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road of syndlcaliam. At the same time, it
breaks with the Party,~not with a certain
poliecy nor with a certain leadership, but
with the party In general. This means qulte
slmply that ldeclogically it deflnitely dls-
arms itself and falls back to the positions
of guildism or trade unionism.

22, +The trade union opposition ap-
pears to be satisfied with its wvariety. But
t Is characterized by common traits which
do not bring it closer to the Comunist Op-
position of the Leff, but on the contrary
alienate it and oppose it

The trade union opposition does not
fight agalnst the thoughtless acts and wrong
methods of the Communist leadership, but
agalnet the influence of Communism over
the working class,

The trade union opposition does not
fight agalnst the ultra-Leftist evaluation of
a given situation and the rhythm of Its
development but acts, in reality, counter to
revolutionary perspectives in general.

The trade union opposition does not
figeht agalnst carlcature-like methods of anti-
militarism but puts forward a pacifist
orlentation. In other words, the trade union
opposition 15 manifestly developing In the
reformist spirit,

23. Altogether wrong are the affirma-
tlons that durlng these last years—contrary
to what happened In Germany, Czecho-
Slovakia and other countries—there has not
been formed In France a Right grouplng
in the revolutionary camp. The main point
is that, forsaking the revolutionary policy
of Communism, the Right oppositlon in
France, comforming to the traditlons of the
French labor movement, has assumed a
trade union character concealing in this
way its political physiognomy, At bottom,
the majority of the trade union opposition
represents the Right wing just as the
Brandler group in Germany, the Czech
trade unionista who, after the split, have
taken a clearly reformist position, ete.

The Polley of the Communist Party

24, One may seek to object that all the
preceding considerations could be correct
only on condition that the party has a
correct Communist policy., But this objec-
tlon is unfounded. The question of the rela-
tlons between the Party, which represents
the proletariat as it should be, and the
trade unions, which represent the proleta-
riat as it should be, and the trade unions,
which represent the proletariat as It Is,
ig the moszt fundamental guestion of revolu-
tionpary Marxism. It would be veritable
suicide to spurn the only possible reply to
this question solely because the Communist
Party, for objective and subjective reasons
of which we have spoken more than once,
{s now conducting a false policy towards
the trade unions, as well as in other flelds.
A correct policy must be opposed to a
wrong policy. Towards this end, the Left
Opposition has been constituted as a fac-
tion, If it iz considered that the French
Communist Party in it entirely is in a
state where there ls no longer any remedy
or hope—which we absolutely do not think
—another Party must be opposed to it. But
the question of the position of the Party
towardas the class does not change one [ota
by this fact.

The Communiast Opposition considers
that: to influence the trade unlon move-
ment, to help it find its correct orientation,
to strengthen it by correct slogans, is Im-
possible except by means of the a Com-
munliet Party({ or of a faction for the mo-
ment) which, besides its other attiributes,
{8 the central laboratory of the ldeology
of the working clasa,

25. The correctly understood task of
the Communist Party does not consist solely
in galning influence over the trade unions,
such as they are, but in winning, through
the trade unions, an influence over the
majority of the working class, Thils iz pos-
sible only If the methods employed by the
Party in the trade unione correspond to the
nature and the tasks of the latter. The
struggle for influence of the Party In the
trade unlons finds its objective verlflcation
in the fact they do or do not thrive, and in
the fact that the number of their members
increases, as well as in their relations with
the greatest masses, If the Party buys Its
influence in the trade unions only at the
price of a diminution and a factionalizing
of the latter—transforming them into aux-
ilaries of tha Party for momentary aims
and preventing them from becoming
genuine organizatlons of the massas—tihe
relations batween the party and the claas
are wrong. It is not necessary for us to
dwell here on the causes of such a sltna-
tlon. We have already done it more than
once and we will always do {t. The change-
ableness of the official Communist policy
reflect {ts adventurist tendency to make It-
gelf master of the working class with the
briefest delay, by means of stage, play,
camouflage, superficial agitation, ate,

The means of issulng from this situa-
tion does not, however, lla in the opposi-
ion of the trade unions to the party (or

3 the factiom), but {n the relantless strug-

gle for changing the whole policy of the
Party as well ag that of the trade unlons.

