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The Stalinization of the
Mexican Party

The Communist Party of Mexico is no
exception to the general crisls in the Com-
intern., For many years it was but a very
small organization wlth little ideclogical
foundation and an extremely weak organ-
izatlon. Due to the general development of
the petty bourgeclis and agrarian revolu-
tion, the nerty from the time of itz found-
ation was permeated with more of a pea-
sant's than worker's ideology, and its prega
always had a greater clrculation among the
peasantry than in the industrigl centers.
It was common in those times to hear mem-
bera of the party Central Committee stats
that the Mexlcan Revolutlon and the Rus-
glan Revolutlon were almost the same thing.
The pariy comrades were always the firat
to applaud the liberal petty bourgeois mea-
sures of the “Leftlsts"” in the government,
glving to these elements an almost uncon-
ditional support. Almost all of the party's
work among the masses was done under
gome disguise or another, and party can-
dldates mnever took part in eleztions al-
though numerous party members occupled
government posta as “agrariana™, * labor-
ites ", " antl-clericals™, ete,

At the time of the Sizth Werld Congress,
the third period was discovered, and immedi-
ately the party right-about turned and loped
off at the double guick, All of the reforms
instituted by the government of the petty-
bourgeolsie, which had until then been con-
aldered revolutionary galns, were now de-
nounced as counter - revolutignary. The
sell-out of the government to American Im-
perialism, meant that the bourgeoisie had
“betrayed " the revolution, and it became a
crime over-night for any party member to
even sustain personzl relations with anyone
at all In the government, with which the
party had so recently collaborated, It be-
came then tho chlef earthly desire of every
member, to see how often he could be ar-
reated. Even the Mexican esectlon of the
I. L. D. converted itself into a simple in-
strument for attacking the government,
driving itzelf into illegality- before the par-
ty.

The party preas, taking advantage of
the objective revolutiomary situation cre-
ated by the bourgeoisie’s capitulation to
Imperialism and the struggle between the
government and reactlon, announced that
the proletarian revelution was at hand, The
macses were celled upon to seize the fac-
tories end the land; ail power was deman-
ded for the sovlets (there were no sovlets,
and the party did not give instructions as
to their organization—but thege are only
“ deteile ), Many of us, intoxicated by the
excltement of the motment, impressed by
the unrest among the peasantry, and over-
estimating  the eirength of the party, did
not take into accourt the fact that there
was not & sinsle local of the party or Y.C.L.
that was not in dicorganization at the time,
Fortunately for the Mexican workers and
peasants, the C. C, talked and shouted until
what was ccnsidered the moment for action
had pacsed by. The government of the
bourgeoisie, alded by Wall Street, managed
to hold its seat and since then has dedi-
cated itz attention to the consclidation ot
lts powar, )

The Communist Party, which due to its
romanticlsm had already slackened up ito
fundemental work among the masses in Or-
der to dream of iasurrections, ncw found
{tse} dzeertad by the masses that formerly
had looked to it for leaderskip.

Then the expelaiens began., First came
tha agrarien leaders of the Natlonnl Pea-
sants League who are mcsily elements that
never should have besn asdmitted into a
Comirunlat Party, becavzo of the potiy-
bourgeols class Interests that they repre-
sent. Shorily aftar, with t:2 arrival of tw0
“Third Perlod experis” ja the form of tae
C. I, and Y. C. I, roprecentatives, the true
Stallnization of the organizailon begad.
Tendoncles end devintloas were discovered
in the moat unlooked for places,
snd where they werea not discovered
they were invented. Two ex-Right wingers
thnt eams as reps had {o make themselves
shine 'n Mcacow., The politizal guillotine
cosrmanced to function with extraordinary
saeplarity and preciclon cutting both to the

.22 and to the Left, Almost g dozen C, C.

