The French General Elﬁcthnsgg;._..

By Robert Dell

(From The London Daily Herald™")

GS1 of the British Press has described the

reenlt ¢7 the French General Election as a
cotary | aes  CMorlerate H-:-publitanism."_ The
Republicatuam of the motley crew of National-
ists, Clericals, and other reactionavies, who have
enlisted under the banner of M. Clemenceau, is,
indeed, Moderate, both in guantity and quality,
put this is not a victory for moderation. It is
the victory of extreme reaction. The election
has placed 112 destinies of France in the hands
of Chauvinier= and militavists of the type which
made Frante 2 menace to Europe during a great
part of the nineteenth century. It means social
and }ll.,al]..;....u.i »eaction at home and an aggressive
policy abroad.

M. Clemenceau has been a wrecker throughout
hiz polivizal cereer. When he was T'rime Minister
for the firi zime he broke up the “Bloc”—tlhe
Coalition of 12e Left—and disintegrated the Radi-
cal Party. which has since declined steadily in
powWer :.:hi iniiuence, and is now reduced to nullity.
Now that ke is Prime Minister for the second
time, he :.:.- completed the discredit of Prench
parliamentary institutions and disintegrated the
bourgeais _?..ar;.ui:!i-:;_ I"'or this =eneral election
will be the death-blow to the present regime.
1t has created a situation from which there 1= no
cepe ofher *han those of open re: wclion— a coup
detat lead’rs to a military despolism or revo-
lution.

Inevitably, the resnlt of the election will
streneihen ihe revoelutionary and anti-parlia-
mentarzs: eiements in the French prelefariat. |
<honld not be surprised at a demand from a large

epction of 1he Socialist Party for the entire with-

drawal ¢f 1he Socialist Deputies from the Cham-
ber as a protest apainst an  clectoral system
which 1= & ¢azicature of representation, - M. Mil-
lerand is mentioned as the probable successor of
M. Clemencezu in the Premiership. Formerly a
nas been for years the hope of the
Reaction. X2 is 2 hardworking man of despotic
temperamens. lacking vision and any real quali-
i3 ot slaterrnanship, ana deslilute ol tact, vust
the man, n Tact, to precipitate the inevitable
Crisis.

The comp<te results of the election are mnot
vet knowm, tut 586 Deputies huve been clected
out of a toiz? o7 626 and the remaining 40 results
cannot E.T‘ == the situation. The respective poli-
tical latels = = as follows:—

Socialist, ne

Gain losses

Republicans: 7 the TefE. ....... 1blad i —
RailicalBadi s scnctumiinh, Selhi i .. D1 — ]
socialist-Radicals ... iens 1 T 85
Socialist-Repablicans .. ........ 26 — T
T VT it e bbb s eyl L 66 — 3T
Dizsident Seeialists ... ... b = —
Propressichtayby oo gl cboypae 125 — —-
“Liberal Aei:on™ (Catholics).... 73 2 -
C{-!m*rtm-'-- k. Y 32— —-
11

Most  of
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oe~¢  labels mean nothing. The

" the Clerical *“‘Liberal Action™ and
the “Comseratives” are all supporters of M.
Clemeneszy, cnd would all be considered reaction-

ary by ine mest extreme British Tory. There is
no parailel Lo them in English polities. The “Con-

servatives” sre the rump of the old Royalists.
The speecsn: of these parties is the most signific-
ant' thing Zuout the election. The Government
majnrit,f imelodes more than 200 avowed reaction-
ariez, who will almost certainly demand conces-
sions ta the Czarch as the price of their support.
This is the et reactionary Parliament elected in
Erance wince the NMational Aszembly of 1871,

The “Sor.zi t-Republicans” are a little group
to which M ¥anlevé and M. Briand belong, whose
opinions do net differ from those r.rf the Raﬂicaﬂs
and Socialin Fadicals.

Al these grgups, like the "Republmanﬂ of the
Left” are divided into supporters and uppﬂm‘.ntﬂ
of M. Clerasncean, so that it is impﬂaalhle to say
th? e:::;ju.t nuiiber of the 'Clcméicint Coalition, but
w mﬂf‘f ahfut ﬁu._ T ad:diiifdan@ smﬁm-

