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The Crisis in the Spanish

Labor Movement

The formula: “Seventy five percent of
our activity for trade unlon unity” had =
tremendous echo in Spaln and; it can be
gald, was the only slogan of the Comintern
accepted practically by the Spanish work-
ing massea in general. The Communist
Party of Spain, alwaya at the tall of events
and the masses, devoted itself one hundred
percent to the application of instructions,
blindly, without a clear vislon of the prob-
lem, driven by the Spanish proletariat
which 18 so inclined to impetuous but mo-
mentary actions, A guide was lacking,
which would have canalized this strong
movement -of sympathy for trade unlon
unity, which attained its peak In the very
midst of dictatorial repression, during the
convocation of the Congress for-unity which
was to have been held at San Sebastien In
May 1926.

The masses demanded trade union unity
at all costs, The Spanish Communist Party
with the exception of & small group of
competent militants who were grouped
to be dominated by events and to be over-
around the comrades of San Sebastlen,
among whom was the director of the Party's
central organ, comrade Jean Andrade, was
unable to establish itself as the gulde and
vanguard of the proletariat. The leadership
of the party did not understamd and was
incapable of canalizing organically the as-
plrations of the masses; it allowed ltsell
to he dominated by events and to be over-
come on the unlty wave that passad over
the Spanlsh labor movement. La Antorcha,
the central organ of the Party., was taken
away from the competent direction of com-
rade Andrade and given to she political
adventurer, Oscar Perez Solls, and, at the
game time, the campalgn for trade wunion
unity and the daily La Antorcha came to a
complete halt.

Had the masses already become “rad-
lealized"? According to the calculations
of tha leaderz of the Communist Fntarna-
tional, the “radicalization” alréady com-
menced. The poor petty bureaucrats of the
Spanish C. P, were ready to comply with
all the orders of Stalin and Co, wlithout
worrying over the result that their stupid,
selfish submission would have for the Span-
ish labor movement. Inevitably, the measses
of the workers who sought and hoped to
meet a guide, saw their hoped decelved, and,
taking place under the full reprassion of the
dictatorship against the labor movement,
they retreated; thelr milltant spirit de-
¢lined appreciably. Now the labor move-
ment {# entering Into & real stage of crisls
which the leaders of the C. I. and the
Spanish C. P. deelgnate as *“‘radicalizalton
of the masseas',

The Spanigsh labor movement, baged on
the prineiple of the class struggle, had
close te a millon and a half organized
workers {n 1919, The C. N. T. (National
Federation of Labor), with am anarcho-
pyndicalist tendency, counted a good mil-
Hon members. The U, G. T. (General
Union of Workers), with ~ soclal reformist
tendency, had more than two hundred thou-
pand members. There exlsted besldes a
few independent trade unioms which
awalted the fnslon of the two central organ-
lzations in order to give their adherence to
the united trade union organization of the
Spanish preletariat.

The repeated betrayals of the reform-
Ist general staff, the dieruption of the united
front whieh the social reformists perpe-
trated, the organizezd sabotage of the C.N.T.
made the fuelon of the two. organizations
g distant possibility to a large extent, The
false tactic and the methods of struggle
smployed by the anarcho-syndicalists of the
Q. N. T, together with the repression of the
bourgeols authoritles, of which this organ-
fzation was the object, rapidly weakened
this glant that appeared imvimecible. The
U. G. T. stood by impassibly, arms folded,
while the government attacked the C, N. T.
Even more, the organizations feught each
othe with violence and the blood of the
proletariat was spilled in varlous parts of
Spain, at Bllbao particularly, durlng en-
counters - between partisans of the two
Campa. : .
The C. P. of, Spaln, always slow to get
woving, never sncceeded, despite its eon-
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tutlon into a single Communiast Party, to
adopt a correct and really Communist posi-
tion. For its leaders,, the whole porblem
wase reduced to denouncing the heads of the
U, G. T, and the C, N. T. without giving
any concrete directlves that might fachli-
tate unity by putting the masses on the
right track, Thus, the leadership of the
C. P. 8. fulfilled the role of a buficr be-
tween the leaders of the two organizations
without knowlng what to do with the
masses who detested the false course of the
leaders, And then the comp d‘Etat of 1038
tock place,

“The erisis in the dictatorship 1s shar-
pening”, 'Primo de Rivera is retiring”, "a
new constitutional era is approaching”—
these are the themes developed by the lead-
ars of the Spanish labor movement. All of
them await the fall of Primo de HRivera as
the triumph of their ideal, await it in or-
der to begin the elaboration of a program
for the "struggle for organization” and
what is worse, to begin agaln the “war of
the generals” and the aspiring generals in
order to determine who was the most ar-
dent, moset clearslghted and most discreet
during the dictatorial period.

