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yudicalism in ltaly.

I
TE LESSONS FOR AMERICAN WORKERS

For wecks past the capltalisg
fithed with blg aeadlines ab.ang
ltuly—hon the workers

HLY T h“q. .I-"”"II
the “revalutlon™

in e the e

pries liad  svized those  factorivs  any l:::..lfn;:-
pempted to o uperate them without g IH'FF"H-'!..
prom the metul factories the 1povenogg hnd
spread to other dndustries unill some 1649 or
wonr thonsand  jweturies o Haly we re iIn pos.

r‘l...:"_.n wl the workors, 1.]”1.;_ l"-pfﬂld'lhp‘ Ly lhl:"
'.,._H.,"H]-ir.{ pajifs WHs the lrredd et "::U"l.'lﬂt re
volution™ fo Italy which was long overdue

Phete something heppened which the
were ot very anxlous to explain. A conveutiem
ot the Italian Confederution ol |abor Lbeld in
_____ vomel and by oa vole of 12w gy a0
popon refured 1o endorse the =pontancolis gt
jo of the workers in seizing the factories ‘'
couvention «lsu refused W take the teat in;[cn]
sten— which Wwual L0 overihirow 1w Italian
Governmeat uand set up a Soviel  Govermpent
ws i Hinssin, ux the only wuy in which 1o insure
tnat Nalian industry would in the future be rup

hapuvre

for the beneiit of the working «lusx  without
private protit to the capitulist vlmss,
lostead  this convention ecalled uphon Lhe

spuwlerate’ Sociallst parlismentsry Eroup to {s-
gue 4 call for the convening o1 the ltaliay par]ia.
wient to pass luws which wonid ¢reate some
foriy wi co-vprlative fnctioning of industry, in
which the workers and the capitalist would be
]-p]lrlﬁli-{'nted‘

Even tlus <tep was hailed i
yress A Whis country as an
1o resvolationize industry.

I the meantime. the Jtalfun workers refused
tu abide by tie deeision of the cuuvvention. They
bargicaged  the twetorics awl refused o give
them vp o the Dorses Hot the [taliap Govern-
ent, bached by the decision of the  highest
lubpr body in ltaly, =end armed sgnads 1o dis.
possess the workers, ln some cu-+-3 the workers
re=ixled and ploodshed resulted lu jpans cases,
the workersdazed by the actiun of the Ighan
Cunfederation o1 Labor. lelt the tuctories peace-
whly  The) Lrusted thelr leaders and  believed
laul from now o B oew erd on tailan indusity
Lol ®et iR, - Le ern of Indnstrial  democeracy.
Capitalist and worker sould co.operate: oence-
foct In produ. tiou, Capitalist and worker wonld
hivteeforth share the prolits -f jndastry,

thie capitalist
CALreIniEl  attempt

Subseqguently, the Metal Workers" Conledera-
ton niet m Milan, and at Lt~ convenbion it
wus also Jecndlod to return the melallurgical
factorics Lo Liteir owhers aud wweit tor remedial

lecislation 1rein he lalian [Paviiament whiioll
the “moderate”  parbamentar: ScoCializsls had
Ironnzed them

The<a arie the bare Iacls 14 the recent
lalinn revolnfiouary. erisis,

It is necesgury for the Amer.can workers
o untersland 1ins ey sitvation o, order

les=uns [rom

stirigple wilh

Laal they may leara sowe valiacne
it iur thelr own guldance in tien
their owno cupitalisl class.

What reuils happened o ltaly?

a2 dou Kpnow was neutraa duriug Lhe
first veur o the world war, [ls Jeogede re.used
I =hed their blood for thie Blocar IIII,“Iq-’iI'I:"'IH
¢ eitler Gormany or Lthe Alhe-, B.U Il- Cid-
pniizt elass wes bribed with an offer of ter-
Fitortal g conoanpercial loot, and ik l:-*-'_'l-'l'l-
Pilali=<t eluss of America, threvw the nalien nlo
Var W Colrsc, the pro=titsEte e =& siirieded
abhovt “deppnracy™ and all the viae: jedil=eut-

g Bioraus popelarized by Wilson, the |.Ir1'1_'iil!~-1
ald the “moederate’” Soclalists, now  so Loailier
Lo Whee Apger.a an worker=, Tl Itaaizaty  LissdeTdl-
ment, jpstrument of the Jtaliasn Capatadst acligs,
farsed  Espionape laws apd consciiption  ldaws,
Lud Lrowbest tlie worhers inla Lae '—”-'“'H[':_"i'
For fonr years the italian workers their

ood o0 the pattie-flelds and suppelaed e ArmYy
wp L

=airid

L the front witic mtauns Jor callzilg e
EiEauli war, The wolaen Joih. und  caiidren
Rarves  and  sollerogd fnideseribunls bHul  the

alan capitalict, wrerchuant= mapalactuiess, bdllk
L™ -H-I-"J. ]i.llulutll‘l.iﬂ r‘.‘;l_-‘ll'il |.|T|I|I1!Uh ;.:-Ulltl"
BaL of (e soffering wnd sucriboes ol the italisn