Jeroboam Rothschild has for the moment

e

child, alias Georges DMandel, who has been
Clemencenn’s evil genius for many ranrs.;

in his design . The peasants have nﬂmh’lngd II

the bhourgeoisie against the proletariat, ‘as ﬂ‘.l.'c
more than one occasion in the 19th eentury, not-
ahly in 1848 and 1871. On the one hand thﬁy Wﬁl‘zgﬁ
i‘urrhtﬂnml by the bogy of “Bolshevism''; ﬂ;ﬁ
other hand they were bribed by mmp‘tmn franm-
the income-tax and from the laws agamst
profiteering. But M, Jeroboam Rothschild's sue-

cess will be his ruin and that of the French
bourgeoisie. The proletariat will not sit down
under the injustice inflicted on it, and the first
concession to Clericalism will enrage the peas-
sants. The heterogeneous majority, agreed in
nothing except hatred of the proletariat, must
either go definitely to the Right or {fall to
picces,

An example of the wayv in which the syvstem
has worked may be found in Paris and its
suburbs, where the Socialists polled one-third of
the votes and have less than one-fifth of the
deputies. The following table will make the situ-
ation clear:—

Deputies Just

elcted. pro-

Votes portion.
Clemencist Coalition. . 5,715,508 36 29
Socialighs b e 2,978,086 10 19
Bourgeoiz Opposition.. 797.544 T 4

Rovalists (Action Fran

LS o HRE Erd R N 024,127 1 2
Yarious other hLists.... 179749 { L
10,295,213 od o4

It is diffienit to discover the exaect number of
voters for each list, but, taking the averages,
about 350,000 elpctors voted for the Coalitionist
1 about 250,000 for the Socialists. The
total number of effective voters in Paris and the
suburbs was 813,216; there were more than 20,000
spoiled papers.

In Paris itself no candidate obtained a clear
majority of the wvoters, so that P. R. was ap-
plied in each of the three divisions. Bnt the P. K.
svatem adopted js =o extraordinary that its re-
sults are far from proportional Thus the six

lists and

By Fritz Friedmann

Under the caption "YWhat's im a Name?"”

the Communist Labor Party News prints the
following item:

“Ird vou know that the official name of
the Bolsheviks, the movernmental party of
Soviet Russia, is ‘The Communist Labor
Party Of Russia’? The Communist Labor
Party of America is travelling in goot com-
pany, thank vou.”

We thank yvou also—ior that hrazen lie!
There has never existed in Russia a party
which called itself “The Communist I.abor
I"a 4v of Russia”. In its issue of October
25. \n 21, the official organ of the Russian
Soviet Bureau, “Soviet Russia”, published
two documents in, which the Bolshevist
Party is repeatedly designated as “The Com-
munist Labor Party.” We knew most
certainly that such is not the true name of
the Bolshevist Party and therefore decided
to send a letter of inquiry to the Soviet
Bureaun in order to clarify the question. 1In
reply we received the following ]-:-tter-' f‘

G-99. “Referring to your inquiry of recent
date we wish to say that the official name of

Bolshevist Party Of Russia is “The Pﬂ?l:]?*fff‘;"ﬂ”“ =4
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thus :hsfra.nt;hlﬁ .
In one case, ﬂ:lab
ists carried all tﬁa*-‘ ?T"Ljﬁ'uu
else the block voting t u .
As was anticipated in he
polls as a rule 1.1&1&,;] h i
suburbs about 74 per nt,
but in other depamng;%s
the poll was much smallﬂr : ~-
64 per cent in the Nord and _
di=iriet of Marseilles. ’U{' : *italq' e
portion of the abstentions wa‘ﬁ‘.f _"
liamentavism; it was expected. lfg e ' ;
It has to be rememhered tha‘ﬁrt
in I'rance is in a mumntj". ‘The
is about 48 per cent of the whole,
larcer proportion of ];lﬂ'suns Ilvmg"‘"al ‘l:ln e
income (rentiers) than in any uthe:iﬂ"en"ﬁ
Futher, about a million and a half Fuungi
were Lilled in the war, of whom thg-;,;
jority were workmen or peasnntﬁ :1%
portion of old men among the vu'f:ers, s
I'mc hwer that it has E‘I-'E!' ’h&ew

mense J:m_,ﬂr:ty of the wnﬂ:menﬂ.}faﬂ' w ]
that a I1rgu.~ sectmn of the prmela a
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PARTY)', on page 4, Cmn‘m
writes

name of the Party to ”The: :E_Ef‘s-ssa ‘ ._Lj';
munist Party (of the Batshe.vm;}ﬁa
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This name also 1]1111‘:1”5‘:&%# :E_ILE-‘.
T.emin’s hooks. It also ”t"s*m i lﬁnﬂ'::ﬁ
Bucharin's pamphlet “Our f-tniim
is sold by the meﬁ'u"ﬁr-f
America under the Lllﬁi; fitl_
aram of the Cnmmu #'Jgg;:_
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