For us, tha Communist Opposition, the
problem and its solutlon does not lie in the
fall of the Primo de Rivera dictatorship.
Primo de Rivera can, in cne of his eccen-
tricities, pass the baton of orchestra direc-
tor to Martinez Anlda or some other lackey
of capitalism. And even If he formed a gov-
ernment of the type of those of the “old
regime”, the Spanish working class would
always be confronted by a capitallsm de-
termined to oppress it and strangle It

The reorganization of the Spanlsh
working class, the reorganizatlon of the
Communist Party, the trade unlon unlty of
the Spanish proletariat based oo the prin-
ciples BI the class struggle, the struggle
agninst the dictatorship and against the
gpanish capitalist reglme, the struggle for
the liberty of the small oppressed natlon-
alitles, the methodlcal organization of the
peasant masses, in short, for the emanci-
pation of the Spanish worklng class, must
ba undertaken immediately without walt-
ing for Primo dé Rivera to yield his place
to mnother butcher of the proletariat, with-
out hoping for socalled political transfor-
mations which can take place In the “last
stige of capitalism" omnly &s an insurrec-
tlon of the proletariat, Whether Primo de
de Rivera falle or not, the battle against
the Spanish bourgeoisie must begin, There
cafl be no walting until Primo opens the
road for us, ad some sesm to hope.

The Spanish Communist Opposition
warns the Spanlsh workers agalns the stark
optimism of those who see in the “crisis of
the dictatorship” the perapective or almost
the .rlumph of our class aspirations. 'The
workcers must not awalt the fall of the dle-
tatorzhip in order to organize, to undertakeé
the struggle for their emancipation.

The Spanish Comunist Party must be
the gulde of the working class of Spain,
its vanguard, Ita leaders paralyze s de-
velopment, prevent ita reconstitutlon. The
Communist Oppositlon has a great task to
realize and it will accomplish it along the
ideas of Lenin, The perspectives are favor=
able..

Barcelona, January 1930
—HENRI LACROIX
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The League against In'-p:riahsm

The All-Indian National Congress was
preslded over by Jawabarlal Nehru, Nehru,
with Gandhi, is the representative of the
various vasillating and pefty bourgeols
masses; driven by the masses, the predoml-
nant element of thelr policy is fear of the
masses, of the revolution agalnst which
they are fightng today with all idealogieal
means;; tomorrow, when the revolution
ralses it head In spite of Gandhism, the
internal logle of thelr attiiude and thelr
policy will lead Gandh! and MNehru into the
camp of the avowed enemies of the revo-
Iution.

The road that Nehru and Gandhi will
take is already clearly indicated in the de-
clarstion of Gandh! appearitg In Yonng
Indla, the review of the nhtionalist Indisn
intellectuals, This s what it says: “For
the introduction of passive resistance, the

" -

cholee of the moment and the methods have
been left to the Commities of the All-In-
dian Congress. But I must declare that I
do not gee the atmosphere propitlous for
such a measure,”

And Gandhl does not conceal the reason
for which the atmosphere does mot appear
to him. 1t is that every measure of strug-
gle, even §f It I8 concelved pacifically, 1s
exceeded by the masses and can provoke
revolutionary struggles,

But Jawaharlal Nebru, charged with
expounding this polley, ia one of the most
aminent celebrities of the "League against
Imperialism.”

To this League also belongs Madame
Sun, the wife of Sun Yat Sen, founder
of the Kuo Min Tang. Madame Sun belongs
to the Left wing of the Kuo Min Tang, ehe
is close to Wang Chin Wel, Every revolu-
tionist is aecqualnted with the role played
by the Left wing of the Kuo Min Tang at
Hankow. If the Left Kuo Min Tang should
gucceed In conquering Canton in the Spring,
the “Left” government of the Scuth would
goon prove that it 13 no less hostlle to the
working class than the Nanklng govern-
ment, Contirary to Nanking, It would thank
Mme Sun by naming her an honorary mem-
ber.

But in the meantime, Mme. Sun remains
one of the luminaries of the “League
against Imperialism.”

The development of all theose “heroes
of a doy"” of the antl-imperlalist struggle ls
obviouzly not due to chance, The Fengs
and the Chiang Kal-Sheka became counter-
revolutlonaries the moment the worker and
peasant masse: entered spontaneously on
the fleld of history and formulated their
elass demands. The same will happen with
all the heroes of the Antl-Imperialist
League.

1t would be ridiculows to demand the
excluslon of the already compromised
"leaders” of the “League Against Imper-
fallsm." Not only must the Sandinos, the
Nehruz and Company be removed from the
revolutionary community of the world pro-
latariat, but whot must also be destroyad
is the monstrous llluslon, cruelly belled by
history, according to which such a “Leaguc”
can play leading, progressive role in the
pational revolution of the coloniel peoples.

