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The New Industrial Unions

The Mass Organizations of the Workers or Narrow Party Sects?

By Arne

The new industrial unlons organized
under Communist Party leadership, have in
the short perlod o their exisience in
geveral instances succeeded in Inapiring
workers to militancy; they have thrown
tear into the hearts of the explolters. But
they also have shown serious failures
caused by baslcally wrong policies..

The efforts to organize new unions in
the unorganized industries remain a3 neces-
sary and as correct as ever. But since the
new line of the “third period” these efforts
have become caricatures of what they should
be, mainly through the basically Wrong
conception of “revolutionary unlons”, from
which so many other mistakes flow. If thia
wera merely a matter of grandiloquent
phraseology with which this period is “en-
riching” itself, it might possibly be ig-
pored. But unfortunately it has become an
actual conception, The results of
this can onmly be that the splendid eppor-
tunities available for organization becoma
entirely neglected; the working masses,
growing more ready for struggle, become
alienated from these unions and the unions
themselves will come to occupy a position
of narrow sSects, isolating the Left wing
from the working masses.

Revolutionizing the Unlons

Unlons become revolutionary in revo-
lutionary periods, and in general, when,
baving a mass basis, they reflect the degree
of development of the workers. When separ-
ated in exclusive crafts of skill trades they
naturally lag behind this development; but
even the most backward onea can in such
periods be pushed forward, though they usu-
ally remain several steps behind the working
class. It is the duty of Communists to help
and to guide this process of revolutionizing
the unions, It will certainly require the
most persistent, devoted activities and
struggle of the revolutlonists to organize
new unions in the unorganized industries,
but the false conception of “revolutionary
unions” in the United States at the present
degree of development of the working class,
when even & revolutionary party does mot
yet exist as a mass factor, if continued, com-
pletely annihilates the necessary mass basala
of the unions, This is what is happening
now, made yet worse by extremely adven-
turist, Leftist enterprises, manoeuvering
without any regard for responsibility to the
working class,

As a patural consequence of this essen-
tially wrong conception, the Party appears
in the role of exercising complete mechan-
ical control over these unions, It prevents
the development of a leadership coming from
out of the ranks of the workers—a leader-
ship which could stand on its own feet and
gain the confidence. of the membership,
Selection of leadership thus becomes arbit-
rary, based exclusively upon the prerequis-
fte of ability merely to accept orders and
guch leaders usually bave the least exper-
fence, Independent views, in general com-
formity with the Left wing program of the
unions, are not even tolerated. Communlsis
and Left wingers who disagree with Party
pureaucrats are arbitrarily removed from
pfice and barred from participation in the
work. These digressions are quite inevitable
when mechanical control becomes substl-
tuted for the correct method of establishing
Communist influence, Mechanical control
has nothing in common with Communiat
leadership and the results cannot be without
effect upon the union membership who Bes
in it only a repitition of the A, F. of L.
bureaucracy, It destroys the confldence of
the workers in the unions, narrows its lead-
ership basis and separates the Party ever
mors from many valuable experienced ele-
ments. ‘This in turn becomes ome of the
important reasons for many mistakes In

olicy.
';lur Third . I. Congress on Trade Unlons

The correct relationship of the Commun-
lst Party toward the unions could mot be
more explicitly stated than in the theses
of the Third Congress of the Communlist
(nternational, then still under Ere leadership

rades Lenin and Trotsky:
o ngnahnmm the union of the Party
with the masses means above all n closer
pllianes with the workers' organlzatlons.
The task does mot at nll consist In mech.
anleally and outwardly subjectlng the
gnlons to the Party and thereby denying
them the automomy required by the very
pature of thelr work, but In the revolutlon-
ary, Communist elements within the unlons

Swabeck

giving them that directlon which amsvwers
the general Interests of the proletarlat in
its struggle for the conguest of power.,”
(Emphasis in original.)

And further, under the heading “The
Tasks of Our Parties”:

“The real test of the strength of every
Communist Party Iz the actual influence it
has on the workers In the labor unions.
The Party must learn how to influence the
unions without attempting to keep them in
leading strings, Only the Communlst frac-
tion of the union ia subject to the control of
the party, mot the labor union has a whole.
It the Communist fractions persevere, if
their activity iz devoted and Intelligent, the
party will reach a positlon where its advice
will be accepted gladly and readily by the
unions."”

