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A Repast of

Wild Beasts

A French Communist Viewpoint on the London Naval Conference
By Paul Sizoff

PARIS

On January 21, the Imperializmae that
divide the surface of the globe will meet
in London to discuss ways: and means of
making war cheap. Naturally, the servile
press {8 intoning the pacitiat chorus @ to
Leliave it, the governments would ask Do
better than to make pickling ecases with
armor-plate, but there is “security” which
reqmires or wants t, etc, there ia the
neighbor who has not had in itc past the
game traditions of “generosity’ and human-
ity. ete.; the meighbofs are responsible for
evervihing: without tirem there would be
no more war and the peace of the Lord
would reign over the fleets,, ."Peace” in
capitalist language means hoegemeony, &b-
gence of competitors, sloce the time when
the word of the Lord was expressed in good
En=lizsh.

‘the Importance of Navyl Transpert

I'rom the seventeenth ccotury to toe
world war, Inglish “peace” has actually
prevatled incontested over the expanse of
the meas. [irst capitalist country in his-
tory, the Tinited Kingdom has been, bea-
canse of that, the first naval power of the
world, Freedom of the seas plays a pre-
dominant role in commerce. [ven today,
when land communications are mulliplied,
when railvoad llnes are more and more con-
tracted, maritime transportation remains
the omly meams of access to the distant
countries pourced upon by the capitalist

vultures.

vSacurity” is needed for capital used
to exploit raw materials; “securtiy” Is
needed for the merchandise that the met-
ropolitan factorles throw on the market
among the backward populations of the
colonized lands. ‘This “sccurity” is de-
manded from the war fleets, the sharks of
capital, The existence of a great imperi-
allst country cannot then bDe conceived
without & war-fleet in proportion to the
extent of its world expansion: to that ox-
tent maval hegemony i synonomauns with
world hegemony.

Kogland has had the first to the extent
that she has been able to retaln the gocond.
The extraordinarily rapid growth of Ger-
man imperialism having threatened her
pretentions, she etopped at nothing, even
war, in order to save decadent England
{rom great peril and now, the formidable
(ierman fleet,t he pride of the Kalser, reats
on & thick bed of shellfish at the bottom
of a little bay of Scotland.

Despite that, the war did not save
British hegemony, Before her has arisen
the American colossus which little by little
has forced her exhausted forces to retreat;
and thus America has become the greatest
jmperialist power in the world., Her ¢ap-
jtal, her merchandise, her navies go every-
where, Even Burope and the Dominlons,
thoge anclent sacred shrines of British fin-
ance, are penetrated. A Tnew atar has
arisen on the Far Eastern horizon, Japan,
which in Asia vigorously competes with
England and America, By means of her
flests she keeps walch over the {:h!neaz

ria on the Paclfic,, This causes Erav
ﬁncurn to Wall Street and the White
Houge: China, the outlet of emormous Asla,
is under the Japanese menace and that
makes it necessary for them to maintain
a powerful fleet in the Pacifie.

~n Europe, France and Italy enviously
gpy upon each other; Italy guffocated with-
in her national fronmtiers and on a pooT
apil requlres land for colinization whereas
Fraoce is firmly entrenched in tha best
parts of Northern Africa., Thelr colonial
antagonism results In thelr maval antag-
onlsm and the victory will belong to the
one that controls the Medliterranean.

guch are the maval powers which, per-
fodically, in 1930 as in 1921 feel the mneed
of lmiting thelr armaments. Of courae,
peace serves, once sgaln, as tinsel which
functions to hide from the masses the
intrigues of Imperialism, On the day the
naval conference at Washington declded
to equalize the tonnage of British and Amer-
ican anrmament, the American Secretary of
gtate Hughes declared that “A new era
is opened for humanity.” 1le should have
beep more exact and be satisfled with the
statement that in autualitr_ naw era is
opened for American fmperialiam.

