August 23, 1919

From eertain quarters has come ignorant denunciation and vague ovit-
icig@n of the Michigan State Convention’s call for the organization of a new
party. We are publishing below the full text of the call, reprinted from
the Michigan State Bulletin, for the information of our readers. We

heartily invite opponents of the call to point out its alleged Aénshevik
chararcter.

Although this call has been superceded, first by the Commurist Call
and later by the joint call of the Orpanization Committee of the Communist
Party and the National Council of the Loft Wing, we deem its publieation
nedessary in fairness to the Michigan movement.

TENTATIVE PROGRAM AS BASIS FOR THE CALLING OF
NATIONAL CONVENTION FOR THE ORGANIZA-
TION OF A NEW SOCIALIST PARTY

Whereas: Some thirty-five thousand members of the So-
cighist Party have been expelled or suspended because of their
attemipt to gain the party for socialism; and

Whereas: The indications are that, the bourgeois socialists
now in eonfrol of the party, will not even stop at the ruina-
tign of the organization in order to maintain their control
thereof:

Theretore be it resolved: That a call be hereby issued by
the Socialist Party of Michigan, through its Emergency State
Convention in session June 15th, 1919, at the House af the
Masses in the city of Detroit, for the convening of a national
convention in the city of Chicago on the 1st of September for
the purpose of organizing a Socialist Party in the United States
of America.

The tentative basis upon which delegates will be seated in
this convention will be as follows:

That a program, platform and constitution conforming
therio be adopted, which will express only the uncompromis-
ing principles of vevolutionary socialism as the theoretical
expression of the Amervican proletariat in its struggle. tor the
conguest of political power.

That the delegates work for the adoption of a policy and
tacties, that will express in action the one and only aim ot
revoluticnary socialism, the complete abolition of the capitalis
system.

Objects and Methods

That the object of such an organization be tor the purpose
of running for political office candidates representing the
aforesaid, and to propagate socialism in conformity with the
econoniie conditions and social institutions of the United States
of America, along the lines of the struggle of the proletariat
against the exploiting class, who through their political power
hold possesion of the means of life, the machinery of wealth
procduction. This propaganda to be carried out in such a man-
ner as to educate the proletariat and bring them to an under-
stainding of their class interests and class position, ;nlui the
nature of the historic task they are called upon to pertorm _
namely. the complete overthrow and abolition ot all torms ot
exploitation. e

5 In order to aid the working class in the attainment ot this
aim the proposed new party will confine its prnps}gﬂm!a to
this object alone, and leave all reform agitation, which has so
charaeterized so-called socialist parties in the past, to the or-
ganizations and groups who consider the present social order
worth reforming. 1 :

The Socialist Party of Michigan in issuing this -:-all_, after
dae deliberation, contends that only th'rc-ugh an m-;.:amzatmn
along the lines proposed, can the American proletariat be suc-
cegstully headed to the desired goal; that the ﬂ“:‘t“d*? 0t the
party towards the capitalist class be one flf unceasing hﬂﬁtllfti'-*'i
zad toward all other political organizations, whlet.her at?cﬁu
soeialist or avowed defenders of the prf;s_ent social ‘m'{!El, one
of scathing criticism and militant nppﬂle::m*‘Fc}* we must re-
gard atl attempts to defend and buttress institutions 1-1’1*’-'“_ 5"1":;
port in any manner the present ruling class to be a betraya
the workers in their struggle for em:itnmnatwn- : Later

A< a political organization in a highly {1‘3‘:’*[“1}&[{[ ciﬂ]eaw:;l'
conntry like the United States of America, We ‘?:ﬂa < i
10 elect representatives wherever possible, to govel “mi":ﬂ_ i
e ot 0 et e P e f o ol