The Tasks of the Communlst Left

26, The Left Opposition must place
the guestions of the trade unlom movement
in indissoluble connectiom with the gques-
tlons of the political struggle of the prole-
tariat. It must give a concrete analysls of
the present stage of development of the
French labor movement. It must give an
evaluation, In quantity as well as quality,
of the present strike movement and {ts
perspaectives {n relation to the perspectives
of the economic development of France It
s needless to say that {t completely rejects
the perspective of capitalist stabilization
and pacifism even for a period of ten yeara.
It proceeds from an estimation of our epoch
a8 being a revolutionary epoch. It springs
from the necessity of a timely prepara-
tion of the vanguard proletariat in face of
the brusgque turns which are not only
probable but Inevitable. The firmer and
more implacable s its action against the
supposedly revolutiomary rantings of the
Centrist buresaucracy, agalnst politieal
hysteria which does not take conditions into
account, which confuses today with yester-
day or with tomorrow, the more firmly and
resolutely must It set itself against the
elements of the Right that take up its eritie-
lsm and conceal themselves under it In
order to introduce thelr tendencles into
revolutionary Marxiam
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27. New filxing of boundariez? New
polemics? New splits? That will be the
lament the good-natured but tired souls,
who would ke to transform the Opposition
into a calm retreat where one can tranquilly
rest himgelf from the great tasks, while
retaining Intact the name of revolutionary
“of the Left”, No! we say to them, to
these tired souls: we will certainly not
follow the same road, Truth has never yet
been a sum of errors. Revolutlonary organ-
fzation has never yet been composed of
small conservative groups, seeking primar-
ily to distinguish themselves from each
other, There are epochs when the revolu-
tionary tendency is reduced to a small
minority in the labor movement. But those
epochs do not demand arrangements be-
tween the small groups which mutually hide
their errors, but on the contrary, a doubly
implacable struggle for a correct perapective
and an education of the cadres in the spirit
of genuine Marxiam, Victory 1z possible
only In this way.

28. BSo far as the author of these lines
iz personally concernhed, he must admit that
the notlon he had of the Monatte group
when he was deported fronr the Soviet
Union proved to be too optimistic and, by
that fact, false. For many years the author
did not have the possibility of following the
activity of this group, He judged it from
old memories. The divergences showed
themselves In fact profounder and more
actute than one might have suppozsed, The
events of these recent times have proved
heyvond a doubt that without a clear and
precise ldeological delimitation from the
line of syndicaliem, the Communist Opposi-
tion in France will not go forward. The
theses proposed represgent by themselves
the firet step on the road of this delimita-
tion which is the prelude for the victorious
struggle agalnst the revolutlonary jabber-
ings and the opportunist essence of Cachin,
Mlnmoussean and Company.
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T0 BE SURE! T0O BE SURE! BUT THAT
WAS IN THE SECOND PERIOD!
“We musat recollect how the differences
of oplnlon arcze at the end of 1924, when
the Leningrad organization moved that
Trotsky be expelled from the Party. The
majorlty of the Central Commlittee declar-
ed themselves opposed to this, and conflned
themeelves to superseding ‘Trotsky from
his position as war commissar ; the
majority of the C. C. were of the opinion
that this motion, as also the proposal mov-
ed by Zinovev and Kamenev for the ex-
pulsion of Trotsky from the Political Bureau
involved grave dangers for the Party; ex-
pulsions are infections and can go too far”
(Applause).
—From the speech of Stalin at the 14th
Congress of the Russian Communist
Party, Decomber 1925
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Thres Communists in St. Clalrsvills,
Ohlo, were convicted on charges of criminal
syndicalism for distributing leaflets attack-
ing Congress and the Kellogg Pact. The three
workers, who took part In the August 1st
antl-war demonstration, were first held on
gidition charges but these were later
changed to the criminal syndicalism charg-
23 on which they were convicted. Maxi-
mum penaliies under the Ohio law are
10 years in prisomn and & fine of &5,000.
The three workers, two men and a Woman
are out on $2,000 ball pending thelr ap-
peal.

The National Revolt in Haiti

Continued from Page 1
tual head of the government until a Wall
Street tool, Dartiguenave, was folsted upon
the country as presldent at the point of
Marine bavonets, even a8 Presldent Bor-
no ia today.

