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 YHE MILITANT

 "Mar fLIfF 1929

A Page of Letters from the Militants

An Ilinois Coal Miner

Springficld, Il
Dear Comeade Cannon:

First, [ wan: to congratelate you for the Militant. T lock
forwssd for cach wsue. 1 am going to do ail I can and se
to 4t that the miners of lihnos hep to make the Militant a
weekiy 23 soon as possaie, 1 think tnac the articie by comrade
Swebeck on the mnng situation several issues back was a very
important - one—an ariicie that will greatly help the work
in the Mational Mioers Union. .

PMow a few words on the convention of the Ilinois Minsrs
just eaded in Peona. s

ltealizing that the minces of Illinois are beginning to revolt

agunst his bankrupt policies and thar the Mational Miners

Union is saking inroads in the districe, Fishwick (miners
call him Weakiish) convencd the 32nd conseculive and _.T"l;h
biennial conwvention in Peoria, five weeks ahead of time, on
March 26th which ended on April 1ith. The convention was
in scmsion 14 days costing over $170,000 of the minzsrs’ hard-
earncd dollars which the Fishwick machine robbed them of
through the check-off system. And the resuits of the con-
vention will cause no rejoicing among the mincrs, On the
contrary some of the miners call it the *Lews-Fishwick Funeral
Convention,” while other miners wouldn't say ous loud with
women around what they think about the convention and
what they think in private wouldn't be fit to print.

Fishwick was forced to eall chis convention because the last
few months has witnessed 2 significant increase in the struggles
of the Illinois mincrs—an upward surge in the strike wawe a-
gainst wage cuts, the speed-up system, rationalization, and gen-
eral worsening of working conditions. This is a sign that the
miners’ streggle in Ilinois is being intensified by the increassd
antagonisme arising out of the last treacherous wage-cut agree-
nent. that was forced down the throats of thé miners by Fish-
wick-Lewis-Company. The fact that mine after mine i3 clos-
ing down all over the state proves that even the last wag: cut
is not yer satisfactory to either the coal operators or their
flunkeys in the U. M. W.

Fishwick’s purposs in calling the convention was to lull the
militancy of the miners to sleep, to get an endorsement of the
last treacherous wage cut agrecment, to prepare the way for
3 fake fight against Lewis by first making J. H. Walker an
official of the Nlinois mincrs and then running him against
Lewis and finally to defeat the growing National Miners Urion.

To a certain extent Fishwick's plans were succesful and thas
because the Party made no preparations toward an efficient
struggle. Kruss, the so-called district organizer, is responsible
more than anyone for the failure of the Peoria convention. No
efforts were made to get delegates through the local unions
for the convention and at DPeoria no effores were made o or-
ganize the delegates that came to the convention in oppodtion
to the Fishwick-Lewis machine.

Now Fishwick wasi®t so surz of this convention with un-
employment getting worse all the time, with mines closing
down every day, with spontaneous strikes throughout the state
gCgurring more and more against the wage-cuts, the last agree-
ment, loading-machines, ere. Dishiwick and his machine quaked
in their shoes.

The fact chat Fishwick called the cenvention five weeks
shead of time shows that he was afraid of what the future
might do to hin and his machine with the siiuation getting
worse all the time. The fact that Fishwick called the conven-
tion in Peoria inszead of East St. Louis as it was decided upon
at the list convention lield in 1928, shows thar Fishwick was
afraid of what the rank and file members might do to him.
Peoria is an o'd camping pround of the Fishwick machine,
while East St Louis and the territory around it cmploys
over one half of the Ilinois miners, ~Fishwick was afraid of the
fank and file members marching on the convention and takirg
gway the orgamizatory machinery from him. Angd this would
in all probability have happeaed if the convention had been held
in East St. Louis and that is the reason why Fishwick changed
eo Peoria. With the existing cenditions prevalent among the
miners, thousands of miners could have been organizzd for
the purpese of marching to Peor:a.

But fo course Kruse is too busy organizing gangs to break
up Trotsky meetings and expeliing Communists to piy any
attention to the mincrs situation or building the National
Miners Union.