' ition to assist in the A )
f:zr?:nlgiit:fi;hm for the purpose of socializing the land and

industries of the United States. 3
In zddition to this revolutionary struggle for the posses

ot v a
sion-of the state power, we shall carr_:f on ag{tat1ﬂ1:3 ani i?:-[it::cdf
tion on the broader aspects of political action. Lon _

the faet that all power, constitutional or ntherwi&:e, rﬂ;ﬁl u;c:i
. force. we shall endeavor to arouse the ‘wnrkerar I? a]atent o
: Bﬂﬁu;nem of their mighty powers which now he "
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that in the event of the capitalist class ahnli*shiﬁﬂ:uﬁ
caqstitutinnal procedure, they ean have 'reeauﬁﬁﬁfﬁ'
lutionary political action of the mass. oW
Our propaganda attitude toward prezent dav in-éfi' tio
:_md social phenomena shall be tg explain, eriﬁcié& and attac
if necessary, without exception, each and everyone .:yf-:—
mnstitutions that prop up. apologize for or defend the eaﬁitajf;gf_:-*
class in their privileged position. B o
~ In this respect, religion as a social phenomena and the 4
’fﬂ“fﬂ}_l as an institution shall be explained in the light of the
m‘aterrlalist conception of history. The functions of the stat=
with its forces of repression and its institutions of enirench-
ment, the courts, the judiciary, democratic-capitalistic law and
{}r'cler'. to be explained and mercilessly exposed by all mean«
within our power. : g
Our attitude toward ather workin class izati
such as labor undons, craft or intiustria!ish;I ﬂhrfil;iﬁ;?;i
to the workers their origin and functions, by pointing m;t th:;".
sc long as the working class ia forced to live by the sale of *1:;
labor power, that it is necessarv for them to u:al:rv on a gueriﬁ;
warfare on the industrial field for redress of g.rievan-:es and
tn_ l:{l‘t'i‘t'EI*i*» turther encroachments upon their present standard
of living. :

L)

In this daily struggle with their employers, we should
point out to the wage-workers that the most efficient method
of carrving on the struggle between the master class and the
working class is through the industrial form of unionisn,
which is the most powerful, most efficient and most militant.

L
rorm of organization as against the crait form—a survival o3

-

the davs ol crall production with its tendencies to divide the
workers mio small, conflicting, inefficient groups.

Im encersing the industrial as against the eraft form
of unionism, we should on all oecasions point out the eharacter-
and himitations ¢f 2nionism at its best. To do otherwise

and a stultification of the position of the
the revolutionary obiect that confronts it. Ex-
the workers that so long as the unions confine
ugeie over the wages and conditions of

e DELravell

employment, thelr circle of activities revolves within the<con—

nes of the capitalist system, and it is only when the organ-
1zedd mass takes stepsg that are caleulated to strike a blow as
the political entrenchment of the capitalist class that their ac-

fivities take on a revolutionaryv aspect.

' withholding of their labor-power (strikes) and the
_ up of industry cannot be in itself the means of emanci-
pation. So long as the powers of government remain in the
nands of the exploiting class, the path that must be pursued—
whatever its characteristics—must be a political one, and the
first step to be taken is the capture of political power.

1t is upon the basis of an understanding and acceptance
of these principles that the new party shall formulate its plat-
form and program of action, with a constitution adapted there-
to, with a partv-owned press that will propagate these prin-
ciples and with a unifermity of expression throughout the en-
tire countrv. The proposed new party shall align itself with
the recently organized Third International, which held its first
congress at Moscow, Russia, on the 2nd of March, 1919.

To all organized States. Locals or organized groups this
call is made, and to all other greups whatever their present
affiliations mayv be, that are ready to abanden their present
allegiance—of anv—to existing organizations and join with
the cocialists of Michigan, en the basis of this call for the
formation of a real Socialist Party that wil funciion with &';["ld
through social stitutions and social forces as they now E‘}:lﬁ
‘n the United States of America for the complete emancipa-
tion of the working class from the voke of capitalist slavery.

The basis of delegation will be one f_ﬂ{‘ eachh gmup,-laca;
or part thereof, with one for every :Tdfhtmnal_ o0 memhgrz
and maijor fraction thereotf. Credential form ma':lused, s_a_mf_.'.
must be completely filled according to instructions t_h_gre_-gl}
and duly signed by Chairman, Secretary or both ﬂfg‘;““?“‘
celecting delegates to this convention. e} er;
ALBERT RENNER, Chairman,
LOREN B. TEAL, Secretary,
\lichigan Emergency State Convention, June 15;‘19-:!-;_,9‘_‘&-;@ 5

An “American Socialist Party.” “‘h_i'?]?ﬁ the,ﬂqld?h iy
favors, will no doubt be dble te sexrve thlﬁfﬂﬂ!m‘gﬁl” s
ter than one which lays eniphagis upon 1ts INternatiohas €

(Signed)

scter. Then we have the AMERICAN Federatio
dontchaknow. it A S



