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Czarism and American Freedom
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when it suits our purposes. This country
belongs to us—the men of substance and
power todav—and we it to suit
ourselves."
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There never was a greater irony in  all
history than the performances of American
Democracy at the time of
the second a
Republic.

the ceclebration of
nniversary of the Russian Soviet
The White Terror broke loose.

The page of history is hardly turned upon
the Czar rule of Russia with its executions
of agitators by the hundreds of thousands.
with its countless exiles and imprisonments,

the repetition of this
in the United States—upon
the anniversary of Russian freedom!

We do not appeal for free speech. It is
folly. Have we not seen our courts at work
these past two years? Do we not know that
the class rule of the bourgeoisie outlaws
the revolutionary working class?

and here we see
“statesmanship”

We appeal for working class under-
standing of what i1s going on.

Then, on this anmversary of Russian free-
dom, comes the decision of Judge Anderson
—the order to rescind the call for the strike
of the coal miners, This decision will have
a more momentous place in history than the
Dred Scott decision. Judge Anderson, by
the trick of fate which located him in Indi-
anapolis, will rank alongside of Judge Taney.
Both able jurists, both men of high standing
im their own time, both the unconscious
means of precipitating the “irrepressible con-
flict”.... There 1s an innate momentum in
capitalist Jaw and capitalist government
which leads to the administrative, legislative
and judicial expression of czarism.

We do not argue or appeal against the
imevitable course of capitalistic czarism. We
appeal to the workers to know and to under-
stand.

Of what calibre wil] the ofificials of the
L'nited Miner Workers prove tiiemselves?
Perhaps a few among them will develop
out of this experience and out of their in-
<tincts of ireedom the same spirit of resist-
ance which doomed czarism in Russia and
which holds the newly-won liberties of the
IRussian masses safe today. Perhaps there
will be another Debs among these officials,
to give inspiring leadership to those who
toil m weariness 1 the dark places -under
the earth.

N0 matter, If these oifcials fail the test,

ii they prove craven under the clear chal-
lenge, there will be others to say what is
im the minds of the half million miners;
there will be others to voice the passions
of their hearts, their lﬂngm-’rs for more of
the warmth of life which is kindled out of
their heavy toil.

And will the Communists be dismayed by
the deportations and the raids and the tbr-
rorism of the minions of profit?

It is the time-honored recourse of
decadent power. It is another such historical
cpisode as that of Louis X'VI declaring his
absolute power and the inviolability of the
feudal rights before the State-General on
June 23rd—when the Bastille was about to
fall on July l4th!

(;0 on with your petty persecutions if you
dare. It is within your hands to determine
the mode of the class conflict in the United
States. Deporting and jailing a few hundred
agitators—the teachers of the masses—will
only breed blind fury. But the mass life
will have its say!

The day of the people has arrived! Czar-
ism is doomed—everywhere. Freedom must
prevail—everywhere, The freedom of Com-
munism, of a society rid of profit oppression,
of a society of freely co-operating workers!

The answer of the Communists to the
White Terror: Long live the Social Revo-

lution! On to the Federated Soviet Repub-
114 of the World!



