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kingdom was tlircatened with pert handling of lenguage to be-

invasion froin the Kast., Is by
gomewhat of a. mono-
polist and hias a tendency to fan-
cy itself the whole show, ‘I'hat
is, of course, an error, for his act

fog the truth. Point out toa
scientist the basic facts respect-
ing Mexico, for example, andthe
undeniable misery to which land-
lordism reduced the masses, and

It {s blowing hard tonight, out depends on those of a large and he will drown you immediately

of 4 clear, frosty sky., T'o the o~
ver a8 to tle underfed, to the pam=
pered as to the pauperized, an in-
fernal blow, from which they
flinch as if stung by a hot iron.
But to the sound in wind and
linb and habit a thoroughly
healthy blow, pregnant with a
vigor at last about to come to
birth, How! on, okl wind! You
have lots to doj pestilential vapors
to clear away, rotten timbers to
throw down, a world of purify-
ing work. k

A tremendous drama has bLeen
set before us; we follow it breatli-
Jessly, knowing how deeply it
concerns ourselves and feeling
instinctively that, sooner or later,
we lave to master 1t, That 18
most difficult, The plot runs
riot, taking in the whole of na-
tianal and individual life. The
actors are playing their own
parts, pursuing their own ends,
placing themselves in the hest
light possible and not at all con-
cerned that we should draw the
right conclusions. ‘T'ake us at
our own estimate of ourselves,
tHey cry. Observe how lofty are
our sentiments and how noble is

influential class of artists, trained
at great expense and wunder
strange conditions. IL.etus take
a look at tho professors.

have a truly re-
markable DLody of memn
evolyed Dby special tme-
thods for a special part, As they
are to educate the workers they
naturally are not allowed to have
any experience of actnal work.
Their business 1s to manufacture
thepries; the more novel the
better, In former times the cler-
gy did this work, but clumsily;
stretching things too far and wor-
king the same old gags too cons-
tantly, So, abler competitors
came into the business and today
the church is largely a back num-
ber, Natprally, as the clergy
were the businessrival,-their par-
ticular ereed, Christianity, haq to
be attacked and its inavitable al-
ternative, Paganism, advocated

strenuosly. Unhappily Pagan-
ism belorigs to an even more su-

pertitious past, and thoes supers-
tions had one .great characteris
tic, relentless cruelty. Paganism
‘was rooted in slavery. accepted it
as the most natural of all condi-

Here wae

with elaborate reflections on the
development of nations, disquisi-
tions on the ‘‘survival of the fit-
test,” dissertations on economic
determinism, a torrent of elo-
quence having as its one object
thie hlinding you to the perfactly
obvious fact tha
meaus slavery, that slavery
means poverty and misery, and
that, if you really want freedom,
landlordism must go.

Take again the championship
of Government, now almost uni-
versal with our scientific hierar-
chy. Voltaire remarked caustic-
ally that the art of Government
was to force two-thirds ol the
people to support the other third,
and no one has ever been able to
controvert that plain and come-
ptehensive statement of what is
probably the most palpable and
appalling fact in our.collective
life. Imagine President Wilson,
for instance, dealing with that
statement, if 1t were possible to
coax him into debating an issue
so vital. Imagine the floods of
evasive eloquetice he would un-
loose if you faced him with the
demonstration, made so irrefuta-

their delivery; our scenery and tions, never dreamed of objecting p1y by Buckle, Bakunin, Spencer

customs are of unprecedent gran-
deur; we have the wittiest of
clowns and never yet were there
heroes who strutted .as heroes
strut; while as for learned fools,
long~bearded Polonius’ from
whose lps drips all the wisdom
of the ancients, no show was
ever so rich in them, Don’t look
behind the  sceney;  don't
crack vour heads endeavoring to
find out what it isall about; take
thitirs as they come, pay your
mouey cheerfully get and your
money’s worth by enjoying the
performance.

