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By Arne Swabeck

The Conference for Progressive Labor Action
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n;Ipﬁ:itan with an elaborate program and a propo

' individuals.
in hasis of groups and indi _ .
mm’?fi?}:rngram of the C. P. L. A, containg points
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]’mﬂ““:‘I:‘Ijl:;I ::;Ldtﬁl:m workers to demand the wealth they
ereate and to strike for their right as ;rf ::_Tt. =—
Unquestionably this xptmir::;m::a til: e
terminology to a large exten th s
wine left wing policies and m:tw:tie_a of
;:mtz.e:?t is a prngrﬁ:i::n prug;:r:ﬂ:mfl;?t ‘I:?: tllt;i: ]"]I?mﬁ
i i ical wit ose .
l‘;lig *II‘?L?: T::H movement is a direct c-i.-utgru-ur_l;h t.;-.i :::;?
fnereasing class pressure upon t'rfe workers l:r:.' T::]am
fied industry and is one expression uf_ working cae
yadicalization. The almost mm:p:lete disapearanc o
an organized left wing has farcnhtated the _Emf“!':a -
of the C. P. L. A, at this time. These arve ttﬁﬂ Etiu[-:n
the greatest significancé, They dema?d atten
and a correct attitude from the Communists.

industry everywhere the pressure Upon the
w::kers is ‘increasing. More speed-up, more mm::z;
ery, more unecertainity of employment. The pl‘:?l ;
:I'ﬂ::t gropings of the workers for a way out Wi .dLn
the course of ite natural process, turn into more i-
finite channels. The unorganized, u{mkﬂ]&d and H-mli
gkilled workers in the basic indut:tﬂﬂ-, who here ll!l.:l]
there begin to stir, are beécomming 1"Ellﬂ':}' materia
for organization. Those in the unions will 'I:fe -::m:!'al_i
pelled to seek mew policies, new rr[ethl:rds. which wi
go beyond the obsolete craft barriers and challenge

reaction.

NEW spPIRIT IN OLD UNIONS 1 -
Simultaneously the reactionary tT:dE “:;‘325 e
gesibip 18 mm.’ﬂﬂll'1IE mfr: r::i]ir:nmt:dn:i:iatufntiun and
of capitalizm. | .
oy e oy of s SR
moreé dominant. Actually to prev o AARE
the unorganized is now the mam E;Tl‘-‘-;?ﬂﬂf At
flunkeys. Yet to wn{'lud(: that the .iﬂ; o n R
kindred unions ave passing out of ex i
ively wrong; or even to aeny Ithe possi :
221:?:::3511* growth. Th; ;ulw&r su;it::na;:ﬁe:t h:.jﬂ a;;i
he rank and file an .
;l:;ai'.}:f ::iﬂ feel themselves cqmpelled to Iﬁ]ﬂ‘fe for
expansion. The Chicago Federation of Labor is a case
in point. _

v by resclution a committee esta-
mil:;;zn:‘; ti‘l.'l.'l‘ﬁ" on ovganization _tn f-.fvther jnﬂfiﬂf:
the union ranks. While this committee is conyposes
paid officials from the affiliated local unions bring-
jng with them all the conservative eraft ]11-e:1ud1.-:t-es.
the action itself 1is nevertheless a response 10 pres-
gure of conditions, Lately also on EE".'E!L‘HI'J E:n:'i'nﬂmhs
almost unanimous sentiment for the hl.llll.']lihi ﬁ.f a
labor party and discarding the A, F. of L time worn
political policy has been voiced at meetings in quite

i 'ms,

mi'ht?\.n:r tl?l'l'lit&{] experiences have already quite clgar-
Iy established the fact that the buiding of new unions
fn basic industrvies is conditioned upon the waging of
the most militant struggle and facing the most fero-
cious persecutions. This is vivdly brought out in the
Bouthern textile mills, Would it then be reasonable
to expect that the workers who hecn!ne 1*133?,? for or-
ganizaton will in mass numbers entirely discard the
existing unions which have a tradition behinld them?
Hardly. On the Pennsylvania railroad, for imstance,
the unions are now — in agreement with the bosses
— organizing the shop crafts.

Surely in the present objective conditions there
are many favorable possibilities for the growih and
development of & broad progressive movement, '_I‘n
deny this iz tantamount to denying the present begin-
ning of redicalization of the workers, which, although
not yet of large ramifications, will ever more express
jtself both among the unorganized workers In basic
jndustry and ameng those in the trade unions. Dp
the whole, the ideology of the American workers ia
yet the one inculcated by capitalism. To. expect that
they should at once tear themselves loose from g.ll
capitalist influences and completely accept communist
leadership will be a mere expectation having no found-
ation in facts. To pursue s policy based on the sup-
position that these working masses zre waiting fur
the Communists to assume the direct lead — which
the Party endeavors to establish by mechanical mea-
gures -— without traveling the road of intermediary
steps, can vnly lead to disaster and isnlation.

BEGINNING OF REVOLT

The signs indicating the present trend of the
workers, even including the formation of the C. F. L.
A., show the beginning of revelt against the growing
reaction of the officialdom. Adefinite clase ideology
by np means exists as yet. Our task is still the one of
ptruggling for a class movement of the American
workers, Tis of course presupposes the compact or-
ganization of a left wing capable of developing and
broading -its influence in the course of struggle, ex-
posing the reformists mspiripe to lradarshin and nroy.
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methods of the left wing.

The C. P. L. A, in its organizing conference,
made an attack upon the Communists, This was done
partly to preserve their own appearance of respect-
ability, but mainly to solidify the influence of their
own reformist position. To the workers, however, the
one thing must remain decisive that any group pro-
posing to organize a progressive movement to the ex-
elusion of the Communists will neither be able nor
have the slightest intention of actually leading the
workers in revolt against the reactionary policies of
the A. F. of L. bureaueracy, much less against Ame-
rican imperialism. TPheir aim is, rather, to keep all
such developing movements within "'safe, legal” chan-
nels and prevent the actual and necessary revolt.

LEFT WING TACTICS

Yet it would be entirely to narrow and un-Marx-
jan & view to identify the progressive movement which
thizs period will develop merely by these aspiring lea-
ders, even though they may be the very ones instru-
mental in unloosing the forces of great potentialities.
Such is the destiny of the new progressive movement:
it must either turn into more definite, more left, more
revolutionary channels and discard its reformist lea-
ders or become merely a shield for rveaction and dis-
apear in & merger with it.

The official attitude =o far taken by the "‘mew
trade union line" of the Party in refusing to reco-
gnize the forces these elements represent and the
coming movement they express in its first stage, in
simply lumping them all with the A, F. of L. bureau-
crats in one hodge podge, has nothing to de with
Communist tactics, The present moment calls for the
united front tactic with an independent policy and
merciless exposure of the reformists, fakers and be-
trayers; a constant pressure to make the present gran-
diously proclaimed program a program of realities, car
ried into life in the movement; constant pressure for
more definite left wing and revolutionary policies.
In this process the reformist leaders will be discard-
ed and the left wing will prove its worth as the only
force able to bring these policies to their corvect con-
clusion.

VINCENTST.JCHN

The death of Vincent St. John at San Francisco
mavks the passing of another of the great figures
of the American revolutionary movement whose
deeds helped to make its tradition and whose names
will not be forgotten, ,,The Saint”, as he was known,
by those who knew and loved him, died at the age
of 66 after a long illness complicated by high blood
pressure., He will be sincerely mourned by thousands
whaose lives were influenced by him, particularly by
those who belonged to the old guavd of the I. W. W,
in its bravest days when he was its moving spirit and
guiding intelligence.

Vincent St. John, like Haywood and Frank
Little, was trained in the hard school of the Western
Fedevation of Miners, that model labor union whose
mighty struggles threw their shadow across the world
in the latter years of the Nineteenth Century and the
first years of the Twentieth. A metal miner by trade,
he joined the Western Federation in 1894, and be-
came one of the most militant fighters in its ranks
and an influential veoice in its councils: Despite his
modesty of disposition, hiz freedom from personal
ambition and his lack of the arts of self-aggrandiz-
ement, his work spoke loudly and brought him wide-
spread fame, His stirving deeds as a pioneer organizer
became legendz of the movement and remain such
today. Until 1907 he waz a member of the executive
board of the W. F. M, and in that strategic pogition
became the leader of the left wing in the looming
struggle between conservative and revelutionary
unionigm which centered around the question of af-
filiation to the 1. W. W. which the Western Fede-
ration had played a major part in founding in 19065.

At the second convention of the I. W. W. in 1906
5t. John headed the rveveolutionary syndicalist group
which combined with the 5. L. P. elements to oust
Sherman, a conservative, as President and establish
a new administration in the cvganization with a re-
volutionary policy. He became the general organizer
under the new adminiztration, breaking with the W.
F. M. on the withdrewal of the latter body, and giving
his whole allegiance to the I. W. W. He presided at
the 1908 convention which saw the split with the
5. L. P, and the elimination of the “political elause"
from the preamble, 5t. John was the leader of the
proletavian ,,Direct Action” forces which defeated
the “political” wing of De Laon, Thereafter he served
as General Secretary of the I. W. W. until 1814, and
undoubtedly did more than anyoene to shape its
course and prepare the ground for its later develop-

‘ment under the active leadership of Haywood.

He¢ withdrew from aclivity on leaving the office
of General Secretary and engaged in &8 mining en-
terprize, doubtless with the illusory hope of aquir-
ing a fortune to help finance the organization of the
workiers. Despite his rethrement al the period, fear of
his abilities and the prospect of his return to the of-
fice vacated by the imprisonment of Haywood die-
tated his own arrest and subsequent conviction with
the Chicage group of 1. W, W, warlime prisoners. He
served two and a half vears at Leavenworth before
commutation brought his release.

Frem his earlier concepts of revolutionary so-
cialism St. John, in revolt against the parliamentary
reformism of the Socialist Party and
ultra-legal concepts of the Socialist Labor Party,
developed along the line of revolutionary syndicalism,
the path taken by many of the best proletarian fight-
ers of the period. In many respects this represented
a v+ - favward farr parliamen e
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or industrislist position were storing wp disasters
for the future. The philosophy of the I. W. W., which
St. John did so much to shape, was too simple for
the - complex situation brought about by the entry
of the United States into the World War., The great
sacrifices and heroic deeds of its members were un-
availing against this handicap and were greatly dis-
counted by it, The spirit of the 1. W. W. died in the
war, and not the leazt of the sipns of this tragedy
was the loss of faith of practically the entire body
of the old guard which had made its history and its
glory. St. John was among them. Spiritual death is
the real death of revolutionaries.

To the great losz of the workers' cause, St. John,
and with him the great majority of the leading mil-
itants of the I. W, W,, failed to make the theoretical
and tactical adjustments neccessitated by the ex-
perience of the World War and the Russian Revolu-
tion. Their limited industrialist comacepts remained
unchanged. Communism, especially its American re-
presentative, impresszed them unfavorably and they
could- not swim with the current of the new move-
ment. The enormous -errors, previmptiousness and
tactlessness of the Party leadership are partly res-
ponsible for this calamitous state of affairs, Amer-
ican Communism should have been & natural growth
out of the soil of the pre-war movement represented
in part by the I. W. W. The early years of the Party
were weakened and hampered by this failure and the
I. W. W. movement. alienated from Communism,
lost itz old-time vigor and passed into.an inevitable
degereration and decline,

But despite the fragedy of the after-war vears
the earlier work of the . W. W. militants — and St.
John in the front vank — retains all its validity.
They wrote much of the tradition of the American
revolutionary movement in letters of fire that will
never be extinguizhed. The modern movement of
Communism, which is the heir to their achievements,
should value this tradition highly and honor the me-
mory of the men why made it. The memory of Vin-
cent 5t. John will always be a treasure to the revo-
lutionary workers of America in their aspiring strug-
gle for the workers' world.

For those who knew “The Sdaint” as a man and
friend his untimely death brings a deep and poignant
grief. He was a most admirable personality — brave
and resolute, loyal and honest. He was a gifted
and inspiring leader and organizer who gave himself,
throughout the years of youth and manhood prime,
untiingly and unzpavingly to the workers’ cause.
And with the highest executive qualities he combined
the vare gift of friendrhip, of warmly homan ecen-
sideration and concern for others, of loyalty in per-
sonal relations, which bound men te him in life-
long affection. Those who were so bound to him, whe
knew the warmth of hizs handelasp, enshrine ‘his
memory in their hearts along with the best me-
mories of the great cause for which we live and
strive.

Hail and farewell, Eoldier, Man and Friend!

Gastonia in Danger

CONTINUVED FROM PAGE ONE

movemeaent of defenze 1o the exclusion of all other
working class forees, Instead of solidarity they
showed dissension: instead of uniting the movement,
they divided it. The mass movement aroze in epite
of them. The momenium of the movement swept over
these triflers and succeeded in  becoming a power
despite these reactionary leaders. The policy of In-
ternational Labor Defense in those days brought it
the support of hundreds of thousands of workers,
increased its prestipe, and called into existenc: the
largest mass movement the country has ever seen
since the strongest days of the Mooney fight.

Grave conseguences will be reaped by the defense
unless this policy is adopted by the Communists and
the I. L. D, in the Gastonia fight. Up to now, the
defense work and agitation has been conducted on a
most narrow and irresponsible scale. The united front
has been sunk without a trace, Instead of welcoming
outside support, the Party has repulsed it. Instead
uf inviting united aid, the Party has preferred to
proceed alone in Tte “pure” ultra-“‘Left” madness
The Gastonia "onity"” conferences of the 1. L. D. have
been organized on the most limited basis conceivable.
In Chicago, the frivolous Stalinist dabblers refuzed
to seat the delegates of the Communist League (Op-
position at the defense conference because — they
are “counter-revolutionaries”. We denounce this as
a criminal attempi to carry on the factionally corrapt
splitting game of the Stalinists at the expense of the
Gastonia defendants.

There is not the slightest reason why the Left
wing cann0ot arouse a broad inclusive movement for
the defense of Gasionia on the same scale as the
movemeént we setl into motion in defense of Sacco
and Vanzetti. There is not the slightest reason why
the unity Ffor sepport and defense of the Passaic
strike cannot e repeated in the case of Gastonia,

Gastonia i= in danger! The labor movement in
the South has the krife to its throat. Every worker
must answer. The bapner of unity, not the flag of
gsectarian isolation and partisan primmacy, can become
the standard that will rally every honest el:ment in
the working clasz to the stirring appeal of Gastenia,

Tempus Fugit

“The leader of the Canadian Communist Pa:.y,
unfortunately, used to be an ex-comrade by the name
of Bpeector.” — Jay Lovestone, The Comunist, Janu-

ary-February, 1920,
" Tempus fagit! The lea .metican Com-
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