The establishment of the "revolutionary
trade union center”, the T. U . U. L. could
have become an Important factor in
strengthening Left wing influence, The or-
ganlzation of a center for Left wing activity
and groups iz not only correct but a pressing
necessity. Its basic econception, however
leads it in the opposite direction. The
conception of a center in the sense of a
new federation at the present time, natur-
ally means a head on clash with the old
unions for the control of the
workers, coming long before the Left wing
has succeeded in establishing and extend-
ing its influence.

New Unlons Everywhere?

From that follows competition for
building of unions all along the line also
in organized or partly organized industries,
The flght of the Left wing becomes one
not against the reactionary leadership of
the existing unions but against the unlons
as such, and certainly it can appear in no
other way to the workers. Where some
Left wing elements are still within the old
unions they aplit off—as the whole policy
fs a split policy—and completsly with-
draw all Left wing activitles from the
A F. of L. and kindred unfons, It iz a
split policy, not applied when it i3 neces-
ftated by developments, but resulting In the
“revolutionary center” getting the small
fraction outside isolated from the mass
section of organized workers while the re-
actlonary bureaucrats, who are an integral
part of the capitalist structure are enabled
to solidify their iInfluence over these
masses.

One of the most recent examples of
this development {8 the creation of a
couple of small unions in New York with
big pretensions to an industrial form and
affiliated to the T, U. U. L., appearing as
gplit off sections: the new Subway Work-
erg Union and the new Bullding Service
Union. Their course will be one of B0
many of its small split-off predecessors.
They will lead a sectarlan existence until
they disappear, unless they grow sufficlent-
ly conservative to again become part of
the organizations from which they split.
In industries where the exlsting uniona are
more firmly established the result will just
be much more fatal because such policy
has nothing in common with the conquest
of the majority of the working class by the
Commmunists.

Of the new industrial unions none has
escaped suffering under these wrong con-
ceptions and wrong policles, The Needle
Trades Workers Industrial Unlon is but a
fraction of the once powerful Left wing
influence among these workers. The Nat-
fonal Textile Workera union is now facing
a decline In the Bouth dezpite the favor-
able objective conditions, Imn both instances
may be noted the failures of the Left—
which means the Communist Party—to at-
tempt to develop united front actioms with
the workers in A F. of L. unifons. It
might be objected that reactionaries oppose
it, that they betray the workers or lead
them im fake strikes, ete. These ara not
valid objectlions, The workers in both io-
dustries suffer intolerable conditions, they
have been engaged In struggles which
would give the Left wing the opportunity
through efforts for united action to broaden
their contact with the masses, better expose
the betrayers, turn the demands of the
struggles into more genuine accord with
the interestz of the workers and give them
more political and revolutionary content.
The growth of the Natlonai Minera Union
has certainly suffered from the mechan-
feal manoeuvers. The recent experience of

wrong policles precedihg and during the
Illinois strike is already making its effects
felt more deeply.

Every mistake made sirengthens the
posiMon of the A, F. of L. bureaucracy.
But these mistakes are typical of the Cen-
trist leadership as directed throughout the
International by the Stalin regime. They
zig-zag from Right to Left, from unity with
the betrayers of the British general strike
to extreme leftists chatterings, which in
reality isolate and weaken the Left wing
in the labor movement, It should be re-
membered that at the time we introduced
the correct concepiion in to the Communist
Party of organizing the unorganized indus-
triez, Foster jolned with the Lovestone
group in opposition. Ever since then the
Centrist Party leadership has been feeding
and strengthening the Right wing Love-
stone group by glving it apparent justifica-
tion for much of thelr criticism.

The Responsibility of the Right Wing

The Right wing in turn carries heavy
responsibility for the present Leftist rant-
ings and irresponsible mechanical mano-
euvering with workers interests, When in
control of the Party, it proved itself master
of such manoeuvering. It consistently op-
poted the coneception of organization of the
unorganized into new unlons, Now It is
trylng to take up our criticiams as a4 cover
for the introduction of ita own tendency
toward social reformism into the labor
movement,

The present epoch is the epoch of capit-
alist decay and proletarian revolution., It
is now further accentuated by the present
advancing industrial depression, If it
teaches Communists anything in winning
through the unions an infiuence over the
majority of the working class, it teaches
that the new industrial unions must have
a mass baszls and that the policles must be
shaped so as to accomplish this. One
necesgary part of this ls the correct co-
ordination of the Left wing within the
unions with the Left wing and opposition
movements within the A. F. of L. There
can be mo disputing the necessity
of taking up in earnest the work of bujld-
Ing a revolutionary ideology and under-
#tanding within the existing mass organiza-
tlons and giving it organized expresslon.
We must also accept the duty of organizing
workers into these mass organizations
where they exist and stop the senseless
aplit off of amall sections.

