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{gt Party comrades appearing on the So.
cfalist Party ticket will make a campaign
arging the workers NOT to vote for them
put to abstain from voting for any cundid:
ates, These comrades, accordingly, will
campaign against their own elections, but
this will mean an uncompromising cam-
pafgn for revolutionary Communist prin-
ciples.

The elections this year are a test, They
are a test of the Communist claims of ele-
ments formerly affiliated with the Left
Wing. A. Wagenknecht, the Executive
Secretary of the Communist Labor Party,
uiges Soeialist Party locals in Ohio affili-
ating with his Party to participate in the
elections under the name Socialist Party.
This ie a characteristic expression of vi-
clous Centriem, of wavering between the
old and the new, of compromise and in-
consistency, Still elinging to the disered-
fted name, Socialist Party! BStill playing
the old game of votes, votes, votes! And
THIS is the Party that claims to represent
Communist fundamentals !

The decision of the Communist Party to
boycott the coming elections while parti-
cipating in the campaign is in accord not
only with the temporary necessity of ab-
solutely severing all relations with the old
Socialist Party, but with the general char-
acter of Communist parliamentarism and
the prevailing conditions in the proletarian
class strugyle.

Campaigns and elections are not neces-
garily interwoven: they may be separated.
There is in fact a clear distinction between
campaigns and elections; there are mo
ments when the Communist Party will
participate in the campaign but hoycott

~ the elections, in order to emphasize the
mags character of the proletarian strug-

; 5, Thege moments are determined by
~ the general considerations of the class
~ #truggle, by the maturity of development
 of proletarian action against Capitalism,
- by whether the mass action of the work-
et ab a particular moment may the more
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- rapidly be promoted through abstention

- Mrom the elections, thereby emphasizing

- In the mindg of the workers the necessity
- for extra-parliamentary action.
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- The Communist Party participates in
- the political campaigns for purposes of
propaganda, and in order 10 emphasize the
olitical character of the class ptruggle.
~ The workers must be convinced of the :’;
- Mty of the isolated strike against ¥ ::
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. al stage it ma
}ﬁ"mﬂ necesgary to boyeott parl amentary-
completely, as did the Spartacan-Com-

munists in Germany duri
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At this moment, in the Uni

the workers are inntinctfvalyaggﬁtat;ﬁfﬂ’
tactic of mass action, They realize vague-
Iy the futility of parliamentariem solving
their problems: even the conservative rail-
way workers responsible for the Plumb
Plan feel that they may have to use the
strikke in order to coerce the government
to accept their plan, The giant steel strike
16 the most vivid portent in the struggles
of the American proletariat, a strike po-
tfm tial of revolutionary action against
Capitalism, These mass strikes of the
workers are of the utmost importance, the
development that must determine the tac-
ties of the Communist Party in the imme-
diate days to come., The United States,
apparently, is on the verge of a revolution-
ary crisis, as in England, where the Com-
munist Party boycotts the elections to Par-
liament, The Communist Party task is to
unify thege strikes, to make them adopt
larger means and purposes, to develop the
conaciousness and action of the general
political strike, Out of these mags indus-
trial struggles must issue the means and
the inspiration for the conquest of power
by the proletariat.

These mass strikes are still directed
against the employers, although often
equally a challenge to the state, The Gom.-
muniet Party must develop the congeious
ness of action against the state, of the
political character of the class struggle
which we accomplish by means of partici-
pation in political campaigns and our gen-
eral agitation—but, aimultancously, the
Communist Party must emphagize the im-
possibility of parliamentarism and alec-
tions realizing the conquest of power—and
this we accomplish by means of a boycott
of the elections. |

The American workers are cmerging
into a period of intense and aggressive
maas struggles. They mugt not look to
the ptate for action: they must atrugyle
against the state. They must not depend
upon parliamentarism, but must bend par-
liamentarism to the requirements of the
mans struggle. The Communist Party, ac-
cordingly, urges: Boycott the glections !

, accomplishment of the revolution-
arg‘hfﬂﬂk——thﬁ conquest of the power of
the state, the entablishment of the dicta-
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FﬂTha;u problem and this task are gigantic.
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strike. This strike has assumed gigantic
proportions, Capitalism is aghast at this
terrific portent of what may come, Unlons
not directly affiliated with the unions par-
ticipating in the strike, such as the Creat
Lakes Marine Unions, are deciding for a
general strike, This steel strike may mark
a new epoch in American labor history,
if the spirit of the workers is mobilized
for definite, uncompromising action,

But even prior to the strike the A. F. of
L. officials in control were bent upon com-
promise. They asked a conference with
I, H. Gary of the U, 8, Steel Corporation ;
and when this was refused the order for a
atrike was issued, in gpite of Wilson's plea
and beeause of the determined spirit of the
men,

Now the strike is a great fact, But still
the A, ¥, of L. speaks compromise—this
time arbitration. At a session of the Sen-
ate Committee on Labor, investigating the
ateol strike, John Fitzpatrick, chairman of
the Strike Committee, pledged the end of
the strike in the event that the steel con-
corns submit to arbitration, This is the
record :

“Will the men go back to work if the
steel company will agree to submit the case
to arbitration?” asked Senator Kenyon of
{lowa,

“Yeg,” promptly replied Mr. Fitzpatrick.

“Would the men be willing to lay the
case before a commigsion appointed by the
president?” agked Senator Kenyon,

“Yeg,” responded Mr, Fitzpatrick.

And Fitzpatrick even said the ﬂtrikle
could be called off if Gary agreed to arbi-
trate, and that the men would abide by the
decisions of an arbitration commiasion!

This is frightful weakening., It may
break the apirit of the strike. It creates
illusions in the minds of the workers con-
cerning arbitration. Nothing permanent
is gecured from arbitration, which is al-
ways determined by funda.n:mnt.ul capital-
jat intercsts. ‘Arbitration invariably be-
trays. The value of the strike is not in the
immediate concesgions gecured, but in the
resarves developed for action in the days
Lo come.

The steel strike is arousing the spirit of
proletarian revolt, The steel workers are
gensing their power, developing the con-
sciousness of action. Small concessions
gecured from arbitration mean nnthin'ﬂ
gince it destroys the independence a
class spirit of the workers. The victory
of the steel workers can come only from
determined action against Capitalism.

Why arbitration and compromise? The
pteel i*nrkaru | the gituation,

contro
will control still more as other workers
strike, They are

developing not alone

ppeaks of the dead |
gtrikers: but these dead and injured are

the dead and injured from indus-
ﬁ-“ 'i'ﬂi'f:. Let the steel workers reject

arbitration and compromise: they mu-_t
conquer, not arbitrate.
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