Here we have a celebrated ace
tor from Mexico, one Venustiano
Carranza; a fine, resounding
pame. Note how noble is his
beating, how grave and dignifi-
ed Lis mien, how majestically he
tawers above the tattered mob of
starvelings that surrounds him,
Here you have the very newest
type of emancipator; the latest
miracle-worker, who will sus-
pend the laws of space before
youy eyes and show you how the
rider c¢4n still keep his yeat while
the ridden throws him into the
ditch. Mexico has been cidden
sorely, ladies and gentlemen,
and it has looked as if either the
burden or the Dburden-bearer
would have to go. Thatis a de-
lugion; there are wavs of adjust.
g these seeming contradictions
Henceforth the vested interests
of the rich, wherever they may
heil from and however they may
have been acquired, will be re-
spected, while the poor will be
given an equally faiv economic
show, Kindly note the dexterity
with which this distinguished
artist manipulates the elusive
pea, Ha! Hal Pedro thought he
had it that time. Poor Pedrol

For action you should pass to
Ring No. 3, where a lighly~-
trained performer holds the
stage, William, '"T'he People's
Friend;” lightning-change arte
ist, style of Frederick the Great;
pet pupil of the late Otto von
Bismarck and direct repre-
sentative of Almighty God, who
guarantees the correctness of his
peeformanced, High~class mior-
alist who stands beyond pgood
and evil. Teaches that the Sy
perman can do no wrong, and
has {llustrated his theory by tak-
iug possession of several thou-
satd square leagues of settled
- serritory in the West of Europeé
becayse, as he maintained, lis

to it. Modern professorship,
therefore, is all for slavery;
treats human rights ,as fictions;
is always in favor of some form
of Statehood, which shall draw
the line permanently between gov-
ernors and governed; ugholds in
all its essentials the Superman
theoty by endless homilies on na-
tural selection; has Written libra=
ries to prove that the weakest
must alway® be crushed to the
wall, and, if any one indignantly
protests, refers him blandly to
the latest wotk on ants or spi-
ders,

Is it possible to think up a
creed so ridiculous or inhuman

that some school of ‘‘scientific’™

professors will not be found eager
to lecture on if, write books in
its {avor, work themselves into
notoriety by advocating it?
Yet Lif as a whole i8 normal,
depends on adherence to a
few simple facts which are
as old as the Ills, and
cannot be conducted successfuly
under the guidance of those
whose specialty 1s the abnormal,
In the laboratory it Is impossible
to go far wrong, for there one
deals with mathematics and no
pedagogic ingenuity can misre-
present the multiplication table.
But oatside of that, «and when
one cotues to deal with the affairsg

of men, there is no wildness tor

whicli our new scientific - hierar~
chy, which speaks with all the
intolerance of the Inguisition,
does not commit itself, Think
of the lang line of spectacled,
black-coated pundits that, has
got up its name by writing libras
ries onn ''The Will to Power;"” a
cave—age doctrine which means,
when translated into honest lan-
guage. that youshould get whip~-
hand over the other {:llow and
skin him to a finish. T'hink of
the ink wasted at this moment by
the imitators of Karl Marx and
Engelsp who, being anxious to
establish their fame as the found-
ers of a new party, evolved the
preposterous hipothesis that all
history is the record of economic
class struggles; although in the
endless procession of conflicts in
which men have fought and died
it i hardly possible to put your
finger on a single one and gay:
““his was a fight for bread and
butter.”

Skepticism is a fine thing, but
a3 employed. by our scientific
hacks it is juggler's work, the ex-

%and many other real seekers
after truth that special privilege
always corrupts and that pater-
nalism will break the spirit and
dwarf the genius of the proudest
and most gifted nation. I take
it that no historical fact is more
firmly established by the experis
ence of nations than- that just
stated. Yet today our professors
are almost universally IPaterna-
lists, Special Privilege men in
some form or other, upholders of
what Hilaire Belloc "calls the
Servile State—that most debag.

