that in advance, and openly warn the
vanguard about it, nevertheless, in the fu-
ture there will still be fens, hundreds and
thousandas of cases when the Communisis
will not only be anable to refuse practical
agrecments with the reformists, but will
Lave to take the initiztive in such azree-
monta in erder, withour letting the leader-
ship out of thelr hends, to break with the
reformisis the moment they turn eway from
shalky allies into open betrayers. This
policy will b2 vnovoldable primarily in re-
gard to the Loft Soclal Democracy, which
during an acival radicalization of the
masses, will be compalled to cppose the
Rizght wing more decisively, even to the
point cf & aplit, This perspeciive in no way
contredicets the fact that the hend of the
I&dt Coclal Democracy most often consists
of the most degraded and dansgercus alliea
oi the bDourgeoisie,

Hew iz it possible to refuse practical
agreements with the reformists in fhose
cazes whera, for Instance, they are leading
gtrikea? 1f there gre very few of such
cazes pmow, it is beecause the strilie move-
mont tself i3 very woak ns yet cad the re-
formia‘s can igneraz and sabotage it. But
with the drawing into the struggle of great
rasces, pgrosments will become vorvoid-
able for kath sides. 1t iz just as impoaslble
to block the way for practical agreemenis
with the rzformicie—not only with the So-
cizl Democrztie masa, but In meny instances
also with thelr leaders or what ls more
likzly with part of the leaders —in the
struggle against Fasalsm, This perspective
=ey turn out to be not very far off, not
only in Austrla but also in Germany. The
directives of the Ternth Plenum are simply
a result ¢f the psychelogy of opnortunists
sezred (o daeth.

The Etalin® Molotove, end the other
alilas of westerday of Chlane Kal Shek,
Wane Chin Wei, Puoareall, Corcl, Fimmen,
LaFollaite and Eaditeh, will undoubtediy
ralze tho cry that the Left Oppocition standa
far o bloc with the Second Intarnatiopal
Tlisoca eo~ief, &3 soon 68 the real Leftward
swing of (ke working eiass takes tae bu-
roaucrats vnawares, will nast preveant the
prououncement of a fourth paried, or & eec-
ozl stage of the third, and =211 tke Molo-
tova will anter gt leact with “bath feet"
into 2n epoch of opporiunist experimeats
like the Anglo-Russian Commiitee and the
workers and peasants Kuo Min Tang,

Do Not Forget Your Own
Yesterday

Let the present leaders of the French
Communist Party, just as, by the way, all
the other Parties in the International re-
call thelr own stil]l fresh hiatory., All of
them, with the exzception of the Youth,
came from the ranks of the reformista un-

der the influence of the Leftward swing of
the workers, That did not prevent vs Bol-
sheviks from entering into agreements with
the Leftward moving reformists, putting
very precise conditions to them, One of
these innumerable agresments was, for in-
stance, Zimrerwald. Whenee, this seli-satis-
fied confidence of the social-patriots of
yesterday, that the masses, when they act-
ually approach the “advanced positions of
the revolutionary rice,” will not bring for-
ward a new shift of Cachins, Monmous-
seaus, Tuaelmanns, znd otkers, (the sce-
ond edition, let us hope, will be bhetter
than the first)—and that we shell not be
men by the ears into revolutionary posi-
compelled once more to pull these gentle-
tion, entering with them into episodic
agraoments, putting before them, in later
etages, 21 and perhapa 42 conditions, or
on the contrary, throwipz them overboard
with their heads into the mud of opportun-
izm, when they start to draw bzek?

