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The ten year period following the end
of ‘the war was marked by an Integration
and growth of the Amerlcan Communist
movement and a concurrent decline in tha
orgunization and influence of the Soclalist
For the past year or 2o we have
been witnessing a reversal of this process.
The relation of forces botween the two
comtmnding tendencles—of ravolution and
reform-—has undergone a change, These
arc (he important facts which merit con-
gideration and analyaia,

it profits the revolutionary wing of the
labor moveinent nothing to evade or deny
thiz state of affairs. On the contrary it
will do harm, for the radical workers see
what is poing on before their eyes and are
apt to draw falso conclusions regarding
the efficacy and future prospecits of rev-
olutionary ideas. Such indeed is the mean-
inz of the recent noticeable shifting of al-
legiance of many workers. particularly in
the needle trades, who had conscientiously
supported the Left wing and the Communist
Party for several wyearz, The Commun-
fatic workevs are entitlel to an appraisal
of the sitnaticn.

[

The advance of Communism in  the
struggle against the Eonclalist Party, and to
A large extont at its cxpohse, OVer a ten-year
period is vndeniable, A few {acts: The
Left wing gained a majority in the party
struggle of 1919 and the Hillguit-Berger
machine was able to prevent its capture
of the convention only by wholesale expul-
sions (aided, however, as has so often been
the case, by stupiditiezs of the Left wing
leadership). Dvey after the split in 1513,
which reduced the Soclallat Party member-
ship from 100,000 to less than 20,000, a
new Left wing developed within it under
the preasure of Communist sentlments in
the ranks. This culminated In the second
split—a weak one, it i3 true, with still
weaker leadership—of the “Workers Coun-
cli” group at the end of 1921, The Com-
munists became organizationally stronger
than the Soclallists despite the terrific hand-
icaps of the Palmer terror and the three-
years' period of underground organization.
The . P. extended its operations through-
ount the country while the 8. P. Influence
and strength were confined to lsplated loc-
alities, motably Now York and Milwaukee.
Tha supericer strength and fighting ability
of the Communists were graphically dem-
onstrated in the big movements which en-
gaged the attention of the workers : The
Labor Party campaign, the organization of
the Left wing in the trade unions, the Pas-
saic strike, the Sacco-Vanzetili movement,
the neecdle trades strugglez. The collapse
of the New York Call, the daily paper of
the & P., just preceding the e¢stablishment
of the Daily Worker, symbolized the waning
power of one party and the upward swing

of the other,

A Perlod of Communist Growth

Over that entire ten-year period our
party continued to win recruits, indlvidu-
ally and in groups, from its Socialist rival,
with no shufiling in the other direction.
The tides in those days swept out of the
g 1* and into our ranks with such emin-
ent pillars of present day Communism as
Engdahl,’ Schneid, Olgin and almost the
whole Freiheit staff, not to =p2ak of Kruse,
who has begun to drift ! ... Ly way of the
Lovestone detour. Scott Nearing left the
9. P. in 1923 and joined the C, P. in 1926.
Welsbord, who became justly remowned as
the Communist organizer of the Passalc
strike in 1926, had heen the Secretary of
the Young Peoples Socialist League and
a campaigner for La Follette in 1924, All
of these people, and many others who
could be mentiomed, were, in one sense of
the word, weather-cocks indicating the way
thé wind was blowing.

