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med ﬂpnrt comes from

R the Peace Conference has
cided to eﬂmte Raussia, withdrawing all
- Immediately General Mareh, of the

g B ':- .;gmm General Staff, declares that if this

*..,15 so, it refers to Russia but not to Siberia.

Whr not Siberia? The masses of Siberia
hle given proof of their opposition to the
ah:n invaders., Kolchak's Gm'erm:{ent has
no pupnlar sapport, and is maintained by
J:pnnﬂe bayonets.

" The answer is this: _
ﬁhmt. is to be divided among the Allies,

apan particulariy. The Japanese have se-
e:n'eﬂ supremacy in Siberia, their troops
being used not only to erush the revolution-
ary masses, but to secure economic and fin-
_aneial contro! for Japanese capital fo ex-
ploit the immense natural resources of Si-

beria.
British troops are still in possession of the
Baku oil regions. perhaps the richest in the
world. 0il today is a necessary faector in
indusiry, parhenlarlv in transportation and
 maval pOWEr: that is why international Im-
- perialism Is preparmg to crush Mexiean in-
_ dependenee in order to eontrol Mexico's o1l

wells.
 The decision of the Allies Peace Confer-
_ enee, if it is a deeision, comes of the complete
~ eollapse of the military campaign against
~ Soviet Russia. On practieally all fronts the
= Bolshevik armies are scoring victory after
‘ "'_ ry. The Baltie nations are considering
' vnﬁ Snﬂg_t_ Russia. The allies do not
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| has all the charaeteristies
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h have been )
At stnke 15 s&heﬂuléﬂ :Eur

respundﬁﬂ, and a

‘September 22.

This movement among the steel workers
of the old union-

concerning ihe strike,
the employers are :mp!nre& to meet wrﬂ{
the mmion offieials for ° ‘negotiations.”

stead of action, they are talking, giving the
steel barons ample opportunity to preparc

for a strike. D, o
Among the demands of the new union 18

one for the ‘“‘check-off’’ system. In this
system is compri sed all the corruption and
betraval of the old unionism.

The check-off system means, in effect, that
the union officials and the employer unite
:0 herd the workers into the unions. It means
that instead of the workers paying their
union dues directly to the union, the em-
plovers collect these dues each week ont of
the pay of the workers and turn them
over to the mnion officials. The employers
and their hirelings aecordingly, become

agents of the union officials.

But there is a more serious phase. The
“check-0ff"’ system of paying dues assures
the control of the unions by a small cligue
of official ; it is the best scheme vet invented
of making the workers the helpless victims
of their officials, of breaking any revolt in
the unions. The final result of the system
is that the officials and the employers be-
come allies against the workers.

This system existed for years in the United
Mine Workers. This union was a typical ex-
pression of the old unionism, which, par-
ticularly in the days of John Mitchell, be-
trayed the workers again and again. But
the revolts of the workers were erushed by
the united foree of the employers and the
officials, a foree maintained largely by the
*“check-off™’ system.

The unionism of the A. F. of L. is a
shackle upon the militant movement of the
workers. Its form of organization splits the
workers in fragmantsF and, morever, A, F.

ism. Parlevs are held

“of L. unionism assures cuntml of the union
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of strength. But in ﬂle= _ £ th |
party, with agitation and m: ”E* :___-_.
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ive as never hefure, it is sig

more ihan half the

mamharsh

party chould unite in the Commum
Tt is eyually significant that, uf

hership,

¢t Pederation Party.”™

Not only is the Communist P,a v organ-
:zed on a solid membership, but o n :._-._.»_.: ,r_
foundation of principles and ta_ B
Speialist Party is still what it wasl
treacherous minority trying to ea

the various Federations ’_'_ 1d
more than 30,000. These {acts i.h. Dose
ally of the eharge nf eligque Eﬂ": )
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the party in the eolors of the Commu

International. The Communist I.:ahqr '
was a house divided against :tﬁ:}lﬁ. _' _
form and program are a hash uf. :;sﬂ_,r :
ng program; its work not at all 2le:

4 Il

inspiring. The Manifesto and P;o _

the Communist Party are Elear,?

mising, consistent. The Mamfestﬂm

tical formulation of f;&mmumsh n;

The Program is realistie, a prog ¢

applvmg our general prmmples* "a.l-’ e

tual preblems of the pruleiar

prevailing struggle. Is this
There was at Chicago 3-4_1__15{
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ion of forees, -—— the Snczalls"'.
extreme Right, the Communis

at the exireme Left. Is i‘]ns.:-" ] ﬁ:

in the Centre-Left, and the i}h
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