Give my greetings to Max and Marcy, and I press your
hand warmly,

Yours for ours,

JOSEPH ANGELO

A Worker on an Oppositionist
Cleveland, Ohlo
Dear Comrades:

I Lave geceived a copy of your paper, where I obsceved the
list of cxpetied Communists, among taem Joseph Keller, whom
I have known tor some time. Jutncugh [ am not a member
of the Party, my sympathy for Communism s the same as
that of the said comrade. | work at various jobs and am com-
pelled to move frequently from ome place to another, and this
was one of the mun reasons thai 1 could not join Communist
Party. However, 1 have consributed according to my meagre
income toward radical movement in America, and could boldy
claim that as fac as material help is concerned, 1 have never
been shy in digging inwo my pocketbook, The object of this
letter however is not to brag about financial help rendered
therein, but to enlighten your readers as to the past activity of
comrade Kellee, .

[t was in 1915, when duc to the rapidly rising prices of
food, workers in the Youngstown stecl mills were forced to
go on strike, Comrade Keller worked then at the Republic
Iron and Steel Co., where he occupied a bright spoet of militancy.
Though he was only 19 years of age, his fdlow-workers sel-
ected him gz a member of the strikers’ committee. Since we
had several scabs that were employed ac the various depart-
ments, our duty was to persuade them peacefully if possible
from pecforming such a filchy trade. One evening 35 we came
from the hall, where we met, we noticed that at the wvery
small enrrance there were stationed about ten company guards-
men, who appeared a3 though they were expecting somcone to
protect. About four hundred of us stopped there for a while
and soon we noticed that a certain man, whe was employed
by the company as a pipefitter got out of an automobile, with
the dinner pail in his arm, Workers that were on strike and

who knew this scab, soon began yelling for his scalp. The
scab pulled 2 gun from his pocket with the threar that he
will shoot anyone that dares to approach him near enough.
Imagine our predicament when four hundred men would not
dare to touch this louse. Well, comrade Keller as a very in-
significant leader of the strikers certainly done his duty, when
he gave the ocder to follow him as quickly as possible. He
asked this scab to go home.  The scab screamed something
desperate and pointed his gun at Keller.  All' of us stood there
aghast and seemed to be completely helpless. However, we soon
waked up, when there was a shot from the pointed gun of this
scab. Comrade Keller theew himself upon this scab, because as
Ie told us later, he could never face his fellow-strikers as a
confident leader, and he thereby was willing to- sacrifice his
life ‘mercly to prevent onc scab from betraying ws workers in
our struggle for a betrer living conditions. The buller from
that shot went thru the overcoat sleeve of comrade Keller,
and this was our greatest joy, because we were almost sure that
he was shor in a2 more dangerous spot. Ever since thar day,
I have made Eeller my best friend and comrade.

This is not to say any praise about him, but merely to point
out that he is an henest worker who could not get along with
the dirzy practices of King Isracl Amters gang. As [ under-
stand, he was always fighting for honesty in dealing wich
finances, and the King certainly did noz like to hear criticism
by comrade Keller. '

1 wish you much success in your scrap with the burcau-
cratic machine of Lovestone’s gang.

M. B

A Pittsburg Worker
Pitesburgh, IMa.
Dear Comrade Cannon:
Being onc of the pioncer members pf the Communist Parcy
in Pittsburg and having participated in its organization and
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The Expelied

As we go to press we are intormed from Chicage by cemrade
Swabeck that tem more comrades have been cxpelled from
the Party by the District Executive Committee on changes of
sympathy with or support of the Communist Opposition.  We
expect to have their names for publjcation in the mext issue of
the Militant. Below we print the names of another number
of comrades who have been expelled by the Party burcaucrats.