-ing' of all possible systems, under

which the governors guarantee
support and the geverned proms
ise unfaltering acquiescence in
economic arrangements imposed
from above, |

I state it as a fact that this
servile proposition, which-carries
us back directly to the slavery

systems of the ancients, has the

almost unanimous indorsement
of the - professional, pedagogic
class, which 18 today a hierarchy,
as Bakunin prophesied it would
be. Ags such it allies itself with
other hierarchies—the mnational
government, which has an im-
mense nomber of plums in its
gift; millionaire—endowed insti-
tutions, such as the Rockefeller
[loundation; whatever may be
the real governing power in that
particular location it which the
professor means to live, Hvery
denomination has its professors:
every ‘‘Ism,” from Christian

Science and Tneosophy to the’

Modern School and Revolutiona-
ry Anarchism, has its professors;
if the district is “‘dry” the local
professors will talk your head off
about the evils of intemperance,
and if the district i3 ‘“‘wet” per-
sonal liberty will be the song. 1In
short, it is very charming to
make your living by writing
books, delivering lectures and
posing as an authority on ab-
stuse subjects your ' neighbores
are too busy to investigate; but
it is also extremely difficult,
There, if anywhere, a man has
to find out most accurately on
which side his bread is butterd,
and the moment that becomes
the dominating * thought-~good-
bve to the pnrsuit of truth, .

There 15, however, another

consideration which is perhaps of

even greater force. . . 1 do
believe that you can turp
men  and women mto

library-haunters without gecting

)

t landlordism

them out of the habit of ¢bserya
g and ito the utterly perni.
cious hablt of theorising out of
their own innergconsciousness or
in accordance with what their
favorite author theaches, Their
favorite author! A man, or wo
man, who, in #inety-nine cases
out of a hundred, worked up 2
special line of thought, not be-
cause it was true but because it
leut itself to novel treatment and
was likely to find favor with a
novelty-hunting public,

One cannot keep the war out of
any sociologicul discussion, and

“one should not try to, for the war

iy the relentless searchilight that
is showing us lhow far we have
wandered from the path of com-
mon sense, Is not an unspeaks
ably brightful fact that a great,
morally-earnest and highly con-
scientious nation, the German,
stiould have fallen absolutely une
der the sway of professors, who
have proved themselves merely
the mouthpieces of that military
State on which their livelihood
depend? 1 do not believe that a
special class, set apart to devote
itself exclusively to study and
leading a.most unnatural life—as
dues, for example, one who de-
votes his whole existence to the
deciphering  e«of hiteroglyphics
~can think straight: can hold
true to the fundamental facts on
which life is based; can ‘become
anvthing but dangerous cranks,
dominated and mentally distorted
by the pnarrow specialties’ which
absorb their thought. "I pick up,
for example, “Current History"
for December and find an article
entitled **Shall Germany Hate?"
by Rudolf Eucken, whom the
heading describes as “the great
Jena Professor of Philosophy”.
This philosopher deplores the
fact that *‘there is a disagreeable

- weeping and wailing to the effect

that the ties between nations are
now broken,"” and adds that “‘we
Germans have not caused the
split, therefore we need make
ourselve8 no excuses because of
it.” His article starts its second
paragraph with the statement:
""We Germans have lLeen at-
tacked in & manner unparalleled
in the world’s history, We were
attacked not because of some
single point in dispute but in our
whole sglves, in our unational
existence; we were attacked not
only with the honorable weapons
of open combat but with the poi-
soned weapons of slander. We
are particularly angered by the
bouudless untruthfulness with
which we are accused of starting
the world conflagration,” After
which heinforms us that ‘‘we
Germans have the power of at-

tracting what is great tn all peo-

ples and thus giving an inner
breadth to 1ife which i{s attained
nowhere else and makes us ca-
pable of the highest achieve«
ment,”

Men of the world, accustomed
to dealing with real personalities,
and not with philosophical abs-
tractions, cannot bring them-
selves to the writing of such cone
ceited balderdash, Moreover, the
heroics ahout the brutal attack
gn Gemany deceive no one, out-
side of Germany, lveryone now-
adays recognizes that the other
nalions were taken entirely by
surprise and were woefully un-
prepared—Grat Britain in partic-
tlar—while Germany had espent

more than forty years in gettig:

ready for her spring. For
eighteen months  past
world has been trying

find out who ‘*attacke

and yet another {8 that German
professordom, tha servile hand.
maid of the State, devoted itvelf
for generations to praise -of that
militarism and now lies with un«
blushing audacity in its support.