The advancing period of depressipn
poses many serious guestions to the Com-
munist movement; but especially does it
pose the ofte of correctly applying the
united front policy In such a manner as to
bring the largest sections of both the old
uniong and the new unions into united
struggle for thelr class interests. Oance
that is learned, a blg step will have been
taken toward extending Communist influ-
ence among the Ameriean workers.
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Cleveland Labor News

By John Foley

CLEVELAND — The garment workers
strike haz been settled with a weak com-
promise, accepting the 42-hour week as
against the 44-hour week they were work-
ing., They struck for the 40-hour week and
as fine a dispaly of solidarlty of workers
ag ever existed was manifested in thls
struggle. The unlon shops came out to
the man, and about 700 from the non-
union shops are still trying to get recog-
nition from the American Plan Shops, this
city being the national haesdquarters of the
American Plan Association,

As a spectator at the Garment Workers
Union comevention a couple of months
back at the Public Auditorium, lstening
to resolutions calling for Bronze Conven-
tion Badges being turned Inte Gold Badges
for spineless officers, I don't think that
the American Plan Assoclation will have
much trouble defeating this jellyfish of the
o0ld International Ladies Garment Wor-
kers Union that once affillated with the In-
ternational Federation of Trade Unlons of
Amsterdam-Second  International fame.
But I don't think it makes much differ-
ence whether they are sold by Internation-
al Ladies Garment Workere Unlon or driv-
en by the American Plan Assoclation.

In regards to the trial of 11 demon-
strators arrested in the Clty Council on
December 2nd the case was nolled on ac-
count of capitalist hoodlums trying to get
rid of the city manager In Cleveland, At
the last two meetings of City Councll, they
turned this dignified, august sanctuary of
priests into a bedlam, according to the
daily murder sheets, into scenes similar to
the French Revolution, The judge admon-
ished the group of laughing Communlists
and sald he had a sense of humor and
would not allow them to martyr themselves
in his court.

I wonder if the bourgeois judges think
that breaking into jail {2 martyrdom.
Their rotten system of starvation and evic-
tlon is the ecause and jaill is the only home
the worker has got under capitalist pro-
duction.

I had the American Civil Liberties
Union defend me, the other ten the I, 1. D,
Becanse [ employed the American Civil Lib-
ertles Union the I, 1. D. sent me a letter
that my bond would be withdrawn the
next day! It seems that the worker that
went my bond had more spirjt of solidar-
ity imn the workers movement than the
secretary of the I, L. D. in District 6 and
refused to withdraw It T suppose he will
be disciplined for this breach of Stalinist
Communism,

I travelled the slave market today
looking over the situation. I find in Cleve-
land about one hundred unemploved for
every single pjob that shows up.

On January 17, 1930, at three p. m. we
held a meeting on Public Square, It was
very cold but a couple of hundred unem-
ploved stood in the cold to listen to speak-
ers, One wobbly whom the workers have
reépect for, has been co-operating with the
International Brotherhood Welfare Aassoc-
jation, the Communist Leaguers, the Anar-
chists, the emergency program of the In-
dustrial Workerg of the World and the
official Industrial Workers of the World
members all responded to the call of or-
ganizing the unemployed and unorganized
workers. I spoke at the first meeting
and explalned that these organizations re-
presented flows of social forces in society
and they all called for the class war, and
we could all fight the common enemy to-
gether, useé the movement for recruiting
grounds for members, a8 no organizatlon
has & monopoly on unemployed and migery,
and use the movement also as a training
ground for dynamic rebels.

But of course, you know we have the
remnants of Lovestoneism and Amterism
and the hero-worshippers yet in Cleveland,
although we have a new district orgenizer,
Anthony Bimba, and a Trade Unlon Unity
League secretary, Douglas. They may or
may not be responsible, but due to mechan-
ical control and suppression of unemployad
expression, All these elements mentioned
above withdrew their cooperation. The
burlesque tactics of artists and bourgeais-
trained youth looking for careers and ego
exprésslion hung the crepe on the movement
ag far as real spirit {s concerned, We have
had the finest type of fighting spirit, the
most dynamic individuals of past class
battles all working together here. When
these fellow-workers start organizational
work, the comrades of Stalin fame become

80 jealous that ther try to lightning-rod
amd amnthar the weask
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