New York City
ROSE KARSNER, former secretary Fo 5. R, assitant secperary
of I. L. L%
SAM GINSBERG, member of Russian C. P, since 1917, Join-
ed W. P. in America in 1925,

Eoston

Chicago

L. LISOVENKO,

ELSIE MYERS
Wiio Are the Expelled Communists

O, K. VOTAW—joined Machinists Union, 1720 and secrec-
ary of his local since 1923, Delegate o 5t Paul Central
Labor Union, 1922-24, and since 1927, Lxpelled trom C, L. U.
for Communist activities in 1924, but ge-clected annually by
local and refused scat by LCxecutive Council of A. F. of L.
Delezate State Federation of Labor since 1924, Delegaie since
1922 o Districe 77 of Machinists Union and District secretary-
treasurce since 1923, Joined Communise Party in 1922, Ac
foundation convention of Farmer-Labor Federation, Delegates
to all local and state conventions of Federation and Association,
and expelled from latter for Communism in 1925, St. Paul
Pacty city secretary in 1926, On Districr Party Commattee
since 1925 and on Polcom since 1926, Expelled from Iarty,
Movember 14, 1928,

JULIUS ROSEN-—Volunteered in Russian Red Army in 1920,
at age of 19, Had previously worked with a partisan group
in the Ukraine against its occupation by the counter-revolution-
ary troops of Petlura. Joined Party in U, 3. as Detroiz branch
chartee member in 1922, Recently organizer of Sireet nucleus
No. & and agit-prop dicector of section committec, Remoyed
from all office and finally expelled for support to Opposition.

SOL LANKIN—Joined Philadelphia Y. W. L. in 1927, be-
coming one of first organizers of Strawberry Mansion English
branch and member of executive committee, Became member of
D, E, C., being at head of Sports Committee, director of work
among unemployed, secretary of upholsterer's youth fraction.
Arcested numerous times in Philadelphia and once in Chester,
Pa, during organizing campaign at Irving Knitting Mills.
Carried out League work in C. M, T. C. Expelled in MNovember
1928 for supporting Opposition.

JOSEPH FRIEDMAN—Jeined Y. P, 5. L. in 1924. Organizer,
educasional director, etc., of various units of organization and
member of City Central and Ciry Executive Committes {New
York). Leader of Left wing movement, for unity with Y. W, L.
and for bresking with Socialist party. Supported Communist
vicket in 1927 clections while on C. E. C, of Y. I 5. L.
Suspended from Y. P 5. L. for inviting Communist speaker
to Y. P. 5. L. mass meeting. Joined Young Workers League
in 1928, Leader of Communist fraction at Caty College
{evening session). President of Vote-Communist—Foster-for-
President Club at College. Expelled from Y. W. L. for support-
ing Opposition in December 1228,

An Appropriate Appointment. . ..

We note that the new sccretary of the Jewish Section
of the Iaternational Labor Defense is N, Schasfer, formerly
of Cleveland and Chicago. The same Schaefer was expelled
from the Workees Party in 1925 by the unanimous vote of
the Political Committee.” The reason for his expulsion was
that he misused his post in the Party to steal 2 considerable
sum of money entrusted to his care. Some time later he was
reinstated into the Party by the Lovestone Central Committes
for his loyalty to the faction. He paid his debt to the Party
by participating in the gangster attack upon the Opposition
meeting in Cleveland a couple of months age when he cut spen
the head of our comrade Keller with the leg of a chair
Schaefer’s new appointment by his factien to the pesition in
the 1. L. D, is therefore highly appropriate.

el

struggles and always tahen a keen interest im its policy up to
the peocsens time, my intcrest was not only concentralcd on
theoretical discussions but also in the geal propaganda and
agitation and organization work in the steel amalis. The fact
that I've been blacklisted from several mills is ample proof
of my activity.

I've opposed the Lovestone clique since it was organizad,
and as wsual I was the mark for unjust and particular criti=
cisim oo the part of the professional factionalist, the dis=
trict organizer J2kria, which made it impossible for me to re-
tain my standing, Consquently 1 dropped out of the Party
two months before the expulsion of the “Trouskyisis” from
the Party and the formation of the Opposition Group. Swoce
then 1've read several copies of the Militant and I agree
100 per cent with the policy of the Militant and comrade
Trotsky and the Opposition. Therefore 1 pledge myself to
do all in my power to help our cause in accord with the
policy of the Opposition.