The olliclal theoreticlans cuite false-
ly explain the present streppgihening of the
Right wing in Communiom Ly the [ust, that
the “jnper” reformists got g=ared of the
radicalization of the masses. Here i3 a
complete misunderstanding of politieal
reychology! Opportunism presupposes a
rery great elasticity and sbillty for adapta-
tion, If a mass pressure wore felt, the
Brandlers, Jileks esnd Ioveetcnezs would
have moved to the Left and ot to tae Right,
particularly such worn-out careerists as
Sellier, Carchery, and others who are con-
corned primarily with the rateation of their
legislative mandates, It is trus, the capac-
ity of opportunists fér moving Leftward
is not unlimited, When the RBubicon—the
decizion, the urrlsing—is reached, the ma-
jority of them Jjumps back to the Right
wing. This was proved by the experience
of even 80 tempered a Party as the Bol-
shevik (Zinoviev, Kamenev, Rykov, Kalin-
in, Tomsky, Lunacharsky and others), Af-
ter the victary, the opportunists once more
moved “Left”, or more correctly to the
slde of power (Lézovsky, Martinov, Kussi-
nen and othesrs, cad following them, such
bheroes as Fopper, Cachin and Frossard).
But in France matiers are far from havy-
iag reached a decision. And 47 the French
opportunists co not go Leftward at pres-
ent, but jump to the Rizht, then this in it-
self i8 a true slgn that the revoiutionary
precsure cf the masses is not felt, that the
Party 18 growing wealk, and ‘e municipal
and other carcericts Lope to reteln their
mandates by coming out ageinat Commu-
nism.* The decertions of such rotied ele-
ments 15 in itcelf a geln for the perty, But
the misferiune liese in the fact that the
at one and the sams time falze, irresponsi-
ble, adventurist self-pralzing acd coward-
ly policy cf the cfficinl laadcrship creates
B very fzvorable cover, for the decertors
and pushes towards them proletarian ele-
ments whose place should be In the Com-
munist ranks,

Once More on War Danger

In order to worsen fthis tapgle the
recognition of an immediate revolutionary
situation is muitiplied by tke acnounce-
ment of just s3 lmmediate & war danger.
In dzfenmse of this thasis, Molotcvy unex-
pectedly directcd the full power of his
knowledge againzt Varga, the well-known
theoretician courtier, the Shakesperian Po-
onjous who is inclined to say somecthing
agreezble to evary “prices,” Rizht or Laft,
depsnding upon the siate of weather, This
time however, Pclonive did nat hit the
mark, Hi!s very soqualatance with the for-
eign precs, with fzcts and fizures, prevent-
ed hiz timely replacomont of the meridign
of toe Comintern st ths plaze whers Molo-
tov stepped with hia lafi leg, Varga brought
into the resclution the following political
corraction:

“The sharpening of imperiallt con-
tradietions which not one of the malor im-
parialist countries considers at present sen-
slble to decide by way of war, compels them
to attempt temporary conciliation of these
contradictions in the sphere of the repara-
tlons guestion.'”

It would seem that this ultra-careful
phrase is absolutaly Iirrefutable. But &3
it nevertheless, demanded some additional
straln of thought, Molotov was completaly
exasperated, How can one think,—he yelled
—that not one of the main {mperialist pow-
ers does not consider it sensible at present
to decide the imperialist contradictions by
way of war? “It is known to evervome (1)”

listen, listen: Molotov is talking!'—"It [a
known to everyone that the danger of a
new imperialist war is growing every day.”
Nevertheless, Varga *“sees the contrary",
Isn’t it monstrous?™—How does Varga dare
“deny that precisely as a resalt of the cxe-
cution of the Young reparations plan, the
sharpening of contradictions are uwnavoid-
able®™, . .

All this is so absurd, so primitively
stupld, that it even disarms frony. “It is
Enown to everybody, that the danger of
new imperialist war grows dailv.” What
power of tkought! Kpnown to everyhody?
unfortunately, this i{s known only to a small
percent of humanity, just as the newlys-
appeared leader of the Comintern does not
kpow at all how the growth of the war
danger proceeds in reality, It is absyrd
that it increazes “dajly” Just as it is absurd
that the Iasscs Eo further to the Left
daily, I‘We have before us a dizlectical pro-
cesd with temparary weakaning of Imper-
lalist friction and their pew growth. Molo-
tov may bave hecrd that even the develop-
ment of the preductive forees of oapitsl-
ism, the wost basic of ali its processzes,
does not quile take place *daily” thut
through erises and rises, through periods
of the drop of the productive forces, and
even thcir mass desiruection {during war),
Along these lines develop also the poli-
tieal precescos, but with gtill gharper con-
vulsions,