1 ev-C, C. members of the party and
hann avoalled ginas Tast Sep-
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tember, The last victim was Jose Gallardo,
General Becretary of the ¥, C. L. who was
sacrificed last week because his report glv-
en in Moscow, where he attended the plen-
um of the E. C. Y. C. 1., concerning the or;
ganizational strength of the Mexican party
did not agree with the report rendered by
the C, I, representative in Mexico,

Together with the “cleaning of the
ranks " on the part of the C. C. has come
an intensified repression on the part of the
government. At a moment when the par-
ty's influence among the industrial workers
ia zero, and its influence over the peasantry
bhas dropped more than slxty percent, the
Y. C. I, representative together with 5., the
party C.C. Repregentative in the C.C.Y.CL.
“discovered " that anti-militariet work was
not being carrled on in Mexico. Half a
dozen ecirculars were sent out demanding
an e¢lght hour day for the soldlers and call-
ing on them to form regimental commit-
tees, and to send their officers to Ilell.
This was done in an abstract manncer and
without any relationship to movements
among the proletarian masses. The con-
crete result wos a general repression on the
part of the government agalnst the Y.C.L.
organizations of the elght largest centers,
including the imprisonment of most of the
C. E.,. C, of tke ¥, C. L.; disorganization
of all national youth work and also all
vouth work in the capital, Ten foreign
comrades were expelled {rom the country
and five natlves have been Interned Iln the
penal. colony of the Islas Marlas, During
these recent repressions, the * bolshevized ™
party has not been aoble to earry out a
single rezl mass protest, It i3 also of im-
terest to note that the vallant M., the
Y. C. I. Representative, found that this wes
the -best time to leave the country, which he
did without even notifying the C.E.C.s of the
Party or the League, For six weeks now
the Mexlcan Y. C. L., which a short while
ago ~as stronger than the party, has been
unable to budge, Even itz fundes have bean
confiscated by the C. E. C. of the party.
Money is scarce and the bureaucrats must.
eat.

This 1s, briefly, the siiuation exisiing
today In the Mexican Communist movement.
Since the beginning of the *“ third perlod ",
with the “radicalization of the masses,"” the
Mexican party has lost eighty percent of its
memberzship, most of its mass influence and
contacts, and fts weekly organ “ El Mach-
ete”, It is now almost completaly * bal-
shevized"”, With a few score more mem-
bera that get dlsgusted or are thrown out,
It will be completely so.

The task of the Communlst Opposition,
of recent formation and still in its infancy
organizationally and politically, consists in
saving what is left of the party and Y. C. L.
organization, regenerating the movement
along true Bolshevik-Leninist lines, The
saner elements of the party and youth re-
alize this, and by one means or another we
shall manage to bulld up In Mexico a real
Communist Party, capable of leading the
proletariat in its struggles.

Mexieo City, February 8, 1530
ROSALIO NEGRETE

Mondism and Unemployment
Grow in England

While MacDorald pursues his “world
policy of disarmament and peace”, like g
great spectacle and with loud accompani-
ment, the trade union leaders are more dle-
creetly puraulng thelr polley of class collab-
oration, the effects of which will be
unfortunntely more tangible and lastiog :
they are plunging more and more deenly
into “Mondiem™.

Lord Melchett (formerly Sir Alfred
Mond) is of ccurse no mnegligeabie power
by himself: he runs the Imperial trust of
chamical products whooe domsin increases
without end. Still, his influence covers one
industry. The blg employers’ organizations,
which embrace moet of the other industrles
invited by bim to participate in the nego-
tlations, begun upon his inf:iative, with the
trade unlon lesders, have raplled negatively,
Not that they have pot undersicod tbelr im-
terest in eaoering conditicea of & permen-
ant social peace by tke treascn of the trade
unifon leedess, They want to deal directly
with them ard disdain the good offices ol
Sir Alfred Mond. And that is what they are
jost about to do.