H. G. Wells, always a
thought-stirring writer, has be-
gun, in "“The Saturday Eveniug
Port’!, a sertes of articles entitled
““What 18 coming”, and I note in
particular the following: “'The
firat, most distinctive thing about
this conflict is the exceptionally
gearchinig way in which it at-
tacks human happiness. No war
has cver destroved lhappiness so
widely, It has not only killed
and wounded an unprecedented
proportion of the male papulation
of all the combatant nations, but
it has alse destroyed wealth be-
yond precedent. It has also des-
troyed freedom—of movement, of
speech, of econmic enterprise.
Hardly anvone alive has escaped
the worry of it and the threat of
it, e goes on to say that while
nearly all of us want peace, we
walit it only in an amateurish
way; for, unfotunately “'thereare
many more people and there is
much more intelligence concen-
trated upon the manufacture of
cigarettes or hairpins than there
is upon the establishment of a
permanent world peace.”

No: as mectiun agaigst the
marauding of the murderous few
the bookish people are not worth
their salt, and our own so-called

revolutionary movemet furnishes
the final proof, if final proof be

needed. [n the exceptionally
clear .case of Mexico, where a
whole nation had been rendered

homeless, one found shoals of
who
a

straight-thinking people
understood the sttuation at
glance; but one did not find them
among the ‘‘scientific” Socialists,
who have enslaved themselves to

a pet theory of economic evolu-

tion, and still less did one find

them among the so-called Anar-

chists who read, and read, and
read, until the brain loses all
capacity of thinking for itself
and the intelectual stomach,
loaded down with theories, ig un-
able to digest the simplest fact.

Germany at least was not a
hypocrite. DBoldly and. openly
she massed her strength and
created the most powerful milita-
ry machine on record. Boldly
and openly her Kaiser avqwed
his trust in the sword, and after
the Kaiser all her leading spokes
met patterned. Boldly and open-
ly they declared their intention
of conquering a larger “place in
the sun”, and proclamed, as they
still gqroclamed, that Germany's
destiny is to be ‘‘over all,”
Boldly and openly they scoffed at
sélemn treaties as miere scrapes
of paper, and announced that to
military expediency all else must
bend. It was all contrary to eve-
ry principle of freedoni; it repre=-
sented in the most pronounced
form everything that all revolu-
tionist were supposed to hate and
excecrate; and it found its staune
chest champions among those
who stood pledged to war against
it to the very death., History
registers no more shameless
Judas act, and 1t 18 high time
that this charnel-house of lies
be swept of its pestilential vapors
by a good, healthy gale,

Meanwhile one calms oneself
with the reflection that
although the mills  of

the Gods grind slowly they grind

tye exceeding small, " Also I have
to My private reasons for thinking
4 that the long-threatening sword

Germany, and the utmost her Damoclesis now about to fall and

apologists have been able to ad. SWeep & number “of foul heads
vance has been that Russia mo- lnto the basket that has bw’.‘
bilized a portion of her troops Waiting for them these many

upon—the Austrian border!
Mere mobilization has never been
regarded as an act of war, and
the Czar expressly disavowed all
such intention. :

The central fact of the greatest
tragedy onrecord is that German
militarisih struck as the proverbi-
al thunderbolt falls out of a clear
gky, without a "word of warning,
Another indisputable fact is that
all the world hag trembled at the
spectre of German militarisin

'workers, supposed to

years, |
Wwu., C, OWEN.,

Such Is Life

Schmidt’s conviction, on the
first ballot, closes another chap-
ter in the tragedy’opencd by the
blowing up of the “‘Los Angeles
Times,” in which twenty-one
be opposed
to union labor, were killed. . Put«

