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Dear Friend:

The latest press despatches tell n; a j-:mrr.ey __nt
Preobrazhensky to Moscow for negotiations with the
Central Committee. There is not th_e slightest d;}lb;
that these capitulators and compromisers u_f rt'm.-‘t ir
draft will be made fools of. 0f what pal,rtmpntmnhm
the Party different from that of Zinoviev arf 'T. .3!1..r
dreaming?  Branded as a capitulator, Zinoviev sits
in silence, afraid to move, not knowing wh?lt t;
expect. We, meanwhile, dre actively, t uujzf
slowly, preparing the future, forming the cadres ﬂd
young Bolsheviks. What' pesition between us an
the Zinovievists do the new capitulators expect 2o
occupy? It is doubtful if they themselves have aTw
clear idea of that. They :EI&"L"E the hope that ‘Fm::ﬁ
slavsky will purge their brains, after which they w}: ,
have to crawl out of t'li:n awanﬁ m::;tu a clean spot, by

ns increasing their authority.

e Ir,“eTHhev assert that the disagregkments have almost
dianppearhd. How do they exp'llam the :ahu:l_ i:ht?r-
acter *of the repressions? Exile, and hard-labor
prisons for Bolsheviks in the absence of wvery deep
and irreconciliable disagrgemeqts,l could only be tir!e
result of a completély 'unprincipled burepucraiic
banditism. That is just the poliecy of the btalmls.Fs.
if you take the point of view of Radek and D'LI:}EEE.
But in that case, how do they da_re murmur -'ﬂh 1?,
agnion with these political ha_nd:t_s who, without
grounds in prineiple, are imprisoning our comrades
in hard-labor prisons condemning them to ban-
jehment, and sometimes to death?

WHAT CAPITULATION MEANS. _

We never characterized the Stalinists so mercl
lessly and annihilatingly as Radek does, agamst ]ui
will, as a result of the mere faet that he has g0
lost in this forest of three trees, crawls out, falls
again, scrambles away, tries to get up, :lnl.] 'Fa'i'!s
down again. We have thought, a:}d we st_ll_l think,
that the Stalinists are not unthmkm?: Pnht:cnl ban-
dits, for they have profound and prmmplgd reasons
for their merciless persecution of us. It is & poor
statesman who takes a political line in short frag-
ments; not asking himself what elements are _cnrrying
out that line and for what reasons. Having got
into an economic blind alley, the Stalinist qadres.
gritting their teeth, are carrying out a left zig-zag,
which by foree of circumstances and of the struggle
iteelf has carried them much farther to the left than

they wished. Nine-tenths of those cadres  are
dreaming of getting back at the first opportunity
upon a more “healthy”, “normal”, ‘mational” line,

and hate us mortally exactly because h:,r. our Uncom:
promizing attitude we prevent their doing it A
capitulation of the Oppeosition ~:vm_zld mean: a) tf-n-
demning ourselves to a Zinovievist vegetable exist-

énée — nature Knows no more H-'hﬂ.l‘nﬂf:l.ll‘ thing, and
b} an immediate swerving of the Stalinists to the
right. ‘

I1. The question of the Comintern does not

in the leazt interest the advocates nfl -:Ppitu].atiun “in
one country”’.  The national-socialistic program of
the Comintern worries them very little. Th?y re-
concile themselves with light hearts to the Lpnht:{r of
adventurism which, in Berlin as in Canton, 18 rdemgrt-
ed to restore the revelutionary reputation of
Centrism, Meanwhile the continued persecution of
the Opposition is hopelessly decomposing the cadres
of the. Comintern. Everything is being trampled
and defiled by the boot of bureauncratism, How s'!'mil
we heal this affliction? It is guite simple: capitu-
late before that same boot!

111, A revolution is a mighty devourer of
people. In the older generation there is an immense
percentage of devastated souls among the ruling
majority — and no small percentage among the
Opposition.  The reaction is in full course in the
Party and the Comintein, reflecting the general
gwing of class forces om a world scale. In sun:t‘l
circumstances withdrawals and capitulations inf_tﬂ-
tably stand on the order of the day. Bolshevism
from 1907 to 1910, and again from 1814 to 1917,
passed through a whole series of such departures,
splittings off groupings and individual capitulations.
Only by way of such self-cleansings and self-clari-
fyings could it have grown and strengthened rfm'
the October victory., We are not in the least fright-
ened by the withdrawal of comrades, even those with
the most “respected” names, By the example of
their waverings we will teach steadfastness to the
young.

THE USE OF THE BOURGEOQIS PRESS.