The resistance of Halti was nevertheleas
not eliminated, The U. 8. then selzed the
ten main ports of Haiti and thelr customs
houses, collected all customs dues, and es-
tablished what amounted to a military die-
tatorship over the couniry A treaty was
finally jammed through which robbed Halitl
of the faintest semblance of soverelgnty.
Still under the apostle of brotherhood and
peace, President Wilson, an agreement was
arranged naming the Natlonal City Bank
a8 the financial overseer of the country,

The military subjection of Haiti then
began in full force. The barbarie corvee, or
forced road work, was revived, and virtual
slave raids conducted by the Marinea to
help “improve the country”, Marine atro-
clties, rivalllng the alleged ones of the
“"Huns" during the war, became the order
of the day. In a few yeara of its domina-
tion, James Weldon Johnson reports, more
than 30000 unarmed Haltlans were done to
death by the American Marines. And the
Haltlan population {2 only 8,000,000,

Since that time there is hardly a phase
of financial, political, military or indus-
trial life of the country that has not been
put into a water-tight compartment with an
Amerlcan watch-dog at the door, The T

GREETINGS SENT

FROM CHICAGO

The Chicago branch of the Communist
League of America (Opp.) sends heartlest
Eeatinge to our fighting organ of Marxism-
Leninjsm, the MILITANT. The intensifica-
tion of class struggle here and internation-
ally, and along with it the continued vile
distortions of the basle principles of the
movement by the Party (employing the
methods of Staliniam) demand more than
ever the bullding of a solld basis for the
MILITANT, insuring (ts Issufnce as a
weekly, penetrating all sectlons of the
movement with its sharp and uncompro-
mising defense of Marxism.

We pledge ourselves to work to the limit
toward this end. Our proof will be in our
work. This is a challenge to the other
branches,

For the Unity of the Communist forces!

For the victory of Marxism-Lenjnism!

All power to the Militant!

FROM MINNEAPOLIS
Forward, comrades! The Militant a
Weekly., Wonderful, noble work. Your
labor and sacrifices lead the way and in-
dicate the path for the future, fitting us
at the same time for still more Important
and difficult tasks. The comrades through-
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A Subscription to the Weekly for One Year

Booklet on the Program of the Comintern

ﬁTHE MILITANT is making a special of-
A one year subgcription
Militant {8 two dollars. A copy of L. D. Trotsky's
hriltlant ecriticism of the draft program of the
Communist International (150 pages) {8 thirty-five
Under the terms of the special offer, both
the yearly subscription and the booklet can be ob-
talned for only two dollars ($2.00). The blank is
for your convenlence. FiIl it out immediately and

8. does mnot propose, under any circum-
stances, to forsake Its control voluntarily.
The naval bases of Halti are of immense
gtrategic importance for the control of the
Panama Canal—as a weapon against Great
Britain. This is particularly true since the
latter has declared only as late as Novem-
ber 25, through the First Lord of the Ad-
miralty, A, V. Alexander, that there has
been “no declzion to cloge the minor nawval
base at Bermuda and Jamaica and there
ls no Iintention of taking such & declsion.”
A glance at the map shows that Jamalca
lies in an almost direct line between Amer-
ican-controlled Cuba and Haitl, and the
Panama Canal,

The dispatch of a new force of Marines
to put down the strikes and the resentment
—which iz country-wide—of the Haltians,
giveg the measure of the essence of Hoov-
er's Quaker brotherly love and strivings
for peace It indlecates the deliberate fraud-
ulence of the clalms of the Kellogg "peace™
pact to halt war, because it Is a murderous
war that Amerlean imperialiam is carryving
on against the Haitlan people

A protest against the military interven-
tion by every workers organization will en-
courage the Haltlan workers, peasants and
students to continue and sharpen their bat-
tle to rid the country of the Wall Street
oppression, Make the Marines get out of
Haitl! Help to bear the iron heel of the
National Clty Bank, and its political agent
Hoover off the neck of Haitl

TO THE WEEKLY

out the country and in the different sectiona
understand and will redouble thelr efforts
in order that full advantage may be taken
of this new weapon.

Vincent R. Dunne.

FROM KANSAS CITY

We here In K, C. feel confident that
the Weekly Millitant, once started, will not
only pay Its own way financially but will
be the means of buildlng up the Commun-
ist League (Opposition) in the U. 8. A.
Speed the Weekly Milltant! K, ¢, will
be with you one hundred percent.

A. A, Buehler.

FROM BOSTON .

Congratulations from the Boston group!
Last year we were a few isolated groups
—this year we are strong emough to pub-
lish & Weekly! The Weekly ia an abanlute
necessity. The offfclal Stalinist press f la
the minds of the comrades with llee nd
misrepresentations and what is wores, he
attitude of the Stalinists towards all .m-
portant events is so infantile that .he
comrades in the Party are all befuddied.
We must supply them with information and
revive their knowledge of Leninism and
Marxism. We will do our best to help you
financially. Antolnette Konikow,

Both:
$2.00

(62 issues) to the

The Militant
25 Third Avenue,
New York N, Y.
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I am encloglng $2.00 to cover the subscription and the book
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