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The Struggle Over The League of Nations.

\Wo -can R&Y, without fear of successful
dlctiun, that ithere Is very little interest
contra jn the Nght over the League of Nalions
’{n.nmuﬂi“t guariers. This I=s but natwral, Our
L?.—.:.»n on the League of Natlons was adopied
st o, ]t was ndopted even before the Leaguo
Jopg AEC e writteu, We did not huve to ses,
wgocinlista’ and lhln L...:bw“':.' whether
Nations was bascd upon "liberal®
the lm?f:ﬂ Dn:-lu-tller It was “‘demouvratic' or
pr*-lfi"‘-:_!l"r A 'Lruamtr- of capltalisl nations can ncver
just ‘“thing but 8 league of capitalist states.
ch ; Jengue MAY be based on the most “liber-
El;‘. L sJemocratic’” priociples —that cannot
sl 4 Communisis 1o the real nature of the
hlinrm gnymore than Cuminunista wre blinded
J;E‘ﬂft:u'ﬁh“m_dgmucm{!}' of Lhe capltalist states
4 8.
Slﬂﬂ:re liberals may oppos:: Lhls particular
ue of wutions, They may call lor rescrva-
Leak claritication, smcendments, ete. Or they
tiod, jde for the rejection of the whole coven.
undemocratic, Bul hetween such
. bernl*SU'““”‘“L” and Commuulst  opporition
the League there I8 a wide and unbridgealle
“-"I They must mever be confused. The danger
gull. fusion, of courge, les far less from the

llkg. the

of con ists  tha [ the liber

ide of the Communists than ol the liberals,
5 ecially, the puelty-bourgeols Soclalists, The
f;ﬂ,ﬂallﬁl" opposition to the League is of a

arirgated kind suited to their opportunism. The
X munist opposition l& crystal clear. The Com.
ﬁtﬂiﬂ nnalysig mercileesly exposes the nature
of the capitalist state. It Exiﬂlﬂhls to Lthe WwWorseras
that & combination of tap!m]ml Elalvs can ne\er
be anything better than its conslituent paris
OQur position requires also a critlecism of
libera] aud “Sociulist™  relations Lo Lthe
Such criticivm Is at the same Ume, o
criticism of liberalism and moderate soclalism
p its relation Lo imperialism. %

The election counlroversy has,l nowever, fur.-
nished us & new angie of approaca. Buperficially
it secms paradoxical that If l..hu league is what
we claim for it, un orgapizaticn of international
prigands, a league of capitalist impoerialist etates
inp furtherance of their selfish schemes of world
domination and exploitation, that a large gect.on
of the bourgeoisie in 1hig country,—and the
Yargest and most class-conecious FL_lllat—:fhuu]d
be opposcd to the League of XNationg. Nor 18
this eection of the bourgeoisie the anti-imperial.
i5t ¢lement., The bourgcuisie represcnted by the
Republican Party have alwavs been in Lhe fore
front, leading and pulding Lhe imperinlist policy
in the Phillipines, Cuba, South America, elc.
Even now, 4 writer in the N, ¥, Timces, October
rg—warns the Meaicans that Lodge, Knoux,
Hughes aund Fall stapd for lnterveutionin Mexico
—that & Republican victory at the polls means
war with Mexico apd the conquest of that count-
ry. nuuless indved the Mexicans are ready to
gsubmit gracefully (o the American capitalisis.
Why then are our Amernican imperinliste opposed
to the Imperialist lcague of Nations?

It is Indubitably true that the lmurgm:lr*.s op-
positlon in this country to the Leugue of Nations
is 1o eome exteut, sham, mere “politics” plaved
by politicians out of employment. Yet U<hind
this vell of sham there is a sincere bourgeols
opposition to Lthe League of Nalons convenant
The pature of this antagopism fe most clearly
geen when we analyse the defectlons from the
rcgular party ranks. Especially noleworthy are
the Hepublican defections They fall under two
beads, financiers sud publicists, educators, etc.,,