Preparatory meetings have been held in
which there participated delegates of the
pvatlonal confederation of the employers’ or-

ganizations, the Federatlon of British In-
dustries, and delegates from the Genersal
Council of the Trade Unlons, Towards the
end of last December, a plan of consultation
and cooperation was unanimously adopted,
which established permanent and cordial
relations between the representatives of the
employers and the workeras, “Thig in itself
s something new"”, observed the Times And
it saw a striking proof of the change of
mind that has taken place on the side of
the worlera in the fact that the resolution
was proposed and defended by A. J. Cook
himself, seconded by a representative of tha
confederdtion and a representative of the
employers’ Federation.

The organ of The CHy is entirely cor-
rect, But this new state of mind prevails
primarily in the upper circles. The workers
offer mo resistance, They have not yet
been able to overcome the demoralization
engendered by the great defeats of 1926 and
there 18 nobody and no organization to help
them recover,-for the Communist Party has
been unable to gain their confidence; it has
been unable to gain their confidence; it has
not even been able to keep the thousands of
workers who have fiflowed into its ranks.

In the meantime, the conditions of life
of (e workergs remaln difficult; they have
wot been improved under the Labour govern-
ment; they have grown worse, Various
corporations have imposed reductions in
wages and unemploymeént has continned to
grow. Here are the flgures, from 1324 to
1929, on the date of December 16, for each
of the years:

1924 ...ovvnnn.. 1,138,000
1980 ... e.. 1,102,400
1926 .......%. ... 1,308,700
1827 ... .0ee...1,100,090
1928 ... .o iiiane 1,271,000
1929 ............1,808,800

The bourgeolsie has po recognition for
the men who belray their class in order to
gserve it. With the bankruptoy of the Labour
government in thia field before it, it over-
whelm: with sarcaesm the man who, in the
ministry, is in charge of unemployment, J.H,
Thomas forgetting the services that he has
rendered it in the past., It I8 known that
Thomas at first undertook an unsuccessfal
voyage to Canada to dispose there of the
unemployed and coal at the same time, To-
day, he leoks for the remedy in England
itself, In the speech he has just made at
Manchester, he denounced tha chaos that
still prevails in the prinecipal British indus-
tries and declared that the rationalization of
theae Industries must be undertaken meth-
odically. He promised the Industrialists the
financial ald of the City., Towards this
end, the Bank of England has created a
private company called "Industrial Secur-
itles Management, Ltd.”, the province of
which {8 the establishment and examination
of projects for rationalization and the con-
tribution of finanefal aid to realize them.

This may vield results, for in the realm
of ratlonalization, England s still very
backward, even though fusions of concerns
are {requently announced. It is hoped that
in this way England will be in a position to
fight under better conditions om the mar-
ket and will be able to rogein its lost out-
lets, That s possible. But on the other
hand, rationalizatior has everywhere the
effect of appreclably reducing the workera
emiployed se thet ! the final coalysis, there
iz no sign thot these measures, assuming
that they are serliously applied, can produce
the remedy sought for unerployment,

On the other hand, the “financial ald
of The City"” signifies that the reorgoniza-
tlon of industry will take place unusy the
direction of the Bank of England, outpide
af all “meddiling” from the State, It aciu-
ally means full power ceded to tke Baak
in o fleld of capital impertanre. Thomas
Eas spoxen of & “new enoch”, Im which
ordsr 8 belng subatituted for coaca, Sut in
the New Leadsr, Brezillord obssrves that
"the mos: singular feature of thls ‘maw
enoch’ les in the fast that it {8 & Labour
rinlstry—whnicl ii opnonopts eall sosisliet
—that is cpening it." H2 remarks that
the in‘tiativa 2'd mot proceed from Thomas
himeelf, but f{rom the Jrenciel powerd
whose incireircat ke io, and he recalls that
the Liberal projzet for recrgenizing Indus-
try &ld nct sbdleate qulie co comyletaiy to
the Eznk, for 1 confided tke dlvccticn of
this substantial entorpriss to & “eovneil of
naticaal development” and thus aprrdacihed
the project elaboratcd by the Labour perty
before the formatiom of a ILabour cab!net.

