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August 23, 1019

THE COMMUNIST

Call for a National Convention for the Purpose of Organizing
the Communist Party of America

AYier vonsiduorfibie megotiations secking 1o #himimate the differences
existing between the Gommunist elements of the Left Wiogf, «@s yepre-
sented by the so-called miinority and majority of the Left Wing Confer
ence held in New York June 21 to 24, the National Council of the Leit
Wing Section Socialist Party realizing the necessity of the organization of
the Communist Party of America, in accordance with the decisions of the
National Left Wing Conference, realizing also the fatility of participating
in the proposed Emerrency Convention of the Socialist Party, does hereby
join with the National Organization Committee in issuing the following csil
for the organization of the Communist Party:

In this, the mest momentous period oi the world's his-
tory, Capitalism is tottering to its ruin. The proletariat is
straining at the chains which bind it. A revolutionary spuit
is spreading throughout the world. The workers are rising
to anawer the clarion call of the Third International.

Only one Socialism is possible in the erisis. A zocialism
based upon understanding. A socialism that will express n
action the needs of the proletariat. The time has passed tov
temporizing and hesitating. We must act. The Communist
call of the Third International, the echo ¢f the Communist
Manifesto of 1348, must be answered.

The Naticnal Executive Committee of the Soclalist Party
of America has evidenced by ita expulsion of nearly half of
the membership that it will not hesitate at wrecking the or-
ganization to maintain control. A erisis has heen precipitated
in the ranks of revolutionary Socialism by the wholesale expui-
sion or-suspension of the membership comprising the Socialist
Party of Michigan and Massachusetts, Lorale and Branches
throughout the country, together with seven language Iedel'a-
tions. This has created a condition in our movement thal
makes it manifestly impossible to longer delay the calling of 2
convention to organize a mew party., Those who reaiize that
the capturing of the Socialist Party as such s but an empty
victory will not hesitate to respond to thig call and leave ihe
“pight” and “center” to sink together with then leaders,

Np uther course 18 puzsinle; thereiore, we, the National
Left Wing Councit and the National Organization Commitiee,
call 2 convention to meet in the city of Chicago on September
1, 1919, for the purpose of organizing a Communist Party |
Ameriea.

This party will be founded upon the following principies:

1. 'The present is the period of the digsolution and col-
lapse of the whole capitalist system, which will mean the coni-
plete collapse of world culture, if Capitalism with ita unsolv-
able contradictions iz not replaced by Communism.

2. The problem of the proletariat consists in orgamzing
and training iteelf for the conquest ol the powers of the state.
This conquest of power means the replacement of the state
machinery of the bourgeoisie with a new proletarian machinery
of government. .

9. This new proletarian state must embody the dictator-
ship of the proletariat, both industrial and agricultural, rhif-'_
dictatorshop constituting the instrument for the taking over ot
property uzed for exploiting the workers, and for the re-or-
ganization of society on a communist bagig. |

Not the fraudulent bourgeois democracy—the h;;}jmcrl_ta
ical form of the rule of the finance-oligarchy, with its purely
formal equality—hut proletarian democracy bhazed on the pos-
sibility of actual realization ot freedom for thelw::n'}nng Masses ;
not capitalist bureauncracy, but organs of mlmn:ustratmn which
have been ereated by the masses themselves, with the real par-
ticipation of these masses in the government of 'Ehe country
and in the activity of the comniunistic struﬂture;,t.hm shc.-:uh] be
the type of the proletarian staie. The Workers' Councils and
similar organizations represent its conerete form. |

4. 'The Dictatorship of the Proletariat shall u:m*rir'_mli- the
abolition of private property in the means of production a:m!
distributien, by transfer to the proletarian state _und'e;_- Social-
ist adrainistration of the working clase; nationalization of the
great husiness enterprises and financial trusts. 7

5. The present world situation demands the closest ve-

lation between the revolutionary proletariat of al muntnes.‘ :
6. The fundamental means of the struggle for power 19

the maes action of the proletariat, a gathering together and

concentration of all its energies; whereas methc_-ﬂa Erl?f.:]'l i;lﬂ

the revolutionary use of the hourgeois parliamentarism are only

i nificance.
% Eu?:;iﬁg :;intries in which the historical de#eln:;;llen;: I\‘EZ
furnished the opportunity, the working class has utilizec

regime of politieal democracy for ite organization against Cap-

italismi,  In @i cowrrtries where the conditions for a wwovbknr's
ravolution are not yet ripe, the same process will go on,