Miasaie  P'hie qont of  lhiving had woubled and
Helled and  spaadrupled, Dread was »0 sUarce
hat 1Loamands verishidd from banger. i ldren
died o padputeitation, Chen came the arm.
I ice. The Aliws Rad won the Wwar,

Tie  siple Julian  pearunts and WOTKETS
Pivkght that thie perlod of thesr »iflering and

g ertnrown, De-
vreat war of
atnt plenty

v ikl Hl.lll

RhIL Wam v er, AULDCruey W=
Morraes Lo coliguersd, Thie ldasl
'”-”'““lh} h.‘ld !J"l'.'.lh ru."‘h'[. I Haephiter

WOod now  flow  Jike wine L1
Com utietdin worhers und prukanter,

: Hut somchow, none of tavre thlgs huppenied.
M armny war pot demobilized imzuediotels for

‘Ill‘ hllp.plp | CF R ) '_I“i.l 'H'I"rl-' wus U wurh ’-'UI.
Lrokhen ddowi,

fanr

Ui, “Thee Jrubian industiries had
IH l'ﬂlj ~‘Hu il il l"' 1':“.[ 1."'|-l'l"+ ']'!l.l- L |j“|'t Uf Ij‘-‘ln‘
Vertvgd of golng douvs Lrgan to moubl h:ﬂ:::

BUd higaer, U ncmployent il plars atiun
Ui siciorious Iultan musses In the face. But B
MIALEe phenomenon wee gl oy, Wierous tho

Wirkers atnd peaoante were slafving fhers Rrose
pjres Bl s aud

“owhole claas of newls rlel. L
Prolivvers who hind wade fubulons joltunes ou

Vi laus rofite out of e inieery GF Blis fulsse,
ey conts Al wlt thie  peraers iiiea ddl e,
M'“'I“"hll- towt it antrrars, lubetr, it land-
b Folled in praatlug weslth put the works

T8 slarvaed,

The wiath of Ll Ttalian workers ool poas:
Ants which hwd bien smovldering all through
the wur Iwgun 1o flame  up. The specirs ol
Holsl evivin hepan 1o hannt Ttaly, me It began
to ot all the nations of Kurops und Americe.

The Halluy Jabor-unioux  grew  in strengti
aud  numluers The mosvement spread to Lh*
e laborers gud the pessante, The tallan Ho.
clulint Party, which ull dAwiing the wur had
openly oppogig]l the Government and the war,
also pained numerically,

The Ialtapg CGovernmient ot snd dichered
and compromised und wede laws for Lhe r1e-
el ol the mur=er which d1d not relieve, Muatlters
Wenll from hed to woese, The reformist Bocial.
i=ts kept on promising reforms, The aparchists
led by Malutestn, inflemed the manser but lind
no program to ofer T.tu:'ln‘ The wyndicali=is wuo
conlrolled the halian Confederation of labor,
Propugin o the “divect geizure of Industries
thelr operation by the worhers themselves™, Only
the thin veice of a growing section of tLhe
Italian Scindist Party, the Communists, preached
Rercinl revoelutivu—the destruvtion of the < -prital.
ist- -govetument and the establishment of & pro-
letarian  dictatorsifip throngh a Soviet Govern-
ment, as In Huxsia,

l.ed by anarchists wnd syndicalisls a wove
ment began 1o =pread among the wuorkers for
seizing the  fuctories and operating them  for
them=elves, Thig movennt is shailur Lo the
polivy of the 1, W, W in Amerfcea. with which

the workers here are familjur. As the struggle
betwessnn the worl.ers anid Lhe busses becoine
mioere  acute  the  workers  demanding  Hving

wages which the bhossc= aou'd not grant sud
threatened o general  lock-out—the  workerr
entered the Taviories and attempled Lo opfrile
them.

The (overnment watched these =tep= with
vonsternation bot did not dare to intervene, The
wildiera Lwd wore than  once manifestied  a
livels syvinpathy {or the workers and <ould not
be trosted te shoot them down o eold blood
Eitaaly 1o takinz and operating factori-s 1n
order to feed their women and children.