First as to the publicists, educators, elc,
the pro.lcapue Independents; they are the e3-
ponents of middle clasa democracy. Their polnt
of view I8 most aptly set forth in the words of
the banker. Thos. \W. lamont, in his lctter to
Edwin F Cay, publisber of the Evening FPost,
Mr Lamo* 8 own paper. Lamont writes A8
follows: *. -t, first a&nd last, the League Té
coguizes Lthat wars are duc largely to misunder.
slandings and misrepresentations, The cure for
wisunderstanding is cundid interchange of.views.
The antidote for misrcpresentation s common
eccessibility to the facts. The present League
creates an organization for the interchange of
lacts and of opinions. To prevent the Erowith
of distrust jg the vital need of the world to-duy
&nd to do that end, the l.engue is clearly de-
Blgned”, This ‘s the stock pacifist Tonception
uf the cnuse of wars It {8 because of this con-
ception that paclfists are continually scarching
fur hopest diplomuts who will candldly declare
their jdeas and policies,

Only the nalve, puerile brain of =& parcifist, or
the willfully perverted mind of a banker like

mont ean for & moment entertaln the thought
that & war which was rerponsible for the death
itd gtarvation of millions, the crippling of
willlons more, the most dreadful devastation
aVer wrought in the world's history, could in any
nnuner be due to mere misunderstanding, How-
€ver, It i8 ceonvenleut for Thomaps Lamoot 10
“ppear as pajye and simple as a chlld—profes-
#ing & total nnocince and ignurance of material
facts-ven thongh such knowledge is absolutely
lndlsponsiide fy .he Lanking trade of which he
0 one of the lending flgures.

The great American financlers, the firm of
Morgun & Co, of which Mr. Lamont is a partner

AVe peyur made a oeret of their aponsorship

Of tho Leapue of Natlons. In fact, they have
?r Rsodly whnre in the fruming of the Vorsallles
ace Tremty wud the langue Covensnt More
OYer, {0 go back 8 year and a hulf 1o our
hlllu:L it wus "Murgan & Co, who had & copy

the J'eace Trealy even bufure the Troaly

the
l.eague,

wng rifusied Lo the Bepale Ly WilsoD, and l:
the #ame time that 1he Governmont asked Lha
the terms be not inade public.

The struggle over the League of Natiops is

casentinlly a struggle bLeween two sets of CBD-
Itallsts, DLetween two  categories of capltal,
o wit, LARCE-FINANCE CAPITAL .and IN-

DUSTRIAL CAPITAL, Large finance-capital has
rpensored the J.oague from the vory beginning,
It wants the lLeugue and fs eiraining for Iis
creation. Induetrinl capital, on the whole, delesls
the League, It wants it destroyed or at least,
Its cocrcive power rendered nil

The antagonism of large finarre-capital and
Industrinl eupital lies In the natare of both
clawses of capital and thelr sprcial (nuctions in
the World War. The rnreat banks bave by thelr
Anancial dealings been bound hand and foot
to REurobpe Their solvency drpends upon the
solvency of European bourgeols goveruments,
Bankers huve poever been known to lend money
out of ycnerozity. The enormous/ AumS loannd
to France, England, Italy, <Checko-Slovakia,
Rumania, eic,, must be returned and with in.
terest, Default in payment means loss, insolvency
and bankruptey. The difference in attitude taken
towards FEurope Uy financlers and industrial
capiteiists ir most curiousiy shown by #flale
menis of returned travelers. Bankers on thelr
hownc-comming are, as a rule, pessimestic. The
v.lhiole burden of Eurvpe's troubles seems pivoted
on thelr shoulders. They talk of Bolshevism, de
preciation, starvation, Imminent bankruptcey In-
dustrinlista, on the other band, genperally malo-
tain their optimism. They speak of revIVIDE
trade, Incrensed buslness, renewed Incustrial
activily—though of course with “labor troubles™

The great  financlal capitalists bave &
gencral interest im the condition of capitalist
eocivly as a whole, The conditions In any oneé
particular Industry or group of industries are
of much less {mportance to them than the gen-
eral conditiops prevailing in industrial soclety
as a whoule, The politics of a natlon, its domestic
and forvign polley are of vital conrern to Lhem.

