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1 No.one but the clty industrial proletariat
jod by the Commuuist Parly, can save tho labor-
ing massce in the counlry from the pressure of
vapital and landlordiem, from disselution q:d
from imperialistic wars, evoT incyitable ns lung
as the cupltrlist regline eundurce, There is DO
ealvation for the peaxanta except 1o join 1ne
Communlst proletariat, to support with heart
aod scal its revolutionary slrugsle to throw off
the yoke ©f the inndlords and the bourgeolale.

On the other hapd, the {ndustrial workers
will be unuble to curry out their universal his
torlc mission, and to Juprate Bumanity from the
vondage of capltal and war, if they shut Lhem.
gelves within thelr peparate guilds, their DArTow
trade. Interests, and restrict themselves sclf.suf-
fclintly to s derlre Jor the fmprovement of thelr
gometimes tolerable hourgveois conditions of life.
That la what happens in most advance countries
posses~ing 8 “labor aristocracy,” which forms
the besis of the would-be partics of the Second
Interpational, who aTe, in fact, the wurst encmles
of Soclallsm, traitors to it bourgeois Jingoes,
agents of the bourgroisic In the labor move-
menut. The proletariat becomes & truly revolu-

tiopary class, truly Sociallst in its actlons, only
by acting as tbe vanguard of all those who
work and ere being exploited, as thelr leader
in the struggle for Lhe overtL.row of the oppress-
ors: and this cannot be achioved without carry-
ing the clars gtruggle ioto the agricultural dis-
tricts. without making the laboring masses of
tre country all gather around the Commuopist
Farty of the town proletariat, without the pras-
ants being educatcd by tke town proletariat.

@ The laboring &nd exploited MArses in the
country. which the town proletariat must lead
on to the fight, or at least win over to its
gide, are represcnted io all capitsiist countries
by the following groups:

in the first place, the agricultural prolet-
ariat. the hired lalLorers (by the Year, by the
day. Ly the job), making their livipg by wage
labor in capitalist, agricultural, or industrial
cstablishments; the independent organization of
this class, eeparated from the other. groups of
the country population (in a political, military,
trade, co-0opeTELIVE, educational sensc), and an
epvrpetic propaganda among it, in order to win
it over to the side of the Boviet powcer and of
the dictatorship of the proletariat, must be the
fupdamental task of the Communist parties In
all countries

In the sdcond place, the semi.prolelariat
or small prasants, lhose who make thelr living
partly by working for wagea in agricultural and
indust=lal capitalist c¢stablishments, partly by
tolling on thelr own or a reoted parcel of land
ylelding but a8 part of the pecessary food pro-
duce for thelr femilles; this cless of the rural
sopulatlon s rather numerous in all capitalist
countries. but {la existence and fts pecullar
position are hushed up by the reprezentatives
of the bourgeol: * and tbe Fellow ‘3'oclalista®’
efliated to the Secund loternational. Some of
these people intentiomally chleat the workers,
but olhers follow blindly the average views of
the public and mix up this special class with
the whole mass of the *peasantry”, BSuch a
method of bourgeols deception of the workers
\s used more particularly in  Germany aud
Freoce, end then in America and other countries,
Prov:ded that the work of the Commun'st
P'arty 18 well organized, this group I8 sure to
side with the Communiets, the conditions of
1ife of these ball-proletarians bLeing very hard,
the advanlage the Soviet power and the dic-
tatorship of the proletariat would bring them
belng eoorinous and immediate. In some count.
ries there 18 po clearcut distinction between
thesr Ltwo groups: it is, therefore, permissible
puder ceriain wonditiors o form them i{nto
separale organlzations.