The weizure of faclories reached wsuch @
slhge that all government wnd industry LSS
paralysed, The Government and the cuapilaliel
clar= huew thi= wonld tail so they left  ther
hade oOff and waited, So did the Communikbs
The Communi=ts preschd that siuch a muve-
ment was Lound o fail as the workers could
uol opeiate the factories themselhves ander a
capitalist syatem @l government, The Commun-
irts preached that stale-power Wwus nDecessury
o ventralize production, distribution and ex.
Cliatige, Slale-pover was necessary o abolish
privale properiy rights, SGUSPOWeEr WAk HCCes-
gary to compel the ¢lerks, the industrial experis,
the engineirs, the accountunts, the menagers
aud  superintendevis, ele, Lo stop saboingiug
pnd continge fupctioning in ndu=try, Stale-jower
Wads NeCessary 1o issue the decrees and nforce
them to oetionalize the banks, the mines, thu
railroads, thee warchouses and the land, State.
pUWEr Wwus necessary to crugh the counter.re.
volution ol the capitali=t cluss and their hench-

mun the  boreaneracy, the loyal parts of the
ariny, Late isdice, L muvors, Che FOYErnuUrs,
ere b Enofl Stale power was the first »tep

Necessury W insure the victory ol the worhers,
Piut thee syvnehicahsts had no snelh progratonie,
Faved with this sponteiicons aeltlon on the part

of tae rank wimd Gfe of the working clas= ol
Ttuly they called a consention to decide Lhe
question o relattaine the factaormes or retoarning

then, vn e profiase al e capitallsl governmeng
te - tnuke pew daws thiat would establish some
forin of co_operative produstion In industry  Lie-

twepnr the swovh re and Ul LA L I

Here = where the rrndicalists of Italy el
down with their policy of “selzire of G jne
dustries" and ignoring tie existence of the cu-
pitalist goveruirenl wih ity Ay, Hilice und
law.inakivg and law-Enloicing powers.

Sumilicali=tz, ke the Communists, are Oop-
piisetel Lo wll fopms of govervment, Butr whervas
the Conumnndsts i2copnize 1he necersity of a

wiorkers'  povertonent an the s trnnsition periog
trom Capitalisin o Communlsni, i order 1o-=up.
press Ui cupitalist cluss and their counter re.
ol tionary plots to overthrow the wo 'Ker:s' rile
to eapropriute the capltalist elass, and bulld up
the i hinery of povernsent and industry that
will insure the sppremscy of the workers and
their abality o feed and clothe themselves - 1ue
gy pdiculist ure even vpposed to that,

Their plan is 1o “neize the Idusivles™ and
thien the eapitalist government will collops» of
ftself.  After that  there ds no pecedsity Lo
eutablinl @ workers” gmvernment—thiey only nrcd

to control und rin Lhe lustries,

he econvention of the dtalian Conledorstion
of labor wis futed with this prablem, If it ol-
Aviaily endorsvil thie action of thn workers In
selaang the factorles, wnd valled upon thew to
hold and opperuale themes by thiiw net thie (Con.
federation of Labar would hove chnllenzed the

caplinlint guvermment and set fteell up ax  a
prosvisional  wor hisrs’ godernwent in jls  siead,
1t would huve hud to fkdne the order to the

wiorkers to dertroy the old government by force
of arm= atd (o defeidd the new government. B

Hint pp we huve: esplulned, the syndiculists
ire oppraed Lo ull tivernments. They are Just
na Joueh pyerar t0 the Woikels' governinent s
to thee supitulist goverutnent Helug lo & mwior.
ity al the voovenliovn they defeated Lhis plasn
whicty s brought In by the Executive Coms

I ——— G T
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o' e linhan Sodfaller Party (poon the

Parivy There war only one (blpx
Tu lrue the ardier Lo return the [ACL.
thielr nwnere and Accapt the promise
reformint socinlieis (who are alag op.
te the prolctarnan revolution) 1o wrile
new laws vpon the wtatite  books that walid
give the workers #ome form of co.opvtuticn in
the: control and management of industre,

[ ELE RN
Cherppidn pni=l
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Wihen these luwm are pasred by the [Lallan
Parlionment they will be in effect  rowetbing
which muny of the American workers are nlready
familinr  with —profit-sharing and  locketelier

shop <ommitives schemes,

Pven, the American Federation ol l.abor,
reactionnry as ft is, knows what this means
and 1= opposed to it, It means the eliminatln of
witlonism in the judustries and ita place is faken
by representalion of the workers and the bones
o one committee to arbitrate wages, hours,
conditions and disputes in each [actory