In 1523 the reparation problem led to
the occupation of the Rubr. This was an
outright staging of wer on o sicall scale,
Eut this {:cu:e arpearcd sufficicnt to creats
a rovolutiomary situgticn in Cermeany, The
Comintern, dirzeted by Zinoviev and Stal-
in, and the German Commurist Party, led
by Brandler, wrecked this exceptional op-
portunily. Tho year 1924, which brought
the Dawes Plan, was a year of weakenlng
of the Trevolutionary struggle In Germany
and started the softening of contradictions
hetwem‘ Fronce and Germany, This is how
the L[mlll'.:l:‘ﬂ'l pPrerequisites  for esomemije
stabilizaticn were created. Then we stat-
ed t!llE aloid, or more correstly when wao
predicted this development unt 1t’hu end of
193;!* Molotov and the other wise ones, ac-
:::ts:r:gu E:n[?; lﬁ.u]datiﬂnism. immediately

I en ,
tiomary ascent, o Sipaties e Tevolu

The yoars of stabiliation
new coniradictisng and ahu,rj:g;au E:taitr:ﬁgsl:
of oll cnes, The guestion of the revision
of the Dawes plan rosa im all its sharp-
ness.  Had Franes or Cermany refuse to
aceept tae Young Plan, Eurcpe would hayve
been confreated today with a repetition of
the Rubr oicupaticn, but on a far wider
geale, with the conseguences following from
it, E!u precisely this ig lacking. All the
pvarticipants in ths same consldered it wig-
er at the present st to come to an
agreement, and fostecd of a sccond ‘Ruhr
nncunatin_n, we £e2 a cleaning up of the
Ruhr dla:rliut. IZnecrance is characterized
by the mixlag up cf thicgs, knowledga
thouzh Leogins with their differentiation
Marxizom kes never indulged In ignnrnneu:

But must there not, exelal
; » €xclaims our etrat-
g;lat, 3 a result of tha execution orr:;m
: oung rnFaratiun rlan,* nalesearily come g
urthm_* saarpening of contradictions”? Na-
CRIBaErilY come! But—ag a resclt, It 1& ne-
::u::saarr to underatand ths succelsion of
i;ﬁﬁtu and the dialectics cf thelr alterng.-
tion., Az a resu't of high eapitaiist con-
ﬂr&ntum ikere inevitably comea g deprossion
eometimas g Crigis, Bnil; fro
dfu:s not foilow that a hizgh cun_:ﬂcﬂr:h:: ::
ﬁ&rrc;gs ;:js ‘]a low one, an that a erisio
X aly”. “As a regulite of hi
?m:r.;;hﬁ;] :::ﬂng follows his anc:astc': Eﬁ
% AL Gocs not flow that a an
not go through ihe pariods e fose
- L H L { infan
Erowth, jlicsgs materit ¥ < e
A ] ¥ and gl: o -
iire he rflact:es the gates ef deafh Esféng:
ce is ol aracterized by the mix . '
things. The apple of wi o At o
sdom te
dlatfnsuhh thews, But Malotoy n;f::ah tg
a bite ol that froijt, i
Thz gorry Behematiciem of
a the
leaders s nct altogethar innocent: T:;;
lmutmrr. v practically strikes the revo-
cﬁ:?tﬂ every step., The Sovlet-Chinege
in created an urgent necessity for the
&mah lization of the iasses against the war
Uana:er and for the defenge of the Soviet
nlon, There {8 no doubt that on thig road

erable successes, For this it was neceasary

that in the propaganda the t
remendous faef
should speak for itself. But as ir ::rm:ﬂs:’
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