“Jigmanizing Warfare™

When Sir Avthur Balfour, British del-
erate to the conference, asked for the
prohibition of submarines “in order to
bumianlte wariare” France and Japan,

which require a submarine fleet, replled
that what w&s more pecessary (o “"human-
ize warfare” was the suppression of cap-
ital ships, The proletariat will make these
scoundrelz agree by suppressing them to-
gether with capitalism which they repre-
sent!

The bourgcoizie whose domination is
founded on the subjection of the working
claga, could not, without danger, lay before
the maszsez the contradictions that tor-
ment {. It needs a whole fromnt of abstract
phrases, such as peace, humanity, ecivili-
zatlon, right. disarmament, behind which

to conceal its appetites and the resultant.

aktagoniama.

Just az in iz colonial enterprizes, it
makes use of pastors and other agents of
God to persuade the nativea that for their
own good they ought to become christians
that is, wage slaves, so, in defense if ils
hegemony, it utillzes pacifiats, soclzlists,
and other agents of capital to persuade
people that it is capable of bringing them a
ruy of hope in their mizery,

We saw above that a war fleet waz an
indispensable instrument to any self-res-
pecting imperialiam. Tnfortunately for it,
it I3 a costly instrument, An armored
ship having a crew of a thousand men is
worth about 800 million francs; & well
placed torpedo sends it to the bottom In a
few minutes, At this price, and with less
risks, one can equip an army, DBesldes
with the lightning progress of indusatrial
technique, the completed ship whose plans
date back several vears ia almost out of
style, The rival imperiallsms have al-
ready concelved of more powerful, less
vulnerable ones, After twenty years, it is
useless and sold as a plle of junk. This
lnvolves considerable budgets : the United
States spends 10 billion francs a year for its
navy; England 7 billion, France I billion.
There are hundreds of billions in capital
tied up in all the fleets of the world, pro-
ducing nothing, wasting themselves in
amolke.

The Washington C(onfercnce

An economic power, however weak,
mus} therefore have a relatively satisfac-
tory economic perspective, to Keep its rank
in the great naval competition. This 1z no
longer possible for England. In other days
its Admirality sel itself the task of having
a fleet at least the' equal of the next two
smaller fleets combined, Now, it must be
aatisfled with eguality with the TUnited
States, It was at the Washington Con-
ference (1921) that this first stage of Bri-
tish decadence was, so to speak, solemnly
recorded, A vast economic crisis raged
throughout the world; all the industrial
powers were in a weakened condition. 1In
order to lighten the excessively burdensome
budgets, rising America and declining
CGireat Britain agreed to fix the tonnage
of capital ships at the same value, while
preserving their privileges as regards the
smaller ships, the cruisers and the sub-
marines, At the same time Japan, the prin-
cipal opponent of the United States in the
Far East, abandoned by her former ally
England, had to accept, under pressure, &
smaller tonnage for fts effective forcea.
France and Ttaly, which cut a figure with
their fireworks at the repasts of wild
beasts that these “disarmament” confer-
ences are, had to be content with wvery
little. Finally, the ship tonnages were
fixed in the proportioms 5-5-3-1.70-1.7u
for the five powers Since the position of
England has mnot been rec-established, it
has constantly sought to obtain new naval
agreements, but has failed because of
American hostility, Yankee capitalism, be-
jng in good health could permit itself the
constructlon of a dozen cruisers, while
signing Kellogg Pacts at the same time.

Taday the perapective ol & new econ-
omic crisis, which seems bound to hit the
United States; the technlcal revolution per-
formed by the Germans in the construction
and use of cruisers which, from auxillary
unita become battlaships—all thesa pre-
liminary factors are required for the two
Anglo-Saxon imperialisms to seek an un-
darstanding on a formula for eruiser limit-
ationm.

