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in the Prolctarian Revoluion.

cchieved without a centralized political appa-
ratus, that is, without a politica]l party, Con-
~equently, the propsgands of the revnlullonary

—
Thesis of the E tive C 1tt f the
C 1st Int tional

Presented to the Second Congrese on the Role of the Communist Party
The first ¥ears activity of the Communist they forgot that, even if this were not =0,
Jnternational was devoted principally to propa- the duty of the proleiarian  pery, ander
gaopdx and spreading of Comnmunlst jdeas, AU such couditdone, was to declare ilself Apainst
the present moment, before the Second Con- the opinion of the workers

gress of the Communist International, the world
pide corganiration of e proletariat I3 eni+émneg
g new phase: the Communmist Interpational is
entering the peried of organizatlon and construc-
gon. Hbiherto in the various countries there
existed only Communist tendencics amopgst the
workers. Al the present noment, in nearly
every COUntry wbere there is a serfous working-
cle=ss movement, we have no longer tendencies,
but "ommunist organizationa and parties. This
cirenustance must move the Second Cougress
of the Internatonal to take up & perfectly cieur
and exact posilion on the zubject of the of the
role of the Communist Party before and a'ter
the conyuest of power by tnhe working class,
Amougst certain supporters of Communism (the
“Lelt” movement in Germary, the supporiers
of the 1. W, W. In America, certain groups of
revolutionay Sindicaliste and Anarchists) there
may he noticed an fosufficient estimate of the
role of the Communist Party, as such, and even
& direct denial of the necessity of the oxistence
of a Communist Party. Thiz will serve as an
additivnal motive w impel the Second Congreee
of the Cummunist International clearlr and
cefiniteiy to deal with the question stated ahove,
{1) The Communist Purty is a2 mection of ine
working ciags, To be more preciss, its mos:
advunced, its most clase-consclous, and there.
fore, Its most revolutionary section. The Uom-
Comn:anist Party bas no Interests distinct from
tbos= of the workiug class. The party is distip-
gulshed from the general mass of the workers
by the fact that |t reviews the whole historical
development of hte workiog claxs 1 e er!|
T R e N e R U EVer T A Tt a s Lol e
that path. to defend the Interesta not of zepa-
rute professlons, but of the working class ags a
whole. The Communist Party is that lerer of
political orzanization with the help of which the
foremust scction of the working class guides
mlong the right read tbe whole mass of the
proletariat and semli-proletariatl,
{2} Until the time when atate power has
hE-c_*u conquered by the proletariat, until the
time whcn the proletariat has once and for
all fAirnily  eatablikhed fts supremacy, and has
secured 1ne worling «lass agninst a bourgenis
restoration—nntll  that time the Communist
Party will paturally fnclude in its organized
ranks only a ninority of the workerr., Until
the weizure of power, and In the transitlonal

period, the Communist Party '
may, ubder favor-
able circumstances, : RS

: | enjoy and undivided §leo-
j.H*!!Er:'uI u:l-ﬂ!li'ni:'-ﬂ on all the preleta ‘an ood
sen-prolearian elements of the population, ot

cannet anite them in AN organlzed 15_“]-'11}]] with-

In it~ 1anks. Ounly when the vrolctisian dicta

sorship has deprived the caplia)i
: aplralie . ae
mighty P L class of xach

Weapons as the presa, the rchool, 1mlia-
ment, the f‘!!llrl:h. “JL‘ Appardtns ol RU-TI'*I.'!'EH‘.IF"IJT
¢le, only wheu the final -lefeats of the bheur.
Evols order bLecomes wpparent to all—onlv 1-en
will zll, or uearly all, the workers L"E"\Elﬂ ;_,,;,,
€ntér the ranks of tht Commuonist Party,

%1 Fhe ites of & party sl b very atiit
Iy di<stinguishied from the idea of a class. Tuw
memivrts ol the “Chrisuan” and the e ral
proli srlonal unions of Germany, Kngland, and
olher countries pre undonbtedly a sectlon o

Fh{- windlng class. Tho mure or less considor-
able mugsis of workers who i)

. Kuppor: the
Scheldemunns, Gompers and Ao, are undoub-
lede a0 sectlon of the working class. In given
Histuricel  elrcumstances there  may  be pre-
en! §n the working +lans reaciionary sttains
ﬁf Irage numerica lrtrength. The problem of
Communism  does not  consist in the 1'arty
nd""””ﬁ 1"aelf 1o [hiesp hnfh‘lﬂ[d Bedtion d*_‘
Ihe working «lass, but In ralsing the wige

Working claws

to fthe level or J
vanguerd, itm LU'owtnngjsi

The eouluslon of ther ' —
Paryy ond class -t:ay lrad Lo rljaﬁ;:*:nutl-!::?m
Mde misinkes and '
It s ¢leur
e udieen,

Llie
LU TR
Fidd liamy

']'l'lh-
chrow, Thuw, for Exnmple,
that, in rplte of the 1aond or rue
detending  the  Listoriea)l 0k resis
proletarier - Interssts whivh deinanded
bert of the proletarien purty a o ola-
uf wur agalnst war.