"_--.L' 1_;. J!-
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ting anide the question of ethics= to remark that until Labor sl
although, in the opinion of the {tself todo ita own thinkis |l
writer, that ie the most impore causs is worse thun hopelew, K
tant of all-~and lookiug nt this A
case merely as one of the ifunu- \&
merable skirmishes in the war be-
tween capital and labor, it should
be evident to the most dull-witted
and most fanatically partisan,
.that war cannot be waged suc-
cessfully along  such lines as
these. This section represents, it
must be understood,only the edi-
tor’s individual opinions, which
assuredly are far from being in~
fallible. I repeat, however, the
opinton I expressed repeatedly in
revolutionary journals more than
twenty years ago, viz. that no so-
lution of our social problems can
be reached by the closed shop
rotte, The arguments in favor
of the closed shop are, in my
Judgement, Jesuitical lies, and a
movement founded on lies is head-
ed straigcht for total wreck.
That will bz the end of this en-
tire agitation,and the end is all-
ready well in sight,

4

I speak of ‘“‘the war between
.Capital and labor.”” That is not
the real war, and untill we under-
stand what the real watr 1s we
shall go on floundering indefi-
nitely in a bottomless bog of ever-
lasting failure. The real war is
not against capital but against
monopoly, against special privi-
lege, against social arrangements
thiat clothe the few with almost
unlimited power by rendering the
enormous majority helpless. We
do not want to abolish capital—
the very idea is the acme of insa- was no method in that madnesst [y &
nity, What we do want is to lars were needed by the genthm) ,:’
overthrow the entire. system of question. Dollars they got. o
privilege, by virtue of which, as 2 g
stirely as the ebbing and flowing v

Qur ranch is somewhat i [P
ted, but, one way and anotiy B
I get into touch with a good myff
men, a few of them old nvy) !.,"?
tionists and what these labot kg
ders call sneceringly “ideatigy B
but most of them sturdy infr I
dualists who try to form thef
own opinttons, 1 find them i B}
riably sore to the bone) sicil
the fakers who have been
ding up and down this cosst
zling, whoring, cutting at 4
sand shameful capers, but alufiey
attending strictly to the by
of extracting money on the *;“
that they were nien of action e
mere talkers, fighters actyiE
“doing"" something., It i yi&
something but a preat ma i
somebodies whom they have ki
dotng. One of them receniyffs
paid us the doubtful honoro:§
visit, and being one of the chil B
managers of the Schmidt defeny, E
he plunged into that subject in B
mediately. Ietold me it wasuf
easy case to beat, if only thylp
had money. Of course ke i
and, I suppose, from habit, inE
he must have known I kuew htl§
lied. But he didosly what Da-B
rrow did,what Hattjman did, §
what all the high-feed lawyen §
all the publicity agents, all e amatey B
detectives and the thousand sow w E
Hectors and other hangers-onwh ne B
their little piece out of thig Ty |f
case, have been doing conalstenlyy B
wilfally for years. Do you think i

*

of the tides, capital Ilived in Los Angeles foram g
gravitates into the pocke:s twenty years, and I doubt il W
of the few. With the means leshashad many men whofollmiy .
of production ' and distribn- more carefully than I did, orwitv [/

ter opportunities of getting at bl B
For years the Typographioal I i
maintained a bureau of bums} hw B
the men well- whose special bainessit B
was to report periodically that theylad [
the ““Times’’ on the run, An dupi B
lie to any one who knew thefacs, B

Prior to the ““Times” explosion esre
the building strikte, and again we way B
flooded with lying statements ts th of. B
fect that the Building Tredes kst s B
sltuntion,well in hand and wete sweg [
ing to triomph. A most prepostery §
e, for at that verytime, s shom B
irrefutably by the official records, Lo i
Angeles was enjoying wen ¥ welling
boom as it never had known. Wil
sense is there in all this? Only i B
gense of professional liars with § gl I
nose for money. :

5

According to the newspaper iscomi B
Olaf Tveitmoe, as soon as the Sehid B
verdiet was delivered, exclaimed tdz B
atically: “‘Send word to Linceln fw
fens that the Golden Rale is off, Tl
will be a ten-years war in Los Angia B
They shall pay for this,”” Whai i
ass! 1 heard Tveitmoe lecture jn kgl
Angeles, at L.abor Temple, when ipld&
est in the McNamara trial was i ‘
very highest, and union wmen lfijji
hundreds while he was talking, the ]
being nearly empty at thé close of :
addres. Lots of men can give youm *;.
good reasons for having no eonfidea i
in Tveitmoe, just as lots of good ns ‘:
are asking why Emma Goldman sid [
her notority-hunting gang thought i ﬁ-"'
adviseble to poke their noses into b
ness which certainly was no aflaby