I sincecely make a warm appeal to all the Greek Pariy
members and sympathizers to read the program of the Opposi-
tion, for I'm sure that you will agree with it il you analyze
thoroughly., Do not believe the untrue rumcors against the
Opposition spread by the bureavcratic clique.

Down with bureaucratism in every Communist Party in
th: world! ' ' ' -

JAMES SIFARIS

From a Steel Worker

Youngstown, Ohio
Dear Comrades:

I am sending you ten dollars as a starier. We must have
not only a2 weekly press but a daily press in order to fighe
these burcaucrats and cowards and bring the Comintern back
to Lenin's pelicy. '

DENIS PLARINOGS
AP AP AV AV

Arilag

Splt_ers in St. Louis

At a May Lay conference called by local 107, Amalgamated
Clothing Workers of $t. Lows, to which numerous working
class organizations sent delegater, W, Matheson, delegate from
the Communist Party proposed that the program for the united
May Day mecting be based on three points:  Fight against ime=
perialist war; Fight against wage-cuts, speed-up, unemploy=
ment, for shorter hours, ete.; Defend the Workers' Soviet
Republic and fight against all its enemies. When this pro-
gram was unanimously accepted, comrade H. L. Goldberg, of
the Militant Workers Club propesed that all delegates be seat-
ed.

A long discussion ensucd, for the Stalinites present, led by
Matheson, were ready to do anything te prevent the Com-
munist Opposition delegates: present from  participating in the
united May Day demonstration. Despite the offers of comrades
Elmer McMillan, Paul Thomas and H. L. Gelberg, of the
Communist Opposition  and  the Milieane Workers Club, 10
join with any working class erganization ready to hold a joinc
meeting, Matheson finally proposed that each organization holds
its own little separate May Day meeting. This was presented
in the form of 2 motion by the Stalinite caucus with the re-
sule that the conference broke up. The splitters had won their
point, at the cost of the solidarity of the St Louwis workers.

Another form of the campaign againge the Opposition was
demonstrated whea Elmen McMillin and H. L. Goldberg were
brought before the District Council  of the Painters’ Unlon
of which they are members, charged with being meombers of
a Communist organization and threatened with cxpulsion, As

“evidence™ the labor fakers produced copies of statements, -

letters, and morked copies of the Militant to show that the
two comrades were Communists endeavoring “'to break uwp the
union.” The socalled “evidence™ was mailed to the sccretary
of the IDMstrict Counecil by an unknown person. Bur some
of the material-—such as statements and letzers—had been dis-
tributed to only a small handiul of Party members in the
Morthside unit, and could have been obrained by the fakers
only from that source. ’

Who invented this new method of fighting “Troskyism™’

!:}J der.mmucing workers to the fakers in the trade uwnions and
invelving them with expulsion and less of a job in the trade?

Trotsky and the Fascisti

We take the following item from the New York Times of
April 21, 1929;

“The anti-Semitic journals are raking an active parc
in the campaign aimed at keeping Leon Trowsky from
(ierman soil, even as a patient at a health resore, and
their language is fully as violent as that of their tem-
porary comrades-in-arms, the German Communise fol-
lowers of Stalin. The Volkische Beobachetr, organ of
Adolf Hicler, is quoted as saying: “In the city of
Germany where this infamous fellow may have the

nerve to “take the cure” the Mational Socialist Labor,

Party (Fascisti) will look after the necessary enlighte
enment, 30 that this scoundrel, who has made a gigantic
cln':lips:.*; factpry out of Russia, will lose both hearing and
sight.! '

Der Hammer, another leading anei-Semiric publication,
voiced its feeling as follows, sccording to quotations in
other German papers: "We hope that Bronstein (Trot-
sky)" in case he dares to come to Germany, will be shot
down like a mad dog, as Herr Eisner (head of the short
lived Bavarian Soviet Republic) was at a time when
more healthy instinces still prevailed.” ™

The revoletionary worker who can read this ené moment,
and then read the comments on comrade Trowsky in the Stalin-
ite Party press. which is filled with the same vesnomous hatred
of the exiled Bolshevik as the Fascisti,—if this worker can
read the two without being overcoms by a sense of decpest shame
then he has Tost all vestige of working class spirit!! 3
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