In the third place, the 1tle proprictors,
the small farmerg who possfcss by rizht of
osnergaip or on rent small portions of land
which satisfy Ltho necds of their family and of
thefir farming without requiring any additional
ware labor: this part of the population am a
clases gains everylbing by the viclory of Lhe
prolelariat, which briogs with It: ay liberation
from Lhe pavinent of rent or of & part of the
crops  (for instance, the matayers Io France,
the saue arrengements 2 Naly, ete) to the
owners of large «stotes: b) asbolitlcz of all
morigages; ¢) sbolltion of mauy forms of pres.
sure and of dependence on the owners uf large
eslalens (forestn und thelr use, ele): 4) Im-
medlate Y ldp frosn Lthe proletrian state for
furm work (permftting use by pearants of tbe
spricultural Immplements and In part of the bulld-
inge on the Lig capltalist entates expropriated
by the proletarist, the immedisle transforma.
o by the prolelarisn »state power of =il
rural co-cperatives and agricu'iural companles.
whieti under thes ecapitalist rule were chiefly
sapporting the wealithy aud tbhe middls poas.
aRlry, luto Institutions primarily for theo sup-
port of the powr peasagtiry, that ls to say, the
i:::'l;“llﬁlhl. s ubproletariaps, small farroers,

At he same time 1Le Communist Parly
d"i'““’d “wi thoraugbly awurs that duripg the

Clutors i o thie proletarinl, &t least some
pi bl beeMathmn are Jueviiablde fu this class
in favor of uoresirieied fren irads and er;
wsé of Ihe riibis of privale propeny, For Luls
Clans, Lelug 8 seller of commodities (although
on & sumdl scale), I8 pecesesrily demors)ived

by profit-hunting and hnbits of proprictorship,
Apd yet, provided there % o conslslent prolot
arlan  policy -aud  the victorious  proleturiot
deals relentleesly with the ownele .of thie large
cslates aud  the lended peasanta-=the hesila.
uong of the cluss In guestlon will not Le vOD-
slderuble, und csnnot chnoge the fart that on
the whole this cluss will glde with the prolct
urian revolution.

2. All these three groups taken together
constitute the majority of the nururian pupula-
tion in all capitalist countries. This gunrantves
in f:ll tha success of the prolesarian revolution
not only in the towns but in tha counlry a8
well, The opposite view Is very widcly spread
but it persists only because of a syrtematic
deception on the part of bourgeols seience and
statlstics, They hush up by every mesns any
mention of the deep chasm which divides tLoe
rural cliszes we lLave indlcatad, frum the OX-
ploiters, the landewners and capitalists on the
one hond, from the Janded peusunts on the
othor IL holds further breeause of ihe incapacity
and the failure of the “"heroca' afiiliated toO
the yellow Second International and the “labor
aristocracy,’” demoralized by imperiallstic  pri-
vileges, to do genuine propaganda work among
the poor in the ‘country. All the ntteotion of
the opportunists was given and is being given
pow (o the arrangement of theoreticul and
pructical aogreements with the bourgeolsle, In-
cluding the landed and the middle pecasantry
(sce Paragraph concerning these ¢lussrs) and
not tu the revolutionary overthrow of the
bourgeols government and (he bourgeols clans
by the prolelariat. In the  third place, this view
persists because of the force of invclerate e
judice possessing already a greatl stabllity
(and conncected with all bourgeois-democratie
and parliamentary .prejudices), the (incupacity
to grasp & siuple truth fully proved by the
sMarxian theory and confirmed by ihe practice
of the proletarinn revolution in Russla. This
tristh coosists in the fact \:mt the peannnt
population of the threc clussed we have men-
tioned above, belng extremely oppressed, scat-
tered, and doomed to live in half-civilized con-
Jditions in =all tountrice, even in the most
advanced, is cconomically, socially, and morally
interested in the victory of Soclalism; but that
it will finally support the revolutionary pro--
Jetariat only after the proletarfat bas taken
the political power, after it bas done away
with the owners of the large estates and Lhe
capitalists, alter the oppressed MAsses are able
to see in practice that they have an arganized
leuder and helper sutficiently powerful and firm
to support and 1o guide, to show the right way.

The “middle peasantry,” in the ecouomic
scnee, consists of small landowners who pos-
goeses, acvording to the right ownership or
rent, portions of lapd, which, although small,
nevertheless may: 1) usunlly yield under capl-
taliet rule not only scanty provision for the
family apd the nceds of the farming, but also
the possibility of uccumuluting a certajn Bur.
plus, which, at least in the best years, cpuld
e transformed into eapital; and 2Z) necersilale
the euspluyment of (for instapca, in a family
of two ur thres members) wage labor. As a
concrete example of the middle peasaptry In
an advanced wapilalist couutry, we may lLlake
the eltuation In Germany, where, according to
the registration of 1917, there WwWias & Eroup
tillilng farms from five to ten acres, and In
these farms the number of hired agricultural
‘wborers made up about a third of the whole
number of farme o this group.®* In France,
the country of a greater developitnent of special
cultures, for imstunce, the vineyards, requiring
gpecial treatment and <are, the corresponding
group employs wage lobor probably In a scme-
what larger proportion.

The revolutionary proletarjat can not make
it fts aim, st least for the prarest future and
for the beginning of the period of the prolet.
arlan dictaturahip, to win this blaxs over to
its slde The proleturiat will have to coutent it-
sclf with neutralizing this clase, le, with
making it take a neutral positicn in the struggle
between the proleturint and the bourgeolaje.
The vacillation of this class is unavoldable, and
in the bepinping of the new epoch e predo-
mMmating tendency in the advanced capitalist
countriesa will be o favor of the bourgialsie,
for the fdeas and sentiments of private property
are characteristic of the posscusors. The viciori.
ous  proletariat will jmmediately Improve Lhe
lot of this cluss by abolishing the wsvetem of
rent and  morigage, by the introduttion of
mgehinery and olectrienl oppliunces Into ngri-
culture. The prolelarian stule power cannol At
once abolish private property Io most of the
capltallst eountries, Lut muet do away with all
dutlen wud Jevies lLinposed upon this clnws of
prople Ly the Jandlords; it will olso secure to
the smull and mide + peasantry the ownership
of thelr land holdluy  and enlarge them, putting
the peasants in po  sslon of the land thoy
used Lo rent (abolits of renis),

The combination -  puch meapures with a
rolvatices struggla . sinst the  bourgeolisle
guarsntees (Lo full su. =as of the nvatraliza.
tion pulky. The tranw) cu to collectiva  ngrl
cullure wurl be muansgeq with muech elreum.
spovilon sud wiep by stop, wid the  prolst
wrkun wlale power wmust yprocecd by the furce

of vrmmples without an violonie 1
A g taniry: ¥ Wi oward Lhe

. landnd poasants or farmers (Gross.
h“mﬁ-'n;r h;“:l caplwlints in apricullire, manag-
ing  thulr nds  usaally with nmer:l “hlnd
ubotcTa, They AT connected wli:h the “‘pias.
antry'* only by fthelr ruther low standard of
culture, their way of living the porsonil mab-
uel work of tueir land. This is the must numer
g elemeut of the bourgeois class, and the
declded encmy of the revolutlonary Tlmlt"l.ﬂlﬂl.l.
The chief attention of tho Communist Farily
in the rural dlstricts mus#t be given to the
struggle againet this elemunt, to the liberation
of Lhe Iaboring and exploited majorily of the
yural populution from Il}:ﬁﬁmﬂrﬂl and political

: theera explulicis,

lnﬂu::l]'::r Tlrja victory of the proletariat in. the
towns, this cluas will inevitably oppose It by
all means, from rabotage to open armed coumter
reyolntionary resislince, The revolationary pro.
leturint must, thercfore, immediately begin to
prepure the necessary {orce for the disarma-
ment of every single man of this class, and
toguther with the overthirow of the capitalisis
in industry, the proletariat inuet deal a relent.
s, crusling blow to this clase, To that end
ft. must armm the rural proletariat and organnizs
Qgoylets in the couniry, with no room for ex-
ploiters, epnd & preponderant  pleve must be
reserved to the proletarians and the seml-pro-
letarians,

But the expropriation even of the landed
pensants can by no means be an immeadiats
ohject of the victorious proletariat, consideving
the lack of material, particularly of technical
material, and further of the esocial conditions
necessary for the gocinlization of such lands, In
somo probably exceplional casea parts of thelr
vstates will be vconfiscated if they nare lensed
in small parcels, or if they are specially needed
by the wmall.peagant population, A free uss
yuust be also gsecured to this population, on
definite terms, of a part of the agricultural
machinery of the landed pensants, elc. As &
general rule, however, the state power must
leave the peasants in puossession of their land,
confiscating it only In cage of reslstance to the
government of the laboring and exploited peas-
unts. The experience of the Ruseglan proletarian
revolution, whose strupgle agalnst the landed
peasants became VCry complicated and prolonged
owing to a number of particular circumstances,
nevertheless shows that this clagg bas been At
lust taught what it costs to make Lhe slightest
attempt at resistance, and {8 now quite willing
to serve loyally the aims of the proletarian state.
It begins even to be penetrated, altbough very
glowly, by & rtespect for the government which
protects every worker and deals relentiessly
with the idle rich,

The snecific conditione which complicated
and prolonged the struggle of the Russlan pro-
leturint agalnst thelanded peasantry aflter the
avorthrow of Lhe bourgeolsie, conslst majnly in
the fact that after the coup d'etat of Oclober
25 and November7, 1917, the Russian revolution
traversed a ptage of “general democratic”™ act-
vally bourgeols democratic, etruggle of the peas-
antry as a whole agalnst tha landowners, and
there were further the low standurd of living
and scarcity of the urban proletariat, and,
finally, the enorinous dlstances and exceedlngly
bad transport conditions. lusofar as these ad-
verse copiditione do not exist in the advanced
connties, the revolutionary proletariat in Europo
and America must prepare with much more
energy aud varry out & much more rapid and
complete victory over the reslstance of the
landed peasantry, depriving It of all poasibility
of resletance This {8 of the utmost lmportance,

*considering that until a complete, absolute vic-

tory is won, the proletarian state power cannot

be regarded as secure and capable of rusisting
ite enemies.

6, The revolutionary proletariat must pro-
ceed to aun Immediate and unconditional cob-
fiscation of the estatcs of the lnndowners and
big lundlords, that is, of all those who system-
utfcally employ wage labor, directly or through
thelr tennnts, who exploit all the emall (and
not infrequently also the middle) peasantry in
thuelr nefghborhood, and who do not do any
netual manual work, To this clement belong the
majority of the descendants of the feudal lords
(the nobility of Russla,. Germany, and Hungary,
the restored eclgneurs of France, the Lords In
Englind, the formmer slave owners in America),
or *finnnelal magnates who have brfcome DaT-

tleularly rich, or & mixture of those two classes
of exploiters and idlers.

No propaganda ¢an be admitted in the
Communist parties in favor of an Indemnity to
b pald to the owners of large estates for their
exprupriation. Inm the present conditions pre-
valliong In Europe and America this would mean
treason to Bociallem and the imposition of &
new tux on the laboring and exploited masses,
wlo have alrosdy suftired from the war, whieh
has Inerecesd tho nuinber of milllonuires
Lhas multiplied thelr wealth.

~ In the advarccd capitaliat countries (he
Commyniet  Ioternntionnl  cousldors  that it
Thuuld p# & provalling practice to preserve the
arge  sgricultural establishmentsa and mMAaDuge
them on the Mones of the “Soviet farms” (o
Itusmiu.* In regurd to the menogeinent of the
erlnlon conflncuted by the victorious f'”hmm
from tho ownors of large lended property—the
provalling  practice {n Nuusly--the cause of
T I I
this landed property for the benoft of the
nntry, und In  compnrotively rare oxeopl
;uu t".l'u-ru & prewervalion of the soxallod “Hn
farm,” uiwinked by the prolutnrian stato at
i|l=-:“mw-. wid  trapsforming the former wa
aborors Inke workurs winployed by the s

bickwnrdpewa was tho pariition of

o



