:p:rtiu {Hnrgar in Milwau-

; MH}" or such who were show-
-iu: their “loyalty” to the ‘“‘working
class” by having their photographs
in soldier's uniform printed in the
campaign leaflets (former Mayor Van
Lear of Minneapolis) — the revolu-
tionary elements realized that it was
possible to fight against such reac-
Ennu':r rule in the party only by or-
the revolutionary forces for

the benefit of Revolutionary Social-

ism.
In the meanwhile the war came.

The masses became restless. Indivi-
dual members of the party and entire
branches began to demand from the

officers answers to the question
raised by “democracy.” Something
had to be done, because silence on
the part of the opportunists would
take the party machinery out of their
hands. In order to save their “author-
ity from going into bankruptcy the
opportunists convoked the famous
convention at St. Louis and there
betrayed the members of the Socialist
Party by feigning that they had be-
come radical. Their fear was that the
party might turn still more radical
(read Berger’s confession in Judge
Landis’ Court at Chicago), and they
secretly hoped to turn the party back
again into the old rut as soon as the
“heat” of the “fanatics’” was gone.
They accomplished this splendidly
during the time of greatest reaction
by announcing that the party mem-
bers should interpret the St. Loms
platform “according to their views.'
But they made a mistake again. It
is true, there were many members
who indeed acted according to their
own personal “views.” However the
“spirit” of the radicals not only did
not evaporate, but on the contrary,
it captured still greater numbers of
the party members than before.

Then the Russian, German and
Hungarian Revolutions placed square-
ly before the party the clear ques-
tion: will it go with the reactionary
elements, which during the entire per-
iod of the war have so earnestly work-
ed for bourgeoisie; or will it go with
that socialist movement, which the
worst reaction of the four years has
failed to bring down? To answer this
question a party convention was ne-
cessary. But the National Executive
Committee did not see any reason fnr
calling the convention, explaining

~ through the mouth of Germer, that

btz ,___'H.EH, ﬂlﬂ “regular” convention is
e g the next year (for the nomin-
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mrmnﬂd even its e]m
nhunhn they decided to call the
convention not in the name of the
party but in the name of some color-
less leagne and they invited for its
organizers even such elements as of-
ficers of the American Federation of
Labor (who gave no answer at all)
and of the People’s Council (which
but recently refused to allow Com-
rade Debs to make a speech; which
adopted the Wilsonian “fourteen
points™) etc.—yet the party mem-
bers, earnestly desiring to free the
prisoners, in the absence of the op-
portunity to discuss the question of
*“Amnesty” Convention more fully, at
first did not oppose such decision of
the N. E. C,, at least to no extent.

Entirely different, however, was
the sending of delegates to the con-
ference of social-traitors at Berne,
The National Executive Committee
was vigorously denounced in this in-
stance even while in session in Jan-
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cause of bringing the greatest
upon the Socialist mﬂ‘?ﬂmﬂﬂﬁﬂn_
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recall of this decision of tﬁn"ﬂﬁﬂmi

the Third International. But the N.

all will be “well” again.

tions of the officers of the party have
shown that the opportunists were
beaten to the dust, that party man-
agement was taken away from them.
And, mark you, they are ‘“‘grown
men,"

they can dictate the party’s position

stitution of the Communist
defrayed.

In the state of Michigan

purposes.

the future of the Communist

DENNIS

Comrades!

The Call of the Third International has been answered
by the formation of the Communist Party of America. The
expense of the propaganda necessary to make that party
a success must be met. The expenses of the convention
that will finally draw up the manifesto, program and con-

per member has been levied to meet the expense of organ-
ization. That is not excessive and should be easily met.

We have not the space to make a full page appeal to
you in this matter, even if it were necessary. The space
in this paper is too valuable and must be used for other

We know that you are behind us and will see the need
of funds and answer the call. ACT NOW! Make your
contribution as large as possible. With your loyal support

Make all checks and money orders payable to J. V
STILSON, Treasurer, 1221 Blue Island Ave., Chicago, Il

NATIONAL ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE

Party of America must be

an assessment of one dollar

Party of America is assured.

E. BATT, Secretary

aary, at which time this decision was
| made. I myself participated in this
session and strongly protested against
such conduct of the N. E. C., point-

:ngthztnur];artr ﬂnutmfnctthen
at least in theory
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held a somewhat |
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country; they dmmdad nﬂt un]y_gth; ~

tee, but at the same time to help the ‘L
real Socialists of Europe to aatah]inh v

E. C., the majority of whom undar-
stand Socialism not & bit better than
does William Jennings Bryan, having
in its hands the party machinery and
understanding well its power, again
decided to ignore the demands of the
membership, still hoping that the re-
volutionary spirit would disappearand

It is true it took some time for that

spirit to assert itself. But it did as-
sert itself. The returns of the elec-

as Goebel says, and know that|"
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the fact, that tha “EIE_'
the meeting was watch
branch voted “prnperly, 2 © _
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candidates of the Left 'Win” nd the
spportunists were d-futuh, h'-.-..'-
such center of n:tnl-;illnnt:h
York! Then what could be e
‘rom places where the votes v 'f
“sure”? All this was a:plain
Gerber in his hour and a half
. + » He called attention 5
N. E. . C. especially to the fact. the
he most ballots for the Left Wi g
:andidates were cast by for h.}
speaking branches; that they had _‘
‘steering committees” to m&iga ;.,J
how to vote (he almost forgot his
‘report” of just a few minutes :
that he was sending his “representa-
tives” to the branches to “watch
that they should vote "prﬂpeﬂy". )

Then followed the report uf fﬁﬁ'
tional Secreatry Germer. He remark-
ed at the outset that the Eﬂﬂﬂlﬂ:ﬂ"f
Lithuanian and some other foreigr
language Federations during tﬁe
few months were growing so --"Tr‘h" Reeal’
that it was simply an ‘“unnatural”
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