The "Lesgue agalnst Imperialism,” as
a political center comprising Communist
and bourgeols organlzations, is a constant
danger to the Communist International, to
which it ropresents a competitnr,

Things are shinilar it not worge in the
Peasanta International, which a Euro-
pean Peasants Congress ls planpned to draw
out of ite lethargy. For several weeks, the
“revolutionary awakening” of the peasan-
try has been on the order of the day; In
Ceyvmany, in Austria, ete., thera ara "revo-
lutionury peasants demonstratlons” for the
election of delegates to the European peas-
sants Congress, It therefore appears that
we lave arrived at a new edition of the
“peasant poliey” of the firet “Leftist" per-
fod (1924-5); mll the more necessary la it
to recall to the revolutionary workers what
Troteky =ays in his criticism of the draft
program of the Comlintern:

“The peasantry will play a decisive role
in the revolutions of the East, DBut this
role will be nelther leading nor independ-
ent, The poor peasants of Hupeh, Kwan-
tung or Bengal can play a role not only
on a national but on an international scale,
but only on the conditlon that it supporta
the working class of Shanghal, Hankow or
Caleutta. That is the only way out for the
revolutionary peasant on an international
road. The attempt to unite the peasant of
Hupeh with the peasant of Galicla or the
Dobrudja, the Egyptian fellah with the
American farmer, hage no chance to suc-
ceed."

What International Communism mneeds
is not the creation of independent organ-
izations .of peasants and the unification of
the bourgeols colonial parties Into a “Lea-
gue against Imperialism,” but a return to
the teachings of Marxism-Leninism, the
“outlived” teaching on the hegemony of
the proletariat and the leading role of its
party. “The village Inevitably follows the
city. The question {s only to know which
of the ‘city classes’ will be able to lead the
village behind i1t."" That i{s Lenin's formu-
latton.

KURT TANPDAT,
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The British Daily Worker

The Communip Party now has e
daily paper. It is a present givem It by
Moscow. It must be said that it was rée
celved without enthusiasm. At the Leedf
Party Congress, T. A, Jackson, who 18 hime
sell a capable jJournpalist, declared: “Tha
guestion is not to launch the paper—that'n
very easy—but to malntain it."”

- The first number contained a message
from the Communist International, which
has caused some stir, for the Conservative
press Immediately uwsed it to sharpen its
campalgn agalnst the re-establishment of
diplomatic relatlons, It underlined the pas-
sage which said that the paper will be &
“new and powerful organ Iin the hands of
the working class In ita struggle againet
capitaliam, agalnst ratlionalization and
agalnst the social-fascist Labor govern-
m'ﬁﬂt-“

That it s a “powerful weapon", only
the leaders of the Communlst International
can believe. The Dally Worker is actually
deplorable to the polnt where the bourgeols
papers make fun of It and scoff at "“Mos-
cow's parslmony.” The embarrassed Com-
munisis lay the blame to the press monop-
oly and the tpo high wages pald to the
printing plant workers. One actually reads
in the Communlst Revlews “It is & char-
acteristic of this monopoly that the trade
unfons share in it, In the London daflly
preag, there prevalls the system of excep-
tionally high wages not only for the prosti-
tutes of journalism but also—relativa to the
wages of other sections—for the typos, the
pressmen, ete. In this way, the speclal in<
tereat of the unions is sssured for coop-
eration with the capitalist trusts agalnst
the indopendent press and particularly
againet the workers' press.” ‘The leaders
of the Party must be pretty 11l at esse to
resort to such arguments, Moreover, they
bhave short memories: they forget that in
1926, on the eve of the outbreak of the gen-
eral strike the linotype operators of the
Dally Mail, In epite of the socalled excen-
tional wages, refused to set up a lying artl-
cla directed agalnst the workers, which
stil! remeains a pretty rare gesture.
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The Clyde “rebels” have just suffered
& gerlous defeat at the conference of the
Scotch sectlon of the Independent Labour
Party, meeting in Glasgow on January 12,
Maxton and his friends who voted againe
the government in an important debate—
modification of the insurance law agalnsi
unemployment—asked the upproval of the
confr -ence, This approval was refused them
by 1023 votes against 84, If one conslders
that it is In Scotland that the Laborite Lefi
has its strongest positions, the importance
of tlils defeat will be vnderstood,

Maxton's defensc was very weak, Ha
complalned of having been c¢ast off In the
course of the dlscussion, by most of those
who hed elgnod his declaration: *I waa
thrown against the cannons,” he exclaimed,
“and when I looked about nobody was thers
any longer.” That 18 the language of the
“leader” of the I, L. P. He and his friends
are full of excellent intentions: they havs
a faint desire to do someéthing against the
policy of abdication of the labor govern-
ment, but they always halt before decisive
deeda. That is why MacDonald alwaye wins
g0 easily over them.

—3 B
London, January 21, 1930,
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HARD TIMES PARTYX
& REBEL DANCE
Given by Communist League (Opposition)
Satarday Evening, February 22

STISKA’S HALL, 4021 N, Drake Ave.
(3335 Wesat)

Doora Open 8 p. m.

Dance Mausle Refreshmenia
Speclal Enterialnment Namber

Admission 35 Centns
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