That is the real cause of the new con-
ference which will be held in London. Such
is the worly hegemony of these two states
that the others are so to speak constrained
to come and talk. The large fleets awallow
the small ones as small enterprisea devour
weak ones, So, each country will go to
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London but each will defend it own appe-
tite; Japan wants more cruisers than the
others will let it have; France develops the
weapon, the submarine, and desires wvery
much to keep that advantage; Ttaly, lts
Immediate rival, seeks to come closer to
America and will defend her theses: pro-
hibition of submarines and freedom of com-
merce in times of war, We shall witness
a  great  battle around the militaristic
porringer, but there iz no doubt
about the victory of the strongest, Amer-
ca could, if §t wished, construct a feet
capable of crushing all the others; Eng-
land knows this and that is the reason
which forces it to accept a formula of lim-
itation which maigtaing in appearance o
sort of equalily Letween it and its rival.
In appearance only; for what is decisive
in a conflict is not the military . power at
the outset—it Ja the abillty of & couniry
at war to repair and construct new mater-
lal. 'Thiz is the “potential of war”, and it
requires capital, raw materials, and a high-
ly developed c&pacity for production. It
iz for this reason that America obligingly
lends itsell to this disarmament comedy.
With a litlie pacifist air, it makes sure of a
guperiocrity gotten at a bargain.

Thuz, the “disarmament” conferences
muke ready for the war just as surcly as
do irrational programs of ruibDous arma-
ment construction. They permlit the release
of mnon-productive capital to economic
branches of construction, and force the
militarists to perfect the technique of com-
bat and to dJdesign weapons infinitely more
murderous than those of tho past.

Thuat is the real, the productive side
of conferences, but they also play a woral
role which must not be neglected, In thal
they give a semblance of reality to the
talk-fest at Gemeva, The Soclalist Inter-
national avalls itself of these conferences
in order to sprecd its oplum among the
workers, 1t has formed a commisasion for
disarmament {(of the working clazs, w4
might add, through which it expresses the
opinion that the London Conference will
have lasting value, only “if It accomplishes
its task in the general organization of
peace sought at Geneva”, in other words,
only if the famous preparatory conference
at Geneva, supposed to discuss above na-
tions, confirma purecly and simply the or-
ders of American imperialism, which dic-
tates them according to its momentary
needs.  Peace, according to our sochul
demosrats, still speaks English as it did
formerly, but with a strong Yankee accent.
All socialists are not Americanized, There
are French ones like the social-chauvanist
Paul Boncour, who worries over the limit-
ation from “above” (at a “height" which
French capitalism evidently cannot reach);
he adjures the government to have “our
rights" respected, to the applause of a hun-
dred deputies of the French section of the
Workers' International.

The genuine struggle againsg war is
that of Lenin, .f Rosa Luxcmburg, that of
the revolutionmary struggle of the prolet-
arist against capitalism. Any sodution
that will not exterminate capitalism, the
sole cause of war, iz like cauterizing a
wooden leg. In order to save ailing human-
ity the proletariat must cast off the soc-
fal democratie witch-doctors and bone-sci-
ters, together with their poisonous metheds
and Join the school of revolutionary
Communism in order Lo march along the
sure road of the liberating revolution.
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NEW LIND OF TRADE UNION WORK

Minneapolis, Minn.
Dear Comrades: .

Yesterday I attended a conference and
mass meeting called ostensibly to hear
Otto Wangerin of Chicago explain why new
unions on the U, 8. rallroads were neces-
BATY.

The call was circulated among as many
railroad workers as they thought safe and
those who would not bother them with
Trotskylsm, ©Out of the tremendous force
that the C. P. hoasts, only three bon. fide
rallroad workers wore present. But this
did not stop the hoodlums from expelling
those who are not converted to the third
perlod, When I arrived in the hall the
glant minds were set into motion to find out
who can best interpret this period. A trem-
cndous struggle was waged amongst them-
gselves, which took up a good portion of an
hour, Finally unity was achieved and I
was ordered out of the hall. Poor Otto
Wangerin, his soul is not in the best of
condition. But what can a poor fellow do
who always bows before the almighty
apparatus? After I left the hall the for-
mulas was developed in detall and now the
unity-purity sguad will go on as ever be-
fore, CARIL SRKOGLUND

