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Jearned concerning the methods and
‘means whereby tho cause of human pro-
gress may best be served. Ideas and
philosophies long. disredited and dis-
carded are everywhere being revived,
renovated and twisted to fit modern con-
ditions. The air is made oppressive with
the vast concourse of vaices raised by ex-
ponents of all manner of iems and olo-
gies, each insisting that his is the very
Jatest and only true gospel of salvation.
However great may be the workers need
of the materizl things*of life, surely
there is & plentitude of advice and coun-

1.

HCnme: Qeott Nearing, sometime pro-
fescor of economics, pacifist, socialist,
neo-Christian and foremost American
exponent of Non-Resistance (since Clar-
ence Darrow turned militarist), with a
pamphlet entitled *“Violence or Solidar-
ity, or Will Guns Settle It,” wherein is
set forth in glowing terms and up-tec-
the-minute illustrations the doctrines of
the lowly carpenter of Nazareth, and
extolling the eflicacy of all-embracing
love as a remedy for the ills of war-
weary humanity.

The burden of the learned doctor’s
contention is that the use of force or
violence is at all times and in all places
unethical; that violence has in every in-
stance failed to crush ideas and move-
ments: that force when invoked to ad-
vance the cause of labor has ualways
failed to accomplich the ends sought.
Last but not least it is argued that the
use of force is “against human nature.”

In his own special field Scott Nearing
enjoys something of a reputation as a
man of science. In his class-roomn only
that which will stand the test of anal:,f-
gis and demonsiration is accepted as evi-
dence. But, like many another, Nearing
discards the scientific method upon leav-
ing the portals of the universily The
scientist gives way to the dreamer; in
support of his contentions he cites nct
sociolozists and economists but paets and
idealists— -Walt Whitman, Tom Paine,
Jesus, Debs—and a single disconnected
senience from Nicolai Lenin!

Violence and the Suppressicn of Ideas

“Violence can have no effect on the
ideas people hold and promulguis ex-
cept to stimulate propaganda and ad-
vertise the cause against which violence
i directed,” says Nearing. This is in-
deed a comforting thought, but it is
true?

The idea with which we are at present

most deeply concerned, namcely, the es-

tablishment of a communistic socioty, is

not new, It was the idea back of Plato’s
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the following rather interesting com-
ment

"Il. is cnmmnnlr asserted that ideas cannot

be stam out by violence. Th
roofs HH«E truth of this d:ctnm.ﬁ& ?I'i-'::mf

orting to ull who are persecuted: but in this
unqualificd form it is not true. Adm:tteﬂly. an
idea itself cannot be annihilated by violence:
but by itself nlone nn idea isx a mere shadow,

without any effective force. The strength to
which a social ideal nttumn-—and it is only this
kind of an ideal which is under consideration—
is dependent upon the individuals who uphold

it—i. e., upon their power in society. If it is
]}nss:hle to annihilate a class which upholds n

given lr.lea then that idea will perivh with its
advocates.”

The history of the Parjs Commune
furnishes but another illustration to dis-
prove the assertion that ideas cannot be

crushed by violence. Let Liscagaray tell
how it was done.

“Twenly-five thousand men, women and chil-
dren kill during the battle or after; three
thousand at least deud in the prisons, the forts,
the pontoons, or in consequence of maludies con-
tracted during their captivity; thirteen thousand
seven hundred condemned, most of them for life;
seventy thouzand women, children and old men
deprived of their natural supporters or thrown
out of France; one hundred and eleven thousand
vietims nut least;—that iz the balance sheet of
the bourgeois vengeance for the solitary resur-
rection of the 18th March.”

Thus were the workers of Paris
crushed -in 1871; even today they have
not recovered from the blow. Clemen-
ceau, premier of France, was a membezr
of the Assembly which from Versailles
directed the massacre of the Commun-
ards. Will violence crush ideas and move-
ments? Ask “The Tiger'!

Violence in the Labor Movement

Dynamite placed in the hands of a
child or an irresponsible person will
wreak death and destruction; a knife in
the hands of an enraged maniac results
in murder. Yet it cannot be argued that
knives or dvnamite are in themselves evil
and dangerous. On the contrary they
render valuable service when properly
used. The same may be said of force;
it may in one case be used to suppress
and cnslave mankind, in another it may
serve as the instrument of liberation.

Dr. Nearing contends that the use of
force is at all times immoral; that the
taking of human life i3 unjustifiable.
Speaking of the revolutionary movement
in Europe he says:

“The Russians won their point through eco-
nomic justice nt home, proprpanda and open
d:pluma:.-r B 13

If they fail the Red Army will help
thﬂm fail. If they win the Red Army will stand
in the way of the thing they wish to necomplish.
1t will be u liability, not an nsset.”

“The cnuse for which the Spartucans are fixht-
ing in Germony will triumph, not because they
nre fizhting, but. becnuse ir triumph is in-

evitable

Guns will not nettle any of these questions . . . e
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and until such Hj_l,[};}
dence is produced to s
nature’ has heen ﬂ t’_ _____
in recent times, ;ﬁ;.“ ff'iHht m;_'hm d to
believe that force will pl “n:f ‘its part in
the struggle of thekwup]:h ‘against their
present masters,. :%-r;*' !
We are just as mur:h ug ﬂ“’*
injudicious use of force a&is Dy,
We fully agree that g guns. } o
tute for solidarity {wﬁm )
consciousness). But there is a real
fundamental dtﬁerence hem ru he pe
ificism which says “Thé use“- fo rce i
at all times wrong’’ and the urely expe-
dient tactic which declares 'Hﬁ'} ce at
this time is inadvisable; we are
reacdy.” In the proper time and pll
regiment of revolutionary snldie
part to play—providing, of ::qurae.t I;.-.
they have knowledge in the:r ‘heads : pn
well as guns in their hands.
The whole matter of fnrte ur ﬁulenca-‘
in ihe labor movement is not a uueainn
of ethics at zll, but is detenmnetl hr the
force of circumstances, by necessity The
entire argument put forth '-h;r Neunng"‘
falls to the ground the moment we axam-
ine its foundation; it is haalualir jl.ﬁz-
sound. All that is necessary is itn remm*e
it from the moral field and examine 1t in
the light of historical matermlmm. _Ee-_
ing an idealist, Nearing duea Hﬂ:‘? actépt.-
the Marxian philosophy. Thls m Lgae”lfm'
should be suflicient to hmnd _h:mﬁg%\qn-
fit to pass judgment upon ;meat;pna of
proletarian tm:tmu.-—-—A. J. N
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“Yeuh, that's tho red’s ‘hang uu I:m_lt
a paper there, nnd huld mea in
preach free love. Iy a J.-m ml
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