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|eadership in the Coming Struggles

That increaslng working class struggles
will grow out of the presant advancing
#odustrial depression Is a foregone con-
#lusion. As to their present extent and
rapidity of development we might only
east a glance back at the historical tradl-
tlon of struggles of the American workers,
marked by thelr convulsive but determined
expressions, This may be said to be the
prospect made possibly so much more acuta
by the rapid violent development of indus-
trialization, {ts increasing class distinctions
and the sharpnesa of the class struggle,
which today makes up a special part of
the internal contradictions of American im-
perialism.

This was strikingly set forth in Com-
rade Troteky's letter to the American Op-
position :

“Wa must pot for a minute lose
sight of the fact that the might of
American capitalism rests more and
more upon & foundation of world econ-
omy with its contradictlons and crises,
military and revolutionary, This means
that a soclal erlsls in the United States

may arrive a good deal sooner than

many think and haxe a feverish devel-
opment from the beginning. Hence the
conclusion : It is necessary to prepara”

The Workers In the Basie Industries

The unskilled and semi-skilled workers
in the basic industries compose the great
majority of the working class and must
naturally be the main basis of new unicn
organization activities. Partlcularly durlng
times of exceptional conditions, such as
indusrial crises, when many of the reg-
urations of "normalacy” dJdisappear, can
these workdrs be expected to move readily
fnto actlon, Thelr mowes will not be
bhampered by special privileges. While to-
day almost entirely unorganized, yet they
are potentially the most revolutionary,
But tha Amerfcan Federation of Labor and
gimilar unions, even as now constituted,
will not remain immune from changing
economic conditions,

It is well to remember the widespread
Left wing and progressive influence, par-
ticularly in its more elamentary Aaspects,
a8 represented by the movement for amal-
gamation, a labor party and recognition of
the Boviet Unlon, growing out of the per-
jod of industrial depression and great
gtrikes from 1919 to 1922, Many A, F. of L.
‘@cal unions, and even higher bodies, were
swept by that sentiment. The tactics pur-
gued by the Left wing were correct, True,
since then many expulsions have occurred.
Yes, but {3 that not a certain form of proof
attesting the correctness and effectiveness
of the tactics of the Left at the time?

Our objects In endeavoring to arrive
at & correct union building program today
are mainly twofold : actually to organize
the workers for the astruggle and to ex-
tend Communist Influence through the
unions to the masses. Hence the con-
clusion that it is necessary to initiate organ-
lzation of the unorganized, to give them
fighting leadership ag well as
to bulld the Left wing movement
within the gexistlng udlons in opposition
to the capitaliet policies of the reactionary
leadership. These two tasks go hand in
hand, This ghould be the essence of a cor-
rect Communist union building prograin.
While this iz today half-heartedly acknow-
ledged by the Communist Party—on paper
—it i3 entirely negated by its practice.

Just now can ba noted the first effects
of the pledges made to the Hoover indus-
trinl conferences, The blg employers gave
“promises” of extended activitles and of
no wage cuts., The A, F. of L. heads gave
promise not to initlate any movements for
wage Increases, without even attempting
to demand such elementary guarantees as :
No further lay-offs, no further speedups
and support for the unemployed. The em-
ployers naturally broke their socalled
“pledges”, mever serlously made, and a
lew hours later the offensive against the
workera began, It will become meore in-
tense as capitalism endeavors to overcome
{ts economic difficulties by Increased ex-
ploitation. As It proceeds, although com-
tented swine can be moved only with a
heavy stick, even the A, F. of L. “leaders”
wlll have to answer to a rank and flle be-
coming more critical,

Communist and Conservative Unlons

Thae mnext Important question then
arises :Should Communists help to organ-
{za unorganized workers into the existing
conservative unlons? The answer must be,
YES : wherever these unions can be made
to move. The inevitable pressure from
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below in that directlon should be intensified
and unorgenized workers drawn into the
unions on the basis of the program of the
Left as an additional resarvoir for the
necessary struggle against the domination
and ideology of the labor lieu.enants of
capitalism, “With such activities miust be
combined the fight for the organizations
to be transformed to an Iindustrial basls
(amalpamation), which is absolutely in-
dispensable; the fight for ordinary trade
union democracy, for divorcing themnm from
the capitalist political parties; for mili-
tant methods, ete.

Foster argues fn his book "Misleaders
of Labor™ (published 1%27) for the organi-
gation of the unorganized into the existing
uniomna, as well as in some caSes indepen-
dently of them, He states in part ¢page
319) aa follows : “,..Besides, it must not
be overlooked that, with the close of the
present era of industrial activity and the
precipitation of the inevitable industrial
orals, the trade unions, under capitalist
attacks, will daspite the reactionary bur-
spucracy veer sharply to the left, slough
off many of their present conservative as-
pects, and tend to become very much morae
proletarian flghting organizations. The
arguments of Lenin,-Losovsky and others
fn 1920-22 against dual unionizm applies
today. TUnder present conditions there
{8 no room for a general dual union move-
ment In the United States, reactlonary and
decrepit though the exiz{ing unions may
he."

Here we have the matter stated, al-
though with some exaggerationas, fairly
correctly. Yet the party leadership, headed
by Toster, in its official policy and prac-
tica carrles on the exact opposite. What
has happened since to make this predic-
tlon, estimation and conclusion, in {ts main
aspects, Iincorrect? Have the existing
unions disappeared or become worse than
atated above? That iz impossaible, Thesa
unions have even made, under pressure,
the first slight moves toward organization
of the unorganized, True, the working

The «Third Period» Mistakes of the Comintern

{ Continued from Page 4)

must not be understood a Strike during
which the Communists ecarry on political
agitation, but a strike in which the workers
of all tradea and enterprises conduct a
struggle for definite political aims. Revolu-
tlonary agitation on the basis of strikes s
a task of Communists under all circums-
stances; but the participation of workers
in poHtical, that 13, revolutionary strikes,
presents by itself one of the sharpest forms
of struggle and occurs only under excep-
tlonal circumetances, whicih nelther the
party nor the trade unlfons c¢an manufac-
ture artificially according to their deslres.
To ldentify ecconomic strikes with political
strikes createa chaos which preventa the
irade unlon leiders from correctly ap-
proaching economie strikes, from preparing
them and working out an expedient program
of workers' demands.

Matters stand still worse with the
general economic orlentation, The philoso-
phy of the “third period” demands at all
coats and immediately an economic crisis.
Our wise trade unionists, therefore, close
their eyes to the systematic Improvement
of the economic conjuncture in France for
the past two years at a time when without
a concrete estimation of the conjuncture
it 1s impossible, in turn, to work out correct
demands and to struggle for them with sue-
ceas, OClaverl and Dorelle would do well
it they would think the question through
to the end. If the economlic rise in France
should last for another year (which is mot
out of the question) then primarily the
devalopment and deepening of the economic
ptruggles would soon be on the order of the
day. To be able to adapt themselves to
such clrcumstances is a task not only of
the trade unions but also of the party. It ia
insufficlent to proclaim the abstract right
of .Communism te a leading role; It is
mecestary to conquer this by deeds, and at
that mot within the narrow frame of the
trade unlon avparatus but on the whole
fiald of the clzss otruggle. To the anarch-
ist ond trade vnionist formula of autonomy
of the trade unions, the party must oppose
serious theoretical and political ald to the
trads vatons, making it easler for them
to orientate correctly in guestions of econ-
omic and political developments, and con-

c¢lass has shown unmisiakable signs of rad-
fcalization; but that was Implied in Foster's
pradiction from which the conclusion was
drawn. Still it eould not be claimed that
fn the United States, political, economic
or working class developements have
reached a point (or seriously approached
it ) where a mass basls can be secured for
& (dual) independent “revolutionary union™
movement. The majgr section of the work-
ers have not even had actual experience in
ordinary trade unionism; not to speak of
being able to correctly estimate the strike-
breaking role of the prezent trade union
“leadership”., What then has happened?
Oh yes—we have entered the “Third Per-
fod" with ita blatant drivel about social
fasciam.

With the Stalin leadership of the Com-
intern the case standg no better, Tha thesis
of the 10th Plenum shows utter confusion
particularly on this important point of con-
pervative mass unions and “revolutionary
unfons”, It i characterized by the com-
plete absence of a definite line.

Problem of the United Front

The third guestion of importance to
consider is that of the united fromt policy.
Unity of organized and unorganized {n
times of struggle 18 always essentlal. Of
similar importance is the need of unity of
action . between employed and unemployed.
Carried out correctly the united fromt ba-
come an Important medium in certain im-
portant stages of the class struggle. It
can unquestionably become so in the or-
ganization of the unorganized and partic-
ularly where a sltuation exists of rival
unions—new Industrial unions and old con-
gservative unions, The struggle of the tex-
tile workera in the South is about the best
example. Violent assaults upon both unlons
as {n Gastonia and Marion; the rank and
file defending themselves and fighting back,
in Gastonia under militant leadership, in
Marion under reactionary leadership, from
which a sell-out could be expected more
readily than a forward move, for such was
the record established.

Practical Strlke Demands
A fourth gquestion which, because of

sagquently, the elaboration of correct de-
mands and methods of strugele,

The unavoidable change in the rige
produced by a crisis will change the tasks,
taking the ground from under the success-
ful economic struggles. It has already been
gald above that the coming of a crisia
would serve in all probability as an im-
petus to the political activity of the masses,
The strength of this impetus depends dir-
ectly on two factors: om the depth and
duration of the previous rise, the sharp-
ness of the crisils that has come.
The sharper and deeper the change will
turn out to be the sharper will be the action
of the masses, The reason for this is not
dificult to understiand. By the power of
inertia, strikes generally acguire the great-
est impetus at the moment when the acon-
omlc rise begins to pass into depression.
It 18 as if In the heat of running, the work-
ers encounter a 80lld wall. With economie
strikes you can then accomplish very little,
The capitallsts, with the depression under
way, oasily utllize the lockout. It Is natur-
gl if the class consclousness of the workers
which has risen begins to seek other roads
for itself, But which? This already de-
pénds mnot only upon conjunctural condi-
tlons but on the whole sltuation In the
country.

To declara in advance that the next
conjunctural crisis will create an Immediate
revolutionary situation in France, for that
there iz at present no basis. Under the
juncture of a serles of conditions overflow-
ing the bounndaries of conjonctural crisls,
this is quite possible. On this count only
theoretical suppositions are thus far poss-
ibla. To put forward teday the slogan of a
general politlcal strike as an actual one,
on the basis that the coming crisis may
push the masses on the road of revolutionary
struggle, means to attempt to appeasa the
hunger of todey with tke dinner of to-
morrow, When Molotov stated at the Tenth
Plenum that tao general strike has alroady
practically boen put on tke order of the
day in France, then ha caly showed once
too often that he does mot ksow France
nor tka order ner the cay. Tho emarchiasis
snd syndicalists do mnot a little to com-
promise. the very ldea of a general strike

recent experiences, requires consideration
ia the cne of correct slogans for organlza-
tlon and demands In strikes, for there can
be no doubt that organization of the unor-
ganized will be eclosely connected with
strikes. In the recent Illincis miners strike
for instance, led by the N. M. U., most of
the demands were entirely too general and
evén too abstract in character, Therc was
Mitle or no concentration on the simple
demands most closely connected with the
actual working conditions and correspon-
ding with the most outstanding grievinces.
Slogans and demands must not overaboot
their mari,

FPerhaps the best example of such
wrong directlon can be found in the man-
ifesto of the party at the time of the mur-
der of Ella May Wiggins in Gastonia, call-
ing upon the workera to “Prepare for a
strike of protest and sympathy for the
heroic fighters in Gastonia who are fighting
your battles”, The best test of thls over-
shot alm is the fact that there was no re-
gponse anywhere., The workers, not even
the new Industrial undons, were by mno
means prepared for such a political strike.
A far more correct way would ha to stress
particularly the issues of the workers In
industry, the griavances at the job, to lay
the proper basls for extension of strike
action In order to, on that basis, impart
more politeal content. From such exper-
iences lessons should be learned. .

Very closely connected with this al-
g0 i3 the necessity of actually glving the new
industrial unlons a mass basis, Without
that they will Lecome impotent sects and
will mot serve the cause of the general
advance of the revolutiomary movement.

To conclude from the few points ems=
phasized here that revolutionista may hold
out hopes or possibllities that the existing
trade unions can be captured, in so far
a8 taking possession of the apparatus is
concerned, is, of course, ridiculous, While
this may or may not be accomplished in
certain instances, it i3 not the issue. As
stated at the outset, the real object is to
actually organize the workers for the
struggle and to extend Communist influ-
ence through the unions to the masses,
And these points here emphasized, In har-
mony with the Communist Opposition plat-
form, certainly go in the direction toward
a correct solution of the problem.

- - By L. D. Trotsky

in France. Official Communism apparent-
ly travels the same road, attempting to
substitute goat-leaps of adventurism for
systematic revolutionary work.

The tide of political activity of the
masges, before it assumes & more decisive
form, may, for a certain and for that matter
& lengthy period, express itself in a greater
attendance of meetings, in a wider distri-
bution of Communist literature in the growth
of electoral votes, Increase in the number
of Party members, ete, Can the leadership
adopt In advance a purely a priorl orienta-
tion on a stormy tempo of development
at all eventa? No., It must have its hands
united for one and for the other tempo.
Only under this condition can the party,
not deviating from the revolutionary direc-
tlon, march in step with the claass,

At the expense of the above-developed
conglderations I can already hear the cares-
sing volce of the tin rattle accuse me of
“economism” on the one hand and capital-
fst optlmiam on the other, and of coursa
of social democratic deviations. For the
Molotovs, everthing they cannot grasp, that
is, & great deal, is related to the domain of
soclal democratic deviatlons, just as to
barbarians, ninety-nine percent of the
universe Iz related to the domain of the
activity of bad spirits. Folowing Molotov,
Semard and Monmousseau will teach us
that the question i3 not exhausted wita
shakings in conjuncture, that thersa are
many other factors, for example, ratlonal-
ization and the approaching war. These
people talk about “msuny” factors all the
more readily when they are incapable to
explain a single one of them, Doubtless,
wa will reply to them, the war would have
overithrown the whole perspective and would
have opened, so {0 spezk, a new chronology.
Eut in the firet placa,. we do not yet know
loday wiaen the war will come, nor what
gates it wil come through, Secondly, in
order to enter a war with open eyes, wa
must carefully study all the curves in the
road that leads to it. War does not fall
from heaven. The guestion of war and its
date is connerted most rlosely with the
question of the processes of the world
market,

Primkipo, December 27,1829,
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