United Front in Boston
in the New Style

Iﬂﬂﬂ-lﬂl‘l is "known as a historical city,
particularly zo to the working clagss. Put
uniortunately Boston can boast of o groat
deal more destructive work tham construc-
tive, Bo while this city is mentloned his-
torically let us not forget to put In a page
for January 19, 1530,

- On that day a conferemce was called
by the Needle Trades Workers Industrial
Uuiﬂ‘n- 1I:I"1H'Ilg E,” ﬂ'rﬂaulﬁﬂtiﬂﬂﬂ In Hﬂﬂtﬂn
and vicinity to build a united front of all
workers for the defense of the union in the
coming struggles. Two of the members of
the Communist League (Opposition) branch
came to 22 Harrison Avenue to participate
in the conference. We came as ever befors
to help bulld the unlon and not to thrash
out political differences, :

What did we find? We found assem-
bled in a ball a number of poople most of
whom were Communist Party members,
each one giving his name a8 representative
of a certain organization. Incidentally, the
names of the various organizations were
not disclosed to the gathering,

Everything Is “Properly” Arranged

The meeting was opened by a member
of the union who at once gave tha chair
to & man elected from the floor—not &
member of the trade but & member of the
party—Dbefore he had been teated as a del-
egate,

The same maneuver was eéxercized in
electing a credentlals committes, Here too,
one of the five was not |In the trade but a
delegate who had not yet bVeen seated.
When the credemtials commitiea appeared,
it brought in a majority report againmst
seating us at the conference because we
were “Trotskylsts”, When we asked for
the floor to explain our attitude towards
the union, we ware refused that nlso!

We were “cleverly” refuzed the foor
on ithe ground that it is unconstitutional
to grant the floor to any guest before the
delegation is constituted as a body. If
this is the case, I would like to ask those
of the conference who are so constitution-
ally correct : How did it happen that the
chair man was elected out of the delegzation
before its comstitution as a body? And was
there not a slight breach of good ruling
when a guest from the floor was placed
on the credentlals committes to vote us
out? What does this mean? Is this not
a repotition of the expulzion policy em-
ployed by the reactionary Internuational
Ladlea Garment Workera Unien? How
much more justified are thesa people in
barring w3 than the bureaucrats of the
International were in barring us? As Laft
wingers, we always fought and always will
fight most bitlerly agalnst this policy of
disruption.

I want to remind the members of the
Needle Trade Workers Industrial union—
and partleularly those who were so ready
to expel us from the conference—ito look
back only a short time when the burcau-
crats of the International expelled tham
for thelr political views, How bitterly we
all fought against it! And when, in the
suymmer of 1928, the call came to mobilize
and build & new union of the workers and
for the workers, a union that would em-
brace all workers regardless of their polit-
ical views, we felt that this was a sacred
task,

Joyous was the response of all owr
comrades, whether actually engaged in th
negdle trades or not, whether they wer
‘T'rotskyists” or Stalinists, We all took up
arms to fight the bosses and their agents,
the bureaucrats of the Intermnational, Wae
took up arms to help build the Needle
Trades Workers Industrial Union.

Opposiilon on Slde ¢f Unlon

From the time of its colning into exis-
tence, throughout eovery sirike conducted
by the Left wing union, our comrades stood
by ita side on the picket line and every-
where else, Now the few party membera
who came up to give the keynote to the
conference, suddenly declared us {o bo—
not workers, but bosses, shopkaepers! Ia
this thelr conception of a united front? Ia
this their conception of how to build?

It is painful to see such work carrled
on by those who themselves were born in
the struggle against just this type of work,
which can prove nothing but detrimental,

No, it is not by expulsion, not by
trylng to push away those who come in
carnest with the interest of the union at
heart, that the union can be built, bui by
a real united front of all workers regard-
less of thelr political vlewa. Only through
auch a uwnited (ront can we build a strong
NIIon, —(HARLOTTE SHECHET