But within the process the workers must never kca gight
oi the true chracter of bourgeois democracy. - If the finance-
oligarchy considera it advantageous ta veil its deads of vio-
lence behind parliamentary votes, then the capitalist power
has at its command, in order to gain its ends, all the traditions
and attainments of former centuries of upper class rite, dema-
gogiam, perzecution, slander, bribery, caluminy and terror, To
demand of the proletariat that it shall be content to yiald it-
seli to the artificial rules devized by its mortal enemy, i8 to
make a mockery of the proletarian struggle for power—a
strtugrgle which depends primarily on the development of sapa-
rate organs oi the working class power.

7. The old Socialist International nas broken into three
main groupa:

(a) Those frankly social patriots who since 1914 hava
supported their bourgeoizie and transiormed those lenmants of
the working class which they control into hangmen oI the in-
ternational revelution. '

{b) The “Center,” reprezenting elements which az= con-
stantly wavering and incapable o1 10llowing a definite nlan of
action, and which are at times positively iraitorous; arnd

{c) The Comniunists.

Agregarde the soclal patri

via, who everywhere in the eril-
icz] moment oppose the prolelarian revoluilon with Ioree ol

i
armma, a mereiless fight ie ahaolutely necesaary. As rogardms
the “Center.” our tactics mus=t be to separate the revolutionary

elements by pitileasly criticizing the Jeaders. Absolute gsep-
aration from the ovganization of the “Center’” 13 necessary.
4. It is necessary o rdlly the groups and proletarian or-
anizations who, though not as yet in the wake of the revo-
intionary trend of the Communist movement, neverthcessg hava
manrested and developed 2 tendency Ieading in that diraclion.
Qorialist criticismn has sufticiently stigmatized the bour-
wonis world order.  The task of the Internavional Cemraunist
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i
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Party is to carry on propaganda for tha abolition ‘of-this order
and erect m its place the structure oI the Communigt #orld

1
order.  Under the Conimumst banner, the emblem under
vhich the frss great vietories have already been won; in the
war against against the privileged
classes, against the hourgenis state and bourgeols nroperty,
against all forms of socizl and national onpression—=#¢2 call

- = = o am  a L e
upon the proletarian of all lands to unite!
al - - - = !

nst imperalistic barbariy,

Program of the Call

i, We favor international alliance of the Corasrrunisgh
Party of the United States only with the Commums. groupa
of ather conniries, such as the Bolsheviki of Russia, Spartacans
oi Germany, ete., according to the program of Compniism a8
above outlined.

2. We are opposed to assaciation with other growbd nof
committed to the vevolutionary class siruggle, such a3 ‘inbr:u
parties, Non-Partisan leagues, Peopli’s Councils. Iiumicipal
Ownership leagues, and the like.

3. We maintain that the class struggle i3 esse::tia]ly_n
political struggle by the proletariat to eonguex the canmtahist
state, whether its form be mionarchistic or democratic-repub-
lican, and to destroy and replace it by a governmental truc-
ture adapted to the Comniunist transformation. ;

4. The party shall propagandize class CONSCINT :mt'tuau
trial unionism as against the craft form of unionism, an_ﬂ ghall
caxry on party activity in eo-operation with industrial digputen
that take on a revolutionary character,

5. We do not disparage voting nor the value G1 Hliccess
in electing our candidates to public office—not if thesa are i:n
direct line with the class siruggle., The trouble comed with
the illusion that political or industrial immediate achicyomenty
are of themsslves steps in the revohition, the progressiva merg-
ing of Capitalism into the Co-operative Commonwealth.

The Basis of Our Political Campaign Should Be:

(a) To propagandize the overthrow of Capitaliza by
proletarian conguest of the political power and the -eﬂ_ﬁ_‘_ﬁiﬁi;«
ment of a Dictatorship of the Proletariat. e AR

(h) To maintain a political organzation as & clearing
house Tor proletarian thought, a center of ﬂn]?ﬁ;cal -ﬂﬁﬂggfg_ig;i__ L
¢or the development of revolutionary working c]agﬁf,p_g‘ﬂ_!@,t o ol

(¢) To keep in the foreground our consiste nt appeal for
proletarian revolution; and to analyze the counter proposal
and reformist palliatives in their true light of evasions of th




