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The German Socialist

It is always a risky business to make
predictions—for they may come true or
they may not. Still, if we have a founda-
tion solid enough to carry the burden,
we may forsee or predict future develop-
ments of a pending question, within cer-
tain limits. The particular question now
before me is: What attitude will the Ger-
man Socialist Federation take in regard
to the Communist Party which is now in
the process of formation?

It is difficult to answer this question in
a few words or with a few short sen-
tences. It will be necessary to consider
the situation existing in the Federation
for a fow weeks past., to examine the
condition at the present moment, and
o o Jdrawn our conclusions as to the
probabilities in the future. '

Unguestionably, ninety per cent of the
German Federation is in favor of repu-
diating not merely the National Execu-
tive Committee, but the whole program
and structure of the Socialist Party,
which, in its present form is manifestly
impotent and unfit to serve as a revolu-
tionary instrument. In this sense all but
a small part of the German Federation
membership is in favor of a general
housecleaning. This minority is of little
importance, being composed of those
who are inactive or who are too indif-
ferent to give the matter any serious
thought.

Of greater importance are the vavious
factions who are constantly discussing
these matters from different angles. 'Lhe
question of “reforming” the Party arose
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By Fred M. Freedman

will of the masses, as expressed on slips
of papercalled ballots, was to their minds
all that was necessary. Anything else
would be in defiance of the expressed
will of the great mass which has just
awakened from the lethargic sleep of
war-time; anything else would be the
autocracy of a mere handful of fanatics.
So they aligned themselves with those
intellectuals in Germany whose names
sound so well to their opportunistic
ears. They aligned themselves with
Kautsky and his associates who have
taken the golden middle road; they con-
sciously became centrists. Here they re-
mained until Mayv, when the convention
of the Federation was held. Then the
situation changed. The drift teward the
Left became ever stronger until it is safe
to say that the German Federation is
now overwhelmingly Left. This rapid
change is significant. It did not come
out of the discussions, neither was the
Rochester convention responsible for it;
on the contrary, this convention was the
direct result of the rapid drift to the
Left.

The change did not come from the
few Right wingers, neither from the
Centrists, who are but socialists of the
old school, The change came from the
so-called rank and file, from the com-
paratively young and inexperienced
members of the Federation. They were
not theorists, they could not, perhaps,
discuss academic propositions; they pos-
sibly do not know how many “interna-
tionals” have broken down, and if they
knew they might nnt able to explain just
why. But they are workers, they have
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