IV. What a pitiful and cowardly falsity iz the
“Yes-yes” of these new capitulators to Yatlu;lnvﬁk},r
and company, in regard to the imperfniuﬂ{blhty of
employing the bourgeois press. Was it necessary to
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stoop to such triviality? Through T. A. 8. 5. (the
official press agency of the Soviet Union. — Ed.)
the Stalinists are propagating in the. bourgeois press

of the whole world a monstrous lie and slander against

us, gradually preparing a justification for meas-
ures of blood repression. And we must not dare
tell the truth about curselves in that =ame press?!!
The Stalinists dicker with the bourgeciz police and
with the reactionary diplomats to prevent our admis-
gion into one country. They compel the Norwegian
Communists together with the reaction to destroy
the right of asylum. They compel the official Com-
munist press to accompany this- reactionary police
work with wild persecution and slander, which
creeps into the pages of the whole hourgeois press,
And we must modestly and sweetly keep silent,
obedient to a resolution of the year 1905 which was
adapted to the conditions of a revolutionary Party,
and not to the reactionary work of a Thermidorian
bureaucracy attacking us in sacred union with the

— ———— _——————]
capitalist police of all Europe!
One thing iz clear: we have
before us of long stubborn struggle and work of
education. We must renew our ranks. Let
those withdvaw who are not strong enpugh for this
wolk. Some of them, having wandered and wa-
vered, will come back to us. And we by then will
be stronger. We must prepave to replace them in
the spirit of adamantine Bolshevik irreconcilibility.
Along with the work among the masses on the basis
of our platform, we must deepen our work of edu-
cating the youth, not sparing our strength even to
win one person. We need a deepened propaganda
on a world scale, Every sevious Bolshevik ought
to have arcund him several young people, leading
them from day to day into the sphere of the funda-
mental questions of Marxism and the international
revolution.
Constantinople, May 23, 1929, L. D, TROTSKY.

IN THE NEXT IS3UE: A letter just re-
ceived from comrade Trotsky on “Radek and the
Opposition”, dealing also with the reply of
comrade Trotsky written in exile at Alma-Ata ts
the thesis of Radek.

the perspective

THE PROGRESSIVES MEET

This *“Conference .for Progressive Labor Action™
was more a sympbton of the processes at work than
an event of importance in itself. It will not shake the
throne of a single king of trade onion reaction or
even upset the szwivel chair of any of its lower
mercenaries. MNevertheless it has an importance for
those who examine the happenings of today in the
light of the dynamie forees making for future changes
— that is to say, for the Marxists, Not even a confab
of progressive windjammers happens without cause.
The development of the new progressive movement is
following the line of the analysis and forecast of our
Platform just as precisely as it is confuting the
Party Convention’ thesss of bhoth groups of the squab-
bling bureaucrats which were coneerned only with
the attempt to adapt themselves fo the latest zig-zag
of Stalin Centrism in the Comintern rather than with
an analysis of the actualities of the American move-
ment and inferences proceeding from such an
analysis.

The holding of the progressive conference and the
attemipt to give the movement a nationa! form and an
organizing center are evidenee that the half-conseious
revolt in the labor ranks against the paralyzing rule
of the black reactionaries is growing. The conference
was above all an expression of thiz movement from
belgw. This is the outstanding fact, and those who do
not understand it, who tiy to -dispose of the whole
affair with sophomoric denunciation and childish
misrepresentation — the Daily Worker's contribution
— will never be able to undertzand anything. First of
all it is ‘mecessary to see and understand the move-
ment from below and then seek the tactic whereby
its development along the line of effective struggle
and revolutionary understanding may be facilitated.

SOCIALISTS AT THE CONFERENCE

The Socialists appeared at the conference as the
divecting element — discreetly behind t,'hn_z scenes for
the most part, it is true, but more or 1?£$ in cha}-ge
of things and working like a well organized steeving
committee whenever the proceedings lagged or the
pre-aranged program encountered obstacles. This
also is an .important fact. The emergence of ti'_mse
heroes with paper swords in their hands on the field
against Green, Weoll and Company, after years of
shulking subservience in their train, represents a
change .in the appearence of things. They are h&n}g'
blown to the front by the wind of a new movement In
the workers' ranks. The stupid tactics of the Com-
munist Party enly clear the way for them and there-
by help to prevent the new movement from developing
its real implications of struggle. The “new ].I"E”. of
the socialists serves to strengthen then position just
as the “new line” of the Communists seyves Lo weaken
and isolate them. These simple and cbvious facts stand
put above a bale of theses. . .

The “Confercnce for Progressive Labor Action” i
not ahead of the workers' movement it seeks 1o re-
present but behind it. The movement has impulses
toward militaney. These leaderz in the main dampen
this spirit and hold back the struggles. The atmos-
phere of their conferences was thick with caution,
imidity and fear. The solemn warning of Norman
Thomas that the demand for a labeyr party is “too
vadical Tor the labor men™ although he himzeli of
comyse is heartily in favor of it,—a sentiment echoed
by his socialist confreres — is an  indication of the
rahbit-like boldness of these latter-day wsrriors
against reaction.