1":”“'- fur dxminple, ut the Legiinlng 68
Lhe Imjorinlist wpr |9 I1Bl4, lhe moclaltraitor
"r H.”.. viianiriim rupporiing the boaspiolyie Of
“'“"' country, wihth comunon  ae ord  ad tagael
' hiar dedrpjrm ilim lmlm Ehat s N
WEE e walh o the waorking o luss, a1 d

tha majority of

and to defend the historieal

interesls of 1O®
proletariat In epite of all. Thus, in tho carly
years of the twentieth century, the Ruesiin
Movnsbevike of the time the =0 called “cro-
nomisis” repuadiated an open politieal =truggle
againe! Tsurisrn on the bagie that, forsooth,
the worklng rclass as a whol¢e had Bpo. ye:

altalped to an understanding of the poli-
tical struggle.

14) The <Communist
shakably convinced that
cld “suclaldemocratic” partics of the 2nd
Internatlonal can in po wire be represented
at 3 oollapse of proletarian party life altozetler.
The period of direct struggle of 1 dictatorship
(% the proletariat gives birth 160 & new party
of the proletariat—the Communiat Party,

{3) The Communist, International decivively
repudiates the view tha: the proletanat can
in any way accomplish fte revolution without
haviog its ow%np independent poltical  party.
Every class rtrugzle s a political etrugsle.
The aim of that =truggle, ipovitihly trapsform-
‘ng itsell into a civil war, is the conguer. of
political power. But political pow.r canpo! Iw

International = un-
the collap=e of the
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One Day’s Pay

Tre wrecond convention of the Commu-
nist Party adeopted © resolution calling
upon the members to contribute ONE

=Ak'c U2 0 Nl ol guTI & Janizat. a.

M

?

In accordance with the decizion of the
fonveution, the C. E. . issuos this call
fo all members of the Communist Party Lo
ecutribute one day's pay for the nationsl
organization,

:

Cemrades, Lthe need |= great. You koow
ft. We nred not waste. :ime and
telling you ebout it

The Commupist FParwty s unifled and
#ulidified on the baslg of priociples snd
tartce as mever hefore in its history.

There are diMcult tasks abead of us—
orpanizition,
apitaticn.

The rpirit, the will, the dclerminatiou

{ the encrgy oxiste Lo carry on this Lighly

Space

ed:ication, propag4anca, and

iniportupt  work,

BUT WITHOU'T FUNDS WE CANNOT
CARRY ON: 3

f*‘omrades! Rully lo ike =uppori of the
Comwunlist Tariy!

GIVE ONE DAY'S PAY TO MAKE THL:
FARTY A PARTY OF ACTION.

L]
ok a o a d a L] mwmm il o A g

arrumnd, orpanized, and dirccied excoept hy onae
pulitleal party or another. Only in :he ¢ase
when thoe proletariat has & guwvie an arganized
and experienced party, witn  etrictly  dcfined
aime And a coocretely worked ol progrim  of
immediate activily both in Internal and o
external yolitics, will the eonguest of nolitnnl
ower ool be & mere soeldental ¢pd ode, Lyt wal?
~¢rve as 'he point of deparfure of a prolonged
period of Communist reconsiructlon by the ure
'elariat, 2

Tha snme Class strapelc reguiree the 20n
tralization &l one¢ poinl of the general direction
¢f the varlous forms of *he proletariun mnove

mient  (the Trade Unlonx, the o0 “ntive.
factory and workshop committeer, ecducktionsl®
vork, «lections, and ro forth). Only u pol:

1.cal parly can uet ns a pencrnl unifying wna
gulding centre of this kind. The refuepl o
create and sirengthen i, and (o0 ve coulrollivl
Ly §t, algnitics & refusal 1o admit unity of con:
1rel of the lsolated AphUung detwehioients of
the pmoletarbua serving on varlous frontk, }iu-
ally, the clus sirogelo ol the  projoiaril
reguires oot eenirnied wgRltation, thirowing gt
il the svurious Flapes of 1ho ='Papes f1on i

sinele  paldnt of  wiew, sl condoouiralaig L
sitvntlon  of the  prolutennt swl o eviery  pive
mauent wi delelte problegs efcmanios  to e
whlule of the worklag ¢lu-ms, This -unni} b

svndicaltsta and of the supporters of the In-
dustrial Workers of the World agamst the ne-
~vasity of an independent working class party,
objectively speaking, bas helpe@, apd Aaelps,
only the capitalist class and counter revolu-
tiopary “Soclal Demccrats” Io thelr propa-
gaoda agalnst the Communist Party, which the
=yndicallste and the iodustrialists wish to re
place by Trade Unplons slone, or by formlicss
“CGencral”’ Labor Unions, they come on o com-
moen ground with ncknowledged opportunists.
The Russlan Mensheviks, after the defeat of
*he 1905 revolutdon, for severwl ycars preachbed
« socalled *“Labor Confercnce,” which was Lo
tinke the place of the revolutionary party of
the working eclass. All kinds of “Laborisis™ im
Ungland and America, who In practice are open-
}y tngaged in carrying out bourgeois policy,
preach to tho workereg the creation of shapeless
"lLabor ULrions™ In place of a polidcal party.
The revolutionary syodlcaliste and ludnstirialiets
are anxlous to etruggle against the dictatorship
of the capltalist clasg, but do not know how 1o
«¢t aboutl it. They do not uotice that the work-

ving classe without an Independcet political
party is a body without a head
Revolutlonary syndlcallsm apd industrialism

~opresent & step forward only in comparison
with the old, worn out, counter revolutionary
ideclogy o©of the Second Internationel But, in
~omparison with revolulionary Marxism, . e,
with Communism, syndicalirm and indusirialism
represent @ step back. The declaration of Lhe
"Left"” Communiels of Germany {rcade by them
in their program statement at :heir first coo-
gress in April) to the effcct that they are creat-
inrk & party, “Lot not 2 varity °n *he ueral, tra-
ditionul sense of the word” ( :{aice Partel im
uberlieftelen Sinne”)—Iip a surroender to thosa
views of syndicallem and Iodustriallsm which
are In essence recactionary.

(6) The Communisis wholehcartedly sup-
port the formation, slde by eide with the Com-
munist Party, of tht widest possitle non-party
labor organizations. The Communists consider
as their most Important task a systematic work
of organization and educa'ion within Lheze wide
labor organizations. DBut, precizely o0 enswwe
that this work will bear fruit, precisely to
cnsuroe that the c¢ncmies of the revolutionary
prolctariat will pot guln pos<ession of these
organizatione, the foremost working class (‘om-
munists must slways bave thair independent,
strongly orgunlicd Communist Party, acting al.
ways im an organlzed way, and be capable of
defending the general interests of Communism
al cvery turn of eveuls and in a!l forms of the
Imovement

(7) The Communists do no! z:oid the maps
non-parly working class organizations eyen when
they bear an openly reactionmary, “Blavk tiun-

l?t'lud." characler (the *“Yellow” Unlong, the
“"Christlan' Unlons, and so on), BPu: the Com-
munist IParty ceaselesely carries on ita own

vork within these orgunfzations=, and untiringly
demunetrates to the workers *hat the nonp-
party idea, as & principle, is conscinutly foxtered
uwmonpit the workers by the cupitialist elows and
I8 lackeoys, In order to divert tho proletariat
fromn the orgunized strupgle for Soclalism,

(8} The old *clacsical" division of the work-
ity clard movement Into three lorms (tho Party
ithe Trade llnlons, and tho {copcratives) has
ubvioudly outlived [ts uscfulnces. Tho Proleta-
riun  Itevolution in Ruesla has produced the
hindamental form of working vlass dictatorship
= Lthe Boviete. Ilut work in the Hoviels alvwo,
sist aa fo the revolutionized producera’ unions,
nust unsworvingly wnd systenatically be gulbied
iy the party of s proletiriat, 1. A, by Ule
Communls FParty. The Cominunist Party, the
argnnized vunguard of the working clase, simnnl-
Luneously serves the literesls of the cconanile,
the political, wnd the widucationns) struggles of
‘he worklag clars, In thelr entirety. The Com-
miunlgt I'arly nust wppear as the hear and soul
t’-I* thy  producers' unlons, of tho Councily of
Waorkers' Deputies, and of all other forms of
nrolvtarlan oranizution,

Tho appearunce of Sovivis as tie chief foriy
tistorically speakling, of tho dictitorship of th
pruluturiat, In no way dimilolelics the Bilding
Folu uf Lthe Cinmunlat Party 1o *he Froletarian
Hevolutlon.  The Gurinnn “laste Culgmuninle
fre o wppoal of thofr Pucty ta *ho Uerman
prelctariat, Apeil 1igh, 160e, Wb, " Phe Cow
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