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HERE is a good deal of nonsense gong
the rounds concerning legal defense of
class war prisoners. In a recent editonal
on deportations, we stated that our fight in
the courts is not founded on concern about
about the
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legal precedents nor on illusions 1€ one that helnngs to revﬂlutmnm*y rmnmug P
“principles  of American liberties.” We 6t to Communism. Bemﬂsﬁjm t‘iﬂmmt 'i
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ourts and of their “principles.”

We also pointed out that we yield nothing
compremise nothing.

to the courts and

There iz no bargain upon which the Com-  extremes of pm'a.rlv .m{l Euii'u:rmg hecrtlll,s@“ 3
munist Party could accept deportation. as it is the background of economic np;u‘&ﬁslﬁﬂ"- ot
was implied in the Soviet Bureaun otter (by  which allows revolution to' stand farflt g
letter of Martens)—unless that ofier mieans  Communism is the expression of the a.ﬂ...;_'_:‘_

* safe transportation  vanced proletariat, not of the degraded pm-
letariat, Comumunism ig the pmud voice

of the proletariat confident of new social

simply a guarantee of
after every recourse of fight against deport-
ation has been exhausted. To accept an ad-

vance bargain of this nature would be to  destiny, assured of leadership in bringing
vield at ‘L.:r a skirmish in the class war to  forth the new civilization. The Colmmunists
a flourish of Russian nationalism. We vield  seeks not misery and martyrdom,=likesthe
wothing. ascetics, but struggle and trinmph, It that

The Commumst Party is contesting the strugele, at some stage, involves iMprison==

went and exile, Communists will not shirk at,
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ation is at all a legal Dasis tor deportation: That is not to say that the Communist-wall
and this contest will be carried to the ultlim-  pot try to make every possible adaption ek
ate limit, 5"{!1‘3“"'{ vhether those against  strategy to avoid casualties, short of the
whom charges have been brought preier to  compromise of Communism itself.
live here or to go back to Lt . The Com- That 15, indeed, precisely what 15 meant
munist Party means to 1“" Ffre" and that 4,0 e party “going underground’’.  The
ERERendecisiverissue mnvolved.” The 'Com=1 =0 e et Party seeks cffective action, not
munist Party mea "'f"‘“}" ‘¢ here and to meet  o1o0us sacrifice.  In the interim, while
the S chalienge all along th HRe. SO here is open propaganda, it is preciselv on
rendering nothing, {“'""”"-""' ymising notling. the theory that such RIS RIS randa can he car-
That the courts represent the highest - rjed on without too much cost of personal
trenchment of bourgesis class rule means, penalties. In other words, the very exist-
beyond a doubt, that our opposition hiere 1S ence of open propaganda is of itself an ac-
at 1ts weakest. \We have ::-':E: ner otk ceptance of legal defense—ior all it ix wortl
St except the very technicalitics. upon.  jn avoidance of personal penaltics.
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-’*.}'-t' e jury 1s vet a link betw the of= " fiead prrz-;m;j:ntu!it 1:”“ HOL DR be dniopey
iicial p‘.‘r:tf:::.r: and the outside mass hife. The ?1_]-rlijngﬂ]11tlil I.n T]IIE LIH.IW{] fh}ml-ﬁ; Cat ““fm
iury, too, 1s of the bourgeoisie, ]-.;:t -sz-._;-:xii}' will not be frank aceeptance of the penalties

a5 worth the resuits. This is ail a problem
of strategy, of zeneralship, of the morale and
temper of the organization and the judg-
ment of highest effectiveness. There is no
doctrinal solution of such a ]}rﬂhimn.
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«if the emaller bourgeoisie out of which some
aFe apt to waver in bourgeois lovalty as the
social crisis advances and becomes more
reneral
 There is principle involved in Communist
'atty Jlegal defense, most certainiv. That
I8, i0 50 iz2r a5 the delense involves a state-
ment of the program and pusrposes of Com-
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