l.arge financecapital may be compared to Lhe
beart of a buge organism. It 18 the beart of
capitalism. Judustry, trade, commerce Bare the
veins and arteriles, the chapoels thal carry cap-
jtalismi's life blood to Its heart. Political and
goclal conditions =are the organic cooditions

wlich &id or retard metabolism geoing on In

the economic orgapism

it {s because# that American udance-capital
has to a greal extenpt bLeen funclioning as the
beart of European capitalist scciety that It 1is
50 profoundly and iotepsely iuterested In Eu-

ropean affairs, The rebuilding th reconstiruction,
the solvency of Europe s ils prune concern. It
has no tertitorial inoterests in the Eastern heml-
sphere--of that we shall epeak later, No wobder

then that it wapts peace in Furope, The long-
Ing for peace on Lhe part of our bankers is real
and cubstantial and pot cloudy The N, T.
imes, the mouthplece of Wall Street bankers
urged the Poles to muke peace with Boviet
Russla; certainly oot on account of Ita of
Dolsuevism. Aud whereas olkher newspapers

boastingly proclaimed the Riga Peace s Folish
victory, the Times soberly commented that it
was not Polish victory, but that it was &as
Joffe said, “a peace without victory;™ but
with a necessary pcace for the Poles as well If
not mwore eo than for the Russians FPeace s
becoming more and more recoguized as s con.

ditio sine yuo non for &auy rebabilitation In
Europe, The Amcrican finaocial caplialiste de-
gire the Lusiness of supervizicg the peace of

Europe. The mutual tealosles, economic, nafional,
racial and religious antipathies excited mwong
the smnall nativns must be quieted, This cun bte
accomplished by, at least this task can be ap-
proached by, & ecemingly neutral orgamazation
like the League, through the Internneddling of
and exira-European power like the United States.
Our l.eague Imerventloonists do not express this
thought crudely and in paked langunie. They
clothe it with beautiful, idealistic pbrascs. La.
mont, in the above.menlioned letter to Gay,
thus unburdeus himself, “Shall America equlp-
ped in  intellectual power and material o ore
gources to lead a8 world, now turn lier back anu
with clouded vislon, reject that moral leader-
ship WHICH THE LESSER NATIONS OF TIHE
EARTH ENTREAT HER TO AS3UME? The
Kipling brand of Immperiallsm dilated plaintively
on the “White Man's Burden”. Our mewer La.
montiun Imperialism tearfully echoes the burden
of tho larger npatlons.

The industrial capitaliste, and the rmall
bankers on the other band, do pol see things
in the same light as thelr larger financial
brothers. Thelr interests In Europe are remote,
not iutense; particular, not general. Thelr eyes
are on their own country. Domestic fssues,
as they call i, occupy their attentlon almost
cxcluslyvely, Thelr most Important forelgn irsue
ix the tariff, Indeed, it 18 significant that while
Hurding hus more than oncsa mentioned the
turlft In his cumpulgn kpe :hes, Cox has been
unifurmly sllent ou the s ject. As & result of
iz Jocalikm of Induririal  .pltal] the industrial.
sty are hardly Interes In the peace und
atability of Kurops. T« them Interference in
suropenn affalrs means  ealer taxution (alwayw
a nightmare), diverslin of Amerlean buslness
intercsts,  cmbrollinent In questions In which
they wre mot concerned, or concerncd but re
muotely,

Thero Is another factor which goes to
mako American fiperialisin hostile to & Loague
of Natlops. Our lmpuriallsm bas gravitated

clhilefy arvund that body of Ii;ﬂntihhllmr"::i’::
has gonv by the nemé of the Monroe poss i
Though It Is truc l'ruh.'h-r._n; H;H:]m-u l:nfnﬂ o
his Ao puilrl:r Ilnt l?‘fuilln:.' Ti. is in effect
growth of Amerjcan Imperia ' AT

+w doctrine applied 1o modern con -
it s in Euru and AmoTica
political clrcumstances 10 pe i ce
; ave riso lo that doctlrine having
1iI|I:m:: Ed The Monroco Doctrine, revivified bY
BT h of wodern imperialism is an eX-
”;ﬁan:icnr the fact (1) that Amcrican imperial.
fum {s too late to ¢ODEAES® the -wc.-ﬂidl na t.lht:
neld; (2) that by grograpbival pu:tﬂn:lx& 0
Weo.tern  hemispbere is the chnlcaﬂe ot
Am:;rlcnu fmperialist conquest. Ame “11:: e
perialism has spupht to retrieve its loss y “;u;
rope, Africa apd Asia by asscriiog all © :
Western hemisphere as the sole nnq e;ﬂlmt;l
monopoly of American .cupital, The rigbt ﬂti I.!:
Uni..d Btates to arbitrate the Eurcpean-Asia -
afairs luvolves the recognition of the right o
a l.cague of Naliops purpurting to represent the
whole world to interfere In matlers pertaining
to the Americans, In passing it Is we!l to nots
that participation in & League of Natloos Is
ip itself an abundoniment of the nriziqnl Monroe
Doctrine which has as iis first copditlon, non-
participation of the Upnited BStates in European
wars. American Imperizlism at present would
rather assert its exclusive dominion over the
ahole Western balf of the world, than sur-
render one titule of its woaopoly for the doubt-
ful privilege of entering iolo the European-im-
perialist areda

No doubt, American capital can enter the
League with reservations a8 to the Monroe
Doctrine. To those who worship legal formulas
and words, this affords consolation, History, bow-
ever, has bLrutally proven more than once the
worthlvssoess of words, the sterility of phrases
American lawyers versed in the constitntional
history of thelr country appreciate only too
well the ‘cheap value of reservations and inter-
pretations, American lmperialism goards its
treasure too highly to be decelved by prospective
reservationg or 1o galistic interpretation,

Our apa!ys.s has eshown that the League
coptroversy bas for Its base despite the camr
ouflage of {deologle phrases, s social economy;
this economy, the contliclting Interests of two
groups of the exploiting class, Both sides care-
fully, though to a largs extent, unconscioualy
conceal their economic interests, behind systams
of political philosophy and Ideology. Bome of
the participants In the controversy Interpret it
as a conflict beween the jdeas of nationallsm
and Intercationalism; others, betwcen selfigh.
nees and idealism: &till olthers as = conflict
buetween Americanism and Pro-Britishism., To the
Marxist, this s an interesting example of how
political systems and preval'ing prejudices are

shtcped and moulded in support of economic
class Interests. We should pever cerse insist-
Ing on this truth. More than that we should

ever be busy, studylng and ipterpreting hbistory,
currcnt as well as past, in the light of the
groat Marxian truths

Statement of G. E. B. of
. W. W,

(FROM DECEMBER 18 SOLIDARITY)

G. E B. BULLETIN,

Orn saccount of the articles appearing in
the O, B. U. Monthly, attacking revolutionary
organizations of this and other countries in a
m:anner which is contrary to the policy lald
down by the Geperal Executive Board at its
previous sessiony, and B0 many complaints com-
Ing inlo the Cepcral Qfice, the Ge~=mal Exe-
cutive Hoard has found it pecessary to remove
the Editor, John Sundgren, in order to maintain
harmony aod discipline in the organization.

(Signed) GENERAL EXECUTIVE BOARD.

VOTE ON THE REFEREXNDUM,

The wvote on the Third luternational having
been counted and tabulated, It was found that
all prupositions were defeated, and as many
resolutions and  protests were reccived from
industrianl Unions and Drunches, as well as
from Individual wembers, and as a majonty of
the G E. B. had eanctioned the withdrawal of
the referendum on the above proposition,—the

G. E. B, haus declared the bhallot vold—extopt-
Ing the Constitutional amendment of electing
G. E. B, wmembers direct by the Industirial

Uvuions that they represept, which was carried.
(S8igned) Chalrman, G, E B,

REPORT OF BALLOT COMMITTEE,

We, undersigned ballot commilte on refar-
endum of Third Interuational and Constito-
tlonal Amendment, bave mado a tabulation of

total vote «ust, and und the following to be
the result:

1t Propusition—YES: 602; NO: 1668
snd T'ropozition—YES: ¥13; NO: 1113
drd I'ropin lon—Y ES: 1111; NO- 954

The Nallet Conunittee finds 127 protest bal-
lots voling NO on all propositions of the Third
Internationul, that, therefors, defeat the ontire
referenduin on the Third Internatlonal,

We ulso ind 319 defective ballo
o Lo thrown out, 1 hatahat

Voto ou QConsUtutional Am .
YIS8:  2204; NO: :::.mm'
(Bigned)