ROLE OF PROGRESSIVE LEADERS.

They aim to strike a balance between the a'u.-a'i»:e:_-.-
ing workers and the A. F. L. officialdom whi:chﬁ'll]
veconcile their co-existence and leave a dignified
place for themselves as “leaders” of a sort. It is
their poliey to be radical enough in talk to catch the
sentiment of the discontented worker, and to be con-
servative and cowardly enough in action to dodge any
real clash with the reactionaries. The removal of
Calhoun, himself a pink-hued liberal confusionist,
from the teaching staff of Brookwood College, on the
heels of the conference, was meant to mollify Woll
and Green and convince them that the Muste pro-
gressives do not really mean to fight them,

In all thizs the progressives run true to form. Such
contradiction between words and deeds, such con-
fusion and cowardice, are the very éssence of “pro-
gressivism” in its leading staff. All this should be
‘known in advance and taken for granted by Com-
munists. It is only those who have placed too much
confidence in- th ~to will suffer from disapoint-

But what about the movement they express which
iz indubitably a growing one? — this is the guestion.
How ecan it be broadened and developed, how ean it
be steered away from reformist stultification into the
path of class struggle and the influence of the revol-
utionaries expanded? In our opinion it would be a
grave error for the revolutionavies to stand aloof
from it. As the movement takes shape locally and in
separate unions the Communists should penetrate it
and foree it to the left. The fact that the progressive
leaders do not want this “help” and that the socialist
party elements especially will try by all means to pre-
vent it, is no serious argument against such a tactic.
This attitude of the progressive leaders only facilitates
the exposure of their fraudulant claims before the
workers and helps to prepare the ground for the con-
solidation of a more aggresive leadership and the
strengthening of the position of the revolutionary
elements,

FALSE TACTICS OF THE PARTY.

Their game is only aided by the tactic of bharking
at the movement from the sidelines of isolation. Such .
a course which the Party is now following is not only
wrong and futile from a tactical standpoint, It 95 a
direct repudiation of the tacties elaborated by the
Second, Third and Fourth Congresses of the Com-
munist International and applied in practice through-
out the yearvs of its growth and progress, '

Unfortunately the Official Communist Party is on
thiz false path today. Our Party, like the other sec.
Lions of the C. L, is being forced into all kinds of
ultra-left idiocies to “make good” for the’ crimes of
Stalin opportunism in the Anglo-Russian Committee
and the menshevik poliey in the Chinese revolution.
The prezent policy of “having nothing to do with the
progressives' is just as wrong az the game of sub-
ordinating everything to them and supporting them
without criticism which was played until a short time
ago. The rabid and senseless leftism of today resulted
from the opportunisin of yesterday and will be
Tollowed tomorrow by another swing to the right.
This is Stalinist Politics,

The catastrophic results of the eurrent infantilism
are already foreshadowed in the growing isolation of
the Party and the weakening of its position. The
entire movement of radical labor will suffer for this
policy, perhaps for years to come. The policy of the
Party iz directly against the interests of the unfold-
mg workers' movement. The trend of events ypill
make this all too clear as it is already clear to those

-who-apply the critevia of Leninist tactics.

PLAIN TALK NEEDED.

Silence in the face of these ecnormous errors, or
lackey-like acquiesence in them has nothing in com-
mon with revolutionary duty. Such an attitude befits
only religious cretins who register approval of all
decrees from “‘above” automatically and in advance,
or zoul-less place-hunters on the make. Fewer decrees,
fewer hypocritical endorsements and confessions, less
sutomatic hand raising; more honest thought and
plain outspoken talk—this is what the Communist
movement and the whole radical workers’ movement
of America needs,

It is now time to check the new line of phrase-
mongering leftism against cxperience and draw the
hglancu against it. Tre revolutionary proletarian
wing of the Party must foresee the cumulative harm
which a persistence in this course will bring and
begin now a stubborn and deterimined fight to change
it. An honest, conzcientious fight for Leninist policy
on a single important question, such as the trade union
question, will inevitably lead itz protagonists into the
zeneral communist struggle against the whole regime
uff bureaucratic centrism. The broader the scope of
thiz fight and the swifter its tempo the sooner will the
errors be corrected and the Communist ranks be
united on the line of Leninisn.

NOTE

The publication of the report sent in by Comrade
Konikov of the shoe strike situation in- Boston has been
unavoidably delayed on account of the conference ma-
terial. Comrade Celia Cooperstein is active on the
Executive Strike Committee. Comrade I, Cooperstein
and Comrade Kleinfield of Chelsea have been active
as pickets, The Stalinites have followad *“heir usual
tacties of first trying to get merk sntrol of the
movement and when the—- © to disrupt- it.
Details of the lesson i follew in *"-
next jssne.