Those of vou workers whbo are unfort.nete
cneiagh to belong to guch unioms, such as the
Amalpenioted Garment Workers Union, The In-
ternational Ladies Garment  Workers Union, apg
others, kunow what this means, The workers
ure tricked una a board of arbritation co:innels

thie workers to accepl whatevar awards are
made Sirikex  as retaliatory weapons Are
frumned upon and the treacherous contracts

hetween the vuions and the borees make 11 il
legal,

Ag for profit.sharing schemer, thore are old
American capitalist tricks to inteosify exploita_
tion—to mmcrense production at the expense of
thiee workers, Profit-eharing break:s down all the
safeguards that the workers have won by leus
o veurs of struggle as to bours and working
conditions Profit-sharing means iocreasing the
emgtlovers' profits by Increased production due
10 intensified «xploitation of the workers. and &
retiirn to the old heart-breaking competition be-
tween workers and workers for jobs, It means
thut the bLonuses are are held up by the bos-
res »0 Lhat Lhe workers can't sirike nnder paim
of lasing the fruits of thelr year's exploltation.

Thix lg the result which the Italisn wourhers
have pained by following the leadership of the
evndicalists of Italy, Of courae., it i not the
la~t avt inp the dramu. The next a=t will open
with the Itallan workers turning Lo the Italian
Communist Party for the overthrow of the
Itulian capitalist governmept and the establish
ment of 8 Dictatorshin of the Proletariat in the
form of a Soviet Goveroment, as in Russin, The
[tulinn worhers, after this betrayal by th#éir
evndicalist anid reformist Bociallst leaders, will
turn miore and more Lo Hm'lgl Russia [or guid-
RNICE

They will lecarn, as the workers of ail vther

conntries, iltciud!nﬁ Amerjeca, will learn, thmt
there ix no peacefnl road to thelr emunciDpa-
t'on. Thevy will learn to turn their backs on

Lhewir linders whe counscl “selzure of indostry™
senoring the capitalist government—and LtLe re-
lurmi=t Socia]iets (like the Socialirt 'arty In
Amcrica) who preach 1o them that they can
accomplisl  the social revolution by (ke ballot
Lox. They will learn that the pressnl rcap.tal-
iat goverument, whether it be a <constitutional
manarchs  like Italy or England, or a parlia-
mentary democracy llke France or the United
Stazes, i~ the concealed dictatorship of the ca-
ptalist  elu=s-=the [nstrument of Lhe capitalist
vless o suppress and oppres: the working class,

They  wiall Learn that this =o<called demosracy,
has been o consructed and so developed by
the cupna’ 1=, that It [s impossibie for the

workers t =+ it [or their own purposcs. They
will leurn ¢ .t they must destroy this ferm of
Euverin - which functions ovnly In the inter.

o=l ol apitali-t clars, and cxtablish & gosern.
ment * o lunctions onlv (n the interesin of tha
Worhi o Class-—-n Soviet Government, based up-

o Woiiers” Counells i the shopa and factluries,
trom which those who do nu useiul  work
M soeiety will be excluoded, They will learn rhat
rircly omorey Inlion vaunot he accomplishied (1B
hilly elther thirough the ballot-box, or by the

sreneeful seizire of industry.  They will earm
thit no rulinz cluss ever gave up itx puwep
withonl s vivieni struggle with the clusr that
hoght o displace them as the rlink  class,
They will lenru that the capitallst cluss that
ow  rules throughout the world, are prepared
to use wll the power of their governiuents, the
urmy, the navy, the police, the guamen, White
Guards, the spies, the detectivs, the oftice.hold.
tre. the courte, the heugmen, ete, to crush any
aitempt on the part of the workers Lo overtbrow
thelr guvervments. In ltaly to-day, the capital.
Ist clurs Is fivarishly organizing a White (Juard
to crush the voeming proletarian reveolullom for
rtute-power They will learn to throw off the
hourgeois Idcology, the Lolrgeols Hens, the bour-
geole prejudices  with which the capitalist class
througlh thue press, pulplt, schools, etc. fetler
thelr miinds and muke thew iocapebls of swclhiag
in tlivlr owu interesls.

The ltullan workers are learning fust. The
syod:caliszt flanco which beld themm back for a
time=vyven though it was n costly lesson,- will
i the cnd only  hunton the cowmlpg of Lhe
rociel reyolution,
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