Now, after ten years of stagnation and
decay, the Socialist Party is showing man-
ifest signs of a revival, partly at the ex-
pense of the C P.. The facts which demon-
strate this, trend are as incontesiable as
are the reasons which explaln it, The
greatly increased Soclalist vote in the re-
cont New York municipal election, whila
the Communist vote was reduced to insig-
nifisance is one of these signs. The re-es-
tablishment of the Right wing unions o
the needle trades is another. The increased
recruitment of new members is a third sign.
(For example, the report of the secretary
at the latest meeting of the National Exec-
utive Committee clalmed more members
onrolled - in 1929 than in the whola five
proceding vears),  Sociallst Influence in

et and repnewad activity In the

——— e cmm. TwTYEr

The Socialist Party and Radicalization

MILITANT

rrage 3

— p—

By James P. Cannon

general trade union movement are a fourth
gign. ‘The reformlst Soclalist Party con-
fronts the revolutionary Communists ia
1330 as a stronger foe than at any time
since the aplit in 1919,

II

Weather-cocks alszo reflect the new sit-
uation., The first of these was Schneld,
president of a Chicago local of the Amai-
gamated Clothing Workera unilon, who
came to us from the 5. P. on the tide of
Communist influence in the union In 1922,
Last year the reaction carried him back
to the S.P. A recent convert to reformism
is Hendin, once a member of the C, E. C.,
who demanded “armed |nsurrection”—noth-
ing less—at the firat underground conven-
tion of our party in 1920, (He overestl-
mated the “radicalizatior” at the time.)
There are many others less prominent trav-
olling the same path; one in particlar
named Strelt, who led a squad of Stalinists
to break up a meeting of the Communist
Cpposjtion in Philadelphia less than a year
ago.

The Course of Lovestone's Factiom

Besides those individoals who desert
Communiam and pass over directly into the
reformist camp of the 8, P.—and—more
significant—are those who have started on
an indirect route, by stages, to the same
place, Speaking from the =standpoint of
political logic—whish is deacistve—and dis-
regarding personal intentions—which are
not—this s the destinatipn of the Love-
atons faction® We do not see any ground
for the permanent existence of a political
party half-way between Communism and
reformism whica is the sum and aubstance
of Right wing wisdom. The example of the
2 1-2 International and all similar national
groupings excludes such a prospect. That
Lovestone and Wolfe understand this as
well as anyone, cannot be doubted, The
Forward's estimate of Lovestone’s present
“work" as the “most useful he hag ever
done for the working clasa” s, fror their
atandpoint, a guite intalligent judgement.

It ought to be easfly understood why
Lovestone and Wolfe cannot procced dir-
ectly to tholr political destination. Consci-
antious worker-Communists, revolting
agalnst the stupidity and brutality of the
Foster regime have been caught In Love-
stone’s trap, Deception and maneuver are
necessary to keep these workers together
on a graduated reactionary course. Love-
stone and Wolfe need time, but they are
known for speed and they are making head-
woy, They have already succeeded in lead-
ing thelr followers to Brandler and his
program of “National Communism" with-
out a centralized International. They have
already translated “Socialism in one
couniry'—the slogan under which they ax-
pelled vs from the party—into “Commuhism
in one country”, This Is progress enough
for six months, The rest will follow,

III

A number of factors contribute to the
phenomena of a Socialist Party revival af-
ter ten years of retrogression. The most
important is the begioming of a “radical-
fzatlon” of the workers about which so0
much is beilng written thesze days. The
fearfully accelerated exploitation involved
in the development of industrial technique
which goes by the name of “rationalization”
plus wage-cuts, plus swelllng unemploy-
ment and its attendant horrors, stimulates
a labor discontentment which 18 beginning
to grope for expression. It is of decisive
jmportance to have a precise estimate of
the character and degreo of this dis-
content. In this fleld nothing 18 helpful
but actual facts, In the light of such facts
thera 18 mo ground whatever for the as-
sumption that thls “radicalization” of the
American workers has anything approach-
ing immediate revolutiomary implications,
or that the masses are ready for Communist
leadership. So far it is possible to speak
of tentative movements In tke worker
masaes as “radicalization™ in a strictly de-
fined and limited sense. The traditional
lack of class consciousness of the Amer-
jean workera, and their specific indifference
to social questions as they record it on
avery occassion (the elections, for example)
absolutely preclude the attempt to fit them
into any European or world formula of
of “radlcalization”™. This term can be used
intelligently only on an American scale, in
comparison with the recent years of “proa-
perity”; and then only with the reservation
that this “radicallzation” fe chown in ite

first stages, as symptoms of desper move-
ment to come,

The Sirike Barometer

This is the only possible conclusion
which sscertainable facts will allow. Take
the record of recent strikes, laways a
good barometer of working class militanecy.
Exact figures of strike movements over a
perlod of years are not at hand at the
moment, but the general outline ia well
known. The textile workers' gtrike in the
South, the sporadic strikes of auto workers
and similar outbursts certainly show an
awakening mood of the workers involved.
But .altogether they have so far involved
only a few thousand workers, 4 number in
no way comparable to the hundreds of
thousands who took part In the great strike
movements in coal and steel and on the
rallroads in 1919 and 1923. Moreover, the
reaponsivencss of the workers generally all
over the country, to these strilkes was neg-
ligible. The electlons, another yardstick
of prolatarian claes development, show a
Communist debacle, & Socialist galn and a
roactionary victory. The varlous political
demonstrations organized by the Communist
Party have yet to show serious working
clasa aupport, They are real "Communist"
demonstrations in the =ensze that only Com-
munists take an active part in them. It Is
sclt deception to represemt curlous speec-
tators o3 participants in these actions.
The unemployment movement showsa prom-
izse but is, as yet, only in its initial stages.

The most prononnced expressions of the
sympioms of radicalization of the workers
has heen throogh reformlst channels, Such
is the meaning of the increased soclallst
vole insofar as it came from the workers;
of the peneral revival of 3. I'. influence
among the workers; of the appearance of
“progreasslve” movements in  the trade
unlona under 2. P, leadership. 8uch is
the real explanation of the the fact that
thousands of workers in the needle trades
are turning to the reorganized Right wing
unionz. The signs of Socialist Party reviv-
al appearing simultaneously with the be-
gloning of working class radicalization is
no contradiction, It appears so only to
those who groasly exaggerata the extent
of the radicalization process and attempt to
subatitute noisy and flamboyant proclama-
tions for actuzl moods of the massea, They
cannet reconcile these lmaglnary revolu-
tionary moods with a growth of reformistic
influence and they try to dispose of the
latter by ignoring or denying it, The refus-
al to see things as they are has always
been a fool's dangerous game. Nobedy,
least of all revolutionaries, cver ¥et won
& war against facts. But this Is preecisely
the whole military sirategy of the Foster
generals,

1V

A second reazon for the recent pros-
perity which has overtaken the long in-
golvent filrm of Hillguit and Company,
bound up with the gymptoms of labor rad-
lcalism which the eapitalists see as clearly
a3 we do and which they fear azs much as
we welcome, ig the patronage of the lber-
al wing of Capitalism. The more far-
sighted clemoents of American capitalism,
profiting by European post-war experience,
fear a revolutionary influence on a radical-
ized working class and wish to prepare
a buffer against {t In advance. For this
purpose they are not unwilling to “build
up" the llberalized Bocialist Party of which
they have no fears whatever, The “good
press” which the 3. P, received in the New
York municipal campalgn, including the
direct support of several papers, had far
deeper implications than a mere gesture of
protest against the crudities of Tammany
Hall. The New York papera wera help-
ing to prepare a safety wvalve before the
social boller has begun to steam.

On itz part, the gaining of this capit-
alist patronage has been facilitated by the
deliberate movement of the Socialist Party
to the Right. It has spared no effort to
pstablish respectability and harmlesaness
to the existing soclal order. It is more
and more hecoming the haven of inoffenaive
liberals as well as the shield of labor reac-
tianaries Such as the Black Hundreds in the
needle trades, Norman Thomas, as spokes-
man who makes no pretense of Marxism,
is a perfect symbol of this metamorphosis
of a Party which once proclaimed in worda
always, and some times in deed, the doc-
trine of the class struggle.

L

A third Important f{actor which has

alded the BSoclialists [z the crigis in the

of the Masses

Communist Party and the incompetent
leadership by appointment, which {3 mads

to order for Soclallst progress at Commun-
Ist expense,

The Party crisis which grows deeper
from day to day has had a profound effect
on the radical workers, Without under-
standing the prineciple issues, they seo only
the aplits and get and impressiom of dis-
integration and decay. They see a once
formally unlted party appearing as three
separate factions, each publishing ita cwn
organ. In such clreumstances the officfal
assurances of “unity” sound to them like
a scared boy whistling in the dark, The
recriulting power of the movement is para-
lyzed and thousands of party membera fall
away in discouragement and despals. Some
of them have become victlms of reformist
illusions—a fate for which they have been
prepared by the relgn of opportunism in
the Party and in the Communist Interna-
tional,

The Fosterite Contributlon to the S, P,

The incredible weakness of the ap-
pointed leadership, which plles blunder on
top of blunder in a viclous aystem, robs the
party of its opportunity to plunge forward
on the basis of the new trend in the work-
lng class and thus facilitates the game of
the reformists, The substitution of nolse
for though? and vituperation for argument
—the political method of Foster and Com-
pany—hurta nobody but the workera' van-
guard and is grist to the 8. P, mill, Many
of the new recruits of the S.P. are Foater's
contribution to Hillquit.

It is quite the fashion thess days for
the Party overseers to remind the workers
of the overwhelminzg Importance of tha
“leadership” they are receiving, like a gift,
a8 it were, from the skies, The idea appears in
the Party press again apd agaln In the most
offensive and patronizing manner, Lead-
ership undoubtedly has a great importanco
in the proletarian struggle, But it works
both ways, and in stressing thls question
the bureaucrats of the day are only help-
ing, unwittingly, to furnish an explana-
tlon of Communlst defeats and Soclalist
victoriea, An lgnorant and corrupt leader-
ship, such as mow afflicts the party, can
deal the heaviest blows agalnst the cause
of the workers” vanguard, and s deallpg
them. Looking back over the ten years re-
cord of the Party, with its ups and downs,
ita often sad experiences with leaderza who
have come and gone, one can say with com-
plete assurance that history—insofar as It
takes note of the matter—will sustain the
judgement, that the present leadership of
the Party is the worst it ever had. We 2ay
this without forgetting any past experience
at any stage of the Party's evolution, The
Foster regime has all the stupidity of the
Hourwich group without thkeir principle,
and the corruption of the Lovestone group
without their intelligence,

The Communist workers, gtaggering
under defeat after defeat in times when
progreza ought to be the rule, will do well
to take the usurping bureaucrzts at their
word when they urge them to remember
the decizsive importance of leadership. The
first conclusion they will come to after a
gerious consideration of this question wili
be the necessity of overthrowipg the pre-
sent leaderzhip and organizers of defeat.
They will find—sinci> the American burean-
crata are simply the appointed agoents ol
the Btalin E, C. . J.—that the first stepa
in thia direction will lead them toward
participation in the great international
struggle over the foundation principles of
Communism which the Bolshevik-Loniunista
are Jefending agalnst the new revisionists,
The disintegration of the American Come
munist movement js bound up with an in-
ternatlonal situation and cannot be isolated
from it, A real fight -against this disin-
tegration can be conducted only under the
banner of the International Opposition, for
that is the baaner of Communism.

Vi

Tbhe spectac)e of Bocialist Party ad-
vancement and Communist retrogression at
a time when there are many signs of a new
npward trend of working class activity are
transient phenomena based on illusions of
the workers, cleverly exploited by the re-
formists, and misleadership and internal
erlsis in the Communist movement, In the
temporary fluctuation in the elass struggle
thoere 15 no cause for alarm, to say nothing
of despair in the revolutionary ranks. The
ultimate victory belongs to Communism,
but there is no law that it will proceed to
thiz vigtory on a straight ascending line.
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