Landor. Japuars 28 1520 —S. I
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Alter the French Socialist
Congress

The socialist party in being disturbed
a bit about the problem of participation
(in a bourgeois cabinet—Ed.). Formally,
-2 I= a question of knowing if the soclalist
party can participate from now on In a
cartelist ministry, In other words: can the
soclalist party exerciee capitalist POWer uns
der such conditions that it will not even
be able to realize its minimum program?

This problem 1= not peculiar %o the
French section of the Soclalist International
alone; it is raised for the whole interng-
tional soclal democracy. Furthermore, the
reply given to thias question has already
been given In the attitude of the principal
partles of the Second International which
are cxerclzing capitallst power, The Ger-
man soclal democracy is ruling for the Ger-
man bourgeolsie, English Labourism rules
for the king and the English bourgeoisie.
Both dlsplay all thelr duplicity in order to
enable capltalism to pass through a difficult
stage, and by trying to bind the working
class {o bourgeols interests, to show the
workers ihat thelr interests lie in clase
collaboration and the “re-estal lishment” of
capitalism, It 18 certain that the French
soclalisis are destined to play the same role,
But thelr relative weakness, thelr insuffi-
clent roots in the working masses, have
prevented them up to now from playing this
role In the gevernment, as they already
play it in all countries, in economic con-
flicts, In municipalitles, In the Chambers,
ete.... The problem of participation has
already been partlally resolved in practice.

The real fear of workers' discontent-
ment and of tha Communist Periy also
exists for many, in the attemupt at a legrl
“opposition™ thet the socialist Left is mak-
ing in the North and Center.

At the Bunday Congress, the soclalists
discussed it In a very academic manner
which reflected their numerous internal and
external contradictions. The Right wing,
led by Boncour and Renaudel, wanted the
party to admit immediately the necessity
and direct possibility of eharing power with
the other parties of the “democracy”, that
is, with the Radical party, The “Centricts”,
like Leon Blum and Auriol, an well as the
“Left” of Paul Faure and Zyromsk!, ac-
knowledge the same possibility, But they
want to choose the moment when to trans-
late It into facts, and for that the presemt
legislature does not seem tu them =9 by
tavorable. In 1932 we will see, The lattes
carried by a.strong majority. But the con-
tradiction will not continue to exist any thy
less between the quite radiecal petty bour-
geols wing of the party and the workers
sections wkich the "Lefi” etill reteins.

This Leit thinke that at the naxt eiee-
tigns, the socialist party will show such
progress that it alone will be oble to éirect
the “democracy” cnd that it will bo able te
assume pawer with en authority that it hes
not yet icdey, The Temss i3 of ths same
oplolon. It czlls this comzreas Ironically:
& revolutionary congress. That 1s to Indi-
cate tkat it it really wants to become a
governing parly, even In coalition, the go-
clalist party must extend its clientelz and
aleo lose its “revolutionary” character, that
is, quite simply to abandon its “"Marxist”
label which no lernger corresponds to any-
thing and cen only embarars it,

The victery of the soclalizst Lait at the
Congress in the Jean-Jaures Gymasse shows
that the majerity ol the party otill belioves
in its lepb2ls and 1ia program of social rev-
olution, and theat it Lopes to follow the
open road of the Auatrian zosiel demerecy:
increase lis members and its influence vp
to the tlme whan it wi'l represent tke
majority of the nation.

The crisio ia tk2 Comraualet Party, the
decline of the confidence that tha worlers
put In it , does mot parmlt czo to vecken
that this situation wiil te extiaiizd 9 3e
full, in favor of the prclatariet. Eeswraver,
a situation favorabls 2 tha gatSasine of lhe
workizg moaces em a revslatiomory bzals
may esiurce firm., Al the precont raomeat,
the Communiot movemer: esc€a plneerw,
couragzoug enl devoizl cclzzas  withoud
which a now favorable siluatisn wi'l escane
Parls, Jaounary 31. 1930.

--T.A VERITH



