on this campaig:. ( '
been directed toward Bolshevik agitators, a
speech, and similar undesirables. Now there is sudden regard
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may in to breathe easy. No need now to
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of the government has been stretched ,

and is ﬂti{ﬂu}' “jamming down the high cost c_rf living.
Press dispatch says that President Wilson him-

d
ugust 4, “had no engagements for the furem::nn an
B:l:; ::;erstmd to be devoting his attention to the high cost
Jiving blem.” Isn't that lovely? ;

= “Gov;::ra. mayors, and grand juries,” we are tulld. ‘are
ordering searching probes.” Attorney General lf'almer B Eom-
mittee is going o hear the report of 8 auh-cummltte,‘nnd Thle
President will await the report of Palmer’'s committee. His

recommendation, wkich will follow this report, will probably

take the form of 8 message to Congress.” In fact, Uncle Sam

is heading &8 regular “drive for cheaper food,” which will end

once and for sll the grim spectre that confronts everyvbody.

Why This Sudden Concern About the Cost of Living?

There are some questions that come to us, as we ponder

Hitherto government “investigation” has
advocates of free

among our capitalists for the poor wage-slave, anfl an over-
powering desire on their part to lessen his cost of living. Our
familiarity with capitalist ethics leads us to suspect that some
ulterior motive is back of all this loving care that is so un-

expectedly being bestowed upon us. _ =
As s matter of fact, this subject of the high cost of living
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has already come to 8 he
with serious results to the governm

: le might be establish
| 4 for a time as though Soviet ru i
::;Tl?: gﬂ:;rnment {ell all over itself in the effort L"-'h

wyrofiteers.” In Liverpool two
cheaper food and punish the “pro pontteg
dn:rspnf rioting and looting, with gtrikes thruught_:qt_ ﬂm rest 8

of England, call emphatic attention to danger from this

lem— danger to Capitalism. Now this discontent might spread

to America. Is that the reason Yankee Capitalism bestirs it-
self? |

A Comparison and & Prophecy |

The government of England, too, hil:E been "mvestmtt.ihng"
the H. C. of L., and “campaigning” aginst it, yet prices there
continue S0&TINg skyward. ‘‘Life i8 becuming. almost t?'o costly
to live,” says a great London newspaper. Pncis have ‘‘official-
ly"” increased 113 %,, but in reality :fbuut 250 %- ‘Mfd all this
in spite of the fact that the British gm:ernment is paying
“gubsidies’ of $900,000,000 yearly to bribe food d_ealen to
sell their goods to the cheaper markets at home. I:IIIHEI"E and
bakers alone receive $250,000,000 from the public treasury
in this way.

Will the American government have any better success?
We doubt it. Furthermore, we predict continued and incraafed
profiteering, and a continued and increased cost of living.
There is no solution to this problem within the confines of the
capitalist system.

To capitalists we have, therefore, no suggestion to make.
The dilemma is up to them. Rut to the workers we say, Why
not try the plan used in Soviet Russia?
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A Lesson from Russia

(Continued from page 1)
besides waging a defensive warfare against the armies of Ger-
man and Allied Imperialists, the industries left in chaos by
the Czar’s government are being rapidly reorganized upon
an efficient basis, despite the deliberate attempts at disorgan-
ization on the part of the remnants of the capitalist class
within Russia.

Nicolai Lenine in an article appearing in the Russian pa-
per “Pravda,” in May, 1918, and later translated into English
under the title “Soviets at Work,” emphasizes the necessity
for efficient organization of industry.

Lenine, in a brief summary of the movement that cul-
minated in victory for the Bolsheviki, declares the first prob-
lem consisted in convincing the ma jority of the population that
its program and policies were correct. The second problem
of the Bolsheviki was the conquest of political power and the
suppression of the resistance of the exploiters. After com-
menting on the various elements endeavoring to destroy
soviet power, he expresses confidence that the problem of the
resistance of the exploiters is solved.

On the problem of organization we will quote the words
of Lenine:

“We are now confronted by the third problem, which is the most
urgent and which characterizes the present period: To organize the man-
agement of Russia. Of course, we had to deal with this problem and
have been at it ever since November 7, 1917. But, heretofore, as long
as the resistance of the exploiters manifested itslf in_ open civil war-
{are, the problcm .. ..anagement could not become the principal, the

“At present it has become the central problem. We, the Bolshevik

have convinced Russia. We have won Russin from the rich for the

from the exploiters for the toilers. And now itis up to us to manage

sia. The special difficulty of the present period consists in :nmqw-

 peculiarities of the transition from the prin:iPaI problem

ng the and suppressing the exploiters by force to the
lem of management. |
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ciples enunciated in the Communist Manifesto, written by
Karl Marx and Frederick Engels in 1848. In that manifesto
the founders of modern cocialism declared: “THE FIRST
STEP IN THE REVOLUTION BY THE WORKING CLASS
IS TO RAISE THE PROLETARIAT TO THE POSITION OF
RULING CLASS.” The working class will then use is po-
litical supremacy to wrest all control of industry from the
hands of the capitalist class.

In its struggle to prejudice the minds of the workers of
America against revolutionary Russia the capitalist class knows
it is fighting a losing battle With the desperation which comes
with that realization this ruling class sinks into idiocy and
instead of intelligently defending itself places more weapons
in the hands of its mortal enemy.

If the cartoon were reversed it would be nearer the actual
facts, for the same ruling class that vilifies the Bolsheviki
clasps in brotherly embrace the gory hands of Mannerheim,
the butcher of Finland, and gives aid to the Czarist admiral,
Kolchak, of Siberia. The newspapers that ask the American
worker to believe their lies about Russian brutality eulogized
the industrial tyrants of America when workers were slaugh-
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tered in West Virginia and Calumet, Mich,, in 13.13_-;;:5‘*1,;@3?&-&%% {

the hirelings of John D. Rockefeller, Jr. burned alive women
and children at Ludlow, Colo., April 20, 1914. N . heratind
revolutionary Russia or any other part of the civilized
have thugs and gun-men burned helpless wome
dren; that is the distinct contribution of Ameri
to industrial history. This ruling class is me: ¥
the Jesuit tactic of aucuuing'iga:-ﬁﬁéﬁw 2
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