tion free—and distribution is on-
Iy the final step in the process of
production=labor would be and
could be the only title to reward;
the only way by which any hu-
man being could sustain himself,
Men should get all they earn.
Men should not get a cent they
do notearn.Under {reedom, which
necessarily implies the roeting
out ot every form of special privi-
lege, that will become possible,
-and become so antomatically. Un-
der restriction there will always
be, there must always be, some
who are restricted and robbed for
the enrichment of some band of
privileged robbets,

X

Kither that analysis—which is
the analysis made years and years
ago by careful thinkers—is true
or it is false, If it is true, how
idiotic 18 the supposition that
Labor can be ematnicipated by the
formation of an aristoctrey of la-
bor, or even by forming itself
into a separate class, We donot
want any separate class, even
though it be dignified with the
high-sounding name of Labor.
We want to stop the robbery
which any one class, according
to the measure of its power, al=
ways inflicis on othier classes, ac-
cording to the measure of their
helplessness. We want to abol-
ish classes, and the only way con-
ceivable of doing that is to esg-
tablish a regime of equal nghts

for all. their’s.
rﬁz H%

’ When you wri ing
Like many others I have stood . hen }nu.wme os L am wmh:”.
for these principles quite a num- MS0At retortis that 3 dreamer i i
ber of years, and certainly it js Worth listening to, But these are not banf§
n'ﬂt today that I seeeven the scin- These are intensely practical and unsps] 1
tilla of a reason for changing ably facts, Thounsands of men k&
wy a?tttudev For what? "'hat riven their lives to the ate ':E'
one might help out of the hole >, e
into which they lave dragged ©f ™iking 2 movement that should il
themselves and millions of un. real benefit to the workers; thousdff
thinking fnllnw?}*s as corrupt a have gone to jail, and usually
set of so-called “practical” agi- gupidicy of allowing themselves to be wllg
tators as ever twisted the truth ' ’ '
to make a snare for fools? Prac- tools by scheming rascals; thowad B
tical! Good God! In this par- have found themselves blacklisued wf
ticular case their “*practical’ me- casts. The price paid has being apali
thods bave resulted in what? In ly heavy and we do not intend, it we caf
making Otis 4 powerful national help ir, that all this sacrifices shall bef
i

figure; in making the *Los An-
geles Times’ one of the most in~ "ousnt shall enure only to the emid

fluential papers in the world;in Ment of & Jot of professional scalifw,'
crowning their focs with laurels of whom I say bluntly that they !

and in covering themselves with brutally selfish a set as ever climbered nk

deep and indelible dishonor., It ' g Joue ;
s dishonorable 1o iis. and to the workers® backs with the ﬁxtdh'

never . . . _

have I knowtn anything to fCPUOT of flaying him to the bone, Yi¥
hope that campaigns of lies wiliak

!

equal the lying there has been cAnnot
in connection with this “Times” ver besuccessful. We cannot expecs nf !
o £, NeVer Babe T orebetond ooy tha sy f powe il i

¥ e 3
s0 palpable a confidence game as :;ld iR ab.u h S0 LR nike
that which has been played, and " ¢ #7¢ fools to imagine that we can om by
still is being played, uponthe throw special privilge until we b
mentally indolent workers; the un- stamped the life out of itin gar o}
cur}querable suckers who, having movemant. If the revolutionary
neither the energy nor the cour- N X npm— Ll
agetodotheirown thinking, trust - Y ° SVeT to Sreent ng
their very lives to and shove all anything it must start by sweeping o pi@
the respgnsibllit}' upon OWn Augean stable, regardless of o ft
the aggressive few who ment and with an eye only tﬂthrﬁ!ﬁg

constitute them selves their ina has accumulated. Above W‘LL
o » T

leaders. . It 1s useless to ‘
complain, for the world jg of sentiment. N
WM. C- me _-i;
1

what it is; but sarely it is timely
: .1'.
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