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November 29th, 1919,

THE COMMUNIST

The Revolutionary Movement in Roumania

ANY will remember the tragwc results

of the peasant revolution in Roumania
m 1907, The “hero” who suppressed that
revolt was the well-known bleod-hound Bra-
tianu. The great business politician lake
Jenescu, then at the head of the governmeat,
had not the courage to proceed against the
revolutionaries; he transferred the power
to Bratianu, who, with King Carl, was re-
spensible for the slaughter of eleven thous-
and peasants. King Carl 1s dead, but Bra-
tianu still lives and holds power, and is the
foremost terrorist and enemy of Socialists in

Roumania.

LIntil 1917 there was an orderly Sacialist

movement with the \a't.‘:.‘l-;ij‘ organ “Rouma-
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il were not sufficient—all our leading
comrades were thrown into subterranean
prisons as Socialist agitators. Many of them,
Max Vesler among others, were shot as anti-
militarists

Comrade Rakovsky was dragged from
Prison to prison during the night time, in
order to keep the place of Imprisonment
secret. The blood hound Bratianu declared
that he would not be satisfied until he had
purged the Roumanian people of Socialism.
But to his astonishment his unparalled
persecution brought results exactly contrary
to his expectations. In Russia the revolu-
tion broke out and the Roumanian oligarchy
lost the ground from under their feet. The
Russian revolution freed those of our com-
rades who were still alive, and many of
them went to Russia. Comrade Rakovsky
Was among that number, and he is in Rus-
sia at present,

But German hegemony and militarism
also came to an end in the Fall of 1018
Mackensen, with his hordes, left Buchar-
est. In order to free themselves from the
power of Brafianu, our comrades took ad-
vantage of this propitious moment, to in-
augurate an extessive propaganda among
the oppressed masses. A daily paper,
“Treasca Socialismul” (Long live Socialism)
was issued. Millions of leaflets and mani-
festos were distributed. Bratiany appre-
hended the great danger; he realized the
far-reaching influences of the Socialist pro-
Paganda; therefore before his return to Bu-
charest he organized g 3

(From “"Nova Ostina”, the official organ of
the South Slavie Communist Party,
Zagreb, Croatia).

parasitic hordes fell upon the discontented
masses who were demanding freedom.
Armed to the teeth, they marched into
Bucharest and succeeded. momentarily, 1n
suppressing the will and the hope of the
people. They closed all gathering places
of the workers throughout the country, and
the paper was immediately suppressed. This
terrible the workers of
Bucharest and the surrounding towns. Prep-
arations for a

regume aroused

great mass demonstration
were made to take place on December 13.
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On December 13, 1918, the persecution of
the leaders of the socialist movement was
launched. On that day 63 of our comrades
were sent to prison in Wacaresta (a peni-
tentiary for criminals and murderers) and
were kept in the same tiers with men af-
flicted with typhus and othey infectious
diseases—forced directly into the jaws of
death. This, too, was done by order of Bra-
tianu. More than half of the comrades died
in that prison from typhus! among them
the prominent champion of the Roumanian
proletariat, Jovan Frimu. All of them were
arrested “ad preventia’’ and kept incom-
municado pending a final trial on charges
of “sedition’’. After five months they had
not yet been brought to trial.

Comrade Frimu died in May and was
buried at night time by soldiers. and his
family did not know what became of him.

Everything was undertaken to free our
comrades and to have the dates set for a
trial. Bratianu was at that time in Paris,
occupied with forming the foundations for
“Great Roumania,” and no one else had any
authority to act in the matter. This was
the third crime of Bratianu, the crime of
the bourgeoisie; the Roumanian proletariat
Swore to avenge these outrageous deeds.

Although weakened, the comrades at
liberty did not rest a moment, but conducted
an heroic campaign to re-open the workers'
halls, and they began again to publish their
daily paper “Socialesmul”, which is still
being published today. The organizaticns

went “underground”, but since December
13, 191§ they have become increasingly
stronger. They are more powerful today
than they were at any time during the ten
yvears preceeding the war. The struggle for
freedom became proportionally intense and
determined as the reaction grew. In Febry-
ary 1919, when the workers' halls were re-
opened, the reaction resorted to stool-
pigeons and agents-provocateurs. The most
clever among them visited all the meetings
of the workers. It was their role to provoke
a premature rebellion, and often they
shouted: “Down with Ferdinand. ™ “Long
live Leon Trotzkv™ etc.

After such prearranged provocations the

rendarmes arrested the speakers and brokea
But soon the comrades

up the meetings.
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Bourgeois UJemocracy and Prols-

tarian Dictatorship.
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Revolutionaries in the civil war on the sids

LS

ot the bourgeoisie and against the proleta-
riat. Much as in Germany, the Scheide-
mann party revealed its sympathy in the
civil war for the bourgeoisie as against the
proletariat.

It is therefore quite natural that the
majority at the Berne Yellow [nternational
tame out in condemnation of the Bolshe-
viki. This action was not, however, in the
nature of a defense of “pure democracy " but
rather in the nature of a seli-defense of indi-
viduals who realize that in the civil war they
stand with the bourgeoisie as against the
proletariat.
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On the basis of these theses and after due
consideration of the reports of delegates
from various countries the Congress of the
Communist International proclaims the
chief task of the Communist parties in those
couniries where the soviet-system has not
yet been established as follows :

1. The enlightenment of the broad masses
ut: workers with regard to the historical-pol-
itical significance, and the practical neces-
sity of the new proletarian democracy
which must be established in place of
bourgeois democracy and parliamentarism;

2. The propagation and creation of .savi-
ets in all branches of industry, in the army.
the fleet, as.well as among agricultural
worlers and small farmers, and

3. The gaining of a reliable, conscious,